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CORRECTION. 

In the report of County Council for West 
Chester and Putnam counties, N. Y., which 
appeared in the last number of Bulletin, the 
following 'names of delegates were omitted. 
Wo take pleasure in completing the report 
by noticing them here. 

Delegation from Dobbs Ferry, Mrs. Ack- 
erman, Miss Hotchkiss, Miss Lent. 

Delegation from Somers, Miss Brown. 

LETTER FROM VERMONT. 

The following letter is so full of patriot- 
ism, that we must take the liberty of prints 
ing it for the cncouragcmeut of others. Let 
all read it. 

Victory, Vt., Oct. 1864. 

Dear Sir : — Enclosed please find one 
dollar as partial remuneration for your very 
interesting and useful work, which we have 
received nearly a year. It has been an effici- 
ent stimulus to keep up a lively interest in i 
the hearts of tho few, in this place, who are i 
striving to aid a little in rendering relief to 
our suffering soldiers. This section of the 
country is very thinly settled, no villagos 
or towns, and the people generally poor. At 
the commencement of the war some three 
You I. No. 25 49 



or four ladies, most of them in indigent 
circumstances, made an effort to form a 
society for the relief of our sick and wound- 
ed soldiers. Being unable to obtain any 
assistance from other parts of the town, they 
felt obliged to abandon the project. But 
their patriotism could not long be restrain- 
ed, and they resolved to do what little they 
could. They were at length joined by others 
and a few dollars were contributed. By untir- 
ing effort they have suceeded in filling four 
boxes. Our offerings are few and meagre 
compared with those other societies, but wc 
hope they may he of some use where so much 
is needed. Th* real that for a time moved 
others to activity seems to have died away, 
and the few are again left to labor alone. 
Though they can do but little, I trust their 
efforts will not cease while this dreadful 
war continues. ' 

This is simply to let you know that your 
papers are received and appreciated, for 
which receive our warmest thanks. 

Very truly yours, 

Mrs. <J. W. Kneeland. 



THREE MONTHS CAMPAIGN IN THE SERVICE 
OF THE 0. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

As humanity is pretty much tho same 
everywhere, and as I am human, I am cer- 
tain that any facts or incidents which came 
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wonders opened to my view, and at ils close 
I felt thankful to acknowledge it as one of 
the happiest days of tny life. As 1 went 
from ward to ward through the hospitals 
with tho agents, and saw the pleasure it 
• afforded sick and wouuded heroes to see us 
pass among them, 1 felt that each agent 
occupies au envious position among his fel- 
low-men. Several incidents illustrate. 

AN INDIAN SHARPSHOOTER. 

Joy thrilled my heart as I hatred the broad 
breast of an Indian sharpshooter from Mich- 
igan, as i saw tile-expression of relief and 
gratitude that played upon his countenance, 
though he could scarcely speak a word of 
English. O how small a compensation is 
the utmost kindness to that son of the 
forest, he ho sick or well, who goes forth 
to fight the battles of liberty. 

» 

AN IRISHMAN. 

An Irishman, who seemed very much re- 
vived und refreshed by a little cologne poured 
upon his handkerchief, exclaimed, “ <3 glory 
be to God.” “ Thanks be to the Son of God.” 
It seemed to him a sort of climax of the 
kindness of tho Sanitary Commission. 

A GERMAN AND OTHERS. 

A German, to whom the same little atten- 
tion was paid, said, with great zest, “ Dis liko 
do faderland.” Another man who was ex- 
pressing earnest gratitude for some attention 
paid to him, was exhorted to render thanks 
to God, as the thanks did not belong to us, 
said: “ Yes, all good gifts come from God,” 
uud seemed happy in the remembrance. 
One young man said, “ Oh, if my mother 
could only do this for me,” and we replied, 
we wish it could be so, but as it cannot, the 
Sauitary Commission was aiming to make 
up for the absence from home and friends. 
Again and again we heard the invitation, 
when leaving, the wards “ Come again,” 
“ come soon again,” &c. 

The next morn Dr. McD. rode up in 
haste, saying to Mr. Fay that there liaij 
been a battle on the right, and that there 
were a large number of wounded at Deep 
Bottom without sufficient supplies and 
requesting him to be ready as soon as 
possible with as many agents as he could 
spare. The tug was soon at the wharf, 
and in a few minutes afterwards we were 
under way. The tug itself seemed al- 
most under the inspiration of the hour, 
as she compelled the waters that a short 
time before swept by the rebellious city to 



bear devoted hearts and full supplies for 
our wounded brave. The scene that pre- 
sented itself to us when we reached 
DEEP BOTTOM. 

beggars description. “ The garments rolled 
in blood,” “ the groans and dying strife,” 
filled the heart with horror for the mo- 
ment. Three sots of shelter-tents were 
filled with double rows of wounded white 
and black men, who laid indiscriminately 
side by side. Together they fought and 
fell, and were laid side by side to receive 
equal attention from surgeon aud nurse and 
agent of Commission. At once the agents 
went to work dressing wounds and distribut- 
ing delicacies of food and drink, brought 
by the tug, us far as possible, according to 
the wants of each suffering man. The 
scenes presented at those amputating tables 
und tents, through those weary days and 
nights of suffering and storm and cold, can 
never be forgotten. How thankful were 
hundreds that the Sanitary Commission 
was represented by abundant supplies for 
those most pressing necessities and willing 
bauds to distribute them day and night. 
Shirts torn and clotted with blood were ex- 
changed for others new aud warm, and other 
under-clothing as it was needed. Men shiv- 
ering with pain did not forget to express 
earnest thanks for tho well-timed provision. 
“ A thousand thanks,” cries one, “ 0 thank 
you kind friends,” cries another. O could 
the kind donors of these comforts have 
passed through those tents during those 
days of pain, and heard the expressions, 
how abundantly would they have been com- 
pensated for their donations, nnd how in- 
spired would they have felt for new effort 
in this glorious cause ! 

Many scenes and incidents presented 
themselves during those several days, of a 
deeply interesting aud impressive character. 

A NEW YORKER. 

One young man from New York City, about 
seventeen years of age was mortally wound- 
ed in the abdomen. He frequently exclaim- 
ed, “ O, I am so sick !” He dictated a letter 
to his mother, stating that he was wounded 
the day before, but that he hoped to get 
along nicely. I inquired if he had anything 
in his pockets to send to his mother. He 
replied : “No, I have nothing to send her 
but my best love.” Poor boy ! it was bis 
last message. As I told him to trust in 
God and remember that “Jesus died that 
ho might live,” he clasped his hand de- 
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voutly. The deiith agony and sickness came’ 
upon him, and in about halt' an hour utter 
he dictated his last letter the mortal struggle 
ended. In his pockets were found a like- 
ness of his sister and a few pieces of post- 
age currency, which were sent to his mother. 

HAPPY MAS. 

Another brave man lay on a stretcher 
waiting to be laid upou the amputating 
table. We had done what we could for his 
comfort. I tried to speak cheering words 
and words of coinfort to his soul. It was 
feared his wound would prove mortal. He 
presented a sublime spectacle as he lay sus- 
pended between time and eternity. He said, 
u 1 would love to live and sec my wife and 
children, but I have peace with God ami | 
am not afraid to die, and I am resigned to. 
the will of God.” Happy man 1 Many 
wounded expressed gratitude that it was 
not worse with them. Others said they did 
not regret going into the army, and hoped 
they would get well so as to go back and 
see the thing through. Here are our patriots | 
who know the issue in this contest and are : 
willing to meet it, even unto death. Many 
other eases, equally interesting, I must 
pass. 

THE FRONT. 

My visit to the front, both right and left, 
was full of interest. I found the men 
cheerful to the utmost, though the men of 
the right had been suffering from exposure 
to the drenching rains, without their tents 
and without full supplies of food. They 
were confident of success. They say we 
will trust God and Grant, and will take 
care of the Johnnies. They requested the 
people at home not to forget them. Intel- 
ligent officers, as well as men, say with 
emphasis, if the men had more vegetables, 
Ac., they would save many from sickness. 

^ Some say send plenty of saurkraut, pickles, 
and dried fruit, and they will. go right 
to the spot. All along these bristling lines 
there is intelligence, and courage, and patri- 
otism, and piety that will challenge the 
admiration of all good men. As 1 came 
away from those most interesting and exci- 
ting scenes my soul was all a glow. A man 
may live a long period in a few days in that 
great army. Time would fail me to detail 
all the evidences of Christian heroism that 
presented itself. 

The magnitude of the work and useful- 
ness of the Sanitary Commission, to the 
souls and bodies of our soldiers, no oue can 



fully know, who is not acquainted with 
the working of the entire system in all its 
details. I might speak particularly of the 
diligence and fidelity, the hard work and 
long hours at it, and love for it, on the part 
of those who work the vast and complicated 
machinery of the Commission with whom l 
was brought in contact, but cannot now. 
God bless them all in their great calling. 

Of the work of the Commission in Wash- 
ington I will not dare to give a description. 
It is so vast and complicated, and yet so 
systematically done, that the ablest pen 
would be required to do it justice.* 

VALUABLE TESTIMONY. 

Hospital 3d Division 2d Cobps, 1 

Sear J’elrr.'Oury, Pa., Oct. 10, 1804. J 

Da. McDonald, 

Cl#ef of Sanitary CotnmUhion, Army of the Potomac. 

Dear Sir : — In behalf of the many sick 
and wounded soldiers of our army who have 
been in hospitals of the 2d Division !ld 
Corps, at Fitzhugh House-, of the 2d Corps 
at Potomac Creek, and of the 2d Division 
3d Corps at Brandy Station, under my 
charge, as well as the one where I am now 
writing, permit me to give my testimony to 
the usefulness of the United States Sanitary 
Commission — representing as it does, the 
expressions of the masses at home, it opeus 
its storehouses to every soldier and gives 
him freely from its bounteous supplies; and 
being ever ready, it does not fail to do £ood 
wherever there is opportunity. The money 
so liberally given by the people at home is 
by no means given in vain — it reaches 
in a substantial way the tent and the hos- 
pital — to the well in the trenches, and to 
the sick and wounded ones in hospital. The 
agents of this Commission are always es- 
teemed as gentlemen, and the true friends 
of the soldier. It has become a fixed insti- 
tution, and whoever may write the history 
of this war cannot fail to give a conspicu- 
ous place in its pages to the United States 
Sanitary Commission. 

I am, doctor, very respectfully, 

Y'our obedient servant, 
Edward Livingston Welling, 

Surgooa Id Chief 3d Brigade 3d Division 2d Corp*. 



UNION PRISONERS IN TEXAS. v 

Dr. G. A. Blake, agent of the United 
States Sanitary Commission at New Orleans, 
under date of September 28, 18(14, writes: 
“General Canby has ordered the quarter- 
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masters to forward to our prisoners in Texas 
clothing and medicines. Our commissioner 
has arranged with Major Ignatius Szyman- 
ski, Commissioner of Exchange for the 
rebels in the Trans-Mississippi Department, 
an exchange for threo thousand four hun- 
dred and fifty of our soldiers now in Camp 
Ford, including naval prisoners. Possibly 
the number may be reduced, and the naval 
prisoners be obliged to remain at Camp 
Ford. Instances of cruelty at Camp Ford 
have been few, and at the last interview of 
the commissioner, 13th iust., the rebel com- 
missioner informed ours that he had caused 
the removal of the captain formerly in com- 
mand of the camp, as unsuitable to com- 
mand a camp of prisoners, and better things 
may be hoped for. The prisoners that, have 
come in from rebeldom west of the Missis- 
sippi river present a rugged as well as ragged 
appearance, and no great amount of sick- 
ness arnoug them is reported. Last week 
the stores ordered by General Canby were 
forwarded, consisting of a complete outfit 
for twelve hundred men, including blankets 
and haversacks. Four hundred canteens, 
sixty axes and axe-liclves, and medicines 
were also forwarded.” — N. Y. Even. Post, 
Oct. 12. 

— 

SPECIAL BELIEF. 

From Dr. NichoCs Report, Washington. 

I have had during past week : 

Applicants for pensions, . . . 99 ; 

Sick- soldiers prescribed for and furn- 
' ished medicines, Lodge 4, . . 48 j 

Patients treated at Home Hospital, 

(men,) 104 

Patient's treated at Women’s Home, 
(women,) ..... 12 

From Miss S. L. Phillips. 

Camp P*noi,K Hospital, 1 
October 7, 1SC4. / 

I have but little to report to you with 
regard to affairs in this hospital during the 
past week. There is very little variety in 
my work, though I take great pleasure in 
doing all in my power for the comfort of 
the soldiers. 

THREE SOLDIERS. 

During the week three of our sick soldiers 
have died ; one after a protracted sickness. 
He had long been a Christian, was aware he 
must die, and went willingly, though for 
tbe sake of his family, life was desirable. 



The other two were suddenly called away. 
One died of diphtheria, and the other of 
typoid malarial fever. Disease quickly did 
its work, and they were gone. Doth ex- 
pressed their dependence on the Saviour. 
Nineteen years was the age of each of these 
interesting boys. They were truly sacrifices 
to their country, and when I witness the 
decline and death of so many young men, 
whose hopes are as bright, and whose hold 
on life is as strong as our own, l feel that 
all ire can give or do for them, is perfectly 
paltry in comparison with the fresh, young 
lives (their all on earth) that they have 
given for us. 

CHRISTIAN COMMISSION. 

We learn from a friend who has been 
- engaged for months past in the relief work 
| in the Military Department of Tennessee, 
that the relations of the two Commissions 
are entirely harmonious in that department. 

By common consent all the stores are 
turned over to the Sanitary Commission, 
and all the literature to the Christian Com- 
mission, and the agents of each draw from 
both alike, as they may need for the men. 

The advantage of this arrangement is 
seen in the economy by which goods are 
distributed, and the benefit done to soldiers 
in not duplicating to the same men the 
issues of stores. In addition to this, the 
moral effect that is produced upon flic array 
and the people who contribute is manifest. 
The traet and newspaper distributors draw 
for physical comforts from the Sanitary 
Commission. The agents of the Sanitary, 
in addition to giving physical comfort, draw 
I for religious and other literature#! pon the 
Christian Commission for aid in that depart- 
ment of the service. Thus, unity of purpose 
and harmony of effort are combined for the 
common good, and the impression upon all 
who realize it, is favorable to the common 
cause of our government. 

OITR PRISONERS AND REFUGEES. 

Extract of a letter from City i'oint, by 
Alex. McDonald, M.D. 

I have but little time to write, yet there 
are one or two things which may be of 
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interest to you. First, the enclosed letter, 
which accompanied a towel sent to the Sani- 
tary Commission and issued to a man at the 
front. 

Second, a short notice of our trips to 
Aiken’s Landing, yesicrdny. At 8 80 A.M. 
an officer of the navy appeared, and informed 
us that about one hundred and fi:Ly prison- 
ers. just released from Richmond, were at 
Aiken's Lauding, in want of everything to 
make them comfortable. Of course wc 
prepared clothing and food for them, and 
started from this point at 9 30, with stores 
and relief agents; reached the Landing at 
10 30, where we found the flag of truce 
steamer Mary Washington, loading naval 
prisoners, who were flocking across (tie neck 
from Cox’s Landing; and who, on Veaching 
her upper deck and catching sight of our 
gunboats and the dear old flag, sent up cheer 
after cheer, which was responded to by man- 
ning the rigging of our gunboats, and an- 
swering as only sailors can cheer. 

The steamer New York was lying in the 
stream with several hundred released prison- 
ers, soldiers. Most of them were seem- 
ingly well, but all showed the marks of con- 
finement and hard fare. 

There were ubout two hundred sick, 
many of them men wounded in the recent 
battles before Richmond. Seme, sick from 
disease ami long confinement, who can 
hardly recover, but the greater number 
were able to walk on board the boats and to 
keep about after arriving. 

Major Mulford was having food prepared 
for all, aud only needed a few stores from 
our stock ; we provided all he wanted and 
returned to City Point, feeling thankfnl 
tliul there was no greater need of help. 
The beaming countenances of the men 
showed their inward feeling, and no one 
can tell what that feeling is even after having ' 
experienced it, and some of these men ex- | 
perieneed it to the fullest extent, having 
just received their liberty after a captivity 
of fourteen months. 

Thu "New York" passed down the river 
to-day. I am not sure if the Mary Wash- 
ington followed her. 

We have of late been doing an extensive 
business in the care of refugee families from 
the rebel country travelling to civilization. 
Wc have on board to-night four women and 
five children, some of whom have been three 
weeks on the road. Among the number is 
a woman seventy-four years of age, who 
came in almost exhausted by fatigue. They 



have all been fed, and are now stowed away 
on the upper deck looking quite comfort- 
able, and evidently much pleased with their 
quarters. 

We have a full house to-night as ujfual; 
the bunks are all full and the decks covered 
with soldiers, who are glad to find a resting 
place for their feeble, tired bodies, till the 
morning mail boat takes them North to a 
more bracing atmosphere aud the tender 
care of home aud friends. 

October 19, 18#4. 

HISTORY OF A TOWIL. 

It is now June 1st, 18G4. The writer of 
this sits within her quiet and peaceful home, 
with kiud friends to care fur and love. 

Yet we do not forget those who are labor- 
ing and suffering for us. I have bad a sol- 
dier brother, but he is now at hume dis- 
abled. 

This towel is given by Capt. A. P. Nel- 
son, Co. B, Olid Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia. 

He carried it through a nine months’ 
campaign. It was with him at Donaldson- 
ville, Port Hudson, Ac., Ac., and ho now 
presents it to the ner tly soldier. May he 
who receives it be worthy. May God’s 
blessing uttend you ever while in the path 
of duty, is the wish of M. B. 

CvlenilBs, Mbm. 

RELIEF WORK. 

Extract from a report of one of the 
Auxiliary Relief Corps at City Point. 

For the faithful conscientious Relief 
Agent there is no interval of rest, as long 
as he holds his position, and the war lasts. 
He fills his hands and empties tliem again; 
he gives sympathy that is his own, and yet 
the vast ocean of suffering is seemingly us 
overflowing ns before. He grasps bis arms 
full of labor, and looking ahead sees an un- 
reached multitude, for whom he can only 
yearn aud beseech Omtii|Hitence. A gen- 
tleman, well known at the North, aud who 
has interested himself largely in behalf of 
| the soldiers, said to me but a few days ago, 
“ I fear that many of the people at home 
‘ think that there is no further need of sup- 
j plies,” and said that he would try to destroy 
' that impression. If any have ceased their 
efforts while they can do more, they are 
making hu error for which soldiers will suf- 
fer, but not atone. In the last fierce strug- 
i gles which, though they are 'the last, may 
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be prolonged, it is but just tbat those who 
may be called ilpon to sutler should be as 
well cared for as those who suffered in the 
earlier of these sad days. 

THE COMMISSION IN THE VALLEY. 

From G. A. Muhlech. 

WlNCHKSTKB, Va., I 
October IJ, ISt. 4. j 

You are doubtless in possession of my 
letter dated Martinsburg, 1 1th inst. On 
my arrival here I found, X am happy to say, 
everything going on smoothly. Large issues 
have continued to be made to the many 
hospitals. The early season of frost and 
bad weather brought on a heavy and sudden 
pressure for blankets, quilts, underclothing 
and shoes. As to the hospitals, a further 
Bupply of quilts would be most welcome. 
Most of those cases now remaining at Win- 
chester, are of the most serious nature, and 
quilts arc by far preferable to the rough 
woolen blankets. 

WORTH OF A PAIR OF SHOES. 

I continue to send , almost exclusively, all 
our shot s to the front , Icimwiiuj that each 
pair reinforces Sheridan’s army by one, 
man, who other iciseicotdil be unjit for active 
duty. Our inmates of hospitals here, as 
well as the forces constituting the garrison, 
can better do without them, because they 
are sheltered, and are more within reach of 
the Quarter-Master's supplies Our woolen 
socks have .given out. There remains a 
large case at Martinsburg, which I ordered 
up with the first train. It would bo well 
to forward a further supply, say a thousand 
pairs. * * * 

PACKING HOSPITAL DELICACIES. 

As to hospital delicacies, 1 must renew 
my old and constant complaint about the 
miserable mode of package. A large box 
of jellies, recently forwarded, reached here 
with almost every jar broken, and the con- 
tents entirely lost. This is so much the 
more to be regretted, as the article is very 
scarce, uud constitutes almost the only 
kind of 'food for men shot through the 
mouth. Please give to it your earnest at- 
tention. * * * 

•rOOD TO ACCOMPANY THE WOUNDED. 

Dr. Harris has ordered ten barrels of ale. 
It will be greeted with delight by our 
wounded. However, I fear that its trans- 
portation will prove difficult ou account of 



its heavy weight. We have also made 
arrangements to send one team, loaded with 
food, along with every train of wounded ; 
which, henceforward, will leave Winchester. 

I will detail two competent agents to care 
for the proper distribution along the road. 

Iu regard to the hay or straw, recom- 
mended by yourself and Dr. Harris to be 
furnished to ambulances, wagons, and cars 
destined to transport sick and wounded 
men, I have seen Medical Director Dr. 
Hayes at Martinsburg, aud put at his dis- 
posal the hay you forwarded to me some- 
time ago, and which I have saved for emer- 
gency. I Bent instructions to Mr. Bannis- 
ter to have it shipped by railroad. If this 
supply is not sufficient, we will either draw 
or buy at Martinsburg, as it is altogether 
out of the question to get it here, the valley 
being completely stripped of all food for 
beasts. 

HOSPITAL VISITING. 

To the Kev. Mr. Seaverl have entrusted 
the special superintendence of the hospital 
visiting. He has done admirably. Messrs, 
('orbin and Burdcll arc assigned to the 
same duty. They all work faithfully, and 
much to the credit of the Commission. Mr. 
0 is permanently stationed at the Sheridan 
field hospital. He has a stock of supplies 
with him, and comes every morning to 
our store-rooms to get whatever may be 
needed. * * * 

UNION LADIES’ ASSOCIATION. 

With great satisfaction do I report to you 
that our Union Ladies’ Association has 
worked, thus far, with admirable success. 
All these noble women have been unremit- 
ting in their efforts to help and relieve. 
Their visits are regular and long ; their dis- 
pensations well adapted to the wants of the 
patients, while their preseuce at the sick- 
bed cheers up the hearts of these brave 
fellows, and reminds them of the far home 
and of a mother’s or sister’s loving care and 
devotion. They are well supplied by us 
with delicacies, and tho use made by them 
above suspicion. 

A train of four wagons came up last 
Monday night. I returned them to Mar- 
tinsburg, yesterday. They will be joined 
< there by the two wagons now under repairs, 
and will come up again to-morrow with an 
assortment of stores, which I selected my- 
self bofore leaving Martinsburg. At the 
same time I will send, if ready, the two 
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teams now here, with to-night’s train to 
bring up forage. * * * 

Our mess has been established, and has 
been in operation about a week. 01’ course 
marketing here is difficult and dear, butter 
at frdm sixty to seventy cents, meat from 
seventeen to tweuty cents per pound. We 
have bought the most necessary cooking 
utensils and table furniture; at any rate it 
will prove a considerable saving to the Com- 
mission. * * * 

If at all possible, I will leave for the front 
(Middletown) early to-morrow morning. 
Word just now reaches uie from Col. Faeh 
that supplies are badly needed. The army 
is within my reach, and 1 must see for my- 
self how things look up there. On my 
return I will start for Martinsburg and Cum- 
berland, unless otherwise directed. 1‘lcase 
hurry up blanket* and thot't and woolen un- 
derclothing, principally suiitTS. * * * 

WlXCBRSTKR, V*. t 
October 16, 1804. / 

Since my last report notbiug of particu- 
lar interest has to be recorded. The work 
goes bravely on. A large train, consisting 
of cloven wagons, heavily loaded, rescin d 
us this afternoon. We have had our harfds 
full of work, and at the late hour at which 
I write you now, we have just finished un- 
loading, counting, repacking and reloading 
three teams which to-morrow morning will 
start for the front. I will accompany them 
myself and look into the condition of affairs 
there. I take out a liberal supply of under- 
clothing, crackers and farinaceous fond. * * 

Four empty wagons will return to Mar- 
tinsburg to morrow morning to move stores. 
Please order a further supply of *hoe*, they 
are badly needed ; 500 sheets and IU00 more 
towels will prove also very welcome. As 
oue of the most important item* 1 have to 
mention, pottuye xtiiiiipx. There is an im- 
mense pressure for them. We are conduct- 
ing and constitute, tie facto, the whole post 
department, aud our daily number of letters 
docs not fall much short of 2,000. Besides the 
surgeons in charge of hospitals and even 
the Medical Director's office had to fall 
back on the Commission for this, here so 
rare an article. * * * 

Mr. U., our agent at the “ Sheridan” 
gives great satisfaction, lie is agent, store- 
keeper, hospital visitor, post-master, soldier, 
adviser — in reality a Jiic-talum, whose ser- 
vices are of immense value, and I am happy 
to add, fully appreciated by the medical 



j officers, as well as by the poor sufferers, 
i The arrival of' our large train bas prevented 
our corps of agents from terminating their 
I reports. I will collect them to-morrow, aud 
j after perusal, forward them, together with 
■ the tabular statement of all issues (at Win- 
chester) thus far. 

On Thursday a train of wounded left for 
Martinsburg. As I mentioned already in 
a previous report, 1 had made arrangements 
to provide the poor fellows with food on the 
road. Mr. 15. was detailed by me to accom- 
pany this train with one of our own teams, 
loaded with fresh soft bread) chocolate, 
stimulants, 4c. All has been distributed 
wisely, aud received gratefully by the brave 
boys. This arrangement wi'l continue with 
each successive train of sick and wounded ; 
while on their arrival at Martinsburg they 
will find hot coffee, tea or milk punch, with 
soft crackers, prepared by our agents there, 
and such help as they can find among our 
many true union ladies. * * * 

The humane and generous work of the 
Commission, in behalf of the Confederate 
wounded, has not failed to deeply impress the 
population of this town ; so justly noted 
I down as the abode of the most biller seces- 
I clivities. Respect aud gratitude meet us 
everywhere. 

The work of our “ Hospital Visitors” 
will be more fully explained by Mr. Seaver's 
report, which will be forwarded to you by 
the first mail train. * * * 

From Nathaniel Seaver, Jr. 

In the number of patients, the Sbcridan 
stands first, containing as it does one-third 
of all and one-half of the Union patients in 
Winchester. Being a field hospital, its 
claims upon us fur comfortable clothing, 
blankets, &e., are naturally greater than 
those of hospitals in town, where iu most 
! cases comfortable rooms, and in all eases 
stoves or fire-places, atone in a measure for 
the want of garments aud bed clothes. 
Sheridan is the receiving hospital also, for 
the greater part of those wounded in the 
more recent engagements. The Jir*t need* 
of these men, which are always greater than 
after they have been for some time in hos- 
, pital, must of course be supplied at Sheri- 
dan. Taking these, as well as other facts, 
which I will not at present mention, into 
consideration, it is apparent that this hos- 
pital demands much of our attention. At 
the suggestion therefore, and with the 
. valuable co-operation of Dr. Elisha Harris, 
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it was considered expedient to keep a per- 
manent stock of goods upon the ground, 
and to establish an agent there to attend to 
their proper distribution, as well us to ao- 
quaint'kiiuself with the condition and needs , 
of the patients. This plan met with the 
hearty approval of Ur. Ilaydeu, the surgeon 
in charge, to whom we are under great obli- 
gations for his assistance in providing us 
with a tout, and with the means of trans- 
porting goods. His steward and other offi- 
cers, have also been ready to aid us in every 
particular. Our stock of goods has been 
enlarged by requisitions made upon tho 
local store-house. As agent, I have ap- 
pointed Mr. Thomas J. Corbin, a gentle- 
man whose experience, renders him pecu- 
liarly fitted for such a position. 

In other hospitals, it has been customary 
to fill at the store-houses, general requi- 
sitions made by the surgeons in charge of 
the five hospital departments, viz : 6th, 8th, 
19th, cavalry corps and insurgent hospitals. 
By this means each receives its fair propor- 
tion of goods. In my hospital visiting, 
however, 1 have found it also expedient to 
issue requisitions for individuals, such as 
nurses, ward-masters, assistant surgeons, 
lrieuds or visitors, as the case might be, in 
order the better to meet the varying wants 
of wards and individuals. By this means 
oases which would by a general requisition 
be neglected, are reached, and persons of 
known benevolent intentions aided in their 
labors. The things most needed appear to 
be articles of clothing. There is a constant 
demand for tobacco, stimulants, shoes, 
woolen stockings and blaukets. 

I would suggest that wines, liquors and 
cordials, be packed in smaller bottles, (say- 
two gills,) or some arrangement made by 
which they can be dealt out in smaller 
quantities, in order to provide against fraud, 
and secure a more even distribution. In 
addition to my visits, 'and assistance in the : 
establishment and supply of the tent at ; 
Sheridan, 1 have also partly developed a plan ! 
for the safe delivery of letters which come j 
to Winchester in cure of tho Commission. | 
I am also engaged in drawing up maps of J 
the localities of hospitals for the use of ! 
visitors and agents of the Commission, con- 
cerning which matters I hope to speak 
more at large in my next report. 

Fkom John S. Bi.atchfokd. 

Having had an opportunity to observe, 
with great interest aud gratification, tho j 



I operations of tho U. S. Sanitary Commission 
I in the Shenandoah Valley, since the battle 
of Opiquan and Winchester, on the 19th 
ult., which inaugurated with so signal a 
victory Gen. Sheridau’s successful advance 
through the valley — a brief relation of its 
work may afford interest to the many friends 
of the Commission in this vicinity. 

Until the opening of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad on the 30th ult., to Martins- 
burg, the Commission's depot of supplies 
for the army in Western Virginia, was at 
Harper’s Ferry, a little more than thirty 
miles from Winchester, in tho immediate 
vicinity of which the battle of the 19th was 
fought, and which became the depot for all 
our wounded in the valley, including tho 
Confederate wounded left in our hands, and 
consequently the scene of tho active work 
of the Commission. Martinsburg, its pre- 
sent base of supplies, is twenty-two miles 
from Winchester. 

From these two points its supplies have 
been steadily sent forward to Winchester, 
and thence on to the front through a coun- 
try dangerously infested with guerillas, who 
hover about all trains watching their oppor- 
tunity "of attack. It employs in this service 
tin independent field train often four-horse 
army wagons, which move with the govern- 
ment trains under escort. 

With each Army Corps the Commission 
has its permanent Relief Service, compri- 
sing at least one four-horse army wagon 
with supplies, and a relief Agent for each 
wagon. These move always with the ad- 
vance of the Corps to which they are at- 
tached, and aro constantly replenished by 
communication with the base of supplies. 
Upon the occurrence of the battle on the 
19th, each Corps engaged, viz., the 6th, 8th, 
19th, and Cavalry Corps, was accompanied 
by its Sanitary Relief Agent, whose sup- 
plies were immediately available and speed- 
ily exhausted among the more than four 
thousand wounded that were gathered into 
Winchester from an area of some ten square 
miles fought over. 

Col. Muhlecb, the efficient official in 
charge of the Commission’s work in the 
Department of Western Virginia, immedi- 
ately upon receiving intelligence of the 
battle, proceeded to Winchester with two 
wagon loads of supplies from the store-house 
at Harper’s Ferry, which had been well 
equipped in anticipation of the emergency. 
He arrived at three o’clock on Tuesday 
morning — the 20th — the day after the bat- 
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tie, and at once established a depot of sup- 
plies, taking possession of a building placed 
at bis disposal fur the purpose by the mili- 
tary authorities. Dr. Jenkins, the Gcnerul 
Secretary of the Commission, with Mr. 
Knapp, Associate Secretary, arrived on 
Thursday, the 22d, having first made pro- 
, vision for sending forward additional sup- 
plies from its store-houses at Baltimore and 
Washington, and at once entered upon the 
work of organizing the service of the Com- 
mission, with the view to secure the mfist 
careful use and efficient application of its 
resources. This was especially necessary in 
view of the inadequate provision of the Medi- 
cal Department to meet the emergency, the 
consequent destitution and suffering among 
the wounded, and the difficulties it expe- 
rienced, owing to the lack of transportation, 
in getting forward its supplies. General 
Sheridan's rapid pursuit of Early’s retreat- 
ing army imposed tho heuviest tax upon 
the entire transportation service in his de- 
partment in order to move forward his own 
supplies upon a continually advancing line. 
It was consequently apparent that the Com- 
mission having its own independent trans- 
portation .being able to communicate directly 
with its base of supplies by every opportu- 
nity of escort, would have to meet a large 
deiuand.upon its resources. The organiza- 
tion of its work was go far accomplished, 
that upon the arrival of the next consign- 
ment of supplies on Monday of fourteen 
wagon loads, a very complete and admirable 
system of succor was in operation, and their 
distribution was effected iu accordance with 
a distinct and equitable plan of division so 
as to reach as far as possible with direct- 
ness and precision the most needy ones 
among the multitude of sufferers scattered 
among some forty different buildings, occu- 
pied for hospital use, throughout the town. 

The plan of distribution was briefly, as 
follows : One-fourth of all supplies received 
was reserved to be sent forward to the front, 
to replenish the Belief Service with each 
corps. Another portion— about thirteen- 
twentieths — were issued directly to the 
corps hospitals in bulk, according to their 
ascertained necessities and the relative 
number of wounded in each. These issues 
were made to the surgeons in charge of 
each corps, and by them distributed among 
their several wards. A certain proportion 
was also appropriated for the Sheridan 
General Hospital, designed as the perma- 
nent post hospital, to which the severest 



cases are removed, as they are able, from 
the temporary 'depots in the town. The 
rapid preparation of this hospital, constitu- 
ting as it did the principal provision fur 
the better care and condition of tbe wound- 
ed, reflects the highest credit upon Dr. 
Brinton, the Medical Director, and Dr. 
McKay, the Medical Inspector, under whose 
immediate supervision it was constructed. 

W ithin a little more than four days, be- 
tween 300 and 400 hospital touts rose into 
view on one of the beautiful elevations 
upon the southwestern edge of the town — a 
village iu itself of no mean dimensions, 
with its broad and regular streets, and offer- 
ing in comparison with the wretchedly com- 
fortless and foul quarters in the town, a \ 
really attractive abiding place for eighteen 
hundred patients. 

The remainder of each consignment of 
supplies wae reserved for the Special Belief 
service of the Commission. This was orga- 
nized with the aid of n few uncompromising 
Union women, residents of tho town, who 
have each of them signally proved their 
claim to the title. They were without re- 
sources, and lacked all proper materials 
with which to minister to tbe comfort of 
the men, such effort as they could make 
having been directed to the relief of the 
wounded in one or two of the principal 
buildings. In order to secure systematic 
effort over tfio whole field, the Commission 
had a map of the town prepared showing 
every building occupied for hospital pur- 
poses, with the number of wounded in each. 

The whole area was then divided into seven 
districts, and one representative woman 
a-signed to each, who became responsible 
for certain Relief work in her district, and 
to whom the Commission issued daily such 
articles suitable for the preparation of extra 
diet, as it was able with regard to the 
wants of the whole service. Each of the 
seven called to her aid such additional assist- 
ance as she /bund necessary to perform the 
service. The supplies issued to these ladies 
consisted of crackers, farina, condensed milk, 
beef juice, dessicatcd egg, stimulants, tea, 
sugar, &c. Another lady was designated 
for the same service on behalf of the Con- 
federates wounded. 

In addition to this Relief Service the 
Commission had its regularly organized 
corps of Hospital Visitors, whoso duty it 
was to visit the wounded and report in de- 
tail upon their condition, wants, &c. — to 
supply such minor wants as writing paper, 
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envelopes, tobacco, Ac. — to write letters 
for the disabled, and to perform such other 
personal service as they could for the com- 
fort of the men. In the Sheridan General 
Hospital a large tent was assigned for the 
use of the Commission, arid a Special Diet 
Kitchen established under the direction of 
M iss Harris, who superintends this service 
for all the wounded gathered there. 

It would be difficult to relate in detail 
the many opportunities afforded for the 
peculiar work of the Commission, and the 
appreciative spirit with which its service 
was received aud acknowledged on nil sides. 
The whole work was organised and, with 
its minutest details, most ably and faith- 
fully administered under tho immediate 
direction of the General Secretary of the 
Commission It involved a daily visitation 
of the hospitals, consultation with the medi- 
cal officers, as to the most efficient manner 
in which the Commission could bestow its 
aid, the character aud quantity of the sup- 
plies most needed, the daily movement in 
the population of the hospitals under their 
charge, and all such information in relation 
to the disposition of the wounded as would 
affect its preparations. It received and 
transported for delivery to the post a daily 
average of one thousand letters. It was 
the recipient for transportation to their 
friends, of the personal effects of deceased 
Boldiere. It was the channel of inquiry 
and communication by distant friends as to 
the condition of their wounded. It took 
steps to secure a more careful system of 
marking the graves of deceased soldiers, so 
as to secure with more certainty their future 
identification, and all these details were 
performed with a method aud thoroughness 
that might characterize the ordinary trans- 
actions of a business establishment. 

It worked in thorough harmouy and cor- 
dial co-operation with the military authori- 
ties and the medical officers, whoso untiring 
attention to the wounded, aud unceasing 
efforts to remedy the defects of tho situa- 
tion, deserves a tribute of tho highest 
praise. Each day witnessed an improve- 
ment in the condition of the men, and, as a 
fact that unrecorded, would leave anyrclation 
of the scene imperfect, it was stated by more 
fhan one surgeon that amid all the discom- 
fort and suffering among our own men, they 
had not heard one. utterance of- complaint. 
Its distribution of supplies may be partially 
indicated by the following list, being those 
forwarded from Baltimore up to September 



28th, and not including heavy consignments 
from Washington, nor the goods in store at 
Harper’s Ferry, (estimated at about five 
wagon loads) at tho beginning of the 
battle 

8,242 wool shirts, 8,336 wool drawers, 
4.61)0 handkerchiefs, 3,832 pairs wool socks, 
800 blankets, 500 quills, 806 bed sacks, 
2,062 cushions, 618 pillow ticks, 628 pil- 
lows, 1,024 pillow cases. 703 cotton draw- 
ers, 516 cotton shirts, 480 pairs slippers, 
203’sheets, 006 pairs cotton socks, 20 pieces 
Mosquito netting, -15 pieces oil silk, 36 
barrels crackers, 540 lbs. dessicated eggs, 
060 Ihra roast beef, 3,264 lbs. condensed 
milk, 096 lbs. beef stock, 2,196 lbs. cof- 
fee, 1,832 lbs. sugar, 176 lbs. tea, 384 lbs. 
poaches. 10 barrels eggs, 20 boxes lemons, 
50 boxes chocolate, 8 barrels potatoes, 1 
barrel vinegar, 157 barrels dried apples, 
120 lbs. corn starch, 288 lbs. Farina, 60 
lbs. canned chicken, 47 lbs. butter, 1.678 
bottles whiskey, 600 bottles sherry wine, 
78 gallons pickles, 112 bottles blackberry 
brandy, 838 bottles Jamaica ginger, 12 
bottles alcohol, 12 bottles Jamaica rum, 150 
lbs. candles, 430 lbs. soap, 1,104 tin cups, 
260 bed pans, 50 feeding cups, 240 spit 
cups, 509 tin plates, 144 basins, 108 lan- 
terns, 12 doz. eaudlesticks, 120 head-rests, 
12 bed tables, 41,000 envelopes, 25 reams 
note paper, 179 doz. chewing tobacco, 179 
doz. smoking tobacco, 10 hogsheads. ice, 750 
pairs of crutches, linen bandages, pails, 
spoons, knives and forks, brooms, wash- 
boards, washtubs, baskets, chisels, tacks, 
hatchets, axes, saws, hammers, corkscrews, 
can openers, lamps, kettles, stoves, oil pans, 
boilers, blank-books, mucilage, penholders, 
pens, lead pencils, ink, corn meal, lint, 
sponges, adhesive plaster, table salt, shoes, 
oats, hay, reading matter, Ac. 

These supplies were all issued with du6 
f orm — a requisition and receipt accompany- 
ing each issue — and each night the account 
of stock in store-house made to correspond 
with the recorded issues of the day. 

Such is a very brief and partial relation 
of what a few days gave opportunity to ob- 
serve of the work of the Commission upon 
one of the many occasions when it carries 
the bounty and kindly ministrations of our 
peaceful homes to the suffering hernes of 
our battle-fields; and I would fain impart 
something of tho satisfaction the observa- 
tion has afforded to at least a few of the 
many untiring workers and supporters of 
the Commission, wbo do not look upon the 
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scenes of its most active and beneficent 
work . — Boston Transcript , October \ith, 
1864. 

From Thomas J. Corbin. 

Shcmdax U. S. A. Gbx'l. Hospital, 1 

Winchester, Va., October 16, 1864. J 

Tho calvary corps hospitals I found in 
excellent condition, especially the one in 
the Methodist Church on Market street 
The patients in the hospitals of both corps 
(8th and cavalry) appeared cheerful and 
conteuted, and seemed to me to be as com- 
fortable as could be expected, under then 
existing circumstances. Such sullies its ; 
had beeu drawn from the Sanitary Cotnmis- | 
sion appeared to me, on looking over the ' 
requisitions and comparing the quantities 
drawn, with what I saw in the hospitals in 
use, to have beeu faithfully and judiciously 
applied. In addition I supplied several 
patients with blankets, under clothing, &c. 

Tho condition of patients in the Sheridan 
hospital is daily improving. Although they 
et lack some of the comforts which could 
e supplied them further north, yet, upon 
the whole, they appear to me to be more 
comfortable than could be hoped. A supply* 
of warm under clothing aqd shoes is much 
needed. 

The post-office for tho camp has been 
established in the Commission's tent, and 
promises to become quite a convenience to 
the men. 

The articles enumerated in this statement 
have gone, as I believe, directly to the pa- 
tients that they were intended for, and 1 
have heard the highest praise awarded, by- 
both officers and men, to tho Commission 
for the energy and forethought shown in 
furnishing supplies of all kinds, without 
which the sick and wounded must have 
suffered severely. On one occasion I furn- 
ished stimulants for one hundred and fifty 
wounded cn route to Martinsburg, there 
not being any in the dispensary of the hos- 
pital. But for the Commission, these inefi 
would have been sent without any stimu- 
lants whatever. 

From Wm. J. Bbindell. 

* * Met no difficulties until within three 
quarters of a mile of Woodstock. Here the 
left flankers were fired upon by guerillas, 
concealed in the woods, causing' only a 
momentary delay and doing no injury, j 
henceforward we went on more cautiously. I 



j Kvery eye was strained to its utmost eapa- 
i city — in woods, over hills, first to the left, 

\ then to the right, to catch the first sight of 
Moseby’s men. At length we reached New 
Market. All was in readiness to park, when 
an unwelcome sound set every nerve to 
twitching. “ Zip, zip,” was heard, and we 
knew so well the meaning of that unspoken 
language, that it was not a long while before 
non-combatants got under cover. Wo were 
again attacked. Quietness prevailed in a 
short time, and we retired to rest only to 
be awakened out of a sleep, in time to hear 
the command, “ Meu, rally around the 
wacons.” * * * 

Presently the monotony of our ride was 
broken in upon by the crack of a rifle. This 
wakened us very soon. We heard three 
shots fired but could see no one. Tho re- 
ports came from the rear of the train, and 
we were distant six miles from Harrison- 
burg. A halt was ordered and the firing 
ceased ; after Which we moved on and reach- 
ed Harrisonburg without molestation. It 
was only then I found that my travelling 
companion was missing, together with sev- 
eral others. I went directly to Sheridan’s 
headquarters, and through the kindness of 
Dr, Geisallen, Medical Director, ascertained 
the situation of the 8th and 19th corps. The 
goods were then distributed according to 
their respective necessities. During my 
stay in town I visited by request of the Di- 
rector, the different hospitals, and found that 
they had already received the benefit of san- 
itary stores through the promptness of Mr. 
Hammer, agent for the 19th corps. The 
round trip occupied eight days. 

On my return to Winchester I com- 
menced visiting the sick and wounded scat- 
tered in private houses, to the number of 
fifty-two, the majority of whom were badly 
wounded, and in great need of delicacies 
and stimulants ; many of the families with 
whom they were staying had not means suf- 
ficient to sustain themselves, much less to 
provide delicacies for others. Many are 
iodged in families whose predilections and 
sympathies are strongly southern, and con- 
sequently bitterly opposed to everything 
northern, yet they are earing for our sick 
and wounded. Always have I asked par- 
ticularly, in these latter cases, “ Are you 
being well cared for by the family?” and 
the answer is given jn the affirmative. I 
have yet to hear the first case of complaint. 
All the men arc improving and in good 
spirits. 
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Extract of a graphic letter from Colonel | 
Muhlech to F. N. Knapp, written after the J 
retreat of our forces from Cedar Creek, Va., I 
on the 18 th of October: — 

The musketry was perfectly awful for 
about ten minutes, but the enemy were 
bloodily repulsed, and at nightfall we held 
our ground everywhere. All trains had 
been ordered to the rear, and the oapture 
of every wagon at one time seemed almost 
inevitable. I bad just one day before, sent 
out three wagons loaded with supplies for 
our field agents. To hunt up these six 
corps wagons, was an awful task. However, 

1 succeeded, got them into line, and then a 
retreat commenced as I never had sqcn 
before. Over hills aud rocks, through 
ditches and ravines, the trains went to the 
rear at a furious speed. The pioneer corps 
hud in some places to cut us a road through 
the woods, as the pike could not be used 
on accouut of the enemy’s artillery tire, 
which was very heavy. However, the whole 
army train reached Winchester in safety. 
My wagons aud every particle of stores are 
safe. Near Newtown, about seven miles j 
south of Winchester, one of our loaded 
wagons broke down. By dint of hard j 
work aud stroug exertion, we had the goods 
rapidly unloaded, and put in one of the 
empty wagons, losing nothing but a barrel 
of dried apples, which was knocked to 
pieces, and had to be abandoned. Reach- 
ing a point about two miles south of Win- ; 
cheater, the trains awaiting further orders : 
narked on both sides of the road, I ordered 
our own wagons out of the line, and had 
them brought into town in charge of Col. 
Each, with instructions to keep the loaded 
wagons untouched, and to have all our 
empty ones (five) ready at a moment’s no- 
tice, with the horses harnessed. To the 
store-house l seut instructions, to quietly 
puck away all valuable articles, and to keep 
delicacies on hand, to be hurried over to 
the hospitals and lady visitors, in case it 
should have to be evacuated. Seeing all 
my train safe, (the broken wagon included.) 

1 returned at once to the front, failing in 
very soon with General Fessenden, and we 
both, without even an orderly, pushed for- 



driven out of Winchester by the provost 
guard, nnd returned to their corps, aud as 
up to this late hour (midnight,) no indica- 
tion of a retreat has appeared as yet. What- 
ever may happen, the circumstance shall not 
find me wanting., 

At day-break to-morrow morning, I shall 
return to the field with one or two loads of 
such stores as arc most needed on the 
battle-ground. * * * 

I have furnished to the hospitals, a daily 
and quite large supply of poultry, butter, 
cgtrs, apple-butter, honey, buttermilk, &c. 
Resides, the Commission furnishes to the 
wuunded on their way to Martinsburg food 
aud stimulants, as these poor fellows very 
often are hurried away without a proper 
supply, and would arrive in Martinsburg 
| in a starving condition. Soft bread, ham, 
dried beef, chocolate, etc., constitute those 
supplies. 

Four of oar teams with wagon-master 
Clarke, are at Martinsburg. If the army 
does not fall back 1 shall expect them up 
to-morrow, with some of the needed goods. 

We nave no reliable information as yet, 
as to the total number of onr wounded in 
to-day’s battle, however it must be large; 
we keep there a sufficient stock of stores at 
my disposition. * * * 

Please do not forget the postage stamps. 
We are conducting here the post-office for 
this whole army, and the number of letters 
forwarded daily averages between two or 
three thousand. * * * 

Fkom G. A. Muhlech. 

Hahckh’s Fkhiiy, Va., ) 
October 23, 1804 / 

Returning late in the evening from the 
field of battle, I ascertained that but the 
slightly wounded men would be brought to 
Winchester, while all the severe cases had 
to be left at Newtown, where a large field 
hospital was Established in great haste. 
As in almost every case, so here again the 
government supplies were scanty and en- 
tirely inadequate: Long lines of ambu- 

lances were coming in every quarter of an 
hour, until the hastily erected hospital 
tents and every house of the village were 
crowded with wouuded men. Large num- 



ward again to the liue of battle. My object hers were stretehed out along the sidewalks, 

was to ascertain exactly the condition of without struw, and many, eveu without a 

our army, and the probabilities for an eva- blanket to cover them. Giving the spur to 

cauat ion, or for a renewed battle to-morrow my horse, l hurried buck to Winchester 

morning. I am incliucd to believe in the and ordered a wagon to be ready at day- 

' latter, as the bulk of the stragglers were light, to start for Newtown with such stores 
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as were most immediately Deeded. Early 
next morning Mr. Kuowltou (a very excel- 
leut young mau) left in charge of a very 
heavy load of assorted goods, lie had in- 
structions to ascertain more fully the wants 
at Newtown by conferring with the surgeon 
in charge; also to stay aud assist in the 
distribution of these goodp. He was ex- 
pected back in the evening next day; had, 
however, not arrived yet when I left for 
Mnrtiusburg. 1 trust he may not have 
met with any accideut. 

Friday last (21st inst.) will be long re- 
membered by our whole Sanitary household. 
Early in the morning I received informa- 
tion that about two thousund of our brave, 
bleeding boys were expected to pass through 
Winchester, on their way to Baltimore. I 
proceeded at once to the Medical Director's 
Office, for the purpose of inquiring whether 
all the necessary arrangements had been 
made for feeding and providing these men 
on their long journey. Though assured 
that orders had been given to have 2,UU0 
rations cooked for them, 1 felt strongly in- 
clined to think that there might be some 
delay. Accordingly, I had a large number 
of wash-boilers brought to our mess room, 
with a sufficient quantity of sugar aud coffee, 
and our cooks went to work at once. Medi- 
cal Purveyor Dr. Shields, our friendly 
neighbor, gladly put his owu store at my 
disposal, and another large quantity of cof- 
fee was prepared by us there, too; finally I 
made au appeal to Mrs. Brittain for the 
same purpose, and that lady, also, willingly 
lent a helping hand. I uext went to the 
baker shop, securing there ouo thousand 
loaves of m/t bread. In the meanwhile I 
had ordered up the whole force of my corps, 
and given them instructions for a system- 
atic distribution among the different divi- 
sion trains of ambulances. Every hand was 
now busy. Some looking to the coffee, 
which had to be carried, boiling, several 
squares; others carrying large armsful of 
bread; others again cutting ham and dried 
beef in largo quantity. It was about 5 
o’clock when the head of the endless line 
of umbulanccs came in through the main 
street. Thoi;o of the 6th Corps stopped 
right in front of the Taylor Hotel and of 
our store, rooms, while the different divi- 
sions of the 8th and 19th Corps filed into 
the steeds of their respective hospital head 
quarters. And now the work of charity 
commenced. Darkness had meanwhile set 
in ; the streets were entirely blocked up with 



1 double lines of ambulances. Hundreds of 
lanterns aud flickering lights were pissing 
! to uud fro ; men were rushing iuto houses 
and stores fur assistance, or deinauding 
I some article pressiugly needed. Our own 
1 room presented the spectacle of a motley 
living mass. Officers of all ranks, surgeons, 

: nurses, well meu aud wounded, all crowded 
j the limited space, anxious to reach the 
j Commission’s help cither for themselves or 
for some comrade and dear friend It was 
1 indeed, a task more difficult aud trying than 
! I hail yet met with, to help aud direct op 
I all sides; however, thanks to the noble be- 
havior of our own agents, of some true citi- 
zens, (who offered me their assistance,) and 
of .half a dozen of brave boys of the 27th 
Mass., (in garrison at Newtown,) the Com- 
: mission’s great and sole object — to brighten 
; this dark hour was attained aud welt ful- 
filled. Not an ambulance was slipped. Two 
detachments of agents with assistants passed 
j along each line of auibulaoces, some dis- 
! tributing coffee, others soft bread,' others 
j again ham, dried beef, chocolate, etc. 

I When our coffee had given out we tell back 
: on milk punch which was exceedingly 
relished. Thus we worked, one and ull, 
until ten (10) o'clock at night. By thut 
time all the poor sufferers were fed, their 
wounds dressed, aud then this immense 
train, loaded with maimed soldiers, took up 
again its long and dreary march towards 
the Potomac. The night was bitter cold 
and rainy. Many wounded were shivering 
with cold ; as far as any means reached 1 
distributed bluukcts, quilts, towels, hand- 
kerchiefs, etc., etc. At a late hour Dr. 
Blaney again called on me for stimulants, 
j The Medical Department had whiskey, but 
only in barrels, and distribution in such a 
form and under such circumstances was 
; impracticable. Again the Commission 
\ proved a saviour. 

Never shall I forgot the ghastly sights of 
that October night 1 never the groans and 
moanings of that living mass of mutilated 
soldiers, fighting, no longer the foe, but 
agony and death. Mauy, very many, I 
I grieve to say it, were in no condition to 
j bear transportation to such distant points 
j and over such rough and broken roads. 

| What did I find on my arrival at Mnr- 
j tiusburg 't No cooked rations, no stimu- 
lants. no covering for these shivering, half- 
dead men! Helpless,. Dr. Hayes ran about, 
not knowing how or where, to find assist- 
ance. Information of tbc arrival of this 
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immense train only reached him, when the 
head of the column was almost on the out- 
skirts of the town, lie it said to his honor, 
all that was within human power, was done 
by this officer, to help and alleviate, lie | 
was faithfully assisted by Mr. Weslcott and 
myself. 1 am happy to state that he re- 
ceived the assistance of the Commission 
with profound gratitude. Every drop of 
stimulant, every cracker, the last quilt or 
blanket, were put at his disposal. Large 
numbers of wounded were carried into pri- 
vate houses, fed, dressed and tenderly cared 
for. Well may the Union feel proud of 
Martinsburg — well may feel proud hernoblo 
daughters! Nor do I draw a line between 
Union people and their political foes — they 
all did nobly, and their conduct will be for- 
ever recorded in the grateful hearts of 
thousands. 

The hay previously forwarded by Mr. 
Bannister to Martinsburg, proved truly a 
God-send ; however, the quantity was alto- 
gether insufficient. Not an armful of bay 
or straw were obtainable in all the town. 

I would gladly have paid any price, had it 
only laid in our power to get it. 

A letter from Dr. Harris reached me on 
the very day when I left Winchester. It 
was the pressing, absolute necessity of get- 
ting supplies at once and in large quanti- 
ties, which directed me to hasten to Martins- 
burg personally, in order to get telegraphic 
communication with you. * * * 

I accompanied the sad “ cortege,” and 
after a gloomy, mournful ride on horseback, 
lasting all night, we reached Martinsburg 
yesterday morning at 8 o’clock. * * * 

From S. Bradley Westcott. 

MaRTiNSDCRQ, October 15, 1864. 

We arrived at this place on Friday, 
September 30, and found that we had 
been assigned a store house, which upon 
examination proved to be inadequate to our 
need, but upon application to Capt. Wray, 
Quartermaster, we were through his kind- 
ness assignod a very finely situated and 
commodious store, in Gratiatham llall build- 
ing on King street, which we dow occupy 
ns office and supply depot, retaining the 
other as a store-house. 

We are greatly indebted to the officers 
in charge at this post, and their assistants 
for many 'acts of kindness and courtesy, 
since we have been stationed here. * * * 

We forwarded to Winchester, October 



4, six wagon loads ; October 10, four 
wagon loads; October ]5, eleven wagon 
loads. Seven of the latter were our own, 
and four were government wagons. 

We have also distributed a very large 
quantity of gtxids, both clothing and food, 
for the use of the siek and wounded, who 
pass through here from the trout. We 
have al,so issued a limited quantity of clo- 
thing to individual soldiers, who were away 
from their commands and destitute of 
clothing. * * * 

The hospitals are visited by us on the 
arrival of the traius, and such aid rendered 
as lays in our power, such as the adminis- 
tering of stimulants, and to their wants as 
the case may demand, and our facilities 
allow. * * * 



List of articles issued by the U . S. Sanitary Com- 
mission at Winchester, Va.. to /hospitals and 
wounded men quartered in private houses, from 
September 21 to October 21, inclusive. 

B«*S »nek*. 1022| Crack. ra, lb-, 3240 

SUnk.-!. ( vr..., ten) .-on, Cnrn Starch. Ib* 810 

Csatllcllck* 04 j t'oril meal, barrel 1 

Comb-, flu. -.... J i Ext Jaulacaglugcr, bta. 718 

" course ....... | Kariaa. Mm ti )9 

Cuabiao, 7 S 0 Jeille. and praaenrau, lbn. 28 

Hcad-ra-t. 4 bJ I-cntuna... .47.30 

Halve, and Fork. It: Hnlsu, lb, 1015 

Medicine cup, 22 Nutmeg., It'-. 3 

.Mii-pur.i netting, ptecea 28 1 ’tckle., gullea. 8^4 

Oil , ilk piece. 27 1 Pepper, lb, 22 

rail,, wuodwu 41 Porter, bottle. 432 

Pillow. 400 j Potatoes, barreln 3 

" ca-ea 488 Knm, Jamaica, bulll-a.. 48 

" tick* 213 sail Flail, lbn 40 

Qatlta 388, Sugar, whim, ll>, 625 

Sheeta... 228 “ brown, llta 928 

Spltcupa 10 , Tamariud,. lag, 2 

Spoon,, dox 22) Tea, black, lb, 165 



Towel* 1147 

Tin enp* Pits 

** bn-lni f*> 

“ plate* f<X> 

Broom* 23 

Caudle*, lb* 40 

Kerosene stoves, with 

furniture 7 

Drawers, cotton 824 

" woolon 1118 


[ “ green, lit* 76 

Tobacco, amitking, lb*. . 906 
'* chewing lb*. . 200 

Tomato**, lbn 64 

Kanpberry vinegar. Bot. 12 

Cherry wine, bottle* 4G6 

Wh inkey, bottle* 6i8 

Alcohol, bottlo* 4 

Bandage*, barrel* 3 

1 Bay rum, bottle* 37 


bhirt*. cotton t*»!2 


Crutches, pair* 243 










Sock*, cotton, pair*... / a-,.. 

“ woolon, *• ...{*“* 0 
Dried apple*, lbn 400 


Magazine* quantity 

Old Linen, barrel* 3 

Heading matter. .. .quantity 


Blackberry wine or 

brandy, bottle* 70] 

Canoed meal*, lira 2*vi 

“ fruit*. lb* 3<JI 

Fre*h egg*. barrel* 10 

Defalcated eggs, lb* 382 

Liquorice, lb* A 

Extract of Vanilla, bot, . 12 

Bromine, o*. 47 

Chocolate, lb* ...847#^! 

Coffee, ground, barrel*.. 2t$j 
Condensed milk, lbs. . . ..'44821 


Soap, lbs 282 

1 Splint* 366 

Sponge*, lb*. 2 

Tract*, boxe* 3 

Adhesive plaster, roll*.. 5 

Envelopes 14355 

Ink bottle* 22 

Note paper, ream* 40 

Pencil*, dozen* 28 

Pen holder*, dozen*. ... 53 

I’eos quantity 

Mucilage, bottle* 0 



G. A. Muhlech, 
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LETTER FROM AN OBSERVER. 

. Field Hospital, 3d Division, 2d Coup, 1 
JStfore Petersburg, Va. Oct. 21, 1864. j 

A tour of inspection of some weeks in 
tbe armicj operating against Richmond, 
with special reference to the religious and 
sanitary efforts made for our soldiery 'has 
impressed upon my mind some thoughts I 
wish to express. 

Reserving for another occasion my re- 
marks upon the religious work, please note | 
for the present the sanitary work of the 
Commission. The question whether such 
an institution is needed at all, has been set- 
tled long ago, and unanswerably. The 
blessings of thousands now living and 
actively serving their country, is upon it, 
and in the firm conviction that they could 
not have lived, except for the sanitary 
stores, and kind and timely aid received 
through this organization. While the 
government makes a liberal and considerate 
provision for its soldiery, above what any 
other nation has made, and perhaps all 
that should be expected of it, there are yet 
many stores — delicacies for the sick, cor- 
dials for the fainting, clothing for the 
wounded, which government cannot fur- 
nish, or not in sufficient quantities, espe- 
cially in the frequent emergencies of so 
terrible a campaign as this one has been. 
These thousand things, which our citizen 
soldiery bad when at home, the Sanitury 
Commission furnishes to them in the 
field, and thus brings back to their mem- 
ories and hearts, the sweet ministries of 
wife, mother, sister, in the old home- 
stead. This of itself doubles the proba- 
-bility of their recovery if sick, and increases 
their value in the field, for it keeps bright 
and strong, the chaiu which biuds them 
to their homes, aud ever presents the dear 
ones for whom they are doing battle. 

FIELD IIOSPITAL8. 

The Commission is of untold value in 
the field hospitals. The hospital is the 
saddest place in an army ; it is also the place 
where you see the best side of our poor 
humanity. Take, as an illustration of what 
the Sanitary Commission does for our men 
in hospital, a simple statement of the fads 
in oue case. 

In the 3d Division Hospital of the 2d 
Corps, where all the government appoint- 
ments are admirable — Dr. Everts, Medical 
Director; Dr. Welling, Surgcon-iu-charge, 
with able assistants; Chaplain Porter, caring 



for the sanitary and religious interests, ex- 
perienced and kind nurses, and all other 
provisions for the sick which government 
can make — there is still a wide field of 
action, blessed nud greatly needed action — 
for this beneficent society. There are 
bronght a dozen of wounded men, into 
the hospitul whose clothing has been cut 
to pieces, to get at their wounds for dress- 
ing. Here is needed immediately a dozen 
shirts and drawers, and some slippers, 
a half dozen hospital gowns, some cajis 
for the head, paper, pens, envelopes, ami 
a ready hand to speed a letter home, and 
tell the friends the facts in each case — 
All these the .Sanitary Commission furnish. 
As soon as the poor fellows are washed, 
their wounds dressed, and their clean gar- 
ments on, they want some cordial, tea, 
farina, or some other delieaey furnished by 
the Commission. And when about to re- 
turn to the field of action after recovery, 
they are destitute of needles, thread, but- 
tons, kerchiefs, socks, Ac. These the Com- 
mission provides. Now suppose, as is the 
fact, that there has passed through one 
Division hospital since this campaign com- 
menced, four thousand wounded, and three 
thousand Bick men. and that the great mass 
of them needed and received more or less 
aid of this kind, aud language cunnot ex- 
press the amount of suffering relieved, com- 
fort afforded, encouragement given, and 
hope infused in hearts which greatly appre- 
ciate human sympathy. 1 am informed that 
above ten thousand dollars worth of sani- 
tary stores have been furnished to those 
seven thousand sufferers mentioned above. 
A thousand blessings on the donors! Aud 
this only one specimen of its wide work. 

INDIVIDUAL RELIEF. 

A still more interesting, if not more im- 
portant part of the Commission's work, con- 
sists in its personal ministrations not only 
to the t pounded ami the sink hut to the weary, 

I worn, exhausted mm in the. trenches, on 
I picket, on march , and especially in battle. 

Go for one day with Rev. John E. Vassar, 
who labors with the Commission in the 
I 3d Division of the 2d Corps, and note his 
labor of love. Early in the morning he 
fills his haversack with paper, envelopes, 
tea, needles, buttons, ginger, tobacco, and 
some tracts aud papers, or testaments, and 
is off upon a trump of six, eight or ten 
! miles through camps, artillery parks, forts, 
trenches, and even into the picket lines, in 
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front of the enemy. Hero he asks for 
a cup of water, ami gives in return paper 
and envelope, and a word of exhortation 
that the soldiers may drink of the waters of 
eternal life. There he leaves tobacco, and 
tells the men not to be satisfied with earthly 
things. Here he writes a letter for a poor 
fellow who cannot write, all the while pray- 
ing that his nahie may be written above. 
There he whispers to a dying man of Jesus 
and his love — all the while pressing on, doing 
good in every way opened up, and winning 
upon himself and those who send him, grate- 
ful blessings. And now sup|>ose a battle is 
imminent — an advance about to be made, 
Yussar hurries back to the station; the 
sanitary wagon is loaded with an assort- 
ment of all things needed for the fearful 
emergency — horses are in readiness, and 
with the command “ march,” he is off, and 
close up to the marching, fighting men, 
and when the wounded begin to be borne 
back by tens or fifties, or hundreds, here 
oftentimes among the first in the temporary 
hospital arc found the sanitary stores and 
their prompt agents. And a thousand dol- 
lars worth of needed stores administered at 
such a time, and by men of such large 
sympathies, and cheering, hopeful words — 
as is Vassar, and many other laborers — is 
worth ten times its cost, to the donors 
at home, and to the men who are succored. 
But my paper is filled. 

I am aware that some say that the Com- 
mission has received enough. Enough ! 
Enough perhaps for this stupendous cam- 
paign so far, but without a constant and 
liberal iucome, it is impossible to carry 
forward so vast and beneficent a work. No, 
no, not enough, till the rebellion is put 
down and every sufferer has been relieved 
as far as possible by the sympathies and 
benefactions of the loyal North. Nor will it 
do to say, that the supplies are not all placed 
in the hands of those for whom provided. 
There must be some expense in the distri- 
bution, and there may occasionally be some 
misuse. What human work is immaculate? 
Take it all in all, I doubt if ever so large a 
benefaction was so well administered. Only 
let active, earnest men, to go personally to 
the needy, and give with their own hands be 
increased, and the system will be near per- 
fection. J, M. Stevenson. 
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING 
EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 

Wasuinotuk, 1 

October 6, 1SG4. / ^ 

Col. Hoffman, U. S. A. 

( Com Geu of Paroled Prisoners. 

Sir : — The Sanitary Commission desires, 
with the approval of the Medical Depart- 
ment, to place an agent or agents with 
sanitary supplies on board such boats as 
may be sent south to bring back our ex- 
changed or paroled prisoners. The object 
would be to minister to the well beiug and 
comfort of our returning men, acting of 
course under the direction of the surgeon 
in charge. 

I would, therefore, respectfully request 
of you permission to place such agent or 
agents und supplies on board such boats. 

Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 

Fred. N. Knapp, 

Awoclate Sec. 



OUR PRISONERS. 

The following extract of report to Mr. F. 
N. Knapp, Associate Secretary, on supplies 
to our prisoners, made by Dr. M. M. Marsh, 
Agent, will bo read with peculiar interest : 

In June last, the authorities in Charles- 
ton, allowed us to send such supplies as 



Orncs or tbs Cox. Gex or Paisoxsus, 

Waihmgton, It C., October JO, 1864. 

Fred. N. Knapp, 

Amo. Sac 0. S. Sab. Com., Wuhiogton, D. C. 

Sir: — Your application on bchulf of the 
U. S. Sanitary Commission of the 6th inst. 
requesting authority to send an agent or 
agents with sanitary supplies, on board the 
steamers which are about to be despatched 
to Charleston or Savannah, to receive in- 
valid paroled prisoners, the object being to 
minister to the necessities and comfort of 
the returning men, has been laid before the 
Secretary of War, and I am directed to in- 
form you that the application is granted. 

The steamers, four or five probably, are 
expected to leave Fort Monroe the latter 
part of this week, under the orders of Maj. 
Gon. Butler, Commissioner for Exchanges, 
who will be informed of the permission 
granted to you, and will, no doubt, afford 
you every facility for carrying out your 
benevolent design. 

Very respectfully, your obd’t serv't 
W. Hoffman, 

Col. 3d Inf’tj, Com. Gen Prisoner*. 
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individuals desired. The facilities for trans- 
portation were limited, but 1 think, allow- 
ed to 'the extent the enemy could afford. 
Having no memoranda with me, an exact 
statement of the number of times and quan- 
tities gent, cannot be given ; but through 
the month of July and to the 18th of 
August, supplies were forwarded to indi- 
vidual prisoners who distributed them at 
discretion, and returned receipts for the 
same through the Confederate authorities. 

About this time a regular system of inter- 
course was instituted by the appointment 
of Commissioners of Exchange. Col. Wood- 
ford by Major General Foster, gnd Col. 
Lay, by Major General Samuel Jones, on 
the part of the enemy. Both are honor- 
able and high-minded men, who have ac- 
complished all that the embarrassing cir- 
cumstances always attending exchanges, 
and so little comprehended by the public, 
would permit. 

Col. Woodford’s zeal to relieve the neces- 
sities of our unfortuuate men, hag abun- 
dantly testified to the discretion of the 
Major General commanding in his appoint- 
ment, while Col. Lay, has done all his posi- 
tion would permit to second the efforts of 
our own commissioner. 

Our method has been to take receipts for 
supplies from the Confederate commissioner, 
having invoiced them to some prisoner per- 
sonally known to us, requesting him to 
distribute to those most needy, and by 
letter acknowledge to us the receipt of the 
oods. Acknowledgments of these issues 
ave usually been promptly returned, and 
for the satisfaction of the donors, we are 
happy to state that in all probability, a very 
large per cent, of supplies, have reached our 
men so sadly needing them. 

ARTICLES ISSUED TO PRISONERS. 

The aggregate amount forwarded to officers 
and privates in Confederate prisons, irrespec- 
tive of issues to those exchanged, stands thus 
— 3,500 pairs woolen socks, 4,370 woolen 
shirts, 3,350 pairs woolen drawers, 4,500 
handkerchiefs, 4,500 towels, 190 coats, 123 
vests, 1,000 pairs pants, 1,000 do. shoes, 

1.000 hats, 2,000 blankets, 733 bed ticks, 

1.000 pillow ticks, a quantity of needle 
books, pin cushions, soap, combs, stationery, 
gamps, abdominal bandages, stimulants und 
t:n ware. 20 bbls. soft crackers, 1,000 lbs. 
corn starch, 1,000 lbs. farina, 75 lbs. arrow 
root, 1,000 lbs. beef steak, 1,000 lbs. canned 
tomatoes, 500 lbs. chocolate, 200 lbs. cocoa, 



1.000 lbs. coffee, 140 lbs. tea, 180 gallons 
pickles, 250 lbs. jellies, 1 1 bbls. dried fruit, 
144 lbs. lemon juice, 10 lbs. pepper, 10 
lbs. mustard, 0 dozen bottles extract of 
ginger. 

Since the above issues, we have received 

3.000 blankets, 2,000 shirts, 2,000 pairs 
drawers, 2,000 pairs socks, 1,000 pairs shoes, 

2.000 pairs pants and 1,000 blouses, a large 
portion of which, if not all. has previous to 
date, been issued and received by our un- 
fortunate men at different places within the 
Confederate lines. 

The cash value of these supplies will 
exceed $65,000. 

The above list is irrespective of the ex- 
tensive and valuable invoice selected by 
the Associate Secretary, Mr. F. N Knapp, 
and forwarded to the Department of tbo 
South, in anticipation of a general exchange 
of prisoners. 

Thus can bo seen at a glance the amount 
of relief work performed in this Department 
in a brief space of time. The manner of 
doing this work has already been detailed. 

The assistance received from the mili- 
tary authorities, I gratefully acknowledge. 
From the Major Gcueral commanding to 
the laborer on the wharf, all have lent a 
willing hand. , 

Were evidence needed of the soldiers 
active sympathy with suffering, here it is 
overwhelming. Brother could not do more 
for brother, than officer and private, have 
done each in his place, in all our undertak- 
ings. 

From our first coming here, the Quarter- 
master’s Department, lias furnished all 
needed transportation, and often to its own 
manifest inconvenience, and has now added 
to the obligations previously imposed upon 
the Commission. 

When these tens of thousands of sufferers 
were thrown upon the Commission, and our 
large stock of supplies was rapidly being 
exhausted, Capt. Lamb, A. Q. M., at a re- 
duced valuation, supplemented us from his 
own stores, and in preparing and urging 
forward supplies, evinced a benevolence of 
heart and energy of action, that should be 
known to all whose privations be assisted 
to lessen. 

The following from Dr. Blake, concerns 
Prisoners in Texas : 
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From Dr. George A. Blake. 

N*w Orleans, October 14, 1864. 

Mr. Stevens arrived last Saturday. An 
exchange of prisoners will occur within a 
few days near the mouth of the Bed River, 
and he will accompany the Commissioner 
of exchange on the trip. As some of our 
prisoners will he obliged to march from 
Camp Ford, in Tyler, Texas, to Alexandria, 
La., about one hundred miles, and others, 
crowded on transports, to come down Red 
River, more or less of them will become 
used up, and require attention. He will 
take with him stimulants, milk, beef-stock, 
crackers, &c., articles easily prepared and 
easily dispensed. * * * 

I had an interview this A. M., with Col. 
Vollutn, Medical Inspector, on Gen Canby's 
stafT, by his request. He expressed him- 
self very favorably towards the Commission, 
and wished me to report to him at the end 
of the month, the amount of vegetables 
issued from our store-house. I asked him 
if he had visited our “ Home” in the city, 
he replied, “ Oh, yes, I have been all over 
it, spent many a day there, because 1 heard 
some complaints against it, but I found it 
an excellent institution." In view of a con- 
centration of troops in the region of Mobile, 
there must be considerable passing of troops 
to and fro, between here and there, via the 
Lake. The boats will land at Lakeport, 
and as there is no accommodation there for 
rest or provision, I have concluded to 
establish a “ Lodge” at that place. I con- 
sulted with Col. Vollurn about it, and he 
endorsed that it be done at once. I shall 
go there to-morrow, and secure a building 
if possible. 

I have opened a /correspondence with a 
Confederate ebaph/n, with a view of esta- 
blishing an ageney'in Texas, for the relief 
of our prisoners there. * * * 

AN OFFICER'S TRIBUTE TO THE SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

The following is an extract from a private 
letter of a Rhode Island cavalry officer : 

The Sanitary Commission is doing won- 
ders. Volumes could be written in its praise, 
and fall short of justice. Its agents arc 
everywhere at all times; none seem tired, 
none rude, none impatient. No call goes 
unheeded, no suffering unallcviatcd within 
their means. They arc amply provided with 
everything. Every dollar expended by them 



I is returned ny hundred fold. And of the 
female nurses who have so nobly sacrificed 
every comfort of home for the stern duties 
they arc fulfilling, what can he said? Ex- 
posed daily, hourly, to the mast disgusting, 
abhorrent scenes, shocking to the senses, 
revolting in the last degree under any other 
circumstances, those angels of mercy go 
about their duties as quietly and steadily as 
about common household affairs. Oh, if 
you could see the wistful, longing faces up- 
turned, as these nurses come along, loaded 
with nutritious soups, chicken broth, nice 
soft bread and butter, jellies, preserves, &o. 
wine, brandy, lemonade, milk-punch, egg 
nog, each given to the proper case, and the 
silent grateful look of those too weak to 
speak, the heartfelt tliauks of those who 
can, your heart would melt with pity and 
love, and you would say to your sisters and 
brethren at the North, send money, send 
moitci/, send anything to the Sanitary Com- 
mission. 



SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY, PA. 

The official report of the late Council of 
women for this county, is no.t yet received. 
We hope to have it for the next number of the 
Bulletin. The following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted, wo clip from 
the Independent Republican, of Montrose, 
for October 25 : 

Resolved, That we regard the labors of 
the Sanitary Commission, as second in im- 
portance only to tho actual service, of the 
soldiers in the field, and that our confidence 
in its efficiency increases more and more, as 
we become thoroughly acquainted with its 
operations. 

Resolved, That sympathy, encouragement 
and substantial aid, are due from every one 
who loves his country, to the noble women 
of our Soldier’s Aid Societies, who , ' m with 
great toil and sacrifice, are engaged in the 
glorious work of relieving the sufferings of 
our beloved brethreu, the soldiers who have 
gone to fight for us, the battles of freedom 
and civil liberty. 

Resolved, That we tender to the gentle- 
men and ladies from l’hiladelphia, who 
have addressed us this afternoon aud even- 
ing, our sincere thanks for the valuable 
information which they have communicated 
to us, and the encouragement they have 
given us, which shall ouly stimulate us to 
greater efforts iu this good work in the fu- 
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ture, and until a righteous peace shall be 
established in our beloved land. 

The assembly then suug the L. M. Dox- 
ology and dispersed. 

C. C. IIalset, "l 
T. Nicholson, > Secretaries. 

G. A. Jessup, J 

OBJECTIONS. 

Our friends sometimes write to ask how 
they shall auswer certain objections that are 
made to the Sanitary Commission, by per- 
sons who claim to be entitled to credit in 
their respective neighborhoods; and while 
we invariably answer such communications 
promptly, we think a notice here, of two or 
three objections that have come to our 
knowledge within a day or two, may be 
well. 

A friend sends us from Chautauqua county 
in New York, a note, with a slip from the 
Fredonia Censor, which contains the fol- 
lowing statement : 

In looking oner the Censor of the 24 th ult. 
I see you advise the people of Chautaqua to 
piik, dry and send all the berries to our men 
doicn here , through the Sanitary Commis- 
sion. This, I icouhl six months ago have 
approved, and joined with you in recom- 
mending, but now, sei ing how things go at 
the very headquarters of the whole establish- 
ment, I would, and will use every means in 
my power to keep it Jrom them, especially 
the part of country where my own friendslive. 
It is now a regular cheating place. Honesty 
and patriotism are knoicn by their men 
here no more. An easy life with a plenty of 
money in their jmekrls, is thought much 
more of, than the poor soldiers who are suf- 
fering. This same Sanitary Commission 
was once a noble thing, and a great amount 
of gooil was derived from it, but it is now 
as bad, as it was then good. 

The only authority for these statements 
is a certain J. C. B. If J. C. B. will make 
his complaints over his own proper signa- 
ture, and give us the cvideuce to prove the 
cheating of which he complains, and show 
how the honesty and patriotism of all the 
men at headquarters has vanished within 
he past six months, and tell who the nun 



are, hoVill be doing a service to the canse. 
If, however, he makes these assertions with- 
out being frank enough to avow himself, the 
good people of his owd county will not give 
credit to his accusations. Our friends need 
never concern themselves about charges or 
complaints against the Commission that arc 
| not substantiated by proper authority. True 
| men who have the interest of the cause at 
i heart, who love the soldier and desire to 
sec his wants supplied, arc never afraid to 
he seen and known, in any attempt to cor- 
rect or remove evils, which they may hon- 
estly think staud in the way of the cause. 

Another letter comes from Bradford 
county, Pa., complaining that a chajdain 
from the army had publicly opposed the 
Sanitary Commission in his county, and 
had discouraged the Ladies Aid Society 
from contributing any more to the soldiers 
through that channel. Ills complaint was, 
that the “ contributions of the people rarely 
reach the suffering soldier, but that the offi- 
cers of the army who control these sanitary 
stores, appropriate them to their own use, 
and leave the. private soldier to suffer in 
his destitution and want.” 

We assure the Society at Leraysville, in 
Bradford, that they may continue in their 
noble work without discouragement, if they 
will trust to their own good impulses, and 
their past experience. 

When officers return from the army and 
say, that they — the officers — use the sup- 
plies that arc given to them for the soldiers 
by the Commission, there need be no blame 
attached to the Commission. We are con- 
fident however, that the chaplain is in 
error about the supplies to soldiers not 
reaching them. In his own regiment it 
may have been the case, and there may be 
other regiments where officers are willing 
to misappropriate stores, but we believe 
from large observation and experience, that 
officers as a rule, do not so mis-apply what 
may be placed within their reach. 

The Commission has its own agents, who 
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distribute to the men personally, when 
surgeons approve ; and it would be absurd 
to suppose that all the vast stores which the 
people have sent to the army, could have 
been used by the officers, had every effort 
been made to induce them to do so. Our 
army is not composed of such men, as many 
persons would have us believe. The pri- 
vate soldiers are such as the world has 
never before seen, for valor, endurance, 
patience and confidence in the cause, and 
* in their leaders. 

Our army surgeons arc men taken from our 
families and communities — men whom we 
have formerly entrusted with our own lives, 
and the lives of our kindred ; they have been 
strictly examined before they entered the 
service, both as to professional attainment 
and moral character, and are as a class, 
valuable men. 

The Generals and subordinate officers, 
are such as have won the esteem and confi- 
dence of the people, and we are satisfied 
that no unfounded complaints — be they 
made by whom they may, will shake the 
confidence of the people in our army offi- 
cers, in our valiant men of the rank and 
file, or in the means that are being used by 
the Sanitary Commission to serve them. 

The good women of the land will work 
on, and in answer to such accusations as we 
have noticed, they will furnish such facts 
as they may find in the present number of 
the Bulletin. Read the correspondence 
from the army, and you will learn how the 
supplies are distributed. , 



COUNCII. OF SOLDIER'S AID SOCIETIES. 

New York, October 26, 1864. 

Dear Sir: Will you be- kind enough to 
publish the enclosed Circular of Invitation 
in the Uulletin of November 1. The in- 
vitation is extended to nil who are interest- 
ed in the care of the sick and wounded, and 
may, through the Bulletin reach some 
persons who might not otherwise receive it. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Louisa Lee Schuyler, 

Chairman Com. on Correspondence. 



U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

WOMAN'S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF, 

10 and 11 Cooper Union, Third Aronne. 

New Yoke, October 25, 1864. 

Madam: A meeting of delegates from 
(he Soldier’s Aid Societies of New York, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and parts of 
Massachusetts, Vermont and New Jersey, 
will be held in the Hall of the Cooper 
Union, on Wednesday, the 16rn day nr 
November next, at 7i o’clock, p m. Wc 
hope that the Soldier's Aid Societies of 
Cauada will be also represented. 

Prof. Hitchcock, of this Association, 
will preside, and present our Semi-Annual 
Report. l)r. Bellows, recently returned 
from California, will narrate his experiences 
among the workers for the Soldiers there. 
Other gentlemen are expccled to address 
the meeting. 

This invitation is extended to the mem- 
bers of Soldier's Aid Societies, working not 
only through the Sanitary Commission but 
through every other agency, and to all per- 
sons interested in the welfare of our sick 
and wounded soldiers. We earnestly hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing yon on this 
occasion, as well as the members of the 
Society you represent. Be kind enough to 
present this invitation to them as soon as 
you conveniently can, and also to give it a 
widely extended notice in your community. 
Please let us have an answer from you by 
November 10. 

Delegates are requested to wear a badge 
of narrow blue ribbon, on the left shoulder. 
Associate Managers will wear a red badge, 
and the ladies of the Board a white one. 

Associate Managers and Delegates are 
requested to meet the members of the Board 
in the Committee-room of the Cooper Uuion 
(entrance on 3d Avenue), at (1 o’clock on 
the afternoon of the day of meeting. They 
are requested to bring statistical reports of 
the entire work of their Societies from the 
beginning of the war. These reports will 
be entered on the records of the meeting, 
and upon the outside of each should be 
written the name of the Society, and the 
names of the delegates representing it 
Written enquiries’ about any part of the 
work of the Sanitary Commission will he 
received at this time and transmitted to the 
speakers. 

The ladies of the Woman’s Central Asso- 
ciation hope also to have the pleasure of 
receiving their friends, at their rooms, in 
the Cooper Union, on Wednesday and 
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Thursday, the lGih and 17th of November. 
The hooks and store-houses of the Associa- 
tion will then be open for examination, and 
any desired information given in regard to 
our work. 

It is with great pleasure that wo look 
forward to the prospect of meeting our fel- 
low-workers — many of you the well-tried 
associates of thrcc-and-a-half years — faee to 
face. It will give a new impulse to our 
work, and we trust that when we separate 
it will be to go back to it refreshed and 
strengthened. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Ellen Collins, 

Louisa Lee Schuyler, 
Angelina Post, 
Caroline Lane, 
Catherine Nash, 

CommlttM of Invitation. 

A PILLOW. 

A dairy woman on a rented farm, with 
a dozen cows to milk, a little less than 
a dozen children to feed and clothe, and a 
house-full of work to do beside, aud in a 
neighborhood among the cold hills, where 
the church and school, and Soldiers Aid 
Society, make up the whole of the outside 
life, cannot be expected to do what some 
some people would call much for soldiers, 
who are hundreds of miles away ; but yet 
such women do a yrettl drat. We know 
of one, who had two nice pillows, for a nice 
new baby. The geese had contributed the 
best of feathers, and the good mother had put 
them into sacks, and trimmed them neatly 
for her little nursling. One of the pillows 
was old, aud the other was new — made uew 
for the new little soldier, whose field was 
the nursery floor, and whose fortress was 
the cradle. The Aid Society met, aud the 
dairy woman found time to meet with them, 
but she could not do much beside work, 
aud believe and pray. One day however, 
she looked upon the little soldier in his 
little fortress, and said, “ the uew pillow 
shall go to some suffering soldier in the 
distant hospitals. Baby may keep the old 
one, but the new, the best, the softest, it 
shall go to the Union soldier.” 



WASHER-WOMAN. 

She lived in a little home, with but few 
neighbors around her. Her chief income 
was derived from the washing she did for 
a well-to-do family near by; but she joined 
the Aid Society, for she could sew, as well 
as wash. Shu wanted to give something 
beside her labor aud love, however, but 
what should she give ? She gathered her 
little fruit crop, — cherries, currants aud all, 
and dried them for the sick and wounded 
ones, who were defending her little home. * 
She would uot give a part only — but all. 
Every cherry and currant, that was spared 
from the drying, was packed away, and 
marked for the Sanitary Commission to 
send to soldiers. A friend expostulated, 
and begged her to keep a share for her 
winter store. “ Oh 1 no, I do not need 
them, aud the gift is very small !” Her 
all of little domestic luxuries — very small. 
Thiuk of it, Girards aud Astors, aud all 
who have more than plenty. 

AN ARAB CHIEF. t 

Yauni — a Christian Arab, makes an offer- 
ing to the Sanitary Commission, from his 
Eastern home. Prepared orange flowers, 
are a delicacy in his land, for the sick aud 
suffering. Ilis new religion teaches him 
that sickness aud wounds, and waut, iu 
other lauds besides his own, claim the sym- 
pathy of a common brotherhood, and Yanui 
sends his contribution marked over his sig- 
nature, for the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 
Ilis message is k “ You give good gifts to 
us, and we give good gifts to you." 

HORSE-RADISH. 

An interesting incident is related by a 
frieud of Sustjuehanna county, Pa. A good 
woman who had but very little of this 
world's goods, determined that she must do 
something to make the soldier comfortable, 
and thus prove her interest in the cause of 
her couutry. She looked about her humble 
home, aud saw but little — very little, that 
she could send to the trout. But, thought 
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she — there's my horse-radish patch, and per- 
haps some of that may help to season the 
course food, and make the boys think of 
home. So she dug up her horse-radish, 
grated it finely, stowed it away in jars, 
until her little store measured tiro gallons. 
She trudged away with this over four miles 
of mountain road, and left it with the neigh- 
borhood Aid Society, to be sent away with 
the stores of the Sanitary Commission. It 
was not much in comparison with the great 
cargoes that are sent to the soldiers, but it 
was her own offering of what she had, out 
of her little, and will doubtless add a whole- 
some relish to the humble viands of the 
“ boys,” while the consciousness of having 
a part in this great work, will be the donor’s 
reward. 



VOICES FBOM THE COUNTRY. 

Little Falls, N. Y. — The work of the 
Commission progresses. A lively interest 
created by a recent gathering of the people. 

Rome, N. Y. — An excellent Aid Society 
in active operation. 

Herkimer Village, N. Y. — A Teach- i 
er’s Institute for the county, listens to and j 
considers the wants of the soldiers, and 
makes itself a channel of information in their 
behalf. 

Cedarville, N. Y. — Society reorgan- 
ized and in good tune for work. 

West Wi.npield, N. Y. — Gives fine 
promise of good results for the Commission. 

A correspondent from Western New York 
states in general terms, as follows: “New 
societies have been formed, aud many who 
took no interest in Sanitary matters are 
arbused to exertion. I find the people will- 
ing to help, if they can only be assured that 
the supplies reach the front, and arc distri- 
buted amongst the needy soldier boys. The 
ladies have made a great amount of black- 
berry cordial, and are now putting up pic- ■ 
kies, and will save lurge quantities of dried ! 
fruit for the Commission.” 

Tamaqua, Pa. — T he work goes on well. 



A flourishing society exists and is indus- 
trious. 

Pottsville, Pa. — I s alive to the cause. 
It works industriously. Much more will be 
heard from there soon. 

WlLKESBARRE, Pa. — The organization 
here is about taking a fresh start for the 
winter campaign. What they have dune 
in the past will he duplicated hereafter. 

Cape Island, N. J. — The society re- 
solved to go to work with renewed zeal. 

Cape May & II., N. J. — Ditto. 

Townsend Inlet, N. J. — A new society 
organized. Worthy and efficient Christian 
ladies have already commenced. 

Green Creek, N. J. — A new society 
formed. Plans matured for eugagiug the 
whole neighborhood in the cause. 

Goshen, N. J. — A new Bocicty formed. 
The people much interested aud a good 
promise of good fruit. 

Dennis, N. J. — The society stimulated 
and will do more work. 

Sweedsboro’, N. J. — A new impulse 
is given to tho Society here, and the earn- 
est peuple will be more earnest than ever. 



THE BIGHT BING. 

Extract from a letter of a late Chaplain 
in tho Army of tho Potomac to one of the. 
Auxiliary Corps, who had invited him to 
enlist in the service of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

Though I parted reluctantly from the 
army and am home-sick to return, yet it 
seems without doubt belt that I devote the 
coming winter to Hebrew and homilies. I 
am heartily sorry for it, for my heart wears 
tho blue uniform, aud is not easily retired 
from active service. If I live to see next 
summer, and the war goes on, I do not 
know what can keep me away from the 
field. I bad an offer jjf a eaptiancy of 
cavalry a few days ago, that well nigh 
dragged me from tho pulpit. There is no 
business fit for a young man who is fit to 
live in these days, outside the aruiv lines. 
I hope, sir, that you will be able to accom- 
lish all you aspire to in the way of making 
rave men strong for battle. 
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Wrappers for Hospitals Wanted. 



DIRECTIONS FOR MARINO WRAPPERS. 

The circular aide of the collar is to 
be sewed into the neck. The straight 
side turns over. In sewing in the sleeve 
the seam must be p'aced in the middle 
of the arm size behind, as per dot, in 
diagram. The pocket is to bo felled on 
the inside. There are to be four but- 
tons in the front. This wrapper may 
be made of any cotton or woolen mate- 
rial, doubled. It will take from 9 to 
10 yards of any cloth, of calico width. 

With a little ingenuity, old pieces 
may be made to go a great way, by 
piecing the lining, and making collar, 
and facings for the sleeves awl fronts, 
of different stuff from the outside. 
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INDIVIDUAL RELIEF. 

List of sick and wounded soldiers, waited 
upon in transit between Washington and 
New York, for the fortnight ending, Octo- 
ber 15, 1804, by A. II. Trego, Courier, U. 
S. Sanitary Commission. 

NEW YORK. 

H. W., Co. A, 8th N. Y. Vok, Rockaway, 
wounded in both legs. 

P. 0 , Co. A, 61st N. Y. Vols., New York, 
sick. 

J. C., Co. H, 21st N. Y. Cav. Albany, 
wounded. 

J. H. II., Co. C, 4th N. Y. Cav., Newark, 
wounded. 

J. W., Co. L, 14th N. Y. H. A.,W. Wind- 
, sor, leg amputated. 

M. J. II., Co. A, 121st N. Y. Vols., Albany, 
wounded. 

S. H. C., Co. B, 146th N. Y. Vols., Farm- 
ington, sick. 

6 N. Y. soldiers, Brooklyn, legs off. 

6 officers of N. Y. and N. E. Regt's wound- 
ed at Richmond. > 

15 soldiers of N. Y., sick and wounded. 

3 officers, N. Y» Regts., badly wounded. 
Capt. S., Co. C, 12th N. Y. V., Ulster, 
badly wounded. 

MAINE. 

B. II. E., Co. K, 1st Me. Cav., Bath, fever. 
8. M., Co. F, 32d Me. Vols., Portland, 
. leg off. ' 

B. W. P., Co. H, 9th Me. Vols., Dixmont, 
wounded. 

V. II., Co. I, 29th Me. Vols., Augusta, 
wounded. 

2 soldiers, Maine Regiments, Portland, bad 
Wounds. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

J. T., Co. E, 11th N. H., Boston, wounded. 
A. C. C., Co. A, 11th N. II., Derry, 
wounded. 

C. H. 8., Co. F, 5th N. II., Clairmount, 
wounded. 

53 soldiers, 1st N. H. battery, time out, 
discharged. . 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

J. N., Co. K, 22d Mass.. Stutbridge, sick. 
A. W. A., 5th Mass. Battery, New Bed- 
ford, sick. 

21 soldiers, 5th Massachusetts Battery, 
Boston, discharged. 

Lieut. J. N. M., Co. D, 35th Mass., Wha- 
land, wounded badly. 



CONNECTICUT. 

3 Conn, soldiers, Hartford, wounded. 

J.. W., Co. I, 1st Conn. Cav., Woodstock, 
helpless, paralytic. 

NEW YORK. AND NEW ENGLAND. 

3 officers, N. E. Regts., wounded. 

15 soldiers, N. Y. & N. E. Regts., wounded. 

4 officers, N. Y. & N. K. Regts , wounded. 
17 soldiers, N. Y. & N. E. Regts., sick and 

wounded, 

25 soldiers of New England Regiments, 
sick and wounded. 

Total, 192. 

SPECIAL RELIEF REPORT 

BY J. B. ABBOTT, 

For one week, ending Oet. 8, 1864. 

SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICE. 

Number of cases of discharged soldiers 
whose papers have been taken and 
acted upon, . T . . .23 

Number of Bounty cases taken, . . 7 

Number of applications for back pay 
by sick and disabled soldiers in Hos- 
pital, 16 

Number of applications for ration mo- 
ney received, .... 5 

Number of applications for back pay of 
prisoners of war, . . . .20 

Number of pension claims filed, . 44 
Number of claims for arrear of pay and 

bounty filed, 8 

Number of claims for prize money filed, 1 

Whole number of cases filed, . . 124 

Whole number of Cases adjusted, . 77 

Amount collected on papers of 
discharged soldiers, . . $4,586 97 

Amount collected on bounty 
cases, .... 1,750 00 

Amount of back pay secured to 
soldiers in Hospital, . . 1,099 56 

Amount of ration money col- 
lected, . . ' . 14 25 

Whole amount collected and se- 
cured, .... $7,450 78 

CASH ACCOUNT. 

Amount on hand date of last re- 
port, $216 20 

Amount refunded, . . . 20 65 

Expenditures, . . . . 104 37 

Cash on hand Oct. 8th, \ . . 132 48 
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HOMES AND LODGES. 

Number of meals given to soldiers at 
Lodge No. 4, 2771 

Number of meals given to clerks and 
messengers, . . . 364 

Number of meals given to soldiers at 
Alexandria Lodge, . . . 384 

Number of meals given to soldiers’ 
friends, ..... 160 

Number of meals given to soldiers 
and soldiers' friends at the Home 
in Baltimore, .... 208 

Whole number of meals given, . 3887 
Whole number of lodgings furnished 
at Lodge No. 4, . . . . 461 

Whole number of lodgings furnished 
at Alexaudria Lodge, . . . 238 

Whole number of lodgings furnished 
at the Home in Baltimore, ' . 61 

Total number of lodgings furnished, 770 
The report of the Soldiers’ Rest at Har- 
risburg, Ba., for thc«week has not yet 
reached me. 

Report of the Sixth street Iiodge shows 
that nine steamers have arrived during the 
week, with more or less sick and wounded 
soldiers. 398 wore furnished with food 
and stimulants from the Lodge, on their 
arrival, before being removed to the hos- 
pitals. 

A. H. Trego reports this week 146 sick 
and wounded soldiers waited upon, in transit 
between Washington and New York. 

There has been a larger number of sol- 
diers, who have suffered the loss of a leg or 
an arm, requiring assistance in adjusting 
their papers, or making their claims for pen- 
ions, this week than any previous week 
since the office was opened. 

Fur (he week eiu/iuy October 15/ft, 1864. 



Number of cases of discharged soldiers 
who have applied for aid in adjust- 
ing their papers and collecting their 
pay, received and acted upon, . 38 

Number of bounty cases takeu, . . 11 

Number of cases of back pay for sol- 
diers in Hospitals entered in jour- 
nal, ...... 26 

Number of cases filed for the pay of 
prisoners of war, . . . .30 

Number of peusion claims filed, . 64 

Number of arrears of pay and bounty 

claims filed, 8 

Number of prize money claims filed, . 8 

Whole number of claims entered, . 185 



Whole number of cases adjusted and 
allowed, ..... 70 
Amount collected on discharge 
papers, .... 86,101 51 
Amount of back pay Becurcd, . 1,092 73 

Amount of bounty collected, . 425 00 

Amount collected for the fami- 
lies of soldiers who have be- 
come prisoners of war, . 662 40 

Amount of prize money collected, 3,636 41 



Whole amount secured, . .811,918 05 

The amount of work accomplished by the 
Homes and Lodges will not vary much from 
the result shown in last week’s report. 

CASH ACCOUNT. 

Cash on hand October 8th, . 8132 48 
Cash received from Sanitary Com- , 

mission, . . . . 8160 00 

Expenditures, .... 8156 74 
Cosh on hand this date, . . 8135 74 

The average number of letters received 
per day, 55 

The number written per day will not vary 
much from the number received. 



REPOSTS OF LODGES AND CLAIM AGENCIES. 

BALTIMORE. ' 

A. E. Hastings, Superintendent of “ Home for 
Invalid Soldiers," lialtimorc, Md., reports as 
follows, for the week ending Oct. 9 th, 1S64. 



Number of meals furnished, . . . 208 

11 lodgings 11 . . .61 

“ soldiers entertained, . . 47 

“ “ friends entertained, . 22 

Whole number entertained, ... 69 

Medical attendance furnished, ... 2 

Transportation at Government rates, . . 8 

11 San. Com. expense, . 1 

For the Keek ending Oct. 16, 1864. 

Number of meals furnished, . . .271 

“ lodgings “ ... 87 

“ soldiers entertained, . . 43 

“ “ friends entertained, . 25 

“ refugees entertained, . . 1 

Whole number entertained, ... 69 

Medical attendance furnished, ... 2 

Transportation at Government rates, . lo 

“ expense San. Com., . 6 



ALEXANDRIA, VA. 

S. G. DoolitAe, Superintendent “ Alexandria 
Lodge," reports the following for the week end- 
ing Oct. 8, 1864. 

Number of meals furnished sick and wound- 



ed soldiers 363 

“ meals furnished friends of 

soldiers, . . .160 

“ lodgings famished, ... 54 

Whole number entertained, . . . 234 

“ males 224 

“ females lu 
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For the t ceek ending Oct. 15, 1864. 
Number of meals furnished sick and woun- 
ded soldiers, . . . 300 

44 meals furnished friends of sold- / 

iers 78 

** lodgings furnished friends of 

soldiers, .... 26 

44 lodgings furnished sick and 

wounded soldiers, . .159 

Number entertained, 167 

11 of males, 159 

41 of females 8 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Howard McPherson, Superintendent Lodge 
No. 6, Washington, D. C., (6th street wharf) re- 
ports during the week ending Oct. 8, 1864, 
having supplied tea, coffee, crackers, and milk 
punch to 404 sick and wounded soldiers. 

During the week ending Uct. 15, 397 men wero 
ministered to at this Lodge. 

Jas. G. Freeman, Acting Superintendent 

Lodge No. 4, Washington, D. C., reports as fol- 
lows for the week ending Oct. 8, 1864. 

Number of meals furnished to soldiers, . 2,771 
14 “ 44 44 clerks and 

messengers, . . \ 364 

Total number of meals famished, . . 3,135 

Nunber of lodgings furnished soldiers, . 454 

44 “ 44 clerks and 

messengers, .... 7 

Total number of lodgings furnished, . 461 

For the meek ending Oct. 15* 1864. 

Number of meals furnished soldiers and 

sailors, .... 2450 

44 meals furnished clerks and 

messengers, . . . 344 

Total number of meals furnished, . . 2,794 

Nuubcr of lodgings furnished soldiers and 

sailors, .... 363 

11 lodgings furnished clerks and 

messengers, .... 7 

Total number of lodgings furnished, . 370 

BACK PAY AND BOUNTY. 

W. K. Neal. Superintendent Buck Pay and 
Bounty Department, reports the following work 
for the week ending Oct. 8, 1864 . 

Number of cases taken and recorded, 33 

14 settled, ... 21 

Amount collected on 21 cases, . $4,586 97 

Number of letters written in full, . 21 

44 “ , “ part, (blanks) 2 

For the week ending Oct. 15, 18G I. Mr. Read 
reports. 

Number of cases recorded, . . 38 

44 44 settled, . . 22 

Amount collected, .... $6,101 51 

Geo. W. Randlettb, Superintendent “ Bounty 
Department/' Washington, D. C., reports as fol- 
lows for the week ending Oct. 8, 1864. 

Cases received and recorded, . . 7 

14 settled, . . . ' . . 18 



Amount collected, . 
Drafts sent, 

Amount (21 drafts), 
Letters written, 

44 forms used, 



For the meek ending Oct, 

Gases received and recorded, 

44 settled, . . , 

44 papers returned, 

Amount collected, . 

Letters written, . . 

Drafts sent, • . . 

Amount of drafts, . 



$1,750 00 
21 

$2,321 07 
21 
7 



15, 1864. 



11 

5 

1 

$425 00 
20 
22 

$2,110 77 



PEN8ION AGENCY, WASHINGTON. 

Wm. P. Barry, Supt. Pension Agency, Wash- 
ington, D. C., reports for week ending October 
8 th, 1864: 

44 
8 

1 * 



Number of claims filed (pensions), . 

4 ‘ “ 44 44 (arrears of pay), 

44 44 41 44 (prize money), 

Whole number of cluims filed, 

Number of claims completed and allowed 
by Commissioner of Peusions, 

Letters written in full 
' 44 Blanks filled . • . 



Whole number letters sent, . 

*« 14 44 Received, 

For the meek ending October 15 M, 
Number claims filed (pensions), 

44 44 44 arrears of pay, 

Number of claims (prize money),. 



Total number of claims, 

| Claims for pensions allowed, 

44 “ prize money, . , 

Total claims allowed, 

Amount of prize money collected, 
| Letters written in full, 

14 (blanks filled), 

Whole number sent, 

44 44 received, 



1864 



53 

12 

42 

120 

162 

71 



68 

4 

8 

80 

5 
10 

15 

$3,636 41 
68 
59 

127 
148 

J. B. Brown, Supt. “Back Pay and Prisoners 
of War Claim Department," reports for week 
ending October 8th, 1864: 

Number cases taken buck pay and 

hospitals, . 16 

44 • 44 adjusted, . . 23 

Am’t. represented by adjusted cases, $1,099 56 
Letters written in full, ... 43 

44 44 (blanks filled), . 136 

Whole number, . . , . 179 

Referred, 66 

commutation or rations. 

Number of cases taken, ... 5 

44 44 44 adjusted, . . 3 

Amount collected on adjusted cases, $14 25 

PRISONERS of war back pay. 

Cases taken, ..... 20 

Total collectea for week . . $1,113 81 
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PROTECTIVE 

^ar-CUim ^$$ociatitin 

OK THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK. 

OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 

NEW YORK. 

President. 

Liiut.-Gin. WINFIELD SCOTT. 

VlCB-pREHIDBXT8. 

Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 

JOHN J. CISCO. Esq. 

ADMIRAL DUPONT. 

RUDOLPH A. WITTHADS, Esq. 

Treasurer. 

ROBERT B. MINTURN, Esq. 

Directors. 

Hons. E. D. Moroan, 

George Opdykr, 

Hiram Rarmey, m 

James W. Bkekman, 

Rev. H. W. Bellows, D D., 

Messrs. John Jacob Astou, 

James Brown, 

William II. Aspinwall, 

James Gallatin, 

Howard Potter, 

William E. Dodge, jr. f 
Theodore Roosevelt, 

Peter Cooper, « 

George Bancroft, 

Daniel Lord, 

Wilson G. Hunt, 

Robert L. Stilart, 

Alfred Pell. - 



Apply in person or by letter, to 

HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 

* 35 Cham reus Street, New York. 

OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

1 st. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pennons, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 



Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with tlie recommendation of 
the Surgeon- General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq , New York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shims, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood. Assistant Surgeon-Gcn'l U. S. A 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I. 

Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati. Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner. Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington. D C. 

Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 

Rev. J. H. Hey wood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penna. 

C. J. Stille, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, 111. 

OFPICBRS. 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 

George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

F. N. Kuupp, Associate Secretary. 

standing committee. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 

George T. Strong. 

William II. Van Buren, M.D. 

Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 

HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ment's for supplying information gratuitously, 
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with regard to patients in all the United Slates 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Curoliua, South Carolina, Florida 
’ and Louisiana, address “Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
‘‘Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission* Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail ;if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or il by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer's expense. 

Ifi y Soldiera* Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system ot agencies for 
securing the sate conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are roost wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all deposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

DEPOTS OP DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S Sanitary Commission, No. 4G Sharp 
Street, Baltimore. Md. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 

IT. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 



lished from time to time as necessities of the * 
service require. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner 
Vine and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, 0. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, 0 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 
Madison Street, Chicago, III. 

Sanitary Commission. Branch Depot, No. 2 
Adam’s Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 
Fourth Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 
Lamed Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Colum- 
bus, jf>. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth 
Street, Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

41 Special Relief Office,” No. 389 II Street, 
Washington. D. 0., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay. Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home,*' No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“ Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 4.” for discharged sold ten, No. 

389 H Street. Washington. l> C. 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. K , Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington. D. C. 

4 * Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R R , Alexandria, Va. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“Home for Wives. Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers.” Annapolis, Md. 

“ Soldiers' Lodge.” Harrisburg, Pa. 

44 Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 

Relief Rooms, 13u7 Chestnut St , Philadelphia. 

AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 

William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

HOSPITAL CARS. 

Between Washington and New York — Sol. 
Andrews, M.D., Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Chattanooga — Dr. J, 

P. Barnum, Surgcoifin charge. 

SANITARY STEAMER. 

James River — Elizabeth. 
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BRANCH, 

No. 744 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 




LEG<5U Rv 

\< o 09 ‘ 4> 3 ^5 Qjg$$ T <S!i ' 
PHILADELPHIA,' 




BRANCH, 

No. 19 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 



Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 



Th« ‘'pAUtw" Arm and Lw are now furnished for the mniHafod horn** of the Army and Navy, and I hare the 
pleasure of ]ir«M»nliog extract# from official toiler* from the SurgeoD-CooerAl, which wilt gratify tiuinrrou* applicant*, 
who, la llie putt, have been led to believe that they mu*t accept an inferior limb, ur have uo aid from Government 

Scrokon-Grnkkal’s Office, 
Wamunotor Cfrr, D«‘, I>ec, la, 1S6.1. 

Si*:— The Board of Medical Officers assembled In the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the ditJereut 
model* submitted to them for an Artificial Arm. having reported *•••••*• 
I* COMPLIANCE WITH TUB RECOMMENDATION OF THE Board, WIIBN A POLDIK* MAT DRS1RB TO Pt*RCIIA*R “TUB MO** 
KLIUAXT ARC RXPKNMIVR ARM or Pai.MKK." FIFTT DuM.AHs WILL BK ALLOWED TOWARDS PATMRNT F«>R THT SAME. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H CKANK, Surgeon U.S.A. 

Sfrorojs- General's Office, 
WA»nmriToM Citt,*I)-C., Sept 20 IBM. 

Sir: — I n an«wsr to your letter of the let IdsL, I am directed to Inform yon, (bat the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled In New York, to examine sample* aud model* of Artificial Limbs. in not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, eo far a* rkuakdh the Limbs mantfactcrkd bt roc. 

, Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the burgeou-Oeneral, 

W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 

To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D , 744 Broadway, New York. 



The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE. 

The Best PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. 

The Best LINCOLN “ GOVERNMENT" ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 



Apply la person, or by letter, at either of the offices Address 

B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 

President American Artificial Limb Co, 





Adapted to every branch of business. 

MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

E, & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 

PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 



FAIRBANKS & CO.. No. 252 Bro&dwaj, New York. 

FAIRBANKS; & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, GREEN LEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street. Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall. Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 

Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address , on application to either of (he above. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

MORRIS 

FIRE k Eli INSURANCE 



4 COMPANY, 

COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 

CORNER WALL &c HWALSS^LTT STS. 



Authorized Capital, - $5,000,000. 

Cash Capital, paid in,- - $200,000. 



This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 

WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 

against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 

Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 



DIRECTORS. 



BDWARD ROWE, 
ALBERT G. LEE, 
GEORGE MILK. 

J. C. MORRIS, 
ROBT BOWNE, 
EZRA NYB, 



JOHN D. BATES, 
FRED. H. BRADLEE, 
EDWARD C. BATES, 
WILLIAM MACKAY, 
BENJ. E. BATES, 

B. G. MORRIS, J*., 
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OFFICE OF THE 

Columbian (Marine) Insurance 

COMPA1TY, 

Corner of Wall and Nassau Streets* 
CASH CAPITAL, $1,000,000. 



From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 



Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1804 83.140.930 80 

Total Amount of Premiums 3,332,356 76 

Excess of Earned Premiums over Losses, &c 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Divideud to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN COLD 

UPON RISKS ON WHICH THK PREMIUM IS PAID IN LIKE CURRENCY. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks uudur the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 



1st. Upon nil VOY'AGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CBNT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 
3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, aud upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 



Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies eanied and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum 
of one hundred dollars. 

DiiiECTone. 



EDWARD ROWE, 
DANIEL W. LORD, 
GEORGE MILS, 

JOHN ATKINSON, 

THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WM. H. HALSEY, 

THOS BARRON, 
ROLAND 0. MITCHELL, 
ALBERT G. LEE, 

G KoUGK 1*. DKSHOX, 

O. L. N IMS, 



M F M BRICK, 

WM. B OGDEN, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
B C MORRIS, 
ANDREW J RICH, 
DANL. W. TELLER, 
JOHN D. BATES. Jr. 
CHARLES HICKOZf 
ROBERT BOWNK, 
LAWRENCE MYERS, 
8. N. DERRICK, 



MOSES MBRICK, 
DAVID J. ELY, 
JOSEPH MORRISON, 
WM. H. POPIIAM, 

B C. MORRIS, Jr., 
EZRA N' YE, 

HENRY J CAMMANN, 
THOMAS LORD. 
ROBERT 8. HOLT, 

J. B. GRIFFIN. 



THOS. LORD, Vice-President. 

WHtM. WHITNEY, 2d Vice-President 



B. C. MORRIS, 

and Socret&ry. 



President 



Digitized by Google 



THE 



SANITARY COMMISSION 
BULLETIN. 

No. 20. PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 15, 1864. No. 26. 

Tine Sanitary Commission Bulletin n published on Ihe first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
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All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia , and 
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As' the continuance of the publication of the Bulletin is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission — the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it — and thereby to pledge the .Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends (o whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, tfi. T. Strong, 68 Wall street, .Yew York, or Xo 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia ,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 
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week, besides visiting the very sick cases 
much oftener. * * * 

I have bought fruit, tomatoes, potatoes, 
oysters, eggs, green tea, fresh fish, chickens, 
salt mackerel, baker's rolls, custard pics, 
aud nearly twenty pounds of butter, which 
has otherwise been an unknown luxury in 
Harewood, since I ha* visited there. * * 

1 have received a valuable present trout 
Mrs. lIudsou,of blackberry wine and cherry 
rum, worth forty-two dollars. These have 
cured some obstinate eases. But one of the 
invaluable remedies has been some pure 
French brandy placed in my hand by Mr. 
Hovey. The results of this stimulant have 
been astonishing. 1 find in my journal of 
October 9th, the following record : 

“ A brave Minnesota soldier had been 
badly wounded in the foot, the surgeon did 
bis best to save it, and the patient endured 
weeks of excruciating pain, in the hope of » 
curing it; meanwhile it was decuying, and 
the soldier daily failed. He was a rigid 
temperance man, and resolutely refused 
the fiery whiskey issued at the hospital. At 
last it became necessary to amputate the 
foot, but at a great risk of life, on account 
of the prostrated condition of the patient. 

J ust before the operation was to be perform- 
ed, I visited the hospital, and seeing the need 
of a stimulant, I persuaded the man to taste 

You L No. 20 51 



LETTER FROM WASHINGTON, ». C. 

BY MRS. STEPHEN BARKER, 

HOSPITAL VISITOR. 

Washington, 1 
October , 1864. / 

* * * My present circuit ranges be- 
tween Harewood, Camp Barry, Deserters, 
Four luvalid Corps, and the Engineers’ 
Hospitals, — eight in all. 

I spend every forenoon at Harewood. and 
visit one or more of the smaller hospitals 
every afternoon. In all these places I draw 
orders on the Commission for such heavy 
articles as must be transported by the Com- 
mission, all light articles I take with me in 
the carriage, in order to distribute them 
myself. , 

At Harewood, and the Invalid Corps 
hospitals I keep a supply of flannels always 
on band, for those who are discharged, or 
ordered to the front, who may bo feeble and 
improperly clad, and for all requests of 
that kind, I have only to refer to the hos- 
pital wardrobe. It is my habit to go 
through the wards and tents at Harewood 
in systematic order, with memorandum 
book iu band, taking a note of whatever I 
may not happen to have in the carriage. 
The next day I deliver the ordered articles, 
and go on to the next wards in the same 
way. I make the entire rounds once a 
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the brandy. lie yielded, and was so con- of flannel, which I endeavor lo have at 



vinced of the need of it, and sodehghted to , 
find that it did not burn and distress him 
a« other liquors had, that he asked for more, 
and had depended entirely upon it ever 
since. lie bore his amputation well, and is 
improving rapidly, and says he owes bis 
life to that brandy.” 

Yesterday I received another equally sat- ! 
isfaetory testimonial as to its effects in ' 
ebronic dysentery. * • * 

A nmn from the bake-house applied for 
a shirt; another begged and sold a shirt 
for two dollars, witbiu half an hour ; another 
begged and sold a pair of brogans for the 
same price ; I have never seen patients so 
bold and impertinent. I mildly refuse all 
requests that seem prompted by avarice or 
fancy. Two-thirds of these men confess 
that they e*n draw white woolen shirts, but 
they don’t like them. I always advise such 
not to draw them, but take the money and 
buy such as they like. I generally get some 
bitter fling at the Sanitary Commission in 
reply, and was told by one man that he 
never before asked a thing, and never would 
again. “His folks sewed for soldiers, and 
he had actually given four dollars and filly 
cents at a fair, and now when he asked for 
a wo<den shirt be was told he might draw 
it and pay for it.” 

The moment the carriage stops they flock 
around me, and beg for everything they see, 
and especially the tlatincl shirts. One man 
asked for one yesterday who had three 
white ones in his knapsack. I meet all such 
requests with gentleness and patience, ex- 
plaining to attentive audiences of from 
twenty-five to fifty men, the real uses of our ; 
Sanitary goods, and am always approved by 
the better men in the crowd. The mean 
ones go off silent or grumbling; but which 
ever way they go 1 am immovable. 

In order to remove this impression in all 
justifiable ways, I have always followed up 
suclijicencs by generous and thorough dis- 
tribution of such articles as really belong to 
convalescent men about to bo discharged 
from the hospital, such as towels, combs, 
handkerchiefs, neck-ties, vests, stationery, 
magazines, &c., and sometimes slippers and 
brogans. I also keep a supply of our flannel 
clothing in the linen room, to which I refer 
all ward masters for their patients who are 
discharged without suitable clothing of 
their own. In my own visits in the wards, 

I also give to any patient needing it, a suit 



hand. * * * 

Within the last fortnight I have visited 
nearly all the guards around the hospitals, 
and intend to complete the circuit, dis- 
tributing mittens, which are intrusted to 
the Seargeaut of the guard, leaving one pair 
at each Post, to be worn and left for the 
next comer. Our wish that this use might 
be made of them has been observed every- 
where, except at Ilarawood — here the first 
ones who wore them stole them. We ap- 
plied to the Captain of the (iuard, who 
ordered them all to be brought to headquar- 
ters, ( the mittens I mean,) and redistributed 
according to our instructions. 

WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 

REPORTS TO DR. J. S. NEWBERRY. 

From II. Tone. 

Atlanta, Geo , 1 

Ucl. 5/A, 1804. / 

Dear Sir : — Enclosed please find report 
of disbursements of hospital stores for the 
month of September ; also, a statement of 
the amount of vegetables issued for general 
use, and a list of the regiments to which 
they were issued. 

You will see by this that we have been 
able to furnish, during the month, u good 
ration of vegetable food to one hundred 
and forty-two regiments and twenty-five 
batteries, representing thirteen different 
States. In most of these cases the men 
had not tasted an onion or a mouthful of 
cabbage for more than a hundred days. At 
the close of the month the work was pro- 
gressing rapidly ; wc had H;ceiied notice of 
large shipments on the way. and were in 
hopes of being able to supply the whole 
army. Hut the sudden resuming of the 
campaign, the withdrawal of troops from 
this vicinity, and above all, severing our 
lines of communication have, fur the time 
at least, checked us in our labors. During 
the latter part of the mouth we received 
very few hospital stores, our transportation 
being mainly taken up with vegetables, and 
the little stock wc had on hand is nearly 
exhausted. Wc have still a few onions; as 
many as will supply the hospitals while they 
will keep, a fair stock of extract beef, a 
large quantity of lime-juice, and considera- 
ble clothing. 

Fortunately, about the time that our sup- 
ply of delicacies was exhausted, the chief 
commissary received a large shipment of 
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canned fruits, jellies, milk, oysters, &c., ex- 
clusively for liospitul use. and to be paid for 
out of hospital funds. In looking over the 
invoice, (which his chief deik was so kiud 
as to show me,) I notice that, while he has 
large quantities of canned fruits, tomatoes, 
&c., |p' has comparatively few dried apples 
and crackers; and, as near as I can judge, 
there will still be a great demand upon the 
Sanitary Commission for these articles. 

There are about 2*,7o0 sick in hospital 
here, and for that number there is an ample 
supply for a number of days; sufficient, it 
is thought, to last until communication is 
re established. Indeed, ut present, we are 
better provided for, in the line of delicacies, 
than in some of the more substantial arti- 
cles; for while there is hard bread to eat 
for any reasonable length of time, there is 
very little flour. The medical authorities 
arc, however, on the alert, and all the flour 
iu towu will be taken possession of to day, 
and held fur the use of the hospitals. 

From Benj. Woodward. 

Msarius, Tsss., 1 
Ocl. 1«|A, 1 864. / 

I arrived here this morning. From all 
that I can learn, antiscorbutics are impera- 
tively demanded at all the points on White 
river, and at Little Rock. I found an in- 
voice here ready to ship, which I had or- 
dered up White river, and I have written 
to Mr. Myers, at Cairo, to ship to this point 
all such stores as can be spared from Cairo. 

I learn that scurvy prevails to an alarming 
extent at the mouth of White river, Duvall's j 
Bluff', St. Charles, and I/ittle Rock. Capt. J 
Way had arranged before he left with Mr. 
Bingham, the Ohio State Agent, to take 
the charge of these stores. I merely de- 
signated .the amount to be left at the va- 
rious points. 1 shall go to White river im- 
mediately, and see what the condition is, and 
will report to you from Little Rock. 

The gunboats require vegetables; there 
is much sickness on them. I trust to re- 
ceive instructions from you before I leave, 
but the agent here thinks l had better go 
soon. There is no doubt that a good invoice 
is needed at Duvall’s Bluff and at Little 
Rock. Mr. Christy thinks the Bluff should 
be made a depot. 

Msurnis, Ties*., 1 
Oct. 21«(, 1864./ 

I have the honor to report that, finding 
the great need of sanitary stores iu the fleet, 

I have ordered for the fleet surgeon a good 



supply, which he will probably get to-rnor- 
rnw. An invoice will go up V\ hite river 
by the first chartered steamer. The depot 
here will then be nearly full. Vegetables 
in large supply should be sent here ut once, 
for never was there greater need. One 
regiment, the Gth Minnesota, now at the 
mouth of White river, has 4UU sick, and 
other regiments at that point are ucarly in 
as bad condition. Scurvy is rife at every 
port. There is not a potato here even in 
the markets. Potatoes, onious, kraut, pick- 
led cabbage, and pickles are demanded at 
once. Since the reduction of the ration, 
hospitals cannot make a hospital fund ; every 
hospital here is in debt, and totally depend- 
ent upon the Commission for sanitary stores. 

I go to the Bluff by the first chartered 
steamer, as I have and cun get transporta- 
tion on no other. If 1 take a line boat I 
must pay passage, which I should not feel 
justified in doing. I iuclose a letter of 
thanks received from the chaplain of the 
9th Minnesota Infantry. I had an inter- 
view with him to day, in which he expressed 
the coufidence^of the troops iu the Uuited 
States Sanitary Commission, and gave me 
detailed accounts of the great suffering at 
points below. Again permit me to ask the 
sending of as largu supplies as possible. 

I beg to call your attention to the esteem- 
ed value of blackberry cordial and syrup in 
diarrhoea, livery medical officer here, in 
the army and navy, considers it by far the 
best article which can be used in diarrhoea, 
in the chronic and in the scorbutic form of 
the disease. Tho hospitals all call lor it. 
If it could be had in casks, so as to be 
drawn off, instead of going to tho expense 
of bottles, it would be a great saving of ex- 
pense. There is but a small quantity now 
here. The most of the cordial made and 
put up by druggists is neaidy worthless; that 
made by private families is by far the best. 

From Thomas Butler. 

Camp Nslson, 1 
Oct. 24M, 1864./ 

The report of our work here, for the past 
week, must of necessity be very similar to 
that sent last week. Tho “Home” has 
been nearly as full as during the three 
weeks preceding. Everything is now ar- 
ranged for the winter. We have laid in a 
large supply of fuel, and shall commence 
whitewashing and battening this week. 

The cleanliness aDd freedom from vermin 
of the “ Home,” during the whole time, 
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has been the universal remark of soldiers. 
This, however, has been but the result of 
close attention and labor, mainly on tbe part 
of a very excellent steward and efficient 
' ward-masters. Our steward was unfortu- 
nately ordered away, for a few weeks, but 
was returned, and tells me that at Lexing- 
ton, Louisville, and Nashville he met with 
many soldiers, who had been our guests, 
who spoke in the highest praise of our 
“ Home.” I should he very glad to receive 
a visit from yourself or Mr. Thorne, to see 
how the “ Home” is going on, and also how 
the sanitary work is conducted, and appre- 
ciated by all in this camp, whether in or 
out of authority, belonging to every arm or 
branch of the service. In the department 
of. stores, we have done our utmost. We 
need woollen under wear — shirts, drawers, 
and socks — very much ; also, stimulants and 
fruits, potatoes and onions ; twenty barrels 
of each I should like this week, if possible. 
We have about forty refugees to provide for, 
as we have done for the past eight or nine 
months ; we shall send a large family to 
Cincinnati on Monday. The wants of the 
soldier are great, and we are doing our ut- 
most to fulfill our mission in this field. 

Will send reports early this month. 



HOW THE GOODS 00. 

The question is often asked by the few 
doubtful friends of the Commission, Where 
do the goods go ? The answer is given in 
the followiqg testimonial. “ Our wounded, 
sick and needy soldiers” are the recipients, 
according to this evidence. 

Hkadodarters 19th Army Cobps, 1 
Ur. Crawford, Va., Sept . 30, 1864. / 

James V. Hammer, 

AgFnt U. 8. S. C. 

Sir, — O n the eve of your departure from 
this command, we take pleasure in giving 
you our sincere thanks for the timely aid 
you have rendered to our wounded, sick, and 
needy soldiers during this brief but arduous 
campaign. 

We believe you have been true to the, 
trust confided to you, and your integrity 
and bravery, shown in relieving the wants 
of our noble soldiers on the late field of 
battle, calls for tho admiration and respect 
of all who support our cause. W e are 
Very respectfully, 

Duncan S. Walker, 

a. a. a. 



I. G. Ot.TMANS, 

Cuff. And A. A. D. C. 

B. M. French, 

Mb! and A. D. C. 

Jno. M. Sizer, 

MhJ. aud A. A- I- 0. - 

Edward G. Dike, 

Lt. and Cbf. Ord Officer. 

N. .H. W. Dudley. , 

Col. and A. A. D. C. 

Elijah Swift, 

LI >nd A. A. a M. 

O. O, Fatten, 

Capt and A Q. M. 

Kobt. F. Winehnson, 

Capt. Judge Adr. 

James C. Cooley, 

Capt aud A D. C. 

Henry 0. Imwood, 

Capl. aud A. D C. 

Henry K. Sibley, 

Capt. aud C 8. Vols. 

E. S. Hoffman, 

Surgn in Chf. 2d Dir. 19th Corpa. 

H*ADQrARTisas 19 th A. C , 1 

Is Fikid, Sept. 15, 18G4. / 

To WHOM IT MAY concern : — We, tho 
undersigned, Surgeons of the l'Jth Corps, 
who have come in contact with Mr. J. V. 
Hammer, agent (of the above named corps) 
for the Sanitary Commission, take this me- 
thod of returning their thanks to him, and 
through him to the Commission, for their 
kindness and his efficiency ; and they hear 
witness to the universal courtesy and acti- 
vity with which he has discharged the du- 
ties of his laborious position, as said agent. 
II. Fearn, 

Surgeon 17Ath N. Y. Volt. 

E. F. W ard, 

Surgeon 3$th Man*. Vola. 

Wm. K. Brownell, 

Med. Dir. 19th A. C. 

Wm. Henry Thayer, 

Surgeou 14lh If. H. Vol*. 

J. K. Bigelow, 

Surgaou Slh Indiana Yola.; 
burgeon in charge lyth A. 

C. General Ho«pilai. 

Wm. W. Boot, 

( AaaL Snrg. 76th N. Y. YoU. 

F. S. Treadway, 

Awt. Surg. 7.5th If. Y. Vola. 



NEW ORLEANS. 

From Geo. A. Blake. 



New Orleans, \ 
October , 1864. / 

* * * I visited the celebrated ram, Ten- 
nessee, and she is certainly a formidable 
craft, both to the enemy and those confined 
within her, her friends. Temperature iu 
engine-room and ward-room, when in mo- 
tion, is 145°. * * * 
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Everythin" is working finely in this De- 
partment. By request of Major-General 
Granger, I have sent a large supply of stores 
to Fort Gaines, under charge of our agent, 
Mr. Miller, anticipating a concentration of 
troops in that region. I hope you will hear 
the announcement before many weeks that 
Mobile is ours. * * * 

The “ Home” is what it should be. Mr. 
IIowcs is a capital superintendent. * * * 

THREE M0NTH3 IN THE UNITED STATES 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 

NQ. II. — SCENES AND INCIDENTS AT PORT 
ROYAL, VA. 

From three until six A.M., on the morn- 
ing of Thursday, the Relief Corps rested ; 
at that hour it turned out again amid a cold, 
drizzly rain, and without waiting for break- 
fast, pushed ashore at the newly made dock. 
We found numerous soldiers whose wounds 
were not severe enough to disable them 
from locomotion, waiting anxiously for as- 
sistance, medical and otherwise, for them- 
selves and others ; these were sent aboard 
the returning boat, and their needs attended 
to. Going on up through the main street 
of the village, we were besieged at every 
step by the poor, holf-starvcj, and but 
slightly wounded ones, while the seriously 
wounded lay upon the stoops of the houses, 
and on the side-walks of the street ; here 
and there placed against a fence was a once 
stalwart form, now with head fallen on 
breast, and a mortal wound in the body, 
gasping ont the last remains of life. Almost 
in the time it takes tne to indite this, a 
ruined building was found, a fire built, 
and milk-punch, and coffee prepared. Never 
having tasted intoxicating drinks in my life 
in any form, 1 confess to some qualms of 
conscience, when I took hold of the latter 
stimulaut for distribution, but ere the day 
bad past my conscience quieted, for I deem 
it impossible for the most sanguino ternper- 
ameut to conceive the effect of this and 
other stimulants administered to poor hu- 
manity. under such circumstances. The 
absorbing thought of the sympathetic mind 
in the position of a Relief Agent, is what 
can bo done to ease and aid these poor dear 
sufferers ; and the means which most effectu- 
ally does this, is cheerfully embraced in 
spite of all previous habits, aye, and con- 
victions. 

Surrounding the building, and far away 
for at leust a mile ou either side, were 



wagons filled with the wounded, they 
seemed as though they could be counted by 
thousands. The ground was properly dis- 
tricted ; to each district were ' appointed 
dressers of wounds; these were accompanied 
by Relief Agents, carrying milk-punch and 
other alcoholic stimulants ; and preceding 
these aud following after, were other Relief 
Agents, carrying coffee aud soft crackers to 
those unable to leave the wagons; tho-e 
able to walk went to the buildiug where the 
good things were prepared, and at ouo of 
I the windows awaited each his turn for the 
i crackers and coffee, which having obtained, 
they would sit ou the grass near by ami en- 
joy it. For such as were hungry between 
meals several boxes of hard-tack lay open 
at different points on the field. 

The dead were lying in rows near the 
Relief Ilou-e. A burial party was organized 
for the burial of these and such others as 
might die, and its work was well and shb- 
stanlially done. Not a man died and was 
buried, whoso friends were known, but 
they were informed of every particular 
concerning his death and burial. 

Thus was the work enutinued from six 
A.M. until six P.M., by the corps of 
the United States Sanitary Commission 
from six p.M. of the previous eveuing; 
and so perfect were the arrangements that 
I do not think one man was neglected. 
At the time above named, an abundance 
of Government supplies arrived, and from 
Fredericksluyg came also a full eorps of 
our Relief Agents, who relieved our worn- 
out men, and continued the good work 
without intermission throughout the night 
of the ‘20th. Every man who labored 
there has a rich experience of that day’s 
work. The agony of a thirty mile ride 
in an army wagon without springs, aud 
over a corduroy road, though frequently 
attempted at portrayal by them, could not 
be told. So terrible was the tax on their 
vitality that many died on the way. Cue 
notable instauec I shall never forget. While 
serving the milk-punch from wagon to 
wagon, which was done by climbing the 
wheels, I observed an uplifted baud which 
was not an uncommon sight, for many of 
the poor fellows unable to rise from their 
recumbent position, would uplift their hands 
to receive the cup. I passed the cup and 
released it into the outstretched hand, but 
the hand refused to grasp it, so that its 
conteuts fell upon the other maimed ones 
; in the same wagon, who with a tremulous 
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laugh told me the body from which tbo 
hand projected, had been dead three days. 
There were numerous cases of this kind. 

The putieut and even cheerful spirit of 
the wounded was beyond all praise. And 
of the efforts of the Sanitary Commission in 
their behalf, the spirit of their ejaculations 
showed the intensity of their feeling. “ Oh, 
if my poor mother knew this 1” one would 
say, and another, “ What will my dear wife 
say when she hears of this kindness?” 
And thus their thanks fourid^ utterance ad 
libitum. 

I visited some miserably sick rebels hi an 
improvised prison there, and in the name 
of the people of the United States through 
the Sanitary Commission, fed them. The 
kindness was in such marked contrast to 
what they expected or deservfed, it broke 
them down, and several among them wept 
freely. But 1 must close, this paper being 
alrtady too long. J. J. B. 

SEW 4GENT8 IMPRESSIONS. • 

My experience in the work (Sanitary 
Commission) thus far, has tended greatly 
to increase the feeling which led me into it; 
and I have already seen enough to con- 
vince me of the necessity and fitness of the 
work, and the grateful feeling with which 
the relief is received, to demonstrate to 
my own mind that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion is accomplishing a great and good 
work in a higher and fuller sense than 
is comprehended by its friends and sup- 
orters at the North. While the men 
ave uniformly expressed themselves grate- 
fully for the assistance afforded them, I 
have also listened with pleasure to expres- 
sions of gratified appreciativencss of the 
good work effected from captains and sur- 
geons of hospital boats, as well as army 
officers. 



THE SANITARY COMMISSION. 

The present war, terrible in its magnitude 
and duration, has had benevolent accom- 
paniments never before known in the his- 
tory of the world. The various organizations 
for the relief of soldiers, sick and wounded, 
in the camp, the field and the hospital, 
which are planted squarely on the gene- 
rosity and patriotism of the people, brighten 
tlu^ gloom which our three years of conflict 
has hung around our country. Foremost 
among these is the Sanitary Commission, 
which has become a gigantic humanitarian 



organization, for the relief of the sick and 
wounded of our army. Only those intimate 
with its immense operations can utter its 
eulogy, or realize one half its beneficent 
work. 

ITS CHIEF OBJECT. 

The chief object contemplated by the 
Sanitary Commission, when it was created 
by the Government, was the prevention of 
disease. Modern sanitary scieuce was hardly 
recognized in the ancient regulations of the 
medical bureau, and consequently, during 
the summer of 1861 our armies were ju 
serious danger of destruction from epidemic 
dise.ise. The first business of the Commis- 
sion, therefore, was to awaken general at- 
tention to the sanitary interests of the army, 
and to do what it could to improve the 
sanitary condition of camps, hospitals, and 
men. It brought to bear upon Government 
the influence of the medical profession 
throughout the country, effected the exten- 
sion and invigoration of the medical bureau, 
and secured the express recognition of the 
prevention of disease, no less than its cure, 
as among the functions of the medical staff. 
Government now employs its own sanitary 
inspectors, aud does a certain purtion of the 
preventive work which the Commission per- 
formed during the first year of its existence. 
But the Commission find it necessary to 
keep up an inspectoral corps likewise. 

The visits of the inspector usually dis- 
close something that can be done to improve 
or promote the health of the command. He 
finds that quinine is necessary to prevent 
malarious disease, or vegetables to prevent 
scurvy, or that stimulants, bedding, disin- 
fecting agents, or hospital diet, arc wanted. 
In consequence of his reports, the Commis- 
sion have dug wells, to improve the'.water- 
supply of camps, improved the ventilation 
of hospitals, built temporary hospitals and 
quarters to replace unwholesome and dan- 
gerous buildings, furnished and fitted up 
hospital transports, and converted ordinary- 
railroad cars into railroad ambulances, with 
cooking apparatus and store-rooms, aud 
litters hung on springs, in which thousands 
of men with fractured limbs have traveled 
thousands of miles without injury. 

It has furnished material for the vacci- 
nation of thousands of men at a time, when 
the medical bureau wns not able to supply 
immediately what was needed. It has cir- 
culated throughout the army, and especially 
among the medical staff, many hundred 
thousand of its medical documents. These 
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have been prepared by, some of the most 
eminent surgeons ami physicians of the 
country, and embody, in a condensed form, 
the latest results of" science. They have 
been of great use to our army surgeons, who 
often encounter cases for which their pre- 
vious practice has not prepared them, aud 
who have neither medical libraries nor op- 
portunities for consultation. 

RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

It is, however, through the Relief Depart- 
ment of the Sanitary Commission that it is 1 
best known to the people. In this work it 
aims, not to supplant, but to supplement 
the Medical Departmentof the Government, 
to meet exigencies for which the Govern- 
ment has not provided, and to furnish such 
supplies as the Government does not and 
can not. When the Medical Purveyor has 
the articles needed in the hospital aud 
camp, the army draws them from him ; 
when he is out, or when from some emer- 
gency a larger supply is needed than is pro- 
vided by Government, or when because of 
some technical informalities in the manner 
of making out requisitions the Purveyor is 
obliged to refuse them, and thus endanger 
life by the delay, the army calls upon the 
Commission, which never fails to respond to 
the call. 

The relief agents of the Commission kee'p 
up with the army as it moves forward. 
Where the army encamps fn the morninsr, 
the Commission hxs pitched its tents long 
before night. It reaches a new base as soon 
as there are soldiers to protect it, and is at 
work establishing hospitals and providing' 
necessary stores before the ponderous ma- 
chinery of the Government has moved ; its 
red flags are seen everywhere at tbo front, 
blending with the stars and stripes, where 
it is establishing its feeding stations and 
depots of supplies. Prominent und experi- 
enced agents accompany each division of the 
army, with organized corps of assistants, 
wagons and supplies. 

GREAT BATTLES. 

It is at great battles that the agents of 
the Commission are eminently useful. The 
battle service of the Commission requires 
large funds and supplies. At Murfreesboro, 
Antietam, Gettysburg, Chattanooga, Vicks- 
burg, aud Port Hudson, sudden and vast 
demands were made. Fifty thousand dollars 
would not cover the outlay of the Commis- 
sion the first two weeks after one of our 
great battles. At Gettysburg it was $7 5,000. 



The average cost is 83 20 to a man ; at 
Gettysburg it was 810 per man. The outlay 
of the Sanitary Commission during the 
months of May and June, for the battle 
necessities of the present campaign, was 
over 8500, 000, exclusive of the supplies 
directed to it, and which it distributed. 

This service requires comprehensive fore- 
thought, prompt and energetic action, and 
unwearied labor in infinite detail. Of some 
articles the requirements are enormous. 
Condensed milk, and extract of beef by the 
ton ; wines and spirits by the barrel ; 
crackers and farinaceous food by the ton ; 
tea, coffee and sugar by the chest and hogs- 
head ; cargoes of ice ; potatoes, onions, 
pickled cabbage, sourkrout, lemons and 
oranges, by car* loads; shirts, drawers, 
sheets, crutches, bed-rests and mattresses, 
by tens of thousands ! Aud this material 
has to be transported by wagon trains from 
one base to another ; forage for horses has 
to be provided ; drivers have to be paid, 
steamers chartered, and coal consumed ; 
and yet so economically is the whole work 
of distribution managed that its cost is less 
than three per cent. 

SPECIAL RELIEF. 

In addition to this, the Commission sup- 
ports twenty-five Soldiers' Homes or Lodges, 
scattered over the whole field of war from 
New Orleans to Washington ; and twenty- 
three hundred soldiers a day are tukeu care 
of in these homes. Multiply 2,300 by 305, 
and you have over 800,000 men thus re- 
lieved annually. Three other agencies to 
secure the soldiers’ rights are maintained 
by the Commission : 1. Claim agency to 
secure his bounty ; 2. A pension agency ; 
3. A back-pay agency — all of them giving 
their services to the soldier free of charge. 
Often $20,000 back-pay is secured in one 
day. A Hospital Directory is also sus- 
tained. by which the whereabouts of the 
sick men is determined, when they are lost 
to their friends. It costs 820,000 a year 
to maintain it, but is worth a million, if the 
relief afforded to human anxiety can be 
estimated in money. 

COST OF AOF..NT8. 

To carry on this vast human machinery, 
the Commission employs two huudred 
agents at an average of about 82 per day — 
less than an ordinary mechanic’s wages — 
or a total of 812,000 per month, who ope- 
rating from Texas to the Potomac, or from 
Charleston to Kansas, and the results are 
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such as to justify the nation's pride in this 
grand and beneficent, yet truly American 
institution. — People ' * Journal of Health. 



THE COMMISSION AND PARTY POLITICS. 

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER: 

The spirit of the Sanitary Commission, 
as originated by its great founder, was 
nationality — to receive the gifts of the peo- 
ple, and bestow them upon her soldiers, 
irrespective of State, sect or political s 
opinion. My heart responded at once to 
this grand unieerml charity, and whatever 
may be thought of my loyalty in other re- 
spects, here it cannot be questioned. 

While 1 believe the success of the Lin- 
coin party fatal to the peace and prosperity 
of the country, you honestly think other- 
wise — here we cannot agree; but in the 
grander spirit of thp Sanitary Commission, 
merging all differences in the great work of ; 
Christian benevolence to our national sol- i 
diers, we can labor successfully. This spirit I 
we have always made prominent in our i 
Branch, and if it is entitled to the commen- 
dation you bestow, it is because party spirit ] 
hag not ruled. We have asked and received l 
from all. I 

No matter what their political views are, j 
we have nothing to do with what caused i 
the war, or how it is conducted — but the 
humane work of caring for our suffering | 
soldiers. Appeal in humanity’s name, and 
they will respond. 

When I review the difficulties we have bad 
to contend with, to instruct and eidighten 
our auxiliaries and the public — compared . 
with the efforts of others to supplant and 
destroy us, I am astonished that we have 
breasted the storm, and arc still a living 
Branch. 

i 

PAYING SOLDIER'S FAMILIES. 

The following plan far paying to the | 
families of officers and Soldiers in the ser- 
vice of the United States, who are or may 
become prisoners of war, sums due them by ; 
the Government, having been approved by 
the President, is published for the informa- | 
tion of all concerned : 

“■ Payment will be made to persons pre- 
senting a written authority from a prisoner 
to draw his pay, or without such authority, | 
to his wife, the guardian of bis minor chil- 
dren, or his widowed mother in the order 
named.” Application for such pay must be | 



made to the senior paymaster of the district 
in which the regiment of the prisoner is 
serving, and must be accompanied by the 
certificate of a judge of a court of the United 
States, or of some other party, under the 
seal of a court of record of the State of 
which the applicapt is a resident, setting 
forth that the said applicant is the wife of 
the prisoner, the guardian of his children, 
or Bis widowed mother ; and if occupying 
cither of the two last relationships towards 
him, that there is no one in existence more 
nearly related, according to the above clas- 
sification. 

Payments will be made to parties thus 
authorized and identified, od their receipts 
made out in the manner that would be re- 
quired of the prisoner himself, at least one 
month’s pay being retained by the United 
States. The officer making the payment 
will see that it is entered on the last previ- 
ous muster roll- for the payment of the 
prisoner’s company, or will report it, if 
these rolls are not in his possession, to the 
senior paymaster of the district, who will 
attend to cither the entry, or give notice of 
the payment to the Paymaster-General, if 
the rolls have been forwarded to his office. 

HOSPITAL FUND. 

Omci Comm’y Gas 1 !, or Subsistence, \ 
Washington, March 1, 1803. / 

UOW CREATED. 

The sick in hospital not needing full ra- 
tions for their subsistence, only such parts 
thereof arc issued as are actually required 
for the support of themselves and author- 
ized attendants. The difference between 
tbe numbdV of rations due a hospital, at cost 
price of a complete ration at the station, and 
the value of the stores issued to it, during 
the same period and at the same prices, coti- 
stute a credit with the Subsistence Depart- 
ment in favor of the hospital. This credit 
is called “ Hospital Fund.” 

ITS USES. 

The Commissary who issues to a hospital 
is authorized to purchase for it, on the re- 
quisition of the medical officer in charge, 
and in amount not exceeding the hospital 
credit at the time, as follows: 

1st. Food, solid or fluid, to be used for 
the diet of the sick, and not furnished by 
the Subsistence Department or Medical De- 
partment. 

2d. Articles to be used in either the pre- 
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paration or serving of the food, embracing 
principally conking utensils and table fur- 
niture, aud not furnished by the Quarter- 
master’s Department or Medical Depart- 
ment. 

ijd. Gas, oil, and other means of illumi- 
nation, to be used instead of candles, which 
are part of the soldier's ration. 

The Hospital Fund being thus a means 
for supplying the suffering sick with wauls 
and conveniences needful for their health 
and more comfortable condition, not other- 
wise to be obtained, its management should 
be held as a sacred trust, and its expendi- 
ture confined strictly to the purposes which 
this fund is designed to accomplish. Med- 
ical and hospital supplies, quartermaster’s 
supplies, aud all objects of expenditure from 
the appropriations of the different depart- 
ments of the military service, are not proper 
charges against the hospital credit. 

ITS EXPENDITURE. 

The articles purchased by the Commis- 
sary for the sick in hospital are paid for out 
of the subsistence funds in his hands for 
public disbursement, on a voucher certified 
to by the medical officer in charge ; and the 
hospital credit is diminished in consequence 
thereof by the amount of the purchases 
made. An expenditure of money by tbe 
Commissary for the subsistence or conveni- 
ence of the sick in hospital, is accounted 
for in the manner prescribed for other dis- 
bursements of the Subsistence Department. 
At large Depots or General Hospitals, this j 
fund may be partly expended for the benefit 
of the sick at dependent posts or in detach- 
ments, on requisitions approved by the Med- 
ical Direotor or senior Surgeon of the dis- j 
trict. 

now ASCERTAINED. 

A “ Statement of the Hospital Fund ” is 
made out at the end of each calendar month, 
and appears as a part of the Commissary’s 
“Abstract of Issues t<j Hospital ” for that 
month. On it arc en'ered the balance of 
credit (if any) to hospital at the end of the 
preceding month', and tbe number of rations 
due it in the month, at cost price; also, 
the stores which have been issued by the 
Commissary to the hospital and articles pur- 
chased by him for the sick, during this pe- 
riod, with the cost of each set opposite. 
The difference between these two amounts — 
credits and debits — leaves an ascertained 
balance of credit, (if the Hospital Fund for 
the month has not been entirely used up,) j 



applicable to authorized expenditures for 
the subsistence or convenience of the sick 
in hospital during the following month. 
This statement may be prepared in the same 
manner at any day, should there be occasion 
for ascertaining the exact state of the credit 
of a hospital at any particular date. An 
“Abstract of Issues to Hospital” and a 
“ Statement of the Hospital Fund,” should 
be made out monthly for each separate hos- 
pital. 

nOW TRANSFERRED. 

At the request of the Surgeon General, 
and on instructions from the Commissary 
General of Subsistence, Hospital Fund may 
be transferred as follows : 

The Commissary directed to transfer any 
portion of this credit from a hospital he 
supplies to another one, drops the amount 
specified from his next Statement of its 
Hospital Fund as transferred to the hospital 
designated in the instructions, giving (when 
informed) the rank, name, regiment, or 
corps, and station of the Commissary who 
issues to it. The Commissary directed to 
receive a stated amount of this credit, takes 
up the same in favor of the designated hos- 
pital supplied by him, on his next State- 
ment of its Hospital Fund, and as received 
from the one mentioned in the instructions, 
giving (when informed) the rank, name, 
regiment, or corps, and station of the Com- 
missary who issues to such hospital. 

When an officer is relieved from subsist- 
ence duty, he will give his successor a cer- 
tified statement of the hospital credit of 
each separate hospital supplied by him, aud 
will note such action on the Ilospitul Ab- 
stract. His successor will take up these 
credits in favor of each separate hospital he 
issues to, in manner as above explained- 
Hospital Fund being a credit only, cannot 
be transferred from one officer’s papers to 
another’s as money. 



HOSPITAL GARDENS. 

Among the benefits conferred by the 
Sanitary Commission, those resulting from 
the establishment of gardens for hospital 
use are very promiment. In the Western 
Department, Dr. Newberry has given much 
attention to this subject and with satisfac- 
tory results. 

There have been gathered from the gar- 
dens at Chattanooga during the mouth of 
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September, the following vegetables : 3.935 
dozen of corn, squashes, melons, cabbage, 
Ac., and 440 bushels of potatoes, tomatoes, | 
beaus, Ac. 

Mr. Wills, the gardener in charge, writes 
that “ the crqps are doiqg finely. With good 
weather we shall have a large quantity of 
tomatoes, Lima beans, sweet corn, sweet 
potatoes, radishes, turnips, &e. Our entire j 
issues up to this date (September 3) have 
been 9.583 bushels and 13,907 dozens of j 
some twenty-one varieties of vegetables, and | 
1,14(! pockets of flower-seeds.” 

From the garden at Knoxville during the | 
month of September there have been issued 
270 bushels of tomatoes, 204 bushels of 
beans, 6,347 dozen of cucumbers, mostly j 
pickles, and 1,927 heads of cabbage. — Sani- j 
tary Reporter. 

WHERE'S JEDDO t 

In the spring of '62 a colored boy, just \ 
escaped front his master, unable to read or | 
write, was found upon the Pamunky river, j 
by a lady engaged in the care of siek and i 
wounded soldiers. He was takei) to Mas- 
sachusetts, where he has been cared for and j 
educated by a conscientious, kind, and re- 
ligions woman. He is much beloved by her 
and all her family, as the following reverie 
will show. What he has learned, what he 
has done and is doing, caunot all be told, ; 
but he is a faithful worker in a special diet 
kitchen at City Point, and is a decided cha- 
racter. 

The little effusion below is from the pen ' 
of the good woman who has so kindly in- 
structed him. F. B. F. 

Wukre’s Jeddo? — It is so long since 
I have seen him. Ilia step is not on the 
Btair, nor his laugh in the kitchen. He 
hasn’t set the table yet; hasn’t put on his 
clean jacket. . Where’s Jeih/o ? He used 
to be everywhere, “ up stairs, down stairs, ! 
and in the lady’s chamber.” Wheu the j 
summer days were cool I used to take him 
into the parlor, to sing “Peter, James, and 1 
John and if be had been violent and • 
naughty, I would put one finger in the but- 
ton hole of his jacket, to keep him from 
going away, while I talked with him in 
tender tones, and he was sure to become 
good again. 

I must let Jeddo have a lesson. But j 



Jeddo is not here. There stands his bed, 
and his chair, and his round table covered 
with books. I look out his window, — but ' 
no Jeddo. Can he have run ateny ? No, 
indeed. Ho used to do so, once in a while, 
but at last the Lord gave me such strength 
that I held him tight and would not let him 
go. No, Jeddo has not run away. Is he 
not then at Sabbath-school 7 With his Bible 
on his knee, he sat, not long since, and pre- 
pared with me his Subbath-school lesson, 
and I heard him softly say : “ Let not your 
heart be troubled ; ye believe in Goa. be- 
lieve also in me.” Oh, I can never forget 
Jeddo; but where is he now? At Canada? 
He got angry one day, and vowed he would 
leave me, and go off upon the cold water. 

I remember just the rustling of the trees, 
and uiy own sorrow on that duy. But it 
can’t be that ho weut then, for I have tulked 
and sung with him since. Oh, I remember 
all about it now. He is off near the Poto- 
mac, among the sick soldiers ; gone to “ lift 
up the hands that hangdown,and strengthen 
the feeble knees;” gone to carry to his weak 
and needy brethren some of the cool fresh- 
ness^and truth of northern clime and north- 
ern life. The Lord bless and preserve my 
Jeddo. 

And so Jeddo left tho banks of tbe Po- 
mac and followed up the banks of the York 
to the White House, and then followed up 
the banks of the James, and Is filling a 
little sphere of usefulness and doing a little 
share of good for himself and others. So 
let Jeddo work. A poor famishing outcast 
on the Pamunky two years ago, and now 
feeding the hungry on the Janies. Igno- 
rant and indolent then, and now reading, 
writing, and working. 

LAUNDRIES IN THE ARMY. 

A correspondent writes : 

No clothing is wasted now, but it is not 
always well washed, and in its distribution, 
injustice may be occasionally be done to 
individuals. I find to-night in n single" 
tent, four men who have on July cotton 
shirts — not over thick at that. They had 
on woolen shirts when they came to the 
hospital a few days ago, but have been 
obliged to send them te the laundry, taking 
these in exchange. They are not certain 
to get their same ones back again, as they 
are issued by lot; but rather than let them 
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suffer, I gavo them each another and ad- 
monished them to stick to them as long as 
possible. I| is impracticable to mark each 
man’s clothing, and there must be some 
unpleasant friction sometimes in the distri- 
bution in consequence. 

THE •• REFRESHMENT STATIONS.” 

Mr. Eno makes the following condensed 
report of the refreshment stations at Dalton, 
Resacu, and Kingston, from the commence- 
ment of Abe operations, to September 15. 
The men fed were all sick and wounded, 
and were from twenty-four to sixty eight 
hours on the way to Chattanooga. 

Number of men fed, 15,73ti To them 
were given 3,(i(>4 gallons of coffee, 233 gal- 
lons of soup, 25 gallons of tea, 377 gallons 
of punch, 208 gallons of ale, 139 gallous of 
stewed fruit, 53 gallons of tomatoes, 00 
gallons of pickles, 35 gallons of lemonade, 
14,078 sandwiches, &e., 2,931 pounds of 
crackers and light bread, 82 bottles of 
stimulants, 10 bushels of apples, 18 gallons 
of blackberry . — Sanitary Reporter. 

A WORD TO ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

Your uames constitute a roster, eminent 
for learning, piety, and influence. In 
looking over it, one cannot but be impressed 
with the fact that eight hundred men, se- 
lected from all our chief scats of learning; 
from prominent places in all the churches 
of the land ; from important and prosperous 
mercantile and commercial institutions ; 
from social and domestic associations that 
, wield power and wealth — must be compe- 
tent to command vast acquisitions to the 
resources of philanthropy ; not by their own 
gifts of money merely, hut by their counsel 
and influence. For all these, you are now 
earnestly solicited. 

You have been so accustomed to regard 
the United States Sanitary Commission as 
a vast machine, that having in itself the 
inspiration of Christian principle, and being 
constantly quickened by the generous im- 
pulses and donations of the people, has 
kept its own course, and done its work 
without ostentation or friction, that you 
may have almost lost sight of the fact that 
you constitute a part of this great machi- 



nery, which is working such a work in the 
land. It is to remind you of this fact, that 
the present message is addressed to you. 
To remind you that each associate member 
iB iu himself a potcer for good. To ask 
whether that power is being directed earn- 
estly and judiciously for the advancement 
of the cause. Not that there is any reason 
for complaint, but that there is need for 
increased diligence. Why? The women 
of tho land ask for your assistance in their 
little societies. They will call upon you 
more frequently ; their appeals will be 
more earnest if need be, but your assistance 
they must have. The winter campaign upon 
which we are entering, will be fruitful in 
demands upon the patience, endurance, 
patriotism and generosity of the people. 
The women are reorganising where they 
have grown tardy. They are organizing 
where they never had societies before. 
Every week brings tidings of renewed 
effort, and they all say, “ Oh, if the men 
would work, too!” Will you keep these 
“Soldiers’ Aid Societies” alive? Will you 
furnish them with means and material? 
Let all associate members renew their 
pledges of aid to the various Relief Societies, 
and they will bo able to do what they are 
longing, for, hut what they are hindered 
from accomplishing, for want of your active, 
practical cooperation. 



SANITARY AND CHRISTIAN COMMISSIONS. 

The following correspondence will be 
read with interest : 

Washisotos, D. C., 1 ' 

October 29, 1804. / 

To Officer in chan/e of U. .S’. Christian 
Commission, Washington, D. C. 

Sir : — It is the desire of the Sanitary 
Commission to effect more permanent ar- 
rangements for securing religious services 
at the several Relief Stutions of this Com- 
mission. 

As it is\he legitimate and peculiar pro- 
vince of the Christian Commission to minis- 
ter, through its delegates, to the spiritual wel- 
fare of the soldiers and sailors, may 1 ask that 
you, as officer in charge of the work of the 
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Christian Commission in this vicinity, will 
arrange to have a clergyman present at each 
of the Relief Stations of the Sanitary Com- 
mission in this city, every Sunday for the 
purpose of holding religious service among 
the men. 

Should you accede to this request, you 
may feel assured that every facility will bo 
secured by agents of this Commission on 
duty at the several Relief Stations, to the 
gentlemen you may assign to this work. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

Fred. N. Knapp, 

AMocUte S**creUry. 

United States Christian Commission, 1 
Washington. D. C., Xov. f, 1864. ] 

Fred. N. Knapp, Esq., 

Anodile Secretary D. 8. S. C. 

Mr Dear Sir: — I have the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 29th ult., inviting us to furnish minis- 
terial services on the Sabbath at each of 
your Relief Stations. Please accept our 
thanks for the courtesy. It will 'give the 
Christian Commission great pleasure to 
comply with your request whenever and so 
far as we shall be able to do so. At present 
we are very short for help. I shall proba- 
bly have a larger force after election. Will 
you have the kindness to give us a list of 
the “ Stations” where we could hold ser- 
vices, and the hours most suitable, and 
oblige, 

Yours most truly, 

J. J. Abbott, 

Agcot U. 8. C. C. 

CITY POINT. 

From I)r. McDonald. 

City Point, Va., 1 
Oct. 2 KM, 1884. / 

Sickness last night prevented me from 
writing, as 1 had intended, au account of 
the recent move and woik of the Sanitary 
Commission in this Department. To-night 
I can only give you the outlines, as there is 
much to be done before Sunday. We try 
to avoid all work on Sunday, and only Issue 
on that day to cases of urgent necessity. 

On the night of the 2Uth inst., our troops 
in Army of the Potomac, were massed, all 
wagon trainf sent within the entrenchments 
at City Poiut, and every preparation made 
for an early and rapid march towards the 
South- side Railroad. ' Daylight of the 27 th 
found the column moving on with four 
days rations; a force having been left in 



the several forts to guard our line and all 
other troops sent forward. Two divisions 
of the Second Corps wero pushed out to the 
Boynton Plank Road, of which they gained 
possession, but being in a cul-de-sae with 
the rebs on each side, they were compelled 
to retrace their steps and “ get out of the 
wilderness” before morning, leaving a part 
of their wounded on the field. 

HOSPITALS AT C1TT POINT. > 

All the troops are now in their old posi- 
tion^; the hospitals have had lafge acces- 
sions to their numbers, increasing the total 
now at base hospitals at City Poiut to about 
6,400, on account of the cleaning out of 
all front hospitals. Our work iu the base 
hospitals has consequently been increased ; 
that at the front diminished, as all wounded 
have been sent to the rear. 

Our wagons which were sent in, have 
been pushed out again to-day to their for- 
mer position, with good loads and ready for 
what is to come. 

HOSPITAL AT DEEP BOTTOM. 

On the right, across the James, General 
Butler’s forces were moved aloug the New 
Market and Charles City roads, crossiug to 
Seven Pines, where the enemy were found 
in their breastworks, (the same that they oc- 
cupied two years since,) aud a battle ensued, 
resulting iu the return of onr forces to their 
former line, having lost about eighteen hun- 
dred in killed, wounded and missing. Most 
of the wounded were conveyed to Deep Bot- 
tom, and placed on boats for transportation 
to hospital. At Deep Bottom, we found 
work for the Ageuls of the Commission. 
Many of the wounded had been hurried 
from field to boats without even a primary 
dressing ; they were tired, hungry and cold. 
Our agents fed, clothed and assisted them 
as well as was possible, dressed wounds, 
provided stimulants to such as needed, sup- 
plied some of the boats with stores for thei? 
voyage, and endeavored to do all they could 
to relieve the suffering. Fortunately, wo 
had a very good supply at this station, aud 
though it was soon exhausted, we had it 
filled again in a short time. The tug had 
been sent up during the forenoon, with u 
small supply for general distribution, and 
while she was gone, a telegram was received 
calling for battlefield supplies; a load was 
gotten ready and put on board as soon us 
she returned, and she was immediately sent 
back, arriving at Deep Bottom in time to 
replenish our storehouse for the next truiu 
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of wounded, which arrived while we were 
unloading. 

The men were taken from ambulances to 
the boat, there immediately cleaned, their 
wounds attended to, operations performed, 
and also fed and put to bed ; direct from 
the ambulance to the examining surgeon, 
thence to bed or the operating tuble. 

A VETRAN AND HIS YOUNG COMRADE. 

When passing through the crowd on my 
way to the store-tent, I noticed a man 
wounded iu the leg, carefully bathing the 
hip of a young comrade, who asked, 

“ Charley, where did you get them rags?” 

“ From the Sanitary,” was his reply. Alter 
a pause the youngcr>one remarked, “ Char- I 
ley, aint that Sanitary a bully concern ?” 
Charley turned just at this moment to dip 
his rag again into the water, and 1 saw that 
he was an old soldier, his face was gearred 
and bronzed ; his comrade was a mere boy, 
and this was his first wound, (not a severe 
one). I offered to assist in dressing the 
wound, hut Charley remarked that lie could 
do it very well, and went on with his work 
very systematically; his own wound which 
was the most severe, he paid but little at- 
tention to, till the young man was dressed. 
In passing to the boat again, he called me 
to him, and asked if I would plesse look at 
his leg, which he was then bathing, and 
while I examined the wound he said, ‘‘Dr., 
your Commission has done more good dur- 
ing this wat than the folks at home know 
of. When 1 was sick at Fair Oaks, they 
took care of me, and kept me alive two 
weeks ; I got wounded at Chuneellorsville, 
aud the first thing after tho Jonnies Fent 
me across the river; at Fredericksburg, they 
gave me something to eat, aud a nice cup of 
coffee, and to-day they have done the nice 
thing by all the boys.” When his wound 
was dressed, lie got up, thanked me and 
went on the boat, as cheerfully as though 
nothing had happened. 1 was much pleased 
with bis kind care of a young comrade, his 
forgetfulness of self, and his thoughtful 
observation of all that was passing. He 
was an old soldier, though not more than 
thirty years of age, and a brave one, os is 
acknowledged by all his comrades. This is 
the third time I have known him to be 
wounded since the commencement of this 
war. 

There are many such men in this army, 
and such scenes as that of yesterday bring 
them out in glowing colors. 



All is quiet to-night, and a stranger 
would hardly believe we had so recently 
passed such an exciting day, were he to 
judge from present appearances. 



LETTER FROM CAMP PAROLE, MD. 

BY ALMA CAREY. 

We have very little to report this week, 
nothing unusual having occurred. The hos- 
pital is filled with paroled men, with the ex- 
ception of a very few who are exchanged, 
and are too sick to be transferred to other 
hospitals. 

Many are being sent to their own States 
on furlough, for the purpose of giving their 
votes at the coming election. We believe 
there are but few among them who will not 
give the ritjht vote. 

During the present week we have lost 
eight of our sick men by death, the largest 
number in one week through the past year. 
Only one of these died of his wound, the 
others lingered long with fevers and chronic 
diseases. Some had near relatives to mourn 
their loss, and others seemed to be almost 
without kindred or friends. We hope they 
had the Friend that “ sticketh closer than a 
brother.” 

Our sick have been well supplied of late 
with vegetables, apples, oysters and other 
things necessary to the health and comfort 
of the paroled men. Can not the Commis- 
sion furnish them more freely with nice 
crackers? That are considered a rare treat 
for sick soldiers. 

There have been many changes and re- 
movals among the surgeons aud stewards of 
this hospital within the last few weeks; this 
has caused some inconvenience in the gene- 
ral arrangement of all departments of the 
hospital. 

Arrangements are being made for the 
reception of our prisoners from Georgia, 
who are expected daily ; after their long 
confinement, surely too much cannot be 
done for them. We are sometimes ashamed 
that we cannot supply everything that is 
wanted by these poor sufferers. 

It is under contemplation to enlarge the 
hospital proper, in Camp Parole, by build- 
ing twelve more wards, as our present wards 
are now constantly full, and we slmjl not 
have accommodations for the many sick 
that will probably be among those who are 
to come. 
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LETTER FROM ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND. 

BY OEO. A. MILLER. 

* * * T have, during the week, visited 
the two divisions of the General Hospital, 
and the College Greeu liar racks, coming in 
contact with the surgeons in charge of the 
hospitals, (Dr. Calmer and Dr. Vanderkieft) 
and Captain Davis, commanding Barracks; 
and am happy to say that, without except- 
ion, I was most cordially received by the 
above officers and their executives. 

Dr. Vanderkieft has kindly offered me 
quarters in his hospital, which I think I 
will accept, ns it will bring me nearer my 
work. * * * 

SUSPENDERS WANTED. 

As soon as the men are able to get .out 
of their tents, they call for suspenders. As 
the Government docs not furnish anything 
of the kind, I think it very important that 
the Commission should endeavor to do so. 

JOURNAL OF A DAY. 

BY L. 8. PHILLIPS. 

Camc Fakoli Hospital, 1 
Ocl. 21, 1804. / 

I have been requested to give as my re- 
port this week “ A Journal of a Day,” 
thereby conveying some idea of my method 
of working. 1 will take this day us a sample 
of all my days in Camp Parole. 

During the morning 1 remained in the 
office occupied in various duties, and at- 
tended to the calls of any patients in the 
wards, who are able to come out and make 
known their wants, which are generally sup- 
plied with a few crackers, stamps, paper and 
envelopes, and also to furnish "Jiut, banda- 
ges, old linen, Ac., to the nurses of the 
several wards. At 9 o’clock l began my 
daily visits to the hospital ; we have six 
wards, each capable of accommodating forty- 
eight men, and these arc now full with pa- 
roled men, lately arrived from Richmond. 

A BOY OF NINETEEN. 

I first visited ward 6, here is one boy of 
nineteen years, who has been very low for 
many weeks and cannot recover ; he iB a 
weak minded unfortunate hoy, and an in- 
stance of many who are allowed and even 
urged to enlist as soldiers in our army. 
Others here are feeble from long sickness, 
and some have lost limbs, but must of them 
arc cheerful and uncomplaining. I dis- 
tributed among them, as they needed, 
handkerchiefs, combs, paper and envelopes. 
I was asked for suspenders, but had none. 



ood’h dear ones. 

In ward 5, there are more cases of severe 
sickness, such as fevers, amputations aud 
chronic complaints; here are several boys 
of only sixteen or seventeen years of age, 
“God's dear Ones," — little Christians. One 
has lost bis left arm at the shoulder, but 
bears it manfully. I gave him a wrapper 
which pleased him much, and he humbly 
asked if he could take it home with him 
I when discharged. For one man in this 
ward I wrote to his wife, and warned her 
of his dangerous condition. 

I next visited ward 4 ; here are not many 
serious cases of sickness, only one is not ex- 
pected to recover. Several have lost limbs, 
and here 1 gave cushions, slings handker- 
chiefs and combs. It is astonishing to see 
with how much gratitude these trivial arti- 
cles arc received. 

In #ard 3 I found a man who had died 
during the night, he had been long sick. 
Most here wanted as usual, combs, *aper, 

Ac. 

Ward 2 has many very sick men. One 
told me he knew he could not livo.long, 
and had resigned himself to his Heavenly 
j Father’s will ; here 1 distributed various 
article* and was again asked for suspeuders. 
What a pity that our brave soldiirs are 
without suspenders. 

Ward 1, has some quite sick men, but 
none dangerously so ; all needed what little 
I could give them, such as slippers, towels, 

Ac. 

We have at present good and kind nurses 
in all the wards, aud they allow me to draw 
their attention to any disorderly eouduct, 
neglect of patients, want of cleanliness in 
the care of the ward. I also visited the 
low diet kitchen, and found that the sick 
were to be well provided for at their coming 
dinner. 

After going through the hospital I re- 
turned to the office, when 1 wrote a letter 
for a very sick man to his sister, asking her - 
to come to him. In the afternoon 1 com- 
menced taking stock, attended to calls in 
the office, and was variously employed till 
5 o’clock, when I again visited the wards to • 
look after some who were about leaving on 
furlough, and do what I could for the com- 
fort of the verv sick before they should be- 
gin another long sleepless night. 

In the evrning I wrote two letters. One 
to a mother for a boy who had lost his right 
arm, and the other to a sister for a man who 
l has also lost his right arm. I also received 



Digitized by Google 




The Sanitary Cammison Bulletin. 



815 



letters from friends of soldiers, to whom I 
had previously written. 

FROM CAMP PAROLE. MARYLAND. 

BY JOS. C. BATCtlELOR. 

My report for this week will not vary 
particularly from those lor the preccediug j 
ones, as the same routine is gone through . 
with from week to week. No men have 
arrived, but a number have been sent to 
their respective States iu anticipation ol the 
coming election. . 

The men in section D, seem to be doing 
well, this 6ne weather agreeing with them, 
though some of them are badly shaken with 
that disagreeable disease, chills and^ fever. 

One poor fellow died in ward 47 , from 
the effects of eating too much of articles 
sent him .from home by his wife. No one 
was aware of it until morning, when he was 
found sitting by the stove lifeless. It seems 
as though both soldiers and their friends, 
should exercise more judgment about such 
things than they do. 

' A new Agent has arrived this week to 
assist, or rather share in the labors of Miss 
Phillips, in section A. She is Miss A. Cary, 
from Maine, and l should judge will make 
an efficient laborer iu our good cause. 

Affairs in that Section seem in an excel- 
lent condition, at least as far as the comfort 
of the men is concerned, although they are 
rather crowded. 1 he number ot deaths this 
week is higher than in any during the past 
year. One article is particularly spoken of 
as much needed there by our Agents, which 
is n Tee crackers. Many a man is more bene- 
fited by a cracker in the right time, than by 
a full meal at another time. 

FOOT-BALLS. 

Several officers have spoken to me about 
furnishing “ foot -balls,” for the use of the 
men in the Barracks, as they would be a 
great inducement to exercise of which the 
men need to take more than they do. I 
would respectfully recommend that they be 
furnished. 

From George A. Miller. 

I have spent a' large part of my time in 
Divisions, Nos. 1 and J ot the General 
Hospital. As Dr. Vanderkieft has charge 
of the goods sent into the Naval School 
Hospital, and has made them accessible to 
the lady nurses, there is little need of a 
visitor to attend to the distribution of cloth- 



ing. The same is also true of the St. John's 
College Hospital. The Claim Agency has 
a great field here, if it can be worked. 
There was a muster for commutation of 
rations for prisoners, last summer, and 
about four months afterwards their certifi- 
cates were sent on ; but about four-fifthsof the 
men who were mustered, had beeu sent else- 
where. And whether their certificates were 
of value to them or not, I know not The 
men are all eager to have something done 
to secure the collecting of the commutation 
[ of rations, and 1 am not less anxious to do 
! it. There seems to be a reluctance on the 
part of some of the officers to sign some of 

( the papers necessary to collect back pay. 

W hen a person is discharged for disabil- 
ity, he generally wants to make application 
for a pension, and I feel no delicacy in re- 
gard to presenting his papers. Some wish 
to have their State and County bounties 
! collected, which of course we are at liberty 
to do. 

In a religious view, there can be no 
limit to' the work here, and in particular on 
the arrival of large numbers from the South 
where they have been stripped of every 
thing. I would suggest the propriety of 
being prepared to distribute Testaments 
among them. 

INTERESTING FROM ANNAPOLIS, MD. 

BY J. ADDISON WHITAKER. 

Oel. 22, 1804. 

I herewith nspeet fully present my report 
for the week ending this date. 

OFFICE. • 

I have expended the sum of two hundred 
and twenty-eight dollars and twenty cents, 
(8-28 20), as per statement (paper A.) 
sent forward to B. Collins, Assistant Trea- 
surer, New York. 

I have issued stores as per paper B. This 
paper will also show stock on band, what has 
been received, &c. I would respectfully 
recommend this form for general adoption, 
as it will be found on trial, to serve our 
purposes admirably. 

Our office work engrosses so much of my 
time, that I am prevented making as many 
visits to the whole field of our work as I 
should like. 

FLAG OF TRUCK BOAT. 

The arrival of the Flag of Truce Boat 
gave us a great deal to do, no one unless 
be is present can form an idea of the condi- 
tion of both officers and men on their arri- 
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val here, of course those who can gain relief 
in no other way, find their way to our office 
and their reappearance makes all the appeals 
that any heart needs, to move it to efforts 
for relief. 

That relief to the soldiers is in stationery, 
a towel, handkerchief, tobacco, tic., which 
makes him as happy as a child with a pres- 
ent of a new toy. As one poor fellow said, 
“ 1 feel just as though 1 had been let out of 
some place!" and it is a fact that a great 
many are so weak or overjoyed as to appear 
a little beside themselves. 

Hospitals are crowded, and therefore only 
the worst cases arc taken into them. Con- 
sequently a great many are sent to Camp 
Parole who can drag themselves out there. 

One dear fellow had to stop at the office, 
he was ready to faint away, he had suffered 
with diarrhuea so long that he was a walk- 
ing skeleton almost. I gave him a bottle 
of Jamaica (linger, and addressed words of 
cheer to him, but he was so depressed in 
spirits that they seemed to break up the 
very fountain of his heart; he wept like a 
child, he was homesick, and almost heart- 
broken. I gave him transportation to the 
camp, and directed our agent there to take 
a special interest in his ease. 

It did my heart good to see our first pa- 
roled Navy Officers come back. I did ull I 
could for them ; would like to have done 
more, but was afraid I would transgress my 
limits of authority in expenditure 

I never saw any one so happy as they 
were when old “ living” clothing was 
thrown away and our new comfortable un- 
der clothes and new pants were put on. It 
was really a laughable sight to see them 
half naked running about the office and yard 
full of mirth, changing as rapidly as 
possible. 

Their thaukfullncss and appreciation of 
all that was done I am sure from what was 
said will be shown when they receive their 
pay, and get home where they cau write for 
papers and contribute their means. 

The demand for thousands of stationery 
and towels, &c., is very great after the 
arrival of a boat, and really we should be 
well supplied. * * * 

Oct. 29, 1804. 

* * * Office duties increase weekly. We 
have more calls for information, more cor- 
respondence, and jnore relief work to do 
than ever. In addition to our usual work 
in the office, our labors are increased by the 



I 

efforts we make to meet all demands on our 
time in regard to the “ Claim Agency.” A 
| great deal of information is being scattered 
■ throughout the country by the blanks fur- 
nished by the General Claim Agent, being 
1 given to relatives and friends of the soldier 
visiting here. We are also giving attention 
to the work suggested by the “ Chief As- 
sistant of Special Relief,” and in a little 
while shall be able to throw a large amount 
of work on -Back Pay accounts into his 
hands. As this field is a new one in this 
work of the Commission, some little trouble 
has been experienced by the ignorance of 
the officer as to what was his duty in regard 
to the same. However, after a proper ex- 
planation the requisite papers are given, and 
and all the co-operation we can ask is cor- 
dially given, and our service fully appreci- 
ated. * * * 

We have occupied the new house for our 
“ Homo,” which is filled daily with sorrow- 
ful and deeply afflicted relatives of soldiers. 

Three arrived on Saturday night, and on 
going to the hospital found those whom they 
loved so dearly and for whose sake they had 
traveled so far, they having come all the 
way from Illinois, were dead ! and wero to 
be buried on the morrow. 

How welcome the quiet retreat which the 
“ Home” afforded, was to them. This is an 
illustration of one of its benefits. 

For Report of Meals and Lodgings, &o., 
see Paper “ F.” 

The additional expense to which we are 
put, by the new building, will return a 
thousand fold in blessings upon the Com- 
mission and the soldier. * * * 

PBISONEBS FEOM BED BIVEB. 

New Orleans, 1 
Oct. 21, 1804. f 

* * * Mr. Stearns accompanies our 
Commissioner of Exchange of prisoners to 
Red River, to-day. As our men will be 
obliged to walk from Syler to Alexandria, 
and possibly from there to the mouth of 
Red River, many will become exhausted 
and require attention. Mr. Stearns will 
take with him an amount of concentrated 
food and stimulant. 

Since the capture of Forts Potrcll, Gaines, 
and Morgan, situated on Mobile Bay, there 
has been considerable transportation across 
Lake Pontchartrain to this city. All 
steamers land about five miles from the 
I city ; the cars do not run after eight o’clock 
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P.M., and of course, all soldiers that arrive 
have no accommodations. After consulting 
the Medical Director on Major-General 
Canby’s Staff, I resolved to open a “ Sol- 
diers’ Lodge,” at Lakeport. The main 
difficulty was to obtain a house, I labored 
two days faithfully, but the secesh clement 
was too strong for me to obtain what I 
wanted, and I had no promise of military 
authority to enforce any I desired. 

The Railroad Company have given me 
the privilege of occupying a building they 
own on the extreme end of the wharf. I 
shall endeavor to obtain the lumber of the 
Quarter Master’s Depot, and the mechanical 
genius of Mr. Furniss will avail me in mak- 
ing a good Lodge, the benefits of which will 
be duly appreciated. 

The expense will be considerable. If the 
Quarter Master will furnish lumber, per- 
haps over $100, if he does not, perhaps 
over $300. I cannot wait to hear if my 
course is approved. I shall go ahead and 
abide the consequences. -I always keep 
steadily in view economy to the Commis- 
sion, with advantage to the Boldiers. 

ECONOMY OF WOOLEN UNDERCLOTHING. 

The following extract of a letter addressed 
from City Point, Va., to the New York 
State Military Agent at Washington, D. 
C., by Mr. J. V. Van Ingen, is worthy of | 
especial notice. The writer has had large ! 
and long experience, and his views are 
entitled to much respect. 

The demand for woolen shirts, drawer s \ 
and socks, is always very great ; but the 
need now is more imperative than ever lie- ■ 
fore, at this season and in this climate ; and ! 
I am told here that every woolen shirt given 
out costs the Commission nearly four dal - ' 
lars. The class really needing them most 
is that of the convalescents, returning or 
about to return from hospital to regiment, 
with little flesh and blood about them, and 
almost certain to relapse if sent away thinly 
clad. In very many cases these must go 
back shivering, unless the Commission or a 
State Agency supply them ; aud it may be 
weeks before the convalescent, returned to 
duty, can “ draw” them in his regiment. 
The sequel is a relapse and a return to 
hospital. 

And this brings up a very urgent and 
momentous question of economy. Where 
one thousand dollars is paid readily as bounty 
Vol. I. No. 26 52 



to a raw recruit, out of the public treasury, 
is it not a strange contradiction and neglect 
of wise economy, (leaving humanity out of 
the question,) to suffer the loss of the vig- 
orous service of an experienced soldier by 
this defect in arrangements and provisions, 
otherwise so admirable and bountiful? 

A soldier is brought to the hospital, sick 
or wounded, from a distant camp or line. 
His soiled or bloody shirt and drawers re- 
placed by a hospital shirt and drawers of 
cotton; he remains for weeks — unpaid most 
likely ; recovers, “ is returned to duty,” — 
but, if he cannot comunicate with his regi- 
ment, and often even if he can, there is no 
provided source for fitting him out warmly 
for his new exposure, except the charities 
of the Commission. It is so, too, as regards 
rheumatic invalids in hospital, requiring 
warm, woolen underclothes. I know how 
entirely you will agree with me, from your 
own large experience in your office, when I 
i express the earnest wish, that this simple 
consideration could rule in all that regards 
the sick and temporarily disabled soldier, 
who is not a proper subject for immediate 
discharge ; namely, that “ If a green recruit 
! is worth $1,200 or $1,500 to put into the 
ranks, then it is the purest economy to 
spend at least half as much on any means 
and appliances which promise to promote 
and hasten the restoration of a sick or dis- 
abled veteran to sound heulth aud vigor, 
and to efficient service.” 

I wish that this rule could dominate in 
all that relates to our hospitals, as it cer- 
tainly has been recognized by the Sanitary 
Commission. 

HOMES AND LODGES. * 

MEMPHIS. 

At the Lodge in Memphis, during the 
four months ending with October 1st, there 
were furnished 1,335 lodging and 4,501 
meals ; and pay to the amouut of $3,573 36 
was drawn and paid over to furloughed and 
discharged men. 

, CAIRO. 

At the Home in Cairo, during the four 
weeks ending Sept. 28th, there were fur- 
nished 7,712 lodgings and 17,630 meals. 

LOUISVILLE. 

Mr. Morton, the superintendent of the 
| Home in Louisville, writes under date of 
Sept. 30th : 

Rations were furnished at the “ Home” 
and “ Rest” for the month of September, 
as follows: 
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From the let to 10th, 

“ 10th to 20th, 

« 20th to 30th, 



. . 6,996 
. 8,206 
. 11,129 



Total, . . . • . 26,329 

The month has been one of unusual ac- 
tivity in every department, and our capa- 
city, in the way of quarters, has not been 
equal to the demand for accommodations. 
The number of sick and wounded cared fur 
has averaged about one hundred daily; and 
for the comfort and better accommodation 
of such, a diet-kitchcn and special cook 
have been provided, which makes our ar- 
rangements for that department complete in 
every way. 

NASHVILLE. 

Capt. Bray ton makes the following report 
for the month of September : 

Number of furloughed men and men 

traveling under orders admitted, . 8,546 
Number discharged men admitted, . 330 



Total,. . . . 8,876 

From the following States : Ohio, 2,243 ; 
Indiana, 1,279; Illinois, 1,722; Michigan, 
460; Wisconsin, 496 ; Pennsylvania, 335; 
Kentucky, 430; Iowa, 610; Minnesota, 
27; New York, 163; New Jersey, 46; 
Tennessee, 145 ; Kansas, 27 ; Missouri, 
203 ; Connecticut, 7 ; Massachusetts, 29 ; 
Alabama, 20; Maine, 1 ; U. 8. Army, 719. 
Number meals furnished, . . 25,820 

“ lodgings “ . . 9,518 

“ furnished with transportation, 8,670 
“ for whom back pay wasdrawn, 104 
Amount drawn and paid over, . $29,194 18 
We have dressed the wounds of 1,499 
men, and cared for 325 sick men who 
nedled medical attendance. There have 
been given out 381 shirts, 257 pairs draw- 
ers, 124 pairs pants, 44 coats, 13 dressing 
gowns, 6 pairs socks, 3 blouses. 

NEW ALBANY. 

During September, at the Home in New 
Albany, 674 lodgings, and 2,391 meals have 
been provided. 



SPECIAL BELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

BY J. B. ABBOTf. 

I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the special relief work under my 
charge, for week ending Oct. 29th, 1864 : 
Number of applications of discharged sol- 
diers for aid in adjusting their papers 
and collecting their pay, taken and re- 
corded, .... 17 



Number of cases settled, . . 37 

Amount collected, . . . $4,802 92 

•Number of bounty cases taken 

and recorded, ... 4 

Number allowed, ... 8 

Amount collected, . . . £750 00 

Number of applications from sick and 



wounded soldiers in General Hospi- 
tals for aid in collecting back pay 



taken and recorded, . _ . .43 

Number of sick cases adjusted, . 43 

Amount of pay secured, . . $3,607 24 

Number of applications from the fami- 
lies of prisoners of war for aid in col- 
lecting their back pay, ... 5 

Number of sick cases adjusted, . 3 

Amount of pay secured, . . $310 75 

Number of naval claims recorded, 30 

Number of sick claims allowed, . 3 

Amount of money secured, . $655 88 
Number of pension claims re- 
corded and tiled, ... 43 

Number of sick claims allowed, . 10 

Number of claims for arrears of 
pay and bounty filed in the 
Second Auditor’s office, . 4 

Number of sick claims allowed, . 2 

Amount of money secured on the 

two cases allowed, . . $287 35 

The aggregate number of cases 

taken and recorded, . . 152 

The aggregate number of cases 

adjusted, .... 196 

The aggregate amount of money 

collected, . . . $10,414 14 

! Number of drafts forwarded, . 26 

Amount of the 26 drafts, . . $1,966 11 



EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 

Cash on hand Oct. 24th, . . $36 94 

Cash received from Sanitary 
Commission, . . . $1,600 00 

Cash refunded from loan ace’t, . $30 25 

Expenditures, . . . . $115 65 

Cash on hand this date, . . $1,551 54 

HOMES AMO LODGES. 

At Lodge No. 4, the number of meals fur- 
nished to soldiers, . . . 3,025 

Number of lodgings furnished, . 435 

At the other places the amount of work 
accomplished is about the same as usual. 
At the Alexandria Lodge several soldiers 
have died of late, all having been brought 
to the Lodge in a dying condition. One of 
them was shot seven times by guerrillas, 
five times after he surrendered. This oc- 
curred out on the Manassas Gap Railroad. 
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IIo lived to reach this Lodge, hut died while 
beiug removed from the stretcher on which 
he was brought. 

A. H. Trego reports one hundred and ten 
sick and wounded soldiers waited upon and 
assisted in transit between IV ashington and 
New York. He adviseB me that many of 
them, whom he has assisted, were utterly 
unfit to travel alone, aud were exceedingly 
grateful for the aid he renderdil them. 

Since my last report I have received an 
important decision in a case submitted to 
the Second Comptroller on the 2d of Sep- 
tember last, and which he referred to the 
Secretary of War. The point in question 
was this : “ Are re-enlisted veterans, when 
discharged from the service, entitled to 
travel pay ami allowances to their place of 
original enrollment, or only to the place of 
their re-enlistment 7” 

U. 3. Sakitaby Coaaissios, ) 

« Special Rslisf" OrricK, 380 HStubst, l 
' Washisotos, D. C-, Sept. 2 d } 1864. j 

Hon. J. M. Broadhkad, 

Sseood Comptroller, Treasury Depurtmeot. 

Sir : — I have the honor to submit to you, 
for decision, the case of Orris A. Bishop, 
saddler, Company B, 8th Illipois Cavalry, 
who joined the company on its original or- 
ganization at Sycamore, Illinois, and mus- 
tered into the service of the United States 
at St. Charles, Illinois, on the 18th day of 
September, 1861 ; was re-mustered into the 
service as a veteran January 1st, 1864, at 
Culpepper, Virginia, and on the 27th day 
August, 1864, discharged from the service 
of the United States, by reason of surgeon’s 
certificate of disability. He now claims 
transportation and subsistence from the 
place of his discharge to the original place 
of enrollment ; but there is a question whe- 
ther he is entitled to it to his original place 
of enrollment, or only to Culpepper, Vir- 
ginia, the place of his re-muster into the 
service as a veteran. 

Your decision on the point in question 
will confer a great favor upon many veteran 
soldiers, aud 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. B. Abbott, 

Chief Awiwtaut Special Relief Office. 

Tueahcry Department, \ 
Second Comptroller’s OpVice, V 
Oct. 21, 1864. J 

J. B. Abbott, Esq., 

3 $9 H Street, Washington. 

Sir : — I am this day in receipt of the de- 
cision of the Secretary of War, stating that 



“ the freo transportation of veteran volun- 
teerr to and from their homes, upon occasion 
of their re-enlistmcDt furlough, was ono of 
the conditions of their re-entering the ser- 
vice, and, like the bounty then paid, to be 
considered a gratuity.” 

I enclose herewith the discharge and final 
statements of Orris A. Bishop, whose case 
comes within the scope of the decision. 

Very respectfully yours, 

J. M. Broadhkad, 

Comptroller. 

War Department, \ 

Paymaster General’s Office, V 
WA8IIINGTON, Oct. 21, 1864. J 

J. B. Abbott, Esq., 

3 f® U Street, Washington, D. C. 

Sir : — The papers in the case of Orris 
A. Bishop, saddler, Company B, 8th Illinois 
Cavalry, forwarded by you to this office, 
having been submitted to the Second Comp- 
troller, he decides that ‘‘A volunteer dis- 
charged to rc-culist as a veteran, under 
Order No. 191, (dated 25th June, I860,) 
is, in effect, only transferred to another or- 
ganization iu the same service, and when 
finally discharged is entitled to his travel, 
pay, and allowances to his place of original 
enrollment) and not to the place where he 
rc-cnlisted. The Secretary of War having 
decided that the transportation to be fur- 
nished, under General Order 376, (dated 
Nov. 21, 1863,) to veteran volunteers going 
on furlough to and from their respective 
homes, after discharge from their original 
enlistment, was designed to he a gratuity, 
no deduction on account of such transpor- 
tation will be made from their pay, &c., 
when they shall be finally discharged, or at 
any other time.” 

The papers are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your ob't servant, 
(Signed) B. W. Brick, 

Acting Paymaster General. 

The importance of this decision will be 
realized by the re-enlisted veterans when 
they are finally discharged, as it will place 
In their possession at least one million of 
dollars, if not two millions. Heretofore, 
they have only received travel pay and al- 
lowances to the place where they re-en- 
listed. 

I herewith submit the following report of 
the Special Relief Work under my charge, 
for the week ending November 5, 1864. 
Number of pay accounts of discharged 

soldiers taken and recorded, . . 26 
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Number of claims for back pay, . 55 

Number of claims for bounty, . . 6 

Number of claims for the pay of pris- 
oners of jvar, . . . .12 

Number of naval claims, . . .74 

Number of pension claims, . . 26 

Number of claims for arrears of pay 

and bounty .2 

Whole number of claims received and 
acted upon, ..... 201 
Number of pay accounts of discharged 
soldiers adjusted and money collected, 27 
Number of claims for back pay adjusted, 38 
Number of bounty claims allowed, . 1 

Number of claims for the pay of pris- 
oners of war allowed, ... 6 

Number of naval claims allowed, . 30 
Number of pension claims allowed, . 18 

Whole number of claims and cases 
adjusted, ..... 120 
Amount collected on the pay 
accounts of discharged sol- 
diers, .... 84.955 09 
Amount of back pay secured, . 3,026 23 

Amount of bounty collected, . 100 00 

Amount of pay collected for 
the families of prisoners of 

war, * 797 12 

Amount collected on naval 
claims, .... 2,052 28 



Total amount collected, . . 10,730 7.2 

EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 

Cash received from the Sanitary 

Commission and otherwise, . 300 25 

Expenditures, ... 7 234 45 

Cash on hand, November 5, . 65 80 

HOMES AND LODGES. 

The number of meals given at Lodge No. 
4. to soldiers and seamen was 2,980. 

There has been quite a large number of 
seamen accommodated here during the week, 
while waiting to have their claims for pay 
and prize mouey adjusted. 

The report of the Alexandria Lodge shows 
the whole number of soldiers and soldiers’ 
friends admitted since last report to be 146. 
Number of meals furnished, 243; number 
of lodgings furnished, 83. 

There has been an unusual number of 
very sick and severely wounded men to take 
care of temporarily, from the regiments on 
duty along the line of the Manassas Gap 
and the Orange and Alexandria .Railroads. 
These men are transferred to hospital with 
as little delay as possible after reaehiug the 
Lodge. 



The report from the Soldiers’ Home in 
Baltimore, shows 72 admitted since the last 
report, including 12 soldiers' friends and 1 
refugee. Number of meals given, 363. 
Number of hidings furnished, 108. 

Since my last report 1 have employed 
one man, a discharged soldier, who has 
been in the service three years, and has 
lost his left virtu. I have now seven dis- 
charged soldiers on the pay roll of this 
office. 

During the week ending November 5. a 
large number of furloughs have been grant- 
ed to soldiers to go home and vote at the 
presidential election, transportation being 
furnished them to and from their homes 
free of charge. So great has been the rush 
around the transportation offices, that many 
were delayed one and two days in getting 
their transportation; while thus waiting 
around the doors of the offices, we have 
prepared coffee and food and carried to 
them. Those who were lame or too feeble 
to endure the crowd, we took their furloughs 
and obtained the transportation for them. 
They were exceedingly gratified for this 
kindness. 

A WORD TO THE BRANCHES. 

You are organized for work. You do 
work. The history of the war has demon- 
strated more capacity for work in your ma- 
chinery, from the several centres to their 
remotest auxiliaries, than was ever estimated 
even by yourselves. You have done so much 
that it is very evident you can do a great 
deal more. Your very success in the past 
has given you facilities for greater success 
in the future. There is more friction, how- 
ever, than there need be in some of your 
organizations, but no more than you can 
remove. Will you permit a brief examina- 
tion of one of the causes of this friction, 
and a few suggestions for remedying it ? 

It is this, there is not always unity of pur- 
pose. Preferences are expressed for send- 
ing supplies here or there. In large States, 
like New York and Pennsylvania for exam- 
ple, one portion of the State prefers to act 
independently of another portion ; each de- 
sires to be a centre for itself, and to be sup- 
plied by constituencies of its, or their own 
choosing. Little districts arc then formed — 
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little independencies — the natural inclina- 
tion of which is to set up for themselves. 
This is well, when the centre of the little 
circle becomes itself tributary to the larger 
one, but when it does not, evil to the cause 
must be the consequence. Let managers, 
corresponding secretaries, and others hav- 
ing control of Branches, see to it that they 
cultivate the most kindly relations with the 
/ more distant places, — associate managers in 
counties and other officers of societies, and 
through them to each member and to the 
community generally. The Pope issues 
bulls ; Bishops, letters ; Governors, mes- 
sages ; and Presidents, proclamations. Why 
not women in charge of Branches issue let- 
ters to the associate managers in the several 
counties within their respective boundaries, 
and these to the little societies in the seve- 
ral towns of their counties respectively, in- 
fusing into all the spirit, work, and plans of 
the Commission, and asking from all, the 
freest interchange of thought and effort. 
Concentrated labor is felt; supplies accu- 
mulated, are seen, known, and accounted 
for ; independent effort, to gratify local 
pride or promote some narrow purpose, fails 
to do much good. 

Union should be the watchword of all the 
Aid Societies, as it is of all the loyal people 
and States. 



OTJESTIOHS. 

Wo propose to Associate Managers 
throughout the country, to adopt a list of 
questions to be answered by the town and 
village societies in their respective neigh- 
borhoods, and forwarded to the corres- 
ponding secretaries of the several branches, 
as follows : 

1. What is the name and location of 
your society ? 

2. How many working members has it? 

3. How many contributing members? 

4. How often does it meet ? 

5. What is the monthly average of its 
work ? 

6. What is its plan for raising money ? 



7. Is a correct record kept of its receipts 
of supplies, and of their shipment? 

8. What is needed to increase the effici- 
ency of the society ? 

it. Does it hold public meetings fre- 
quently ? 

10. Do the churches, and the pastors of 
churches in your neighborhood co-operate 
with you ? 

11. What objections are there to your 
plans among the ppople of your town or 
village ? 

12. What can be relied on for the next 
three mouths from your society ? 

13. What other associations for relief of 
soldiers exist in your neighborhood ? 

14. What new societies have been formed, 
and where are they located ? 

Questions like these, carefully answered 
once in three months, and forwarded through 
the Branches to the Central Office, would 
furnish material for very valuable statistics, 
and it is hoped that our various Auxiliaries 
will do their share in furnishing the desired 
information. * 



THE LIFE OF THE C0HMIS8I05. 

The United States Sanitary Commission, 
in its conception, organization, and work, js 
the expression of a grand idea. That idea 
is its life. It must grow, as all life does, 
when not encumbered by extraneous or ad- 
ventitious hindrances. 

Men are called to defend the unity of the 
nation, and thus exhibit in their humanity 
the idea of nationality. They belong to 
the nation. For the time being, they lose 
their individuality as citizens, and are 
merged into a common struggle for a com- 
mon end. They need help, and must have 
it. The impulse of sympathy for the men 
causes fountains to open, from which, means 
of help and comfort flow for humanity's 
sake. The emotions of love for country 
excite effort to save life and strengthen 
arms, for the country's sake. Men and 
nation are both needed for the cause of free 
institutions in all the world ; for freedom of 
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thought and action scent to be essential to 
the accomplishment of the Divine purposes 
towards mankind. This great idea is em- 
bodied in these words, — 

GOOD WILL TO MEN ; 

— the idea that moved God so to love the 
world as to redeem it — that stirred the 
hearts of angels to sing, and that has given 
life and puwer to Christianity, in all the 
generous developments pf its spirit, in every 
age ; and that is now the motive power of 
every good work in every branch of Chris- 
tian enterprise. 

The idea is, good will to all men, irre- 
spective of name, class, or locality. State 
lines are obliterated by the touch of this 
power. Denominational differences arc not 
thought of, by the mind that is possessed of 
this idea. It is the life of the Commission. 
It is its power. It is the life of the people, 
the power of the nation ; and because it is, 
there can be no disagreement in principle 
or in purpose, between the Commission 
and the people. * 

The animus of the Commission being 
sound, however, does not imply that its or- 
ganisation is complete, because all human 
organizations are of necessity imperfect ; 
they are so, because humanity is imperfect. 
But we claim for the Commission that, not- 
withstanding its imperfections in form, (and 
in this respect it has a brotherhood relation 
to all kindred institutions,) it is neverthe- 
less unequalled in its comprehensive scope 
of effort, in the simplicity of its plans, in 
the earnestness of its laborers, in the cheap- 
ness of its conduct, and in the magnificent 
results of its efforts, by any other organiza- 
tion known to men. 

AID SOCIETIES. 

Take the thousands of Aid Societies that 
meet week after week throughout the land, 
their general, harmonious eo-operation, 
the hundreds of thousands of boxes, bar- 
rels, and parcels that are flowing into the 
various Branches in our larger cities in 
the North and West, from these societies, — 



think of the thousands of children who are 
doing their little work, and the hundreds of 
crippled and aged people in their solitude 
who are knitting and sewing and praying 
for the soldier, and for the country; and 
what is the idea that gives impulse, toil, 
perseverance, sacrifice to all these ? The 
answer is, good will to our soldiers and to 
our country. Such is the basis upon which 
the machinery of the Commission is built. 

RAILROADS AND EXPRESS COMPANIES. 

Take now the means of transportation 
all over the country, traversing in all direc- 
tions to and from our great centres of trade 
and through our rural districts ; examine 
their books, and it will be found that hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars have been 
contributed by these corporations and com- 
panies, in freight and express charges, that 
the people may not be embarrassed by even 
ordinary expenses, in their plans for con- 
tributing to the army. Consider these 
things, and ask, What the motive.? where 
the inducement? The answer is, good will 
to our soldiers — loyalty to our government. 

GOVERNMENT FACILITIES. 

Look at the interest manifested by the 
Government in the care of its sick and 
wounded. Never did a nation provide so 
liberally before. The hospital stores were 
never so abundant, or so varied, in the his- 
tory of our own, or other lands, as they are 
at this time. A government was never sa 
earnest to make a soldier's life, as much as 
possible, like home life. Hospitals, in field 
and city, never had so many competent sur- 
geons; and soldiers were never better fed in 
the trenches, or better cared for in hospitals. 

Look at the transportation for battle 
stores allowed in the field, by agencies 
that are only supplementary to the Gov- 
ernment, aud the kindly sentiment that 
prevails among army olficials towards the 
Commission, and ask the question, Why? 
The answer is, to save men from suffering 
and death, and to save the nation to itself 
and its people. 
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ENCOURAGEMENT. 

With such a call front the army, such a , 
noble response from the people, such wil- j 
lingness ou the part of the Government, 
the Commission is constantly assured that, 
in the great heart of the people, the divine 
idea that gave it existence, still lives aud 
moves. The -people continue to do good 
deeds, and confident that there can be no 
failure on their part to furnish contribu- 
tions, the agencies of the Commission, as 
they are found in every city, camp, aud 
hospital, will still be employed as reliable 
instrumentalities for the dispensation of 
their supplies. 

DUTY. 

Need it be asked, What is duty? The 
excitement of the political campaign is at 
an end. The election is over. The policy 
of the government is decided. The war 
will go on till the rebellion is no more. 
Soldiers will still fall in battle; many more 
will be in hospital. Thousands who are, and 
will be permanently disabled, will leave the 
ranks and return to their homes. What 
shall be done with, and for them ? The Aid 
Societies are still at work. The Government 
never was more earnest or bountiful. Soci- 
eties, companies, corporations — all — who 
arc loyal to the country aud who love the 
right; are conscious of the great responsi- 
bility that is upon us as a people, and of the 
great duty wc have to perform. Let us do 
it nobly— do it with good will, with sacri- 
fice if need be, but do it — work for the sick 
and wounded, save life for its own sake, 
save men for the country’s sake, do our 
duty for our own sake, do all for the sake 
of Him, to whom wc must give account. 

FACTS AND FIGURES. 

BY REV. JOHN A. ANDERSON. 

The streets in front of the transportation 
offices were jammed. The sidewalks lead- 
ing from thence to the Baltimore depot 
were jammed. The spacious station-house 
was jammed. The railings which barred 
out the crowd from the ears were not half 
so squeezed together as was the crowd itself ; 



and when the cars were once fortunately 
gotten into, they were more than jammed. 

It was a jam-up affair ; for hale heroes just 
from out the trenches before Petersburg, 
and hearty heroes just from out the columns 
with which splendid Sheridan has so often 
whirled Early, wero going home by the 
hundreds and by the more than thousands 
to vote. In the strength of heroism, and 
better, in the majesty of simple American 
citizens, they were, shoulder by shoulder 
with their old neighbors, to deposit a silent 
ballot for Lincoln or McClellan as each 
might will ; for though defenders of their 
country and soldiers, that country had not 
seen fit to politically ostracise them because 
thereof; and they voted unrestrainedly, not 
as soldiers, but as citizens. 

But though hale and hearty as hundreds 
of them were, more thousands were just out 
of hospital ; with hands off, with arms off, 
with legs off, with faces emaciated by disease 
and frames terribly burnt out by fevers. 
Those who were strong, might stand six and 
ten hours before the quartermaster's win- 
dows awaiting an opportunity to present 
their papers; and those who had limbs 
might be able to stand as many hours before 
the railings, and to hustle through the dense 
mass iDto the cars. But more than two- 
thirds of the whole number were either so 
weakened by disease, or so disabled by 
wounds, as to render such feats of endurance 
aud vigor impossible. 

SOLDIERS GOING HOME. 

All day and all night long the stream 
from City Point, the one from Shenandoah, 
and the one from the Washington aud 
Alexandria hospitals, would meet and surge 
against the depot, ere it was permitted to 
pour along the railways ; and in the inevit- 
able delay, many a tottering convalescent' 
was famished for food, and shrouded by chill 
night. 

soldiers’ home and lodge. 

Close by the depot was the “ Soldiers’ 
Home ;” and close by the up town trans- 
portation office, was the “ Soldier's Lodge” 
on II street ; and not only did the Com- 
mission throw wide their doors, but also 
agents were constantly pressing through the 
crowds and culling out the weakliest and 
neediest, whom they assisted to tables 
smoking with well filled dishes, and to beds 
smiling with cleanliness. From dawn until 
midnight those tables were never emptied, 
or, rather, were re-filled as rapidly as 
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emptied, & fact that may be seen from the 
following extract from the books : — 





MEALS. 


night's lodgings. 




Home. 


Lodg«. 


Home 


Lodge. 


Nov. 1, 


1,250 


1,113 


394 


84 


9 


1,426 


390 


449 


50 


3, 


1,284 


352 


410 


70 I 


4, 


1,163 


285 


336 


_T0 | 




5.123 


2,140 


1,589 


274 1 




2.140 




274 




Total. 


7,263 




1,863 





Nearly two thousand snug beds (o shel- 
terless sick men, and over seven thousand 
meals to hungry convalescents, may be re- 
garded as good work for two of the Wash- 
ington special relief institutions in ninety- 
six hours’ time ; and the capacity of the 
Lodge, it will be seen, was far from being 
fully tested, owing to its distance from the 
depot. 

Iiut this was the smallest part of the 
comfort actually afforded. 

Our wife’s hand-bag is somewhat of a 
nuisance when we go railroading, and doubt- 
less the plethoric knapsack is no small bur- 
den and anxiety to sick men who must wait 
hours in the jam. 

CHECKING BAGGAGE. 

Between two and three thousand checks 
were issued to these, their baggage safely 
stowed, and when desired, re-delivered to 
the owner. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The papers of those who were too feeble 
or too badly crippled to reach the office, 
were taken by Sanitary Commission agents 
to the quartermaster, and transportation 
secured upon them ; when, after a meal or 
a night’s sleep, the poor fellow was helped 
into a car, nestled down into a seat, and sent ' 
on his way rejoicing, to be similarly aided — 
should aid be needed — by the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission at Baltimore, Harrisburg, Pitts- 
burg, Cincinnati, Buffalo, Philadelphia, 
New York, Boston, Portland and many 
other railroad centres. 

FEEDING IN THE STREET. 

Then, too, numbers far greater than the ( 
7000 above mentioned, were fed in the 
streets and in the depot ; for although many j 
had been two days on the way, eating | 
nothing but hard tack, if that, yet so intense | 
was the longing to push homeward, and so 
great was the dread lest by leaving the line j 



for a meal the only chance should be lost, 
that hundreds declined the invitation to 
enter the buildings; and to these were car- 
ried steaming buckctsful bf coffee and bas- 
kets of soft bread and cold meat. 

It seems a little thing to mention the 
constant streams of water which kept pour- 
ing into wash basins and canteens, but thirst 
and dirt are great annoyances. 

Week after week such genuine Christiani- 
ty is being silently practised by the Sani- 
tary Commission. As one looked at the 
poor fellows who, faint and weary, sat at 
the edges of the throng, yearning for home, 
hoping for it, with home for the first time 
in years a possibility, with the cars that 
would turn that possibility into a certainty 
in sight, and yet blocked out as if with gran- 
ite by that solid mass about the gates, one 
could not but remember the five porches of 
Bethesda : “ In these lay a great multitude 
of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, 
waiting for the moving of the water;” and 
of the impotent man who answered the 
Saviour: — ” Sir, I have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put me in the pool ; 
but while I am comiDg another steppeth 
down before me.” One need not go to 
Palestine and to the first century to be a 
good Samaritan. 

The sum total of “ aid and comfort” given 
at these institutions can only be east up 
by the recipients ; but be it ever so large, 
it can never approximate to the munificence 
of generosity with which this loyal people 
would greet its hero sons, nor to the luxu- 
riance of honor which it would wreathe 
upon the brows of its preservers. 

The rush at the “ Hume” still keeps, up, 
and after election, when these men return, 
will have to be gone through again. 

Washington, November 5, 1804. 



HOW THEY DO IN THE NOBTH WEST. 

The work of the friends of the soldier 
in Chicago, the centre of the Sanitary Com- 
mission for the North-West, has taken a new 
impulse, the influence of which is felt even 
Here in the East. The following exhibit of 
two months work will be read with interest. 

The number of packages (i. e., barrels 
and boxes,) received during the last two 
months, is 804. The number shipped is 
3,297 ; 2,493 of which have been boxes of 
purchased supplies, consisting of articles 
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never donated in quantities. The average 
value of these packages was formerly esti- 
mated at $40 per box or barrel, but the in- 
creased price of every article of food and 
clothing now renders $50 a low average es- 
timate for the value of the boxes received. 
At this estimate, it will be perceived that 
the value of the sanitary goods donated the 
Commission during the months of July and 
August, is $124,650. In addition to this, 
$26,881.63 worth of supplies have been 
purchased and forwarded to the front. The 
Commission has received -$49,908.31 in 
money during the last two months, $40, 000 
of which was the generous gift of the I 
Northern Iowa Sanitary Fair, held iu Du- [ 
buque, in June. The whole number of i 
boxes shipped to the hospitals and to the 
front, from the beginning, is 46,890. Spe- 
cial shipments of supplies have been sent to 
Memphis, $8,000 worth haviug been pur- 
chased for the occasion. About $18,000 
worth have been purchased for Louisville, 
from whence they were to be re-shipped to 
the front. About $2,000 worth of supplies 
have been sent to Kansas, to the brother of 
old “John Brown,” who is the sanitary 
agent for that district. The Commission 
expend regularly every week about $4,000 
in the purchase of necessaries for our 
wounded men, and will continue to do so 
during the present campaign. These pur- 
chased supplies, it will always be remem- 
bered, consist of articles which are never 
donated — which can only be obtained with 
money, and which are absolutely essential 
to the comfort and recovery of the men — 
as canned milk, concentrated extract of 
beef, green tea, crushed sugar, -crackers, 
ale, wines, codfish, etc. It must not be for- 
gotten, that all these purchases and ship- 
ments are exclusive of donations of articles 
which are received day by day, and which 
in the aggregate amount to ten times 
as much as the purchased supplies. All 
through the season, for the last five months, 
the average shipments of sanitary stores to 
the front and the hospitals, have been about 
ten tons daily. 

Supplies have been sent to Louisville, 
Chattanooga, Little Rock. Pine Bluff. Du- 
val's Bluff, Memphis, Vicksburg, Cairo, 
and to the various hospitals in the vicinity. 
The Chicago hospitals, and the Chicago 
Soldiers’ Rest, and Home, have drawn on us 
as they have had need ; and we arc daily 
supplying soldiers in transitu , who call at 
our rooms for help. 



CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHILDREN. 

The children of Chicago have manifested 
a very commendable and touching interest 
in the Sanitary Commission during the last 
two months. Those living in the West Divi- 
sion of the city have been fairly inoculated 
with a Sanitary Fair mania, which has had 
so extensive a run among their elders, and 
the July aud August vacation has yielded 
the Commission quite a harvest from these 
little fairs. They have been mostly held in 
the grassy yards of private houses, uuder 
the trees, aud have been planned and car- 
ried on exclusively by children, from nine 
to fourteen years of age, who have mani- 
fested no little shrewduess in their calcu- 
lations, and ingenuity in their devices. 
These fairs have netted the Commission 
about three hundred dollars in mouey — a 
very handsome sum for children to earn 
during the tierce aud torrid holidays. 

It was the good fortune of the writer to 
attend one of these fairs. A boy of four- 
teen stood at the gate as door-keeper, gravely 
exacting and receiving the five cents admis- 
sion fee which was charged. Another little 
chap of ten perambulated the side walks 
for a block or two, carrying a banner in- 
scribed, “ Sanitary Fair for the Sol- 
diers,” and drumming up customers for 
his sisters under the trees. “ Here’s your 
Sanitary Fair, for sick and wounded sol- 
diers," he shouted, after the fashion of a 
newsboy; “ walk up, ladies and gentlemen, 
walk up !” Inside the yard, under the 
trees, from which the national colors de- 
pended, the Fair tables were spread, and 
here sat the little fairy saleswomen, some 
of the wee ones, in high dining chairs, and 
all presiding over their wares with a dig- 
fiity that provoked laughter. Big brothers 
stood behind them, ostensibly to see that 
their sisters made change right, but in re- 
ality, probably, because they enjoyed the 
whole affair, for the mimic traders resented 
any of their interference, stoutly declaring 
that “ they could make change themselves.” 
One of the little gipsies shook back her 
curls, and lilting her sunny face, announced 
that “already they’d dot twenty -free dol- 
lars,” and she wanted to know how much 
that would buy for the soldiers. 

The Fair mania has extended into the 
country, and the young people of Lcmont, 
111., sent $75 to the Sanitary Commission, 
as the result of their Fair, saying in a note, 
that “ they made terriffic charges on the 
pockets or their fathers, which were com- 
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plctely successful.” Since then, the same 
parties have given a concert, which netted 
the Commission $40. 

A few days ago; a beautiful black-eyed, 
rosy-cheeked boy ran into the office of the 
Commission with an eager face, and handed 
to the treasurer a two-dollar greenback. 
Said he, “ I’m five years old to-day, and 
my papa die me two dollars to buy nuts 
and tandy — but I don’t want none, and you 
may die the money to the soldiers.” He 
could hardly wait to be thauked, or kissed, 
but off he ran to his play. God bless the 
children ! their hearts are in the right 
place ; and to them it is a pleasure to sac- 
rifice and labor for the brave men defending 
the country. 

A NEW METHOD POR RAISING FUNDS. 

When it is remembered that the number 
of sick and wounded men now in hospital 
approximates one hundred thousand — that 
the military campaign is to be conducted to 
the end with no abatement of vigor — that 
half a million more men are soon to take 
the field, to pass through the inevitable 
sickness of acclimation and camp life — and 
that the Sanitary Commission has during 
the last two months disbursed half a million 
of dollars in money, to say nothing of do- 
nated stores, it will be seen that there must 
be a regular supply of means, which shall 
be as unintermittent and ampte as the de- 
mand, or fearful suffering must ensue among 
the country’s brave defenders. 

The Sanitary Commission now proposes 
that an effort bo made to obtain from every 
person in the Nurtkwcst the proceeds of one 
day's labor, one day’s profits, or one day’s 
income, for the benefit of the sick and 
wounded of the army. It asks for the 
365th part of the gifts of Providence, for 
the benefit of the gallaui men now preserv- 
ing them for those at home. It is hoped 
that this appeal will be answered by the 
toiling seamstress and daughter of luxury, 
the hardy day laborer and skillful mechanic, 
by the millionaire, banker, and lawyer, by 
the successful merchant and’ his employes, 
by the hardy mariner and stalwart yeoman, 
by the government employe — even by cor- 
porate bodies, heretofore said to be destitutoof 
Bonis. No class will be denied the privilege 
of uniting with, and none will be oppressed 
by this thorough and systematic plan. 

The various trades, professions, and busi- 
nesses of this city are already organizing, 
with a view to obtain from all this voluntary ! 



assessment. In many of the country towns 
there is completed an efficient organization 
for the carrying out of this purpose. It is 
recommended that committees of two or 
three persons should be appointed for every 
department of business and labor, meffcan- 
ti^e, mechanical, agricultural, operative ; 
male and female, old and young. It is 
hoped that clergymen and Sabbath-schools, 
os well os business men and associations, 
will become interested in this plan — that 
the press may be subsidized in its behalf — 
that Aid Societies, Ixiyal Leagues, and Good 
Templars will take it in hand promptly and 
energetically. The way to do it is, to or- 
ganize ! Organize in your workshops, in 
your families. Let the men organize. Let 
the women organize. Let the trades organ- 
ize. Organize everywhere. Let the work- 
men give with their employers, the employ- 
ers with their workmen. 

It is easily done. If the workmen will 
authorize their employers to deduct one day 
from their week’s or month's earnings, and 
the employers will add to it a day of their 
profits, the whole will be acknowledged to- 
gether to the credit of the establishment. 
We say to all, go to work at once with us 
in this great work. Hurry forward your 
contributions. Every acknowledgment will 
stimulate others to follow your example. 

Circulars, with full instructions, will be 
sent upon application, by mail or otherwise, 
and letters on the subject will be fully 
and promptly answered. 

Two of the churches of Chicago have al- 
ready taken the initiative in carrying out 
this programme: St. James’ Church, Rev. 
Dr. Clarkson, rector; and the first Congre- 
gational Church, Rev. Dr. Patton, pastor. 
Each has paid into the Commission the 
fifty-second part of its church revenue for a 
year, on the ground that a church organi- 
zation has but fifty-two days in its year. 

In Palatine, a small town in Cook county, 
a few miles from Chicago, the Aid Society 
have assessed a monthly tax on every person 
in the town, varying from $L 00 to five 
cents. Collectors are appointed for the nine 
school districts of the town, whose business 
it is to collect the sums pledged monthly, 
and pay them to the Aid Society, and the 
aggregate will be an amount of between one 
and two thousand dollars yearly. If every 
town in the Northwest would follow this 
example, the Sanitary Commission would 
have a revenue sufficiently ample for its 
needs, and every Aid Society would be able 




The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 



827 



to supply itself with all tb'e fabrics it needs 
for the manufacture of hospital clothing. 
THE BASIS OF THE SANITARY AND CHRIS- 
TIAN COMMISSIONS OF CHICAGO. 

To prevent misapprehension on the part 
of the public as to the work of these two 
Commissions among the soldiers, they have 
jointly decided to state publicly, the basis 
upon which they stand, as co-laborers iq 
raising and disbursing the supplies neces- 
sary to prosecute their work : 

1st. These two Commissions have here- 
tofore worked, and intend hereafter to work 
in harmony, and will assist each other in 
every way possible. 

2d. Both Commissions. in this city have 
studiously endeavored in all their official 
action, to avoid any approach to rivalry in 
any of their work, desiring only that such 
methods of raising and disbursing supplies 
should be pursued as will with least ex- 
pense, accomplish the most good to the sol- 
diers, as evidence of which it may bo stated, 
that the Christian Commission have turned 
over a large proportion of their stores to 
the Sanitary Commission, and in return 
have drawn from the Sanitary Commission 
sanitary supplies to be distributed by the 
agents of the Christian Commission. 

3d. And for the future, it is proposed to 
the public, by both Commissions so far as 
their authority extend, that any individuals 
or societies that may desire the Christian 
Commission to distribute the stores raised 
by them, shall mark them “ U. 8. C. Com. 
care of N. W. Sanitary Commission of Chi- 
cago,” and such stores shall be forwarded 
to the army, to be drawn upon by the 
Christian Commission, as the wants of the 
army may require ; and all agents of both 
• Commissions, whose business it is to raise 
money or supplies for either, shall be in- 
structed to inform the public that entire 
harmouy of action exists between the Sani- 
tary and Christian Commissions of Chicago 
acting for the Northwest. 

TO THE CLERGY OF THE NORTH-WEST. 

Dear Brethren : — Permit me, as one 
of your number, and a member, from its 
organization, of the North-Western Sanitary 
Commission, to call your attention to the 
plan now in progress for replenishing its 
treasury, by the one day’s income method. 
This proposes that every individual, busi- 
ness firm, corporation, and ehurch shall 
give the net proceeds of one day’s business, 
or the wages of one day’s labor, or the 



amount of one day’s income. The plan is 
simple and feasible ; and, when properly 
presented, by argument and example, is 
sure to take with all loyal people. Borne of 
the churches in this city have already scut 
us one Sabbath’s income of their pew rental, 
and the pastors a day’s income from their 
salaries. Many branches of business are 
following the same example. Will you not 
propose the matter to your respective con- 
gregations, and thus aid the good work of 
supplying the wants of our sick and wound- 
ed soldiers ? Allow me, from rhy thorough 
acquaintance with the operations of the 
Sanitary Commission, to bear testimony to 
the efficiency and economy of its methods. 
Our system of intelligent, experienced, and 
permanent agents has proved itself to be 
most worthy of confidence, guarding against 
mismanagement and waste, and thus more 
than saving all its incidental cost. The size 
of our armies aud the severity of the cam- 
paigns make unusual demands upon our 
treasury. May we not rely upon the patriot- 
ism of our clergy to sustain us to the end 
of the war? If they will send to this office, 
CO Madison street, Chicago, 111., circulars 
for distribution will be forwarded at once, 
containing all necessary explanations. Sub- 
scription lists will also be furnished. 

In behalf of the North-Western Sanitary 
Commission. Wm. W. 1’AfTON, 

Yica President. 



A PRAISEWORTHY ENTERPRISE. 

Home for the Veterans of the United Stater Army, 
and Orphan Asylum for The Cbildren^pf deceased 
Soldiers , at Egg Harbor City, N. J. 

These Institutions have been endowed 
with 60 acres of land and the partial pro- 
ceeds of 500 lots, amounting to $13,000, by 
the directory of the Gloucester Farm and 
Town Association of Egg Harbor City. The 
Retreat will offer to the disabled soldiers of 
the Republic a happy home, where they can 
find that cure and those comforts which a 
grateful country wishes them to be provided 
with. The Orphan Asylum will receive 
and educate all children of deceased soldiers, 
in order to make them useful citizens. The 
Board of Trustees is composed of some of 
the highest officers in the United States, 
both civil and military. 

As we wish to be enabled to afford admit- 
tance to all who may apply, we solicit for 
the better endowment of the Institutions 
liberal donations from all who feel an inter- 
est in the future welfare of those who are 
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disabled and will be homeless and helpless 
at the close of the war, and also for the 
Orphant of our fallen heroes. A Quarterly 
Report will inform the donors and the pub- 
lic of the progress of the Institution. 

The Constitution and By-laws will soon 
be ready in pamphlet form, and further in- 
formation respecting the Soldier i Retreat 
and Orphant 1 Home, will be cheerfully given 
by the undersigned. All contributions 
should be directed to the Treasurer, P. M. 
WoLSEIFFEB, Esq., Egg Harbor City, N. J. 
By order of the Council of Administration. 

The Executive Committee — G eoiiue 0. 
Glavis, L. Bcmnoer. 
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OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

ltf. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families , any claims for pensions , pay , or bounty , 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4 th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 



THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June. 
18G1, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United Slates. 
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H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 
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Hon. Mark Skinner. Chicago, 111. 
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Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Pcnna. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. F airman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penna. 

C. J. Stille, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, 111. 
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Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Win. H. Van Buren, M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
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HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commission has made arrnnjte- 
merits for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C." 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“Ofljcc of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia/’ 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address *• Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky." 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail ; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer's expense. 

jSg^Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

CEXTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION’. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. ♦ 

DEPOTS or DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 344 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

U S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 



U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 

II. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

C. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. * 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, 0. 

C. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, 111. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam's 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. w 

“ Special Relief Office," No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay. Pensions, Bounty, Prir.e Money, 

I and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“ The Home," No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- s 
ington, D. C. 

“ Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers," 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 4," for discharged soldiers, No. 

389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 5," near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington. D. C. 

•* Lodge No. 6," near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

41 Alexandria Lodge," near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. 1L, Alexandria, Va. 

“ The Home,’’ Baltimore, Md. 

“Horae for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers." Annapolis, Md. 

“ Soldiers' Lodge," Harrisburg, Pa. 

“ Special Relief Office," New Orleans, La. 

“ The Home," New Orleans, La. 

“Special Relief" Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

“ Soldiers' Rest," Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

HOSPITAL CARS. 

Between Louisville and Chattanooga — Dr. J. 

P. Barnum, burgeon in charge. 

SANITARY STEAMER. 

James River — Elizabeth. 
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No. 744 Broadway, 
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BRANCH, 

No. 19 Ghreen Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 



'PHUADE1PHIAS 

Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 



The “Palmer” Arm and Leo are now furnished for the mutilated heme* of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extract* from offlclai letter*, from the Burgeon General, which will gratify numerous applicant*, 
who, in the past, have been lod to believe that the/ moat accept au inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 

SraoRoR-GBERBAi.’» Oppjob, 
Wamnnuton Citt. DC., Dec. 12, 1R63. 

Sir : — The Board of Medical Officers assembled In the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
mod submitted to them for an Artificial Arm, having reported *••**•** 
lx COMPLIANCE WITO TOE BBCOMMKXDATtON OF THE BoaKD. WBRR A »OLt>IBB MAT DKStRB TO PCHCHA8R “TME MORE 
KLKOAET AND BXPIXHVK ARM OP PALMER.” PIFTf Dol l AUs WILL BE ALLOWED TOWAID4 PATM8XT POE TBT SAME. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANK, Surgeon U.S.A. 



SCRUXoX-GkXKRAL’* OprtCE, 

Wa«hix«tox Citt, D.C., Sept 20 1864. 

Sir: — I n answer to your letter of the 1st lost., 1 am directed to Inform yon, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently atae rubied in New York, to examine sampler and model* of Artificial Limbs, b not designed 
to aapenede tbe recomineadatiou of i he former Board, &o pas ax kkoaud* the Limb* manc factored dv roc. 

Very respectfully, yoor obedient servant, by order of the Surgeou-Cencral, 

W. C. bPKNCKR, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 

To B. PRANK. PALMER, LL.P , 741 Broadway, New York. 



The Best PALMER LEO is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 

The Best PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. 

The Best LINCOLN "GOVERNMENT’* ARM. FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 



Apply In person, or by letter, at either of tbe offices Address 

B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 

President American Artijicial Limb Co. 




Adapted to every branch, of business. 

MANUFACTURED ONLY BY TUE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 



E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO, Sfe Johnsbury, Vermont 

PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 



FAIBBANK8 A CO., No, 353 Broadway. New York, 

FAIRBANKS. & BROWN, No. IIS Mifk Street. Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, GREBNLEAF A CO., N o. 172 Lake Stroot, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS A EWINO, Ma.onio Hall, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS A CO., No. 340 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 

Descriptive Circular) furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either oj the above 
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OFFICE OF THE 

m; O R R I © 

FIRE k INLAND INSURANCE 

COM P-A.JST Y, 

COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 

CORNER WALL &c NASSAU STS. 

Authorized Capital, - $5,000,000. 

Cash Capital, paid in,- $200,000. 

This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 

WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 

against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 

Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 



DIRECTORS. 

BDWARD ROWS, JOlif D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 

ALBERT O. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLKK, DAN’L W. TELLER, 

GEO ROB MILN, EDWARD C. BATES,* HENRY J. CAMMANN, 

J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, 8. N. DERRICK, 

ROB’T BOWNB, BBNJ. B. BATES. CHARLES HICKOX, 

EZRA NYB, B. C. MORRIS, Ja.. N. 0. NIMS. 

B. C. MORRIS, President 

WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 



Digitized by Google 



832 



The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 



OFFICE OF T II E 

Columbian (Marine) Insurance 

Corner of Wall and Nassau Streets* 



CASH CAPITAL, $1,000,000. 

From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 

Total Amount of Asset*, January 1, 1864 $3,140,930 80 

Total Amount of Premium* 3,25*2,256 76 

Excess of Earned Premiums over Losses. &c 1,137,063 33 

Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies 441,206 49 

Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

or not 269,614 80 

Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums 15 per cent. 

Dividend for the Year to Stockholders 26 per cent. 



LOSSES PAID IN COLD 

TPON RISKS ON WHICH THE PREMIUM IS PAID IN LIKE CURRENCY. 



DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows : 

1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 

PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a retdrn of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and jpaid during the year, shall amount to the sum 
of one hundred dollars. 



I> I RECTORS. 



EDWARD ROWE, 
DANIEL W LORD, 
GEORGE MILK, 

JOHN ATKINSON, 

THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WM. H. HALSEY, 

THOS. BARRON, 

ROLAND Q. MITCHELL, 
ALBERT G. LEE. 
GEORGE P. DESHON, 

O. L. N I MS, 



M F. MERICK, 

WM. B OGDEN, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
B. C. MORRIS, 
ANDREW J RICH, 
DANL. W. TELLER, 
JOHN D BATES, Jr., 
CHARLES HICKOX, 
ROBERT BOWNE, 
LAWRENCE MYBR8, 
8. N. DERRICK, 



THOS. LORD, Vice-President. 



MOSES MERICK, 
DAVID J. BLY, 
JOSEPH MORRISON, 
WM. H. POPHAM, 

B C. MORRIS, J*., 
EZRA NYK, 

HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
THOMAS LORD, 
ROBERT 8. BOLT, 

J. B. GRIFFIN. 



B. C. MORRIS? President 



WM. M. WHITNEY, 2d Vice-President And Secretary. 
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SANITARY COMMISSION • 
BULLETIN. 

£ 

No. 27. PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 1, 1864. No. 27. 



Tai Sanitary Commission Bcllktin m published on the first and fi/temth of every month, and is 
it has a eirculation, gratuitous or other , of above 14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must he addressed to the Editor, at the office , 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must he authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the Bulletin is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission — the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it — and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some, of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, ^O. T. Strong, 68 Wall street, .be w York, or Mo 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 



BOARD MEETING. 

At a quarterly meeting of the Board of 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission, held in 
Washington on the 2d ult., many interest- 
ing reports were read, from which we ex- 
tract the following. 

They exhibit the work of the Commission 
in a way that cannot fail to impress every 
candid reader with a sense of its magnitude 
and its value. 

EXTRACTS OF REPORT OF DR. ALEXAN- 
DER McDonald. 

We are continually calling for clothing. 
Many of the men were without money, 
having four, five, and in some regiments, 
seven months’ pay due them. They were 
without clothing, consequently on arriving 
at hospitals ; the old, soiled, and ragged gar- 
ments were replaced by hospital garments ; 
and on leaving, and often before, the Com- 
mission was called upon to furnish new 
articles of clothing. Food for special diet 
kitchens was to be furnished, hence the calls 
for farina, corn starch, milk, canned meats, 
crackers, Ac., Ac. The use of the canned 
meats has been greatly diminished, most of 
the hospitals hare a fund which, in some 
cases, is being used for hospital purposes; 
and fresh mutton, beef, oysters, Ac., are 



found in some of the kitchens, thereby ren- 
dering the use of canned meats unnecessary. 
Tomatoes arc in continual demand, many 
jvho can cat nothing else, will take these ; 
and there are very few who do not relish 
them. Tea is much called for, and forms a 
staple article of issue Men who have been 
long in the field, have become sa irated 
with coffee, and on reaching a hospital find 
tea a grateful beverage. The issue of stim- 
ulants has been materially diminished. 

Requisitions are now only on orders ap- 
proved by surgeons in charge of brigade ; 
thereby making the brigade surgeon, in a 
certain degree, responsible for the proper 
use of such stimulants. Furniture and 
equipments for hospital use, are not so much 
needed as during the early part of tho sea- 
son. Most of the hospitals are well fur- 
nished, and all that is now needed is stock 
to replenish worn out material; much of 
this can bo obtained of the medical pur- 
veyor Tin cups, plates, spoons, knives and 
forks are, and will continue to be, constantly 
demanded. Few, if any of the sick or 
wounded, arc able to saru their plates, cups 
and spoons, and cannot bo supplied from 
any source but from the Commission. 

Reading matter of all kinds is inconstant 
demand, bound books for hospital library, 
pamphlets and papers for general distribu 
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tion, and a contribution of daily or weekly 
papers, of recent date, would add greatly to 
‘the comfort of disabled soldiers. Such 
could be kept in the reading rooms of tbe 
various hospitals, within reach of all who 
choose to read, and would be a valuable ac- 
quisition for men from all parts of the 
country. 

/ Towels and handkerchiefs are genuine 
comforts. Of course large numbers will 
constantly be needed, as the men are con- 
tinually coming in and being discharged; 
each one needs and should have these arti- 
cles, in order to secure personal cleanliucss. 

Games of all kinds tend to relieve the 
ennui of hospital life, ami a liberal supply 
is often required. The tone of an entire 
ward has beep changed by the “animating 
strains of a jew’s-barp," and many a tedious 
hour whiled away by means of some simple 
but interesting game ; draughts, pozzies, 
&e., Ac.. are a source of relief, and occupy 
the attention of men who would otherwise 
lie idle, listless, and home-sick. 

FIELD RELIEF.* 

At each army corps, generally attached 
to one of the division hospitals, is a field 
relief station, moving with the army corps, 
from which station are issued to the men 
and hospitals such supplies as *nay from 
time to time be needed. During a battle, 
its staff form a flying relief corps, lor the 
puprose of rendering aid to the wounded 
aud surgeons as speedily as possible. Each 
of these stations is composed of a hospital 
tent, and a teut, two four horse teams, aud 
two loads of stores; to each are attached two 
relief agents, two teamsters and a cook. 
There arc at the present time seven such 
stations in the armies operating before Rich- 
mond ; though there are but five army corps, 
the sixth and seventh stations are rendered 
necessary on account of the peculiar situa- 
tions of the tenth and eighteenth corps. 
With the field relief corps is an inspector, 
Dr. N. C. Stevens, whose reports are for- 
warded. 

THE AUXILIARY RELIEF CORPS 

under the superintendence of Mr. F. 15. 
Fay, is intended for work more particularly 
in hospitals. During an engagement, the 
agents in the corps go to the field, there 
prepare and dispense food, dress simple 
wounds, furnish clothing, assist in the re- 
moval of wounded, and do all they can to 
aid or comfort those so uulbututiule as to 



need such assistance. The reports of Mr. 
Fay will give details regarding this work, 
and also show how it is continued at the 
several corps hospitals after sick aud wounded 
have reached those havens of rest, in this 
department thirty-five men are now em- 
ployed, aud the work is of great interest, 
productive of much good to both soldier and 
agent. 

SPECIAL RELIEF 

in this army has been conducted by all de- 
partments; the field relief corps have sup- 
plied needy men in the trenches with such 
as we could give to make their situation 
more comfortable. The auxiliary relief 
corps have attended to the personal wants of 
those in hospital with a tender care, in some 
instances more like that of brother for 
brother, than the regard of strangers. The 
barges have afforded shelter aud food for 
very many who were “ too late for the mail 
boat,” tired out with the exertion made to 
“ get homo” and recruit the wasted energies 
preparatory to another campaign, or return- 
ing to the scene of labor before health had 
been fully established; refugees, men, women 
and children; sick or disabled soldiers cn 
route to or from their homes, too weak to 
go further ; officers without any other place 
at which to lodge or eat, compelled to remain 
over night in order to complete their busi- 
ness ; citizens of both sexes, in search of 
wounded or sick or deceased friends, have 
been crowded upon us, and we have done the 
best we could do to aid them. Our sleeping 
apartments and decks have been crowded, 
our tables cleaned and refilled ; day after day, 
and night after night have these scenes bceu 
enacted, and the succeeding night a similar, 
yet entirely different crowd of humanity, 
would be found on the “ Sanitary boats.” 
A few applicants have been turned away, 
but we have generally been able to accomo- 
date all who require our aid. 

AT NORFOLK 

we have a store-house for supplying the 
hospitals near Fortress Monroe aud Ports- 
mouth. At Portsmouth is a lodge for sick 
or disabled soldiers, and the friends of those 
in hospital. This lodge, which is in charge 
] of Mr. John L. Alcook, is a model of clean- 
liness und regularity. It is conducted on 
the mostcconomical principle, and is partially 
supplied by government. Mr. Alcook re- 
ports that he furnished during the month of 
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Lodging*. 

August, . . . 1,034 541 

September, . . . 1,207 418 

October 8, for the week, 153 80 

“ 15, « 401 134 

Totals, 3,395 1,173 

during the past 45 days, or an average of 
75’? meals, 2l!,' T lodgings, every 24 hours. 

Two agents have lately been sent to 
Hampton to work in the hospitals, they are 
provided with tent, cooking utensils and 
food, and will draw supplies from Norfolk. 
Mr. A. U. Edmunds is in charge of relief 
work at and aruund Fort Monroe, An 
agent goes on the flag of trueeboat between 
Baltimore and Fort .Monroe, and it is onr 
intention to supply this boat regularly at 
the latter place, instead of, as now, at City 
Point. 

SUPPLY TRAIN. 

It has been found that a part of tho sup- 
ply train could lie dispensed with, conse- 
quently the number of teams has been so 
reduced as to relieve us of the expense of 
five drivers and fourteen horses. 

ACROSS THE JAMES. 

The move across the James river, result- 
ing in the wounding of a large number of 
men, kept our agents very busy for a time. 
The crossing at Deep Bottom was made by 
the tenth corps, which immediately advanced 
and was soon engaged with the enemy. Our 
agents and wagons, attached to the corps, 
had followed to the north bank of the James 
where a flying hospital had been established! I 
to which most of the wounded from the ! 
tenth and eighteenth corps were forwarded ! 
for transfer to boats. 

A part of the eighteenth corps having re- 
mained in their old position, it was deemed 
best that extra aid should be sent when I 
needed, to the forces across the James. ! 
Accordingly, on the day succeeding the i 
passages of our troops, the tug “ Governor ! 
Curtin” was loaded with battle-field sup- j 
plies, and proceeded with a force of relief i 
agents to Ileep Bottom, where there was 
plenty of work for all ; the wounded having 
commenced to arrive before our agents ! 
reached there. 

THE WOUNDED. 

Milk punch was immediately prepared, ' 
and was supplied with crackers to all iii \ 
need. Then water was to be brought, slight \ 
wounds to be dressed, clothing to be fur- | 



nished, and food prepared and distributed. 
In this work our ageuts laboured faithfully 
through the afternoon, night, and late into 
the succeeding day. During the night a 
I °°U ra 'n fell, which continued all the next 
day; then came a call for stimulants and 
clothing, for warm drinks and food, all of 
which were furnished as well as possible ; 
and as the ambulances arrived and unloaded, 
the men were tended with care, supplied 
| wilh sucl > material as could be obtained, and 
made as comfortable as possible, under such 
circumstances, 

Iwo wagons had been forwarded, one to 
the eighteenth corps, tho other to Deep 
Bottom. The tug made one or two trips 
per day, as was necessary. Two extra 
! wagons, loaded with supplies, were sent by 
land the evening after the battle; and 
; reached Deep Bottom at two a.m. of the 
succeeding morning, having been on the 
‘ road all night — during a drenching rain. 

! 0ne * a g»n was unloaded, and the other 
I held in reserve. A wagon belonging to 
j tenth corps station, was sent front, and all 
| arrangements made for the stations at the 
front to draw their supplies from Deep Bot- 
tom, reserving teams to be sent to the rear, 
if occasion should require. Almost every 
day since that time, more or less wounded 
have been brought in, and placed on trans- 
ports for transfer to corps hospitals. These 
men have been fed and assisted by our 
agents, and the boats supplied when they 
were in want of such stores as we had. 

Tho station at Deep Bottom has furnished 
supplies for our agents at the front, the fly- 
lug hospital, tenth corps field hospitals, and 
various regiments in the vicinity. 

The agents have been well employed, and 
as there is a probability of the flying hospi- 
tal, which has been temporarily removed 
being re-established at or near our present 
station, we have deemed it best that thiuog 
there should remain as at present. The 
work of the Commission is now so system- 
atized, as to be conducted with considerable 
regularity and much less labor than former- 
ly ; hence a part of the reduction in num- 
ber of employees and monthly expenses. 

Most of the employees have endeavored 
to perform their duties faithfully, and have 
shown a disposition to aid the work to the 
full extent of their ability ; for their energy 
ainl perseverance they deserve commenda- 
tion. Accompanying documents are here- 
wiili submitted fur your perusal. They set 
forth the past and present condition of each 
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department, topether with views and sug- 
gestions of each superintendent, and will 
give in detail statements of the work as it 
18 . 

EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF DR. SWALM. 

COHTROLLER OF ISSUES. 

Citt Point, Oct. 21, 1864. 

On Friday, August 12th, the 2d Corps 
was loaded on transports and passed down 
the river, destination unkuown. 

After dark, and from that until midnight, 
these transports were steering up the river, 
and were to land the troops at 

DEEP BOTTOM. 

On the 14th inst., 8 a m., General Grant 
and staff left the wharf and proceeded up 
the James, and a few moments after the 
Commission tug “ Governor Curtin,” with 
supplies and agents, in charge of Dr. I’ar- 
rish followed. On arriving at Deep Bottom, 
no tents were yet pitched, no head-quarters 
established, and the wounded had already 
been brought in from the picket line, and 
were lying in the wagons. A temporary 
depot was established with the ambulance 
train, and ice, milk, sherry wine, Jamaica 
rum, condensed lemonade, funs and sponges 
were issued. The gunboat “ Agawam,” 
having lost three men killed and several 
wounded, such stores as were needed on 
board were issued. As no wagons were 
allowed ncross the pontoon bridge, the tug 
was of immense value to us, enabling us to 
be first on the ground and to become es- 
tablished, and be ready for the wounded. 
Tug returned, was reloaded, and Mr. Fay 
with some of his agents went up in her. 
About two hundred and fifty wounded had 
been brought in, and our agents were hard 
at work. 



ISSUES. 

Amount of Goodi utucil from the Storehouse of the 
Commission at City Cosnt. i ll., from June 18fA 



to Oct. 1»<, 1864. 

Creeltnn, 8 2, Ml lbs. 

Dried Ku*k, 781b* , A Jfbbl. 
Porter. 126 X bbl*., 6 bbl*., 
37 bottlen. 

A'.e. 61 bbl*., 16 X bbl*., 140 

bottle* 

Chao*, 833 lb* . 3 box©*. 
Kgg«. 1,741 dm , 1 bbl. 
Potato©*, 1.810X bbl*. 

Ouloun, 3.044 X bbl*. 

Sutrar. 25.38SX 
Cherry Karo, l,u64 bottle*. 
Col*. U. 

Bolter. 6,237 lb*. 

Mum, 60.771 can*. 

Turkey, 12,657 can*. 
Chicken, 12,017 cab*. 

(too*©, 102 can*. 



Tomatoes, 86,441 can*, 186 
gall* , 10 box©*, fresh. 

Soup and Bouilll, 2.333 can*. 

J u lieu Soap, M8 can* 

I,eni«»n*, 1,360X boxe*. 

Whbkey, 8,263 bottle*, 140 
gallon*. 

Morphia. A ounee*. 

Pan*. 7,631. 

Jamaica Gioger, 16,056 bote. 

Slipper*, 5,718 pair*. 

Sblrta, (wool). 35,789. 

• (cotton), 4,136. 
u (can flan ) 632. 

Drawer*, (wool), 24.010 pra. 
“ (cotton), 3,606 pr*. 

Sock*, (wool). 27.127 pair*. 

•* (ootton). 1,130 “ 



Towel*, 20,787. 

Jamaica Hum, 4,812 bottle*, 
5 keg*. 

Wine rs berry, 7,026 bottle*. 
Brandy. 4,199 bottle*. 

Cherry Brandy, t>28 botllee- 
Cordial, 98 ** 

Qln, 489 bottle* 

Om Cocktail*, 15 bottle*. 
Bitter*, 63 bottle*. 
Blackberry Brandy, 1,700 
bottle* 

Blackberry Cordial, 36 btl*. 

•• Wine, 1,871 * 
Tobacco, chewing. 12,4491b. 

•• *moklog, 8.967X lb. 

Domestic Wiue, 732 bottle*. 
Hat* and Cap*, 1,322. 

Air Bed*. 5 
Jrou Beadntead*. 1. 

Camp Kettle*, 138. 

Pad*, 1,437. 

Cupliionit, 246. 

Medicine Cup*, 233. 

•• Tubes, 119. 

Twine, 4 ball* 

Brushes, 18. 

Buiious, 1 paper 
Firkin* with baud!©*, 2. 



Raspberry Vinegar, 213 bot* 
Knive*, Carving, 34. 

Fork*, ** 31. 

Tin Plate*. 6,658. 

“ Cope. 13,739. 

Knives aud Fork*, 2.716. 
Spoon*, (laige), 4,001. 

(small), 2,308 
Lemon byrap, 739 boitlee. 
Apple Pulp, 4,906. can* 
bteak Broilers, 2. 

Toasters, 10. 

Soda. 9X lb*. 

Gypsum, 3 can*. 
Kaspberrie*, 7 can*. 
Strawberries, 2,046 can* 

. Blackln-rnes, 1,960 ** 

I Chern**, 1,"5» “ 

I Cranberries, 209 “ 

1 Pie Fruit, 186 
! Dried Fruit, 1,8881b* , 1 bbl 
| Raker'* Iron, 7. 

1 Canteen*. 52. 

I Camphor, 9 bottle*. 

Wash Tub*. 26 
! “ Board*, 10. 

Washing Machine*, 3. 
Clothe* Wringer*, 5. 

Pm*. 3uo. 

Grave Boards, 206. 



BeidiiU P.iwder*, 46 box©*. 

Kiseeugen Water, 40 bottle* 8pit Cap*. 52. 
Musquito Netting, 1,595X Cider, 4u3 butt* , 1 bbl 
piece*. 1 Port Wine, 13 bolllee. 

Stretcher*. 108 
Nells, H&X lb*. 

Rubber shooting, 26 yard*, 

X roll. 

Bucket*, 214. 

Cologne, 1.633 boU, 4 boxes. 

Coat*, Ibt 



'muU, 415 pair*. 

Vest*, 62. 

Dried Beef, 901 lba. 

Pork, U3u lb*. 

Canned Meats, 186 can*. 
Mallrewsea, 240. 

Tin Dipper*. 97 
Pickle*. 26. 8»*4 X gall®-. 1,213 
Jar*. 60 IX bbl*., 144 X 

kegs 

Pickled Tomatoes, 135 bbl* , 
6 gall* , 1 keg 
Pickled Onion*. 6 bbl*. 

Army Bread, 8 boxes. 
Orange*, 106X boxes, 2 do*. 
Rice, 852 lb*. 

Bauer kraut, 330X bbl*.,22X 

Keg* 

Bed (sack*, 1,513. 

Vegetable*, 384 bbl*. 

Vinegar, 4* gall*., 113 botta. 
Condemned Lemonade, 3,032 
can*. 

St r iug Bean*, 6X bbl*., 81 
can*. 

Extract Coffee. 229 cun*. 
Pau*. Baking, 22. 

Old Liueu, 26 bbl*., 16 lba., 
3 boxes. 

Chloride Zinc, 18 o*. 

EpMotn Sait*. 3 lbs. 

Broom*, 235. 

Oat Meal, 292 lbs. 

PaucetM, 17. 

Gridirons, 2. 

Saws, 8 
Hatchet*, 6. 

Head Host*, 186. 

Pen*. 9,418, 4 box©*. 

Ink, 2.497 bottle* 

Pen Holders, 4,773. 

Peucils, 7,818. 

Not© Book*, 36. 

Writing Paper, 283,500 shift. 
Bnvelope*, 1 04,023. 

Mock Turtle Soup, 36 can*. 
Wrapper*, 628. 

Veal soup, 120 cans. 

Beef Soup, 1,666 can*. 
Vegetable Soup. 442 can*. 
Roast Beef, 4,333 can*. 
Mutton, 9,857 cans. 



Claret Wine, 41 
Cauldron*, 9. 

Pillow Sack* or Tick*. 596- 
Casee, 2,282. 

Sheet*, 4,137. 
sbetliug, 20 yard*. 

Blankets, 626. 

Piannel, 121 yard*. 

Uuilla, 749. 

Rubber Blankets, 10. 

Pouches, 2. 

Games, 157, and 1 box. 

Ginger, Ground. 9 lba. 

Meat Porks. I. 

Water Firkins, 6 
Chamber*, 165. 

Catsup, 3y7 bolt* , 1 box 
Alcohol, 8 bottles 
Reading Matter, 39 X boxea. 
Tongue*, ». 

Mustard. 4 0 lb*. 

Beef Stuck, 2,429 c*d* 

Beef a la Mode, 646 cans. 
Tapioca, 18 tb« 

Farkua. 14,961 lbs 
Corn Starch. 18,3*1 lbs. 
Maixena. 1,441 lb*. 

Corn Meal, «,128 lbs. 

Tea, 4,810 X lbs 

Coffee, 3,016 lbs. 

Peaches, fresh, 172 boxes. 

•* 12,196 cans 

Canned Fruits, 30 cans. 

Pails, 451. 

“ Tin, 84 
Chloroform, 39 lbs. 

Oil silk, 11 rolls. 

Soap, 1.308X lb*. 
Handkerchiefs, 38.189. 
Chocolste. 6,636 lb*. 

Cocoa, 88 lb* , 2 boxes. 
Apple* Dried, 5o6X bbl*. 
Peache*. Dried, 1(HI ib» 

Bay Rum, 1,763 bottles 
8hoe*. 2,431 pairs. 
Haversacks, 9, 

Coffee Puts, 241. 

Bread. Soft, 7 bbl*. 26 loaves 
Salt, 17 boxes, 238 lbs . 96 
bag* 

Coffee Boiler, 1. 

Nutmeg*, 201 lbs. 

Pepper, Black, U7X lba. 

•• Cayenne. 3 lbs 
Cinnamon, 7 X lbs. 

Spice*, 69 lb*. 

Nutmeg Grater*. 19. 

Pig* Feet, 12 kegs. 

Tripe, 16 keg* 
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Crtsxm PnwMra, 7. 

8lool«, 3. 

Oil, 1* gal* . 1 e*n. 

** Cltxh. 28 y*rd». 

Ham*. 31 19 bbla., AO lb«. 

Carried ('Mbbttga, 69 bbla. 
J«lll«*, 1,004 Unde*. 

K§ « Nofg. 266 ** 

Floor, 1,466 lb«. 

G*Ialin«, 122 lb*. 

Cod tub, 3,680 lb*. 

Mackerel, 17 klU, 4 bbla., 60 
lb*.. 4 keg*. 

Salerata*. 69 lb*. 

Green Corn, ’>23 cans. 

*' Peaa. 551 “ 

Tea Mag*, 48 M 
Shovels, 3. 

Boiler, 1. 

Apple Brandy, 48 bottles. 
Splints, 2>K>. 

“ Ztue. 3. 

Mecca ronl, 252 lbs , 1 box. 
Arrow Root. 18 lbs. 

Baskets. 36. 

Stoves. 20. 

W»-h Basins, 1,152. 

Camp Chest*, 1. 

Bandage*. 1 .*> hbta. 9 boxes. 
Candle*, 1.134 lbs. 

Matches. 64 groan. 

Arm Slinxs, 1 313. 

Lint, patent, 23 rolls, 2 boxes. 
Isinglass Plaster, 33 rolls. 
Adli>*ilr 0 •* 6 '* 

Cratches, 2,816 pairs. 

Plus, 360 papers. 
Ilnasewives. 1,667. 

Baseace Beef. 87 cans. 

Lanterns, 188. 

Candlesticks, 213. 
Tatoarlnds, 151 \ kegs, 6 bis. 

34 gal la., IO lbs. 

Bed Pans. 232. 

Urinal*. 97. 

Spittoon*, 98. 

Pipes, 1,080, 43 ^ boxen. 
Spnnges, 2 bbls . 28 lbs., 163 
pieces 

Combs, (floe), 2,875. 

“ (coarse), 7,372. 
Sdeaort, 53 pairs. 



Sardines. 423 boxee. 

Sardine Openers, 8. 

Pillow*, 2,649. 

I Blackberry Hyrope, 1,274. 

Peas, 491 cans. 

1 Flavoring Ext* , 900 bolls. 
Cork Screws, 21. 

A xes, 3 

King Cushion*, 48. 

Str iw, 6 bales 
Thread. 13 % tbs. 

Neediest 700, 183 papers 
Horse Radish, 215 hollies, 2 
boxes. 

Gooseberries. 40 caoa. 
Grape*. 832 cans. 

Beets, 29944 bbla. 

Turnip*. 84 bbl*. 

Prunes, 1,063 lbs 
B.acking 78 boxes. 
i lama, 50 ran*. 

S'irfeon’s boxes, 8. 

Tobacco Cotter, 1. 

Ligature*. Silk. % lb. 
Waiermelon*. 109. 

Spelling Books, 219. 

BnlJ-d Onions, 776 cans. 
Lard, 4 lbs. 

Mops, 4. 

Mucilage, 6 bottle*. 
Condensed Etfg, 380 cans. 
Chtortum Add. 1 bottle. 
Cream Tartar. 4 lbs. 
Caotelop***, S23. 

Camp Chair. 1. 

Bologna Stusage, 1. 

Rroma, 1 box. 

Apple*. Green, 44 bbla. 

Apple Preserve*, 14 cans. 
Apricots, 12 bottles. 

Barley, 2"t lbs. 

Corned Beef. 2 bbl". 

Blotting P* per, 1 bnneh. 
Bromine. 2 lb*. 

Cabbage, 3.016 heads. 
Desnicsied Vegetablea, 1 can. 
Havelocks, 29. 

Sweet Potatoes, 24. S bbla. 
Shear*. 3 
Tally books, 6. 

Yeast Powder, 109 cans. 



This enormous amount of supplies, valued 
at $103,933, will not astonish, when taking 
into consideration the number of sick and 
wounded we have had io the hospitals. In 
the Base Hospitals alone the number admit- 
ted was twenty-two thousand during .June, 
July, August, and September, as follows: 

Sick. Wounded. Total. 



July, . . . 1,896 
August, . . 7,26 "2 

September, . 4,251 



1,465 3,361 

4,504 11.766 

419 4,670 



Total 19,797 

The figures for June cannot be 
obtained, the hospital being 
established late in the month. 

The number, however, is esti- 
mated at 2,203 



22,000 

AUXILIARY RELIEF CORP8. 

The issues to these Base Hospitals are 
made through the agents of the Auxiliary 
Corps, who come in direct contact with the 



patients, and supply them personally, under 
direction of the surgeons. They also sup- 
ply the special diet-kitchens, where all the 
delicacies are properly prepared. 

RELIEF CORPS. 

The issues to the front hospitals have also 
been large, and they are made through the 
Belief Agents, stationed in every corps. 
Surgeons and chaplains draw from us for 
the sick in their own regiments, — the men 
not sick enough to send to hospital, and yet 
not well enough for duty. Such are the 
sources from which the demands have been 
made upon us ; nor do I think they have 
been large, considering the amount of suf- 
fering. 

VEGETABLES FOR TROOPS. 

After what has been issued to the army, 
there were still on hand, July 2d, 758 bar- 
rels of vegetables, for which transportation 
was easily procured at General Headquarters, 
and they were equally distributed among 
the troops. So this great work went on, 
and, as fast as the vegetables arrived, they 
were sent to those for whom they were in- 
tended; and up to July 18th, one month 
after the arrival of the Commissioner at this 
point, there were issued — 

2,497 bbls. potatoes, 1,346 bbls pickled 
cucumbers, 355 bbls. sauerkraut, 356 bbls. 
dried apples, 68 bbls. fresh beans. 58 bbls. 
beets, 443 bbls. pickled onions, 1,309 bbls. 
fresh onions, 133 bbls. turnips, 54 bbls. car- 
ried cabbage, 132 bbls. assorted vegetables, 
6 bbls. fresh peas, 8,930 cabbages. 

CEDAR LEVEL. 

Still they came, and, from want of room, 
a vegetable depot had to be established at 
Cedar Level, of which John Butler, one of 
our agents, was placed in charge, and the 
goods were subject to the order of J. War- 
ner Johnson, Superintendent of Belief Corps 
at the front. Care were always readily fur- 
nished for the transportation of the goods ; 
which acts of kindness were duly appre- 
ciated, and were among the many which 
already existed, and still exist, and which I 
think are further evidences that the useful- 
ness of the Commission is recognized. By 
sending the goods to Cedar Level the distri- 
bution was greatly facilitated, and seve- 
ral miles of travel for the teams saved. 

July 20th the following were sent: — 

74 bbls. potatoes, 63 bbls. onions, 27 bbls. 
green apples, 1 bbl. tomatoes in cans, 10 bbls. 
cranberries, 53 bbls. pickled cucumbers, 2 
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bills, boots, 27 bbls. pickiod tomatoes. 
Total, 257 bbls. 

July -'Id. — Potatoes, <il >7 bbls.; onions, 
424 bbls ; beets, 157 bbls.; sauerkraut, 1 
bbl Total, 1,279 bbls. 

July 23</. — Tomatoes, 780 boxes ; pota- 
toes. I!7 bbls.; cranberries, 1 bbl.; onions. 
32 bbls ; beets, 37 bbls.; tomatoes, 45 bbls 
dried apples, 107 bbls. Total, 789 bbls. and 
7 Ml boxes. 

July 27 th. — Onions, fresh, lift bbls.; 
pickled tomatoes, 4ll bids.; pickled cucum- 
bers, ti bbls ; pickled onions, 9 bbls. Total, 
170 bbls. 

July 80 th. — Onions, 319 bbls. 

Awjust 2 (/. — 1 case 2 doz. 3 lb. tomatoes; 
44 cases 2 doz 24 lb. tomatoes; 27 cases 
2 doz. 2 lb. tomatoes ; 50 bbM. pickles, as- 
sorted ; 45 bbls. pickles; 6 bbls. onions, 
pickled ; 2 bbls. tomatoes, pickled. Total, 
72 cases, Ul3 bbls. 

AuyuU 3 il. — Pickles, 120 bbls.; onions, 
31 bids.; sauerkraut, 1 bbl.; tomatoes, 3 
bids.; tomatoes, 2,370 lbs.; tomatoes, 324 
gals. Total, 101 bbls., 2,370 lbs., 324 pis. 

Auyuil ath. — Pickles, 01 bbls.; onions, 
250 bbls.; sauerkraut, 24} bbls. Total, 
3354 bbls 

The station at Cedar Level was broken 1 
up, and for some time the issue of vegeta- 
bles was stopped, to a great extent. What 
were issued during August and September 
will be found in the table of issues above. 

/i' riijntuliit ion of Issue* of Yeyetuble* at 
Cedar Leeel. — Potatoes, 3,3*35 bbls. ; pick- 
led cucumbers, 1,037 bbls.; pickled onions, 
4;>8 bbls.; fresh onions, 2,543 bbls.; sauer- 
kraut, 381} bbls.; fresh beans, 08 bids.; 
beets, 254 bbls.; tomatoes, in cans, 1 bbl.; 
tomatoes, 45 bbls. ; turnips, 133 bbls.; cur- 
ried cabbage, 54 bbls.; assorted vegetables, 
132 bbls. ; fresh peas, 0 bbls ; green apples, 
27 bbls.; cranberries, 11 bbls.; pickled to- 
matoes, 09 bbls.; tomatoes, 852 cases; dried 
apples, 107 bbls. 

The cost of the above is about eighty 
thousand six hundred and forty-eight dol- i 
lars, which, in conjunction with the approx- 
imated value of the issues in the above | 
t ible, — viz., four hundred and three thou- 
sand nine huudred and thirty three dol- 
lars, — the total aggregate will bo about four 
hundred and eighty-four thousand five hun- 
dred aud cighty-oue (484,581) dollars The 
above shows the work of the Commission 
an I the issues to have been very large. The 
time of year has arrived when the demands 
upon us for woolen under clothing will be 



much larger. We are also on the eve of a 
gTeat battle, when it will be expected of us 
to do a great work ; and I an) happy to state 
I think wo are in sueh a condition that we 
will be able to meet any demuud that will 
be made upon us. As regards the imposi- 
tion that is said to be practised upon us, it 
cannot be wholly avoided. The surgeon’s 
signs' nrc to requisitions is required, aud I 
think but very tew misapply the goods. At 
any rate, it is to be hoped, for the credit 
due themselves and the profession, it is not 
carried on to a great extent. 

FROM CITY POINT. 

BY DR. N. C. STEVENS. 

Since my last communication I have been 
along the trenches and breastworks of our 
line of defence, from the Appomattox to the 
extreme left; thence along our flank line to 

,on the James river. The appearance 

of the troops was a matter of special obser- 
vation. Most of the divisions were en- 
camped along within a few rods of the 
breastworks ; the space between being 
thoroughly cleared of everything, an 1 daily 
policed, as were also the various o]ieru'iong 
of the soldiers. Most of their quarters were 
very neat, nearly all sleeping ou hunks raised 
from the ground from eight to twenty inches. 
A very few regiments only slept on the 
ground — "still ill the Blough of despond.” 
These were mostly new troops. Some of 
these regiments have already improved their 
quai ters. The fifth corps occupies an oblong 
square, through the centre of which the 
Weldon railroad aud the traveled pike run. 
In making the bed for the railroad, there 
was left on cither side, a deep ditch, in 
which bad grown up low underbusb, and 
which was otherwise filled with material 
not conducive to health. These places, 
as well as the borders of the swamp within 
the Hues, Were bciug most thoroughly clean- 
ed ; so that they were hardly recognizable. 
I mention this to show that what was for- 
merly last thought of, is now the first thing 
to claim the notice of surgeous and others. 
They say it is easier to keep men well by 
the-e attentions, than to cure them of the 
discuses produced by neglect. Cseteris 
paribus, thc_ longer a soldier has been in 
the field, the better cure he will take of 
himself; and this will prove true of officers 
in the care of their men. The general 
health of the army at this season of the year, 
was never better A brigade surgeon told 
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me this morning, that of an effective force 
of two thousand men, he had only one hun- 
dred and one on sick report ; and he thought 
that many other brigades were as favored 
as his. From my own observation, I think 
the entire sickness of the army in the field 
is less than seven per cent. The morale of 
the army was never better than at present. 
Our men acquired position and full confi- 
dence in the government, and our southern 
victories make every man feel that he can 
begin to ace the end. You cannot find a 
soldier who has given three years of bard 
service, that is willing to have anything but 
a united, undivided country. It is for that 
they have fought and bled, and they will 
never be satisfied with anything short of it. 

A. M. SPERRY'S REPORT. 

■t !\ l l.t * KT KSL18S A<*BKT. 

Among spcciul duties, we have given us 
the making and administering of all stimu- 
lating driuks. Nothing is trusted to the 
nurses or other attendants, relieving the 
surgeons of much responsibility, and adding 
to the welfare of the patients. 

Since taking up work in the wards, I 
have always bad under my care some man, 
often more than one, who must have the 
best care possible, or die. The very sick 
and the badly wounded arc usually scat 
away, but it often happens that such 
canuot be moved without danger. For 
such men I try to care to the best of my 
ability. Men who will live with ordinary 
treatment, must yield precedence to men 
who will not. There are always such 
to be found, the saddest tiling being that 
while attending to one, others equally de- 
serving must be neglected. To nurse, feed 
and care for a desperately sick man is no 
slight task. Yet these must have all this 
care if they are to recover. 

To geueral duties, attending to minor yet 
necessary things, the daily rounds, the 
making of punch, egg nog, etc., the attend- 
ing to diet, the petty, yet pressing wants of 
men, the writing of letters, hearing sad 
stories, comforting, advisiug and cheering 
men, add a few such cases as those men- 
tioned, and a day’s work is presented that 
is little less than appalling. 

Though to give such constant attention 
as I have shown ought, and often is 
given, may be really impossible in every 
case, such an approximation should be made 
as the utmost liberality of the people will 
permit. 



We save in a direct saving manner. Noth- 
ing here is subject to the dishonesty or sel- 
fish caprice of any surgeou, steward, or 
ward-master. There are no losses between 
the issuing barge and the patient, or other 
rightful recipient. Many times no doubt 
the agent gives indiscreetly, but if he be 
competent and honest, experience enables 
him to guard more and more against impo- 
sition. (loods kept in our store tents are 
as free from invasion as if on the issuing 
barge, and yet much nearer the men. When 
as at this station, the issues are made 
directly to the men through no middle 
parties, there can be no losses. We know 
where they go. No “surgeon” drinks the 
liquors, no “ officer” gets more than his 
needs as a sick man requir s. “ Sanitary” 
is here “ for the soldiers." I might enlarge, 
but 1 forbear adding that my own opinion, 
my own feeling is. that we save many times 
what we cost, and that personal service is 
the most efficient means of reaching the 
soldier, thence his home and the hearts and 
the purses of the people at home. 

The greatest good to the sufferers is the 
end to bo attained. This is the very pur- 
pose for which the people give. 

Of shirts, drawers, and srx-ks, the de- 
mand is very great and our supply very in- 
adequate. 11 util other means can be used, 
it is our plain duty to supply as many as 
possible, and be just in other directions. I 
would rccomtiieud that suspenders lie put 
on the list of regular supplies; also that 
green, tea be furnished iu small quantities 
for special cases. We need crushed sugar 
in part, instead of all coffee sugar as now 
furnished The general condition of our 
work is flattering ; it is generously ap- 
preciated, and that appreciation frankly 
expressed. Concert of action with the hos- 
pital authorities is perfect, and mutual con- 
fidence exists. With an honorable position 
clearly defined, we have only to labor aud 
wait for our sure reward. 

AN INCIDENT. 

The following is from a letter written by 
a friend who is laboring in Hospital for 
Colored Troops at City Point. 

I have about twenty contrabands who 
cluster round me like a great family. In 
the evening I teach some of them their let- 
ters, and Sunday evening they come into 
my tent aud we sing and pray, and it is 
beautiful to see how anxious they are to 
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know the right way. I tell them that they 
want a religion which will make them good 
every day, which will keep them from 
lying, stealing, and being impure, and then 
I explain these things to them in very 
simple terms, and they respond with en* 
thusiasm, “ Jes so, Miss H.,” or “ Dat’s so. 
Miss H.” 

I asked Lizzie the other evoning, what 
the preacher said in the afternoon service? 
She replied that he said, “thymus all drink 
atul eat at de sweat of der own eyebrows 
It struck me so humorously, I thought I 
would write it to you. 



WASHINGTON. 

Amount of Hospital Supplies issued by the U. S. 
Sanitary Com. ission at Washington. D. C. t dur- 
ing the months of July , August and September , 



Airbed* q 

Air pillow* ]7 1 

Adhesive plaster, roll*.. 148 

Apple*, d ril'd, ib- 198 

Apples, green, bills 1 1 

Arrowroot, lbs 389 \ 

Alcohol, bottles 131 

Basket- , g 1 


I Coffee, ground, lbs 1,529 

| Coudon-ed milk, lbs.. 19, 437 

I Crackers, lbs 19,660 

Corn starch, lbs 8,706 

Corn meal, lbs 7,012 

Cod liver oil, bottle* ... 8 

Camphor, bottles 19 


Bandage-, bbls 88 ' 

Bandage rollers g i 

Bt-iNieada | \ 


Cream tartar, lbs 7 

Charcoal powder, lbs .. 436 


Bed ticks 1 2 W| | 

P*‘>* *187 ! 

Blanket l,9Mi 1 

Blankets, rubber 87 

Brushes ]j,g 

Broom- , dt) 


poor locks and mats. .. 16 

Disinfectant powder, lbs 75 
Drawer*, cotton, pairs 1.1,887 
Drawers, wool, pairs.. 4,663 

Dried fruit, lbs 7,965 

E a*ers 9 


Body bauds 430 

Buttons, das ... *j<> 


F.gg*. de.-sicated. cans. . 149 
Eye-elas-es 9 


Beef Stock, Ib« 4 182 




Bread, loaves 1,000 




Butter, lbs. '940 

Barley flour, lb* 1*5 

B*J Rum, bottles ] 064 

Brandy, bottles. 2,762 

Btttera, bottles 21 

Camp stools 

Curap kettles 42 

Coffee pots 12 


1 Flit*. doEon 1 

1 Flannel, yards 42 

Flaxseed, lbs 120 

Flour, lb* 87 

Farina, lbs 2.134 

Flavoring extracts, btls. 890 

Oaroes 166 


Cauldrons 2 

c °®t» I0,31» 

Chairs 23 


Ginger, extract bottles.4,226 
Hammers and hatchets. 26 


Chairs, rocking 81 

Chambers 31 

Cushions 3,99H 


• Hinge* 12 

1 Head rests 2.689 


Cushions, rubber. ’ 1 8 

Clocks 3 


Horse shoes, kegs. .... . 4 


Corkscrews... 6 .'* 




Crutches, pairs 1,2'»2 


Hams, lb* 1,60ft 


Canteens — S 3 

Caul as, *y ft 3tK) 


Handkerchiefs 23.083 

! Ice, lb* 62,473 


Cottou batten, lb» IS 

Caudles, lbs 376 

Candlestick* 180 

Cups am] saucers, dux. . Hi 

Clothing, boxes 2 

Cap* and bats 3 0 

Coats 20'* 


. Iceland moss, kegs 149 

Jellies k preserves, jam 1,266 
Knives and forks, dot.. 161 

Knives, carving 3 

Lumber, planed, feet.,2,000 
Lime, bbls 46 


Carbonic acid, g . He. ... 13 

Cologne, b ittle- 1,004 

Condensed Cider, lbs... 33 
Condensed meats, lbs.. 6.831 
Condensed fruits, lbs.. 9. 428 
f und vegetables, lbs. . 2,123 

Catsup, bottles 413 

Chocolate, D-s 4,274 

Coffee, extract, lbs 727 * 


Lamps. 4 

Lint, bbls 126 

Life preservers IIS 

Lemon*, boxes 320 

Lard, lbs 213 

Mattraseos 46 

Matches, gross 10 

Mucilage, bottle*. 2 

Mittens, palm 18 



Memorandum books. . 


, 110 


Mag urine* 


1,907 


Medicines, bottles..... 


. 33 


Medic- ue caps. 


. 233 


Medicine chest* 


1 


Morphia, ox 


a 


Mutton tallow, lb*. . . 


. 35 


Molas-es, gallons 


. 68 


Mai’., bushels 


. 2 


Malt liquor, bottle*. . . 


1.288 


Malt liquor, gallons... 


1,433 


Mags 


. -IB 


Netting, mosquito, pc* 


. 649 


Needle*, paper* 


. 274 


Needle books 


1,824 


Neck lies 


. 316 


Nail-, lb* 


. *>4 


Oil »iik. roll* 


. 96 


OH cloth, yards 


. W 


Oil, kerosene, gallon* . 


. 16 


Old linen, bid*. 


SOI 


Ooi*ns, bids 


64 


Oakum, lb* 


4 O 1 ) 


Oatmeal, lbs. 


1,480 


Orange*, boxes 


. «l 


Oysters, pickled, bolt's 


. 46 


Pails, wooden 


61 


Pail*, tin 


68 


Plate*, tin 


621 


Plates, earthenware . . 


13« 


Planks spruce, feet. . . 


100 


Pitchers 


13 


Poison, bottles 


4 


Pen* 


ft, 29 4 


Penholders 


1.233 


1*1 pea. boxes 


.1 


Pillows 


2.647 


1*11 low CA«e* 


3,279 


Pillow ticks..... 


888 


Pant*, pair* 


218 


Pins, paper- 


2 :« 


Pickle*, gallons 


1,279 


Potato-*, bbls 


46 


Pork, lbs 


2 no 


Quilt* 




Rubber cloth, yard*. . . 


63 


Heading matter, boxes 


30 


Rice, lb*. 


361 


Rum, Jamaica, bottle* 


662 


Hum. cherrv, bottle*.. 


286 


Ha- h . window, pair* . . 


*2 


Sheet lint, lb*. 


9* 


Syringe* 


7 


Stoves and furniture.. . 


3 


Skimmers and dippem. 


64 



Spoons, down 


..174* 




2 


Scissors, pairs 


, . . 41 


Stretchers. 


... 29 


Slings 


..1,909 


Sponges, lb* 


... 309 


Soap, Dw 


..765 


Brits, Epsom, lbs. ... . 


.. 8 


Soda, lbs 


..12* 


Sago, lb* 


.. 23 


Sugar, lbs. 


. . 8,606 


Spice*, lb- 


.. 329 


Syrup, bottles 


.1,178 


Sweet Oil, buttles... . 


.. 14 


Salt fish, bid* 


. 390 


Shoes, pair*. 


..2.431 


Slipper*, pat is 


..7,211 


Socks, cotton, pair*. . 


.10,113 


Socks, wool. pair*. . . 


.6,767 






Shirt*, cotton 


.23,644 


Su*pendem, pairs . . . . 


.. 920 


Sheets 


, . 7.766 


Spittoons 


.. 199 


Spit cup* 


.. 272 


Splints 


.. 654 


Spikes, lb* 


.. 30 


Towels 


.18,808 


Tin cup- 


.3,817 


Tin basins 


.. 393 


Tumblers . 


.. 26 


Tables, 


.. 2 


Teapots 


.. 29 


Trusses. 


3 


Twine, balls 


.. 12 


Thread, lb* 


.. 47 


Tracts, box 


l 


Tamarinds, gallons .. 


.. 61 




.2,446 


Tobacco, lbs 


.7,362 


Tobacco cutler 


6 


Urinals 


.. 115 




.. ill 


Vegetables, bid* 


.. 14 


\ inegar, bottlea 


. . 227 


Wood, cords 


.. is 


Water coolers. 


4 


Water casks 


4 




4 


Writing desk* 


1 


Writing paper, reams. 


.. 'HO 


Wrapper- 


, .1,669 


Wine, domestic, bottl’s 9,298 


Wine-, foreign, bottles 4,779 


Whiskey, bottles 


.3,770 


Yam*, lbs 


.. 10 


Yeast powder, cans .. 


.. 6 



NEW ORLEANS. 



Amount of goods forwarded to A r ew Orleans, during 
the quarter ending September 30 , 1864. 



Chamber* 24 

Combs, gross 2 

Writing paper, reams . . 40 

Envelopes 20,000 

Bens, gc-ts* 6 

Pen holder*, gross 3 

Lead pencils, gross 6 


Colton socks, palm..... 335 

Fans. lid 

Cotton, (old) barrel*.. .. 4 

Linen, (old) barrel*..... 4 

Bandages, barrels 6 

Lint, barrels........... 2 

Whiskey, bottle* 144 

“ cask* 1 


Bay rum, bottles 48 

Jaraiaca ginger, bottles. 72 

Butter, lbs . 406 

Cum Starch, lbs. ....... 960 

Farina, lbs 400 


Domestic wine, kegs.,.. 7 
“ M bottles. 180 

Foreign wine, bodies. . . 4 

Brandy, jugs 1 

** buttles 120 






Sherry wine, bottle* 144 

Raspberry wine, bottles 132 

Peaches, can* 480 

Tomatoes, cant. 480 


*' casks 16 

Cheese, lbs 80 

Book- and papers, boxes 16 
Mosquito netting, yds.. 3036 


Pants, pairs. 412 

Costa 109 

Vests 101 

Bed sacks 1026 


Condensed milk, tbs. . . . 1008 

Marietta, lbs...... 1000 

Crackers, lbs ...1607 

Beef stock. Iba tOO 


Sheets 2611 

Towels 1665 1 

Handkerchiefs 4201 1 


Sugar, white, lbs 467 

Coffee, lbs 127 

Quinine, ounces 10 
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Ki**ing*n water, bottle* 288 
Dried apples, barrel! . . . 6 

Dried frail, barrel* 13 

Fruit vinegar, bottle*... 280 

** " * 

Cat tobacco, barn-1*. ... 1 

Blackberry cordial, bot*. 20,1 

Onions, barrel* 100 

W W. Vinegar, gallon* 43 

Tin cup* 300 

Wrapper*. 304 



Btaoket* 100 

Wasbbowtn M0 

Lantern*. ...... .. 12 

Wool Hocka, pair* 17.il 

Pillow* 21ft 

Cunhlon* 33ft 

Pillow tick* 442 

Cotton drawer*, pair*... 1387 

Cotton shirt* 1^0 

Slippers, pairs. 140 



BEAUFORT, 8. C. 

Amount of good* forwarded to Beaufort , S. C. t 
during the quarter ending September 30, 1864. 



Beef stock, lb* 1200 

Oyster cracker*, lb*.... 1021 
Cood*n*ed milk, lb*. . . . 480 
Concentrated coffee, lb*. 900 

White sugar, iba 486 

Extract of coffee, lb* ft 

Ice, ton* 226 

Shoe*, pair* 5 

Combe 6 

Wool sock*, pair* ft 

Wool drawers, pain... ft 

Onion*, barrel*. 20 

Potato**, barrel*....... 20 

Potash, lbe }£ 

Rochelle salt*. Ibe. 2 

Epsom n’t*. Iba 2 . 

Cream salt*, lb* 2 1 



Quassia salt*, Iba 1 

Paregoric, plot* % 

Tlnct. Opii, ox 4 

Snlph Morphia, oi X 

Adhesive plagur, roll*.. 2 

Blue rism, ox 2 

Calomel, ox 2 

Dover Powder, ox 4 

Nit. Potassa, ox 8 

ClL Perrl et Quinine, OX. 3 

Gum Arabic, lb* 1 

Blistering Coiodion, ox.. 4 

Butter, lbs . 8ft 

Cheese, lb* 4fl 

Flour, barrels i 

Fruit, boxes 1 

Sheet* 212 



FEWBEBRE, F, C. 



Amount of good* forwarded to Netcbeme, N. C., 
during the quarter ending September 30, 1864. 











Woo» socks, pairs 304 

Condensed milk, lbs.... 1008 


Cotton drawer*, pair*.. 470 
Cotton shirt* W 


Farina, box** 10 

Ground cuITm, lb* 2o2 

Mustard, lb* 21 

Slipper*, pair*. fiOO, 

Adamant! us candle*, lb*. 2co 
Oyster cracker*, lb*.... 780 

Crackers, In* 627 

Brandy, bottle* 74 

lemon syrup, bottles. .. 144 

Prune*, lbs 39 4 ■ 

Codfish, lbs 200 

Pillows 334 


Collar* 78 

Handkerchiefs 1316 

Pickles, keg* 8 

Bitters, bottle* 24 

Lint, barrel* 2 

Cotton, barrels 2 

Bandages, barrels 1 

Sherry, bottles 2 

Shrub, bottle* 1 

Cider vinegar, bottles. .. 2 

Maderia, bottles 12 

Champagne, bottles .... 12 


Mat treaties 2 

Pillow case* 314 


Brandy chee*e, lbs 3 

Paper* and corks, boxes 2 



Special Relief gUpnrtnunt. 

EXTRACTS FROM J. B. CLARK’S QUARTERLY 
REPORT, WA8HINQTO' , D. O. 

The number of men who have been re- 
ceived from regiments that were on the way 
home, having served their time out, is very 
much larger than at previous times. This is 
accounted for from the fact that nearly all of 
the one hundred days’ men from Ohio, have 
passed through this city, within the last two 
months; and invariably they have had a 
very large proportion of their number sick ; 
in some of the regiments the surgeons have 
reported as high as three hundred, out of 
niue hundred men ; in others not more than 
one hundred. It will thus be seen that 



nearly one quarter of these men are sick 
and unfit for duty ; showing conclusively, 
to my mind, that the enlistment of men for 
a short term of service, is of very little good 
to the government; not merely from the 
fact that they are unable to do much duty 
for the time they are out, but it gives them 
an idea that all the men in the army are 
unfit for duty in about this proportion, 
which is not the fact as wc all know. These 
men are in the field just long enough to get 
sick from change of habits and food ; and 
going home as they do at this time, do not 
recognize the fact that a very large propor- 
tion would have recovered iu a short time 
and have become acclimated, and would, 
without doubt, be as hardy men and make 
as good soldiers as any we have in the army. 

These ideas, carried home to the various 
parts of the country, can but have the effect 
of keeping not only these men, but others 
that may he brought in contact with them, 
from coming into the army if they can in 
any way avoid it. 

The number reported from the “ Soldiers’ 
Rest,” as sick, are as heretofore, either 
from new regiments coming out, or men on 
their way from the hospitals to Camp Dis- 
tribution. We have had very few men who 
were here to be examined for commissions 
in colored regiments, compared with the 
previous reports ; but a large proportion of 
the number are not in the army, but are 
young men that have been students of the 
Military Academy iu Philadelphia, and have 
been sent here by Col. Taggart. There has 
been a very large number of men who have 
had their wounds dressed, or have been fur- 
nished medicine, that have not been entered 
on the register. Such cases are either on 
passes from the various hospitals, on their 
way home, or returning from home to the 
hospitals; and have needed this attention 
without its being necessary to keep them 
for any length of time. 

HOSPITAL VISITING. 

MRS. BARKER’S REPORT. 

Washington, Monday, October 31, 1864. 
— Carried to Ilarewood two dozen pairs 
drawers, some woolen gloves, two dozen sus- 
penders, seventy-one slippers. Also gave to 
Mrs. Moore, the matron of the linen room, 
three cans peaches, one bottle of tamarinds, 
one jar currant jelly, one can pine-apples, 
one bottle bay-rum, two bottles port, and two 
of sherry wine, for discretionary use. 
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Tuesday, November 1, 1 8G 4 . — Visited 
Harewood as usual in the forenoon, but 
found that, owing to the rapid call for sani- 
tary clothing among iuvnlids who were sent 
home on furlough to vote, my supply was 
insufficient. I came home to get more sup- 
plies, and returned in the evening, so as to 
be ready for the next morning. I was just 
in time, for our last shirt hud been called 
for. 

Wrdneufay, November 2, 1804. — Find- 
ing nothing more important than to look 
after the disconsolates at Fort Woodbury, 
whom 1 left last week feeding on dry bread, 
tough beef, and salt pork, I expended a few 
dollars in mutton, potatoes, apples, &e , and 
carried some of the firkin butler, and also 
currant jelly. Dinner just came in ; and 
the scene which followed was most gratify- 
ing to them and to myself. 

Thurtday, November 3, 18(14. — Thurs- 
day forenoon again at llarcwood, with some 
shirts and socks; also with jellies for the 
wards. A boy at Campbell lies very sick, 
and nobody seems to know how to care for 
him. 1 have had beef-juice prepared at 
Lodgo No. 4 for him, and also sent him 
some pure brandy. 

Friday, November 4. 18(14. — Stormy, 
and staid at home in the forenoon; in the 
afternoon went to Fort Strong, to inquire 
after Wm. Wctherbee, of Leominster, in 
answer to a letter from his aunt. Found 
him convalescent, and most tenderly cared 
for by his surgeon, N. 11. Dean, of Salem, 
Mass. 

Sat u relay, November It, 1SG4 — Went to 
Campbell, to carry some beef-juice to the 
sick boy. Fouud another man who had 
just recovered from pneumonia, who had 
just taken off a flannel shirt to be washed, 
and had none to put on in its place. Being 
sure he would take cold. I went back to the 
store on purpose for a shirt, and he put it 
on at once. Also visited Camp Barry hos- 
pital, with supplies, uud gave orders for 
more. 

Nm. 8. — Received 820 Ware Fund from 
Mr. Hovey. Answered a letter from Mrs 
Seymour, concerning effects of Henry W. 
Faxon, who died at llarewood. Also another 
letter from Mrs. Lothrop, Vice-President, 
about Sat rlee, who died at Harewood. 
Visited llarewood with supplies of butter, 
pickles and blackberry jam. 

Nov. 0. — Visited Shcrburn Barracks and 
East Capitol Barracks Hospitals before din- 
ner; divided between them pickles and 



blackberry jam. Found the men convales- 
cent, mostly up and dressed. Afternoon 
visited Rush Barracks (Invalid Corps) and 
| drew an order for one dozen woolen draw- 
ers. 

Nor. 10. — Forenoon at store. Cliff burn 
and Fry II jspitals, whore I carried flannels, 
stationery, pickles, &c., all ask for vege- 
tables, onions especially. At one Invalid 
Corps Hospital they have scurvy. 

Nov. 11. — Forenoon at Harewood and 
Campbell, carried more brandy to my sick 
man at Campbell. He does not know how 
to get along without it, but he prospers 
finely, l’aticnts at Harewood gone home 
to vote, so as to materially tliiu out the 
wards. 

BY J. B. HOLT. 

Washikoton, D. C., "I 
Non. 12, 1804. / 

I have the honor to submit the following 
report for the week ending Nov. 12, 18B4. 

Have visited during the week, forts 
Lyons. Williams, Ward, Albany. Wood- 
bury uud Strong. Invalid Corps Hospitals, 
Freedman’s Village, Fairfax Seminary, and 
twenty hospitals at Alexandria. Have at- 
tended to quite a number of cases of Special 
j Relief. * * * Would that the good peo- 

j pic of the North could all visit and see how 
l much is uceded to make our poor suffering 
I soldiers in hospitals comfortable. Each and 
all would contribute far more liberally I am 
confident. Pillow slips and towels are called 
\ for and much needed. Bandages and old 
linen are much called for, and if there 
should be many wounded sent to our hos- 
pitals, there would be very great suffering 
for the want of such. There is not any- 
thing that will be so much needed and re- 
lieve so much suffering. The furloughed 
j soldiers are coming back as a general thing 
: much better for the change, and with much 
better courage. 

I tru-t ore many months shall pass, we 
j shall hear the glad notes of peace, and the 
calls upon the Commission to minister to 
' the wounded will no more be heard. 

EXTRACTS FROM JOURNAL OF MRS. J. B. 

JOHNSON. 

Oct. 18G4. — My labors as Hospital Visi- 
tor in the month of October, 1804, have, by 
your directions been confined to Campbell. 
Douglas and Stanton General Hospitals. 

My plan of visiting is; first, to visit and 
consult the surgeon in charge, and ascertain 
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hi» views as to the plan of distribution, as 
well as to obtain permission to visit the 
various wards. Second, to become ac- 
quainted with the soldiers as far as possible 
in order to comfort them with kind words 
if they are low spirited or home sick, and 
to understand their real wants in order 
to distribute supplies as judiciously as 
possible. 

I have been in every instance kindly 
treated by the surgeons, who seem to desire 
the aid of the Commission in its benevolent 
work ; and for me to say, the supplies are 
thankfully received, is but to repeat what has 
been so often asserted since the commence- 
ment of the wur. If the oft repeated “ Clod 
bless the Sanitary Commission,” and other 
expressions of gratitude from the soldiers 
could be heard by the members of the “ Aid 
Societies" in the North, I think their ener- 
gies would be redoubled, and the storehouses 
of the Commission be tilled to overflowing. 
* * * I have distributed as follows : — • 

28 pairs drawers, 3(j pairs suspenders, 24 
night caps, 10 bottles ink, 30 shirts, 00 
pairs socks, 30 handkerchiefs, 7 pairs 
slippers, 12 neckties, 12 bottles jellies, 5 
bottles blackberry , brandy, 30 needles, 2 
wrappers, besides quantities of stationery. 
All of which I think have been judiciously 
expended. The many oases of diarrhoea 
among recent admissions, render the black- 
berry brandy and syrup very useful. 

Report fur the week enilin;/ jVov. 12, 
1804. — * * * Qn my entrance to the 

1st ward, and after making my mission 
known, I heard exclamations on all sides, 
such as, “ The Sanitary Commission always 
gives us something that docs us good.” 
“They always know what we want.” 
“ They are so liberal.” “ My appetite is 
po >r and I need some jelly,” &c. 

The demand for woolen shirts and draw- 
ers is very great, while iu accordance with 
instructions, I have given only in the most 
extreme cases. 

The following have been supplied : — 6 
fine combs, 1 2 pairs suspenders, 4 pairs draw- 
ers, 20 pairs socks, (wool), 2 wrappers, 5 
pairs slippers, 5 bottles blackberry brandy, 
ti woolen shirts, 2 to 3 quires of paper and 
envelopes. 2 pairs crutches, 0 handkerchiefs. 

CAMP PAROLE. 

Alma Carey and S. L. Phillips, U. S. 
>Sanitary Commission Lady Visitors at Camp 
Parole, Md., report as follows : 



Since our last weekly record, a large pro- 
portion of the patients in this section have 
been scut home on furloughs ; consequently 
| much excitement has prevailed in the wards. 
While many were rejoicing, in prospect of 
speedy reunion with loved ones, after long 
and painful separation ; other have been 
disheartened by delay in receiving fur- 
loughs. and many are detained by severe 
indisposition ; yet, as but few have been 
admitted during the week, the number of 
inmates have been greatly reduced. But 
two have died since our last report. One, 
a man of middle age, after having scut fa- 
vorablo reports to his family, deceased quite 
sundenly. Ilis wife, who had been ap- 
prised of the alarming change, arrived after 
his interment, but had the consolation of 
learning that he left pleasing evidence of 
| being prepared for his summons to the 
Heavenly rest. 

The other case, was that of a young lad, 

, homeless and friendless, as far as could be 
I ascertained; but in prison, he had found 
the only uufailiug Friend, and though all- 
untaught, particularly in divine knowledge, 
the simple trust, expressed to those about 
him, gave precious evidence of his adop- 
tion into the family of God. And as your 
agents, with a few Christian friends, at his 
burial, listened to the sad record, no rela- 
tives, they were cheered by the suggestion 
of the officiating clergyman, that he had 
found loving kindness in the home ol the 
blessed. 

November 11 , 1864 . 

The lapse of another week brings but 
little apparent change in the current of 
events here. The wards arc being gradu- 
ally tilled again, by the transfer ot patients 
from the camp. Application for aid and 
supplies have usually been readily met; but 
some few articles, already noticed in our 
requisitions, must still be refused the suf- 
fering applicants, it having been impossible 
to procure them. We would mention black- 
berry wine or cordial, which is frequently 
prescribed by the physiciaus, and has been 
a source of relief and comfort to such as 
I have contracted disease in Southern pri- 
sons. 

Disease and death arc still doing their 
sad work in this section. After a few days 
respite, the dread destroyer appeared some- 
what suddenly again on Wednesday morn- 
ing. and removed three more victims to their 
eternal home. It was a sad sight as, at the 
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burial, the three coffins lay side by side, 
enveloped by the glorious old flag their 
lives had been sacrificed to defend, but most 
comforting to think of the more than mortal 
honor put upon each by Him who died that 
they might live, for all, as we believed, 
had departed in full hope of a glorious im- 
mortality. One of these cases, which cre- 
ated much sympathy, was that of a head 
nurse in one of the wards, who, having 
long been faithful at his post, was suddenly 
stricken down by disease and called away, 
before the wife and little ones he had left 
in a distant state could be notified of his 
illness. II is last night was spent in prayer 
for himself and family, and his last words 
were those of trust in Jesus. Another, 
who had been long a prisoner, as death drew 
near, manifested deep anxiety and penitence 
for sin, at last found peace in believing, and, 
at his earnest request, received baptism on 
his dying bed. Another, the fourth who 
had passed away during the week, had long 
followed Christ, and died rejoicing in the 
prospect of the heavenly rest. 

In cases like these, how gratifying to your 
agents to be permitted to smooth the passage 
to the tomb, by the temporary relief pro- 
vided through the munificence of the Com- 
mission, as well as, by the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus, to lift the veil, and point to 
the heavenly mansions prepared for them. 

FROM ANNAPOLIS, Mn. 

BT J. ADDISON WHITAKER. 

Two gentlemen came from Philadelphia 
to obtain the body of a deceased brother. 
They werodirected by Mr. Boardman, of that 
city, to Mr. Sloan. I put them in the way 
of obtaining the body, afforded them every 
facility for disinterring it and bringing it to 
depot; gave them a ticket to the “Home” 
for meals, furnished them beds to sleep in 
in our “ Lodge Room,” and spent some 
time in stating wbat our work was from the 
time of the arrival of the prisoners till 
they were ready to return to duty or their 
homes. I showed them our journal, con- 
taining receipts and issues; explained how 
we welcomed and entertained visiting rela- 
tives ; how we helped the Boldier collect his 
ration money, back pay, and in case of 
death, helped the widow, Ac. collect her 
pension, bounty and other money due her, 
and all free of any expense. How careful we 
were in the receipt and issue of stores ; how 



difficult it was for us to misuse the stores or 
funds, and for others to impose on us. 

They were delighted and amazed at what 
to them was all new. They had been told 
that others did all the work. They had 
heard all sorts of charges against the Sani- 
tary Commission, and only the Sabbath be- 
fore, they had discussed the subject iD their 
Sabbath-school. One of the teachers ven- 
| tured to speak for the Sanitary Commission, 
but he was met with objections everywhere 
against it. 

They said they were Borry that they had 
known so little of the good we were doing, 
and should take the first opportunity of set- 
ting forth the truth in regard to our work. 
They regretted that we did not take more 
pains to let our work be known. I am glad 
to say, they left knowing more of the real 
work than they did before. 

Misses Phillips and Cary are faithful and 
are doing a noble work. Their services are 
as valuable to us as they are to the soldiers, 
and their friends visiting them. Their 
work in that hospital is an illustration of 
the fact that the Sanitary Commission can 
attend to the souls of men as well os their 
bodies. 

Of all our work, none meets with more 
approval than “ The Home." From the 
Matron's report, you will see what a 
large family we have had this week. Our 
moving was so quietly and quickly done, 
that it did not interfere in the least with 
accommodations to visitors. It has, indeed, 
been a house of mourning this week. 
About a dozen came with expectation of 
administering to those so dear to them ; 
but alas ! it was too late. Their only con- 
solation in so great an affliction was found 
in the pleasant accommodations of the 
“ Home.” 

I believe our work in this district com- 
mends itself to public favor and confidence. 

BY J. 0. BATCHELOR. 

There has been a great deal of excite- 
ment in camp this week on account of most 
of the men going away on furloughs. Be- 
tween two and three thousand have gone. 
Not over five hundred are left, altogether. 
Some of the poor fellows were not fit to go, 
though they insisted upon it, and must have 
suffered much while traveling. One case 
was especially pitiful. A man, I, should 
judge, of forty-five years, wasted away by 
chronic diarrhoea to almost a skeleton, un- 
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able to walk except with assistance, started 
for the western part of Ohio, without over- 
coat, blanket, or anything more than his 
usual clothing to protect him from the in- 
clemency of the weather. Seeing his con- 
dition, without Baying anything to him, I 
procured a blanket, and threw it over his 
shoulders. He was completely confounded, 
and for a long time could not realise that it 
was given him. 13ut after he understood 
it, you should have seen the look of grati- 
tude given me, though he said little, as be 
was choked by his emotions, lie went with 
the expectation of never returning, saying 
he was going home to die. To all ot the 
severe cases l gave Jamaica ginger to warm 
and strengthen them on their journey. 
Many hnd no covering for their sore feet, 
and those I supplied with good warm slippers. 

The hospital is now tu charge of Sur- 
geon James 0. Fisher, U. S. V., with Dr. 
Win. St. G- Elliott, as executive officer. 

November 12 , 1864 . 

This has been an unusually dull week 
iu camp, there being so few men remain- 
ing here; and a greater portion of them 
having received pay a few days since, needed 
very little, if any, help from the Commis- 
sion. * * * 

A good share of my time has been spent 
in Section A, attending to the claims oi the 
soldiers for back pay, bounties, &c. &c. 
Many of the men have families who are 
suffering, because their husbands and fa- 
thers cannot obtain the funds wherewith to 
support them. 

While conversing with Dr. Fisher, he 
recommended that woolen nightcaps be fur- 
nished the men, for this reason : the wards 
being ventilated through the root during 
the night, the cold wind blows on the heads 
of the men, and they, to protect themselves, 
wrap their bcd-clothes around their heads, 
which, of course, is very unhealthy, as they 
breathe confined air. 

Our agents in Section A report all things 
to be moving on as usual. The wards are 
gradually filling up, Section D in camp hav- 
ing been changed trom hospital to barracks, 
and all the men removed. * * * 

Blackberry wine or cordial is instanced 
as being ordered by surgeons for diarrhuia 
cases. 

THE HOME. 

The following is the report of “ Tho 
Home” for the week ending November 6, 
1864. 



Whole number admitted, . . 969 

“ “ Lodged, . . 2,070 

« « Meals, . . 6,547 

From the following States : — Maine, 109 ; 
New Hampshire, 73 ; Vermont, 20 ; Massa- 
chusetts, 123 ; llhode Island, 5 ; Con- 
necticut, 25 ; New York, 269 ; New Jersey, 
30 ; Pennsylvania, 196 ; Delaware, 2 ; 
Maryland, 9 ; Virginia, 3 ; Ohio, 17 ; Illi- 
nois, 3 ; Indiana, 3, Wisconsin, 61 ; Mich- 
igan, 21. 

On account of the great number of fur- 
loughed soldiers arriving at the Home 
during the past week, it was impossible to 
make a record of all their names, and at the 
same time take care of the baggage. Mr. 
Wood, the only one assisting, was kept 
busily employed all the time securing trans- 
portation for the feeble and wounded ones, 
and seeing to their getting on tho cars. 

The only names taken for four days, were 
those arriving in the cvcuing, when I had 
the assistance of Mr. Murray and others. 

All were allowed the privileges of the 
dining room, which was open from a quarter 
past five in the morning, till half-past eleven 
at night. In the eveuing, the most needy 
were provided with beds as far as they went, 
and the others the shelter of “The Home.” 
For the two nights that wo made no 
record, the number lodged was 859. Num- 
ber of meals given, 2,71)0; included in the 
report. 

BY OF.ORGE A. MILLER. 

The soldiers have been paid this week, 
and a great number sent home on f urloughs 
to vote. The anticipation and reeption of 
their pay; then the anticipation, and >n 
some casts, the reception of furloughs, has 
kept the men in good spirits the past week, 
so they have thought less than usual of their 
wants and troubles. 

The poor sick fellows seem to CDjoy hav- 
ing some one to talk with them, as much 
as almost anything that can be done for 
them. They love to tell their experience 
in the army, and in Dixie. Some of them 
have suffered everything but death, and 
are ready and willing to Buffer even that 
now for the salvation of the country. 

There is a house near Libby Prison oc- 
cupied by Union people. At certain times 
when the rebel officers were out of sight, a 
young lady would cheer the boys by wav- 
ing the Union flag in her chamber window. 
She was finally detected and imprisoned. 
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It is the opinion of ninny of our paroled 
men that there is a strong undcr-eurrretit 
of Union sentiment in the Sooth, which 
will show itself as soon as there is un op- 
portunity. 

The work of the Commission is going 
along as usual. Great things are not being 
done. But that is not the purpose of the 
Commission. It. is to supply those little 
things which Government does not. Those 
little things, however, are of great conse- 
quence to the soldier. Those tokeus of kiud- 
uess, coming right from the loved ones at 
home, have a mighty power to sustain and 
cheer the desponding heart of the noble | 
hero as he lies on his bed suffering from 
wounds or disease. 

BY H. WOOD. 

Report of the Home for the Wivesand Mothers 
of Soldiers, for the week ending November 
6th, 1864. 

’ | 

Whole number admitted, . . 19 

“ “ Lodged, . 143 

« “ Meals, . . 331 

BY EDMUND KLOTT. 

Report of the Hospital Department of the 
Home , Washington, D. V., for the week 
ending November 6th, 1864. 

Total number of patients admitted, 470 
Number of permanent patients, who 

stayed lor a day or louger, . 94 . 

Number of transient patients, . . 26 

“ “ wounds dressed, . . 350 

Total number as above, 470 

OUR PRISONERS. 

LETTER FROM Sl’ROEON O. L. PALMER. 

U. S. A. Gknkiial Hospital, Div. No. 2, I 
Annapolis, Mo., .You. 12, 1864. / 

Bev. J. A. Whitaker, 

fcupl. U. S. Sad. Com. 

Dear Sir : — I have the honor to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your kind favor of 
this date, tendering the aid of the Sanitary 
Commission, in the anticipation of the arrival 
of a large number of paroled prisoners, at 
this place. 1 have already made requisition 
upon the medical purveyor, commissary and 
quartermaster for supplies, which L believe 
will be enough to meet the emergency. But 
there are numerous articles of comfort, 
which soldiers generally purchase with their 



own money, and as these unfortunate prison- 
ers are always destitute of money, 1 know 
they will be glad to accept them from you ; 
and I shall he happy to facilitate their re- 
ceiving anything to make them comfortable 
and happy. They will want pens, ink. 
paper, envelopes, stamps, handkerchiefs, 
suspenders, towels, pocket knives, &c. I 
may need for extra dressing, some rags and 
shirts; and if the weather is very cold, I 
may uecd one or two hundred quilts, as 
these men require about double the clothing 
necessary for other sick men. I think 
some pickles will also lie needed. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I 
have received this day, and distributed, forty 
rocking chairs, purchased with the huudred 
dollars which you gave me for that purpose 
last Sabbath. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE REFORT OF J. B. 

ABBOTT, WASHINGTON, D. 0. 

For week ending November 12 , 1864 . 

I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the Special Relief work accom- 
plished under my charge, for week ending 
November 12, 1864. 

Number of pay accounts of dis- 
charged soldiers received for 
adjustment, ... 32 

Number of eases settled, . . 26 

Amount collected on the eases 

settled, .... $5,732 46 
Number of bounty cuscs taken, 6 

“ “ “ allowed, 3 

Amount collected on the bounty 

cases adjusted and allowed, . $275 00 
Number of claims of soldiers in 
General Hospital for back pay 
received, .... 28 

Number of claims adjusted, . 38 

Amount of back pay secured, .$2,730 09 
Number of elainis for the pay of 
soldiers who have becomo pris- 
oners of war, ... 13 

Number of claims allowed, . 5 

Amt. collected on eases allowed, $255 80 
Number of naval claims filed, 29 

“ “ “ allowed, 33 

Amount collected on claims, . $3,784 06 
Number of (tension claims filed, 27 

“ “ allowed, 1 

Number of claims for arrears of 

pay, Ac. filed at 2d Auditors, 2 

Number of claims allowed, . 1 

Amount collected on claims, . $104 33 
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Aggregate number of claims re- 
ceived and acted upon, . 131 

Aggregate number of claims com- 
pleted, . . . . 105 

Aggregate amount collected, 812,881 74 

CASII ACCOUNT. 

Cash on band, November 5, . 8*k> 00 

Expenditures, . . . 810 00 

Cash on band, November 12, . 849 80 

The work of the “ Homes and Lodges” 
is considerably larger than last week. 

Lodge No. 4 furnished lodgings to 
soldiers, . . . . .312 

Meals to soldiers, .... 1901 
Alexandria Lodge furnished lodgings 
to soldiers, .... . 53 

Meals to soldiers, .... 158 

Number of persons of admitted, Sixth 
street Lodge, .... 107 

Furnished food, coffee and stimulants 

to, 195 

Home at Baltimore has accommodated 

during the week, . . . 00 

Classified as follows, Soldiers, . . 40 

Soldiers’ friends, IS 
Refugees, . . 7 

Number of meals given, . . . 335 

Number of lodgings furnished, . 104 . 

At Lodge No. 4, Harrison Town, private ] 
Co. 0, 01st Kegt. N. Y. Vols., dieil very 
suddenly about 12 o'clock to-day. He had 
been home on furlough to vote, and was on 
his way back to the hospital, Mt. Pleasant. 
11c arrived at the Lodge about 10 A.M., 
and wished a place to lie down, complain- 
ing that he felt quite ill i be was made as 
comfortable as possible, and rested for an 
hour or so, when be began to grow worse. 

1 at once sent for a physician, but before 
he arrived, the poor fellow was dead. He 
was a fine looking soldier. His body 
was carried to Mt. l’leasaut hospital and 
deposited in the dead house there. Un- 
fortunately wo were unable to obtain the 
address of his frieuds from him before he 
died. I have taken measures, however, to 
ascertain their address. The cause of his 
death, the physician stated, was probably 
heart disease. * * * 

Mr. E, B. Cutler I sent yesterday to visit j 
some of the hospitals in New England, to ; 
make arrangements to aid the patients in 
collecting such arrears of pay as they may 
have due them. Mr. Browu will proceed 
next week to make similar arrangements at 
Buffalo, N. Y. 



RECORD OF VISITS MADE AT STANTON AND 
DOUGLAS HOSPITALS. 

BY MRS. M. A. C. 

Alba. 1, 18t)4. — To-day I have fairly 
commenced my winter work. Went this 
morning to Stanton Hospital, had a 
pleasant chat with the surgeon in charge, 
Ur. Wilson, who was willing to have 
me attend the hospital as “ Sanitary visi- 
tor.” He promised me his assistance in 
anything I might undertake, which would 
be of benefit to bis men ; he took me to the 
room of the ‘‘Sisters of Mercy,” who re- 
ceived me kindly, and expressed their plea- 
sure that the U. S. Sanitary Commission had 
appointed a regular visitor; wout entirely 
through the hospital to-day, including 
twelve wards ; fouud very lew men com- 
paratively. as all who are able huve been 
furloughed, in order that they may go to 
their respective States to vote. 

After taking note of the wants of the 
men, came home, resolved to do all in my 
power to administer to their needs, and to 
show them what the Sanitary Commission 
is, and what it is able and willing to do for 
them. 

Nov. 2. — This morning made out my 
requisition and went to the “ Office” 244 
F street, where it was approved by the 
Chief Clerk, then proceeded to the Store- 
house, hoping to find a goodly supply of the 
various articles on my list. But, alas 1 slip- 
pers, rags aud drawers were among the miss- 
ing. When will the people at home realize 
how much wo need these things, and send us 
ENOUGH? However, I filled my baskets 
with something anil started, and happy 
looked the men, and hearty were their 
greetings as I entered the wards, even 
though 1 was obliged to disappoint them in 
some of the things they bad asked for. 
After distributing my supplies, weut over 
to Douglas Hospital, directly opposite the 
Stautou, and had a talk with the Surgeon 
in charge there. He too, expressed bis 
willingness to help uie in luy work. Weut 
hastily over the hospital and fouud very few 
men, as in Stuuton. Took down the wants 
of these, and came home, feeling cheerful 
aud happy. 

Nov 3. — Went this morning to Doug 
las, with baskets filled with jellies, tobacco, 
pickles, suspenders, letter paper, envelopes, 
&c. As I was standing in one of the wards 
with my basket by my side, one fellow 
looked up aud said, “ I should like a pair of 
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those suspender*, Miss, how much is to 
pay?” 1 laughingly told him he was wel- 
come to a pair without paying for them. 
He looked as if he wondered tcho I could 
be, coming there with such a lot of things 
to give away. I immediately explained to 
him that the Sanitary Commission furnished 
these things, and that they were most hap- 
py to do it, and left him — I think far moro 
cheerlul and hopeful than when J found 
him, for bo then had the consciousness that 
there were some who, though, strangers 
cared foi him. In the afternoon called at 
8tanton, found them comfortuble. 

Nov. 4. — Have speut the day in much 
the same manner as previous ones. 

Nov. 5. — Have beeu with supplies to 
Douglas and Stanton hospitals. After dis- 
tributing clothing, and sundries in the bar- 
racks of the former, was walkintr through 
the main building looking for bed 170, lor ! 
whose occupant I had a woolen shirt. 
Meeting one of the “ Sisters,” I asked her 
to direct me to it. “What do you tcant of 
bed 170 ?” said she. I told her, when she 
turned to me uud said, “ You have no right 
to distribute clothing in the wards, Sister 
Superior says you are to leave nothing with 
the men excepting tobacco and letter pa- 
per.” On thiuking the matter over quietly 
at borne, 1 came to the conclusion that the 
“ Si>ten” had “ no right” to thus dictate 
to the Commission what they should give 
the soldiers, and what they should not, and 
wcut to the office and asked the Secretary 
what were his views. He thought as 1 did, 
and advised me to go to the Surgeon in 
charge, which I did, and came away well 
satisfied with the interview. He gave me 
authority to do us 1 pleased, to give the 
men anything 1 chose, excepting food and 
drink. So that cloud has passed and all is 
sunshine again. Hope I may not feel so 
unpleasantly any more about such a little 
thing, must learn to take the world as it 
comes. 

Nov. 6. — Dark, dreary and rainy. Have 
been unablo to make my hospital visits to- 
duy, on account of the rain. Feel as if a 
long time had elapsed since I have seen my 
poor Boldicr boys. Ah! what a pleasant 
feeling that I can daily, or almost daily be 
among these poor suffering ones, and be the 
means, through others, of making them, in 
a measure, forget their pains and trials. 
They are doing everything for ut, and shall 
ice not do all in our power for them. 

Nov. 8. — Still unpleasant, but I have 



been to Stanton, with baskets of reading 
matter, find that the men need more books 
than they can get. Hope the folks at home 
will not forget this, and will send us fresh 
supplies soon. Met one of the “ Sisters” in 
the Hall who told me that one of the boys 
was “ running down” for want of pure 
brandy. He bad been taking poor whiskey, 
and the Doctor had decided that he must 
have something much better than that, and 
she, poor woman, was feeling very badly 
about it, and asked me if 1 could help her. 
I thought of the Sanitary Storehouse, but 
no pure French brant ly could 1 see there. 
I thought of my money purse, no five or six 
dollars could 1 find there. What can 1 do? 
passed through my mind. I could sec of 
no way of getting anything, when it^flashed 
across my mind that i could go to the office 
for advice, where we poor visitors always 
, go, at least 1 do. So off I went and pre- 
sented my case to Mr. II , there. Be- 

fore I hud time to think, he asked the 
Chief Clerk to get me one of those bottles 
of French brandy, issued only on special 
occasions, like the present one. Soon i was 
on my way rejoicing, and I had the satis- 
faction of seeing that poor sick soldier’s 
face light up with joy, as he said, “ Ah ! 
that will make me live." Wish some one 
would send us a big case of this real brandy. 

Nov. 9. — Have been to both my hos- 
pitals to day, but carried very few things ; 
find shirts in great demand. 

Nov. 10. — Went to Stanton for a little 
while this morning, took dowu a few wants, 
but as a general tiling they arc pretty well 
supplied for the present. Called at Doug- 
las, and left an overcoat for a little boy, ten 
years of age, who hud his shoulder crushed 
by a horse lying upon it. He is a bright, 
intelligent little fellow, and well deserves 
our sympathy and help. 

Nov. 11. — Have been to Douglas, and 
distributed a few things, and taken down a 
few wants ; found plenty of errands to do 
for the soldiers. It is a great deal of work 
to do to go to all parts of the city so often, 
but I enjoy it, for 1 know I am doing good. 
Found one poor fellow nearly gone in con- 
sumption, 1 fear I shall not find him alive 
to-morrow ; 1 spoke some words of comfort 
to him, and did an errand for him for 
which he seemed very grateful. Did not 
get tyotnc until dark , felt tired, very happy 
and satisfied with my day’s work. 

Nov. 12. — Have visited both hospitals 
! to-day, aud distributed largely of sundries. 
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Found a few new men, some very sick. The 
man that was so low yesterday, is still alive; 
have been able, I trust, to give bim some 
comfort. I feel to-nigbt that the past week 
has been a pleasant and profitable one. 

BOSTON. 

Office or Kxkcptivi Committee, 

No. 76 Kingston .Street, 

Button , Oct. 20, 1864. 

The report concerning the Special Relief 
Service of the U. S Sanitary Commission, 
in this city, for the quarter ending Sept. 
30, 1864, exhibits the continually increas- 
ing scope and importance of the work, and 
its equally marked economical and humane 
results. 

Since its organization, April 1, 1*03. it 
hits received at its depot, No. 70 Kingston 
Street, 23,340 soldiers, to whom aid has 
been administered as follows : 

Furnished transportation, at Govern- 
ment rate, to ... 9.023 I 

Furnished transportation, paid by the 
Commission, .... 219 | 

Furnished transportation by U. S. 

Quartermaster, . . 934 j 

Furnished carriage within the city, 4,075 1 

Furnished special attendance to their 

homes, . . . . . 100 ' 

Furnished lodging, . . . 13,973 

Furnished meals (total number of 
meals, 34,440), . . . 17,222 I 

Furnished clothing (total number of 
garments, 1,100) . . . 550 

Furnished aid in arranging papers, 1*2 
Furnished aid in obtaining pay, 220 j 

F’uruished medical advice, . . (5*9 I 

Wounds dressed, .... 3,173 I 

Sent to hospital, .... 130 

Referred to Local Relief Associ- 
ations, . . . . . 40 

Re-enlisted, ..... 27 

Deaths, ..... 0 

Furnished Undertaker’s services, . 9 

In addition to the above, the Hospital- 
Car Service between New York and lloston 
has been sustained, affording transportation 
to 11,751 soldiers, and giving as the whole 
number of soldiers aided, to Sept. 30, 1804. 
34,991. 

The recipients are apportioned to respect- 
ive States as follows : 

Maine, 9,336; New Hampshire, 1,186; 
Vermont, 180; Massachusetts, 8,887 ; Con- 
necticut. 98 ; Rhode Island, 72 ; New York, 
207 ; New Jersey, 6; Pennsylvania, 46; 
Maryland, 6; District of Columbia, 102; 
Von. I. No. 27 54 




Ohio, 91; Kentucky, 14; Michigan, 10; 
Indiana, 10; Illinois, 26; Kansas, 7 ; Iowa, 
13; Minnesota, 31; Wisconsin, 24; Mis- 
souri, 12 ; Tennessee, 3 ; North Caroliua, 4 ; 
Louisiana, 6; Alabama, 4; Virginia, 2; 
Georgia, 2; Delaware, 1; California, 1; 
Mississippi, 1; Florida. 1; Arkansas, 1; 
U. S. Regulars, 971; U. S. Navy, 203; 
Veteran Reserve Corps, 535; Corps 
D'Afrique, 21 ; Rebel Army, 2. 

34,440 meals have been furnished to 
17.222 men, an average of two meals each. 

9,623 orders for transportation at Govern- 
ment rate have been issued, covering an 
aggregate of 1,299,935 miles of travel, and 
resulting in a saving to the soldier of 
811,440 86. 

Hack pay to the amount of 826,528 72 
has been collected. 

8437 16 has been loaned or given to 250 
men, an average of 81 75 each. Of this 
amount, 8165 78, or more than one-third 
has been returned. 

1,1(50 garments have been given to 550 
men, an average of two one-ninth each. 

The whole expenditure has been 827,902 



87, classified as follows: 

Rent and taxes, . . . 81,037 49 

Furnishing and repairs, . 2,829 27 

Salaries 3,74t 75 

Travelling expenses, . . 257 57 

Advertising, . . . 303 92 

Stationery and printing, . 1,179 80 

Postage, .... 36 00 

Telegrams, .... 6 (54 

Hospital stores, . . 370 (53 

Superintendent’s expense acct.* 15.220 41 
Miscellaneous, . . . 345 07 

Hospital-car service, . . 2,574 32 



The average cost per man of the service 
(including Hospital-Car Service) for suc- 
cessive quarterly periods since its organiza- 
tion, has been as follows : 



First quarter 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 



ending June 30, 1803, $2 35 
u Sept. 30. 1863, 1 28 

11 I)cc. 31,1163, 99 15-21 

“ March 31, 1864, 73 21-44 

“ June 30, 1864, 68 U-22 

" Sept. 30, 1864, 63 1-3 



The accompanying tabular statements ex- 
hibit the comparative results of the service, 
for successive quarterly periods, from the 
date of its organization to Sept. 30, 1864. 



* Clnanijtcntion of Super intend cut' a Erprntf Ac- 
count. — Transportation, $1,468 62: Travelling ex- 
pensei, $103 83; Meals, $11,566 51 ; Furniture. $70 
69: Fuel, $157 42; Washing. $778 14; Salaries, 
$273: Money loaned and given, $420 06; Postage, 
$23 03; Sundries, $612 92. 
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For a fuller exhibit of its character and 
details, reference is made to the Annual 
Report, copies of which may be obtained 
at the Office of the Committee. 

II. B. Rogers, 

James M. Barnard, 

John S. Blatchford, 

J. Huntington Wolcott, 

Executive Committee. 

Chari.es F. Mudoe, 

Superintendent. 

Statement, exhibiting the compar stive result* of the 
Special Relief Service of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, in Boston , J lose., for successive quarters , 
from the date of its organisation, April 1, 1864, 
to September 30, 1864. 



Quarterly Period* 
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3d quarter ending 
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5th quarter ending 
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6,681.37 1.04 7-8 
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6th quarter ending 










Sept. 30, 1864, 
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72 


6,8»7.28| .83 S-9 
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Statement, exhibiting the comparative results of the 
J/ospilal-Car Service, between New York and 
Boston, for successive quarters, from the date of 
its organization, November 2, 1863, to SejUembcr 
30, 1H64. 



Quarterly Period*. 
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lat two month*, ending Pec. 
31. 1SH3* 


1,473 


$1,064.33 


.70 1-2 


2d quarter, ending March 31, 

1884. 


3,435 


666 65 


.19 1-2 


3d quarter, ending Jane 30, 

1B«4. 


I 3,405 


373 86 


j .10 0-10 


4tb quarter, ending Sept. 30, 

1H6-4 


3,441 


486 79 


| .14 1-8 



Whole number transported, ll,?ol. 
Whole coni. $2,574 32. 

Arentge east jt^r man, 21 9-U*c. 



Whole number of Boldiers aided (includ- 
ing Hospital-Car Service) to Sept. 30, 1804, 
34.091. 

Whole expenditure, $27,902 87. 

Average cost per man, 79 2-8c. 

BY GEOROF. A. BLAKE. 

Nxw Obi saxs. October, 18U4. 

* * * Everything is working finely in 
this department. By request of Major 

» [Tlio Hospital-Car Service commenced Nor. 
2. 1 8113, and tbe cost for the two months, ending 
Hoc. 31, 1863, includes expenditure fur first outfit 
of cars.] 



General Granger 1 have sent a large sup- 
ply of stores to Fort Gaines, under charge 
ot our agent, Mr. Miller, anticipating a con- 
centration of troops in that region. I hope 
you will hear the announcement before ntauy 
weeks, that Mobile is ours. * * * 

The “ Home” is what it should be. Mr. 
Howes is a capital sufieriutendeut. * * * 

WOMAN'S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF 
RELIEF. 

OUR SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT — NO. I. 

To our Fellow-Workers : — Our usual 
semi-auuual report is now due. Although 
our annual report, with its detailed account 
of supplies and money received and distri- 
buted, will be submitted to you next spnug, 
as always, we do uot propose to publish our 
semi-annual report this year. There are 
several reasons for this. One is the expense 
of publishing ; another is, that the meeting 
which we held in this city on the llitb No- 
vember, and to which delegates from all 
our Soldiers’ Aid Societies were invited, 
assumed the form of a large public semi- 
auuual meeting, th*roports presented being 
uot ouly those oi our own Branch for the 
past six months, but of the work accom- 
plished duriug that time by the whole 8aui- 
tary Commission. Another reason, and per- 
haps the most poteut, for not publishing our 
usual six mouths’ report, is that heucclurth 
we are to have the privilege of addressing 
you directly, through the calamus, aud by 
every number of the Suuitary Commission 
Bulletin. 

We have often felt the want of some such 
medium of constant communication, hut the 
space of the New York city papers has al- 
ways been too valuable to admit anything 
of this kiud, aud we have therefore been 
limited almost outirely to the little we could 
say through the medium of letter writing. 

Our present plan is, by means of the 
Bulletin, to tell you what our work at the 
rooms hus been duriug the fortnight; where 
your supplies have been sent to ; what is 
most wanted. We propose to answer any 
questions of general interest we may receive 
from you ; to make suggestious for making 
your work more easy and more effective ; 
to give whatever we have of information or 
explanation about our work ; to say what we 
can, of encouragement and cheer ; to tell 
you where you and we have failed. We 
mean to speak very plainly about ourselves 
and yourselves, without flattery, without 
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fear of giving offence, — as one would speak, 
in all love and charity, to a tried friend, ] 
drawn very close by a common interest in a 
noble cause, working alongside of you year j 
‘in, and year out, undaunted either by the 
magnitude or the length of the task ahead, j 
Let us hope that our work may soon be 
over. Let us hope so, because when it ends 
the war will end. At no other time during 
thesi three and a half years — since we 
have known one another — has the prospect | 
been so bright for our country as now. Let 
us thank God that it is so And as we look | 
forward, and feel that we can almost see the 
gleam of returning peace, let us resolve that 
the short time we may still have to work 
together, shall be a season to be looked back j 
upon, through long years of prosperity and 
peace, as one marked by peculiar devotion 
to our cause, as one for which we shall have 
abundant reasnu to be thankful. 

Respectfully and sincerely yours, 

Louisa Lek Schuyler, 

Chairmiku Couimitteo on Corre*>poa<leuce. 
Kovembtr Oth, 1864. 



THE COMMISSION ABROAD. 

HANDSOME GIFT TO TIIE SANITARY COMMIS- i 

SION FROM HON. ROBERT J. WALKER. j 

The following letter to Collector Draper, 
of New York, expluins itself : 

Loaooa, No. 21 Cocasrua street, 1 
Oct. 22, 1864. / 

Dear Sir : — The Hon. Robert J. Walker 
lias authorized me to ship from London or 
Liverpool, to your care, for the United 
States Sanitary Commission, some thirteen 
or fourteen cases, containing most valuable 
pictures, etc. These pictures are a present j 
from Mr. Walker to the United States San- 
itary Commission. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

B. C. Fisher, 

Ag»»Dl U. S. Sanitary Comintmlon. 

To Hon. Simeon Draper, Collector, New York. 

The pictures presented by Governor j 
Walker to the Sanitary Commission are of , 
the most valuablo kiud, having been pro- i 
cured by him in his recent European tour, 
at a cost of over ten thousand dollars in 
gold. Of course the purpose must be to 
make these hue works of art produce as 
much as possible for the Commission, and 
that most efficient organization will know 
how to mako this large gift available for 
promoting the health and comfort of our 
noble army. — Washington Chronicle. 



THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMISSION. 

In the last number of the Bulletin, a 
few words on the “ Life of the Commission ” 
were presented to the reader. This was 
stated to be an idea, out of which has sprung 
a representative in the form of an organiza- 
tion; and like the celt which forms the 
nucleus of all life — it has been constantly 
reproducing itself in other organizations, 
which naturally, and by virtue of an inher- 
ent force, are coherent with the primal 
organism from which they came. The 
life-force in the original idea has produced 
a variety of forms of construction, all tend- 
ing to the same purpose, and auxiliary to 
the first, through the subordinate branches 
That these branches, which exist iu our chief 
cities, and their auxiliaries in the several 
counties of tho States, and iu almost every 
town in all the States not visited by the 
war, should all be impressed with the ulea 
of the Commission in the same way, is not 
to be supposed. 

In its purity, it knows nothing but the 
highest good to the entire army, embracing 
the complete scope of the work in all its 
departments of inspection, supply, relief, 
&c., with all the details of each. 

In its more limited sense, it compre- 
hends only a part of the great plan. In 
some localities, the people do not reach the 
farthest boundaries, or the deepest found- 
ations of the Commission's service, in their 
conceptions aud plans. They may only 
think of supplies to meet tho soldier’s wants 
in the emergencies of battle, not knowing 
that an inactive army, in the quiet routine 
of camp life, is really more an object for 
skilful care aud oversight, than an army in 
motion. In the fighting army, men are 
wounded and killed, and the quickest and 
commonest instincts of humanity arc all 
aroused to perform the ministries which 
are their own natural expression. In the 
long dreary days and nights of winter, how- 
ever, with frequent rains and snows, dull 
ennui' languishes about the camp fires, and 
in the smoky tents, so that the thought is 
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uppermost with the most thoughtful on 
this subject, how to give a healthy moral 
tone, anil thus preserve a vigorous physical 
life, to the hundreds of thousands who make 
up our armies. 

Min in hospital whoare dragging through 
lingering fevers, or resisting the exhausting 
influence of suppurating wounds, — nervous, 
irritable, and dissatisfied, claim a degree of 
personal care and moral support, which 
ordinary nurses, however faithful they may 
be in the mechanism of their work, are not 
able to supply. 

The Government does not issue a page 
of reading matter to the army, and the men 
cannot procure it, except it comes to them 
from outside sources. The effect of a few 
pages of cheerful reading upon a discour- 
aged patient, is sometimes a stimulant to his 
moral nature, just iu the sense that stimu- 
lating medicine revives the failing pulses • 
of his animal life. All these are questions 
which claim earnest thought and effort, 
that are not appreciated by all. 

In other places the idea of special relief 
in some of its varied forms attracts the 
people, and they lay hold of it as the grand 
centre around which they will gather their 
strength and make their contributions. In 
such instances, the organizations, while they 
may be complete in themselves, are not in 
harmony with the spirit and life of the 
Commission. Concentration in, and diffu- 
sion from a common centre is involved in 
the ideal of our working machinery. What- 
ever interrupts the concentric flow, disturbs 
the harmony and impairs the symmetry of 
the whole; and whatever confines the dis- 
tribution to sections, or to any limitation 
short of the entire army, is equally damag- 
ing to the completeness of the work. Organ- 
izations then, to agree with the idea of the 
Commission, must be based upon the same 
principle. Unity in existence, — concen- 
tration in effort, — equality in distribu- 
tion. 

The universal acceptance of the animus 
of the Commission, as the inspiration of all 



its auxiliary societies, may not yet be, in its 
full measure; but the time is at hand when 
the common sense, — the moral sense, — the 
religious sense— of the people, will accept 
the declaration as true, that they should 
acknowledge and practice the same idea, in 
the matter of their associated benefactions, 
as they do in their struggle for freedom and 
unity. That such is not universally the case 
now, is to be regret ted. That States should be 
clamorous for peculiar privileges for State sol- 
diers; that neighborhoods should be equally 
energetic for neighborhood soldiers, while 
the Nation is battling with a rebellion of 
State and neighborhood interests against 
national life and integrity, is an anomaly that 
illustrates, not the intentional disloyalty of 
i the people, but their ignorance of the spirit 
and magnitude of the issue at stake in the 
present contest. 

The organizations of the Commission 
then, should demonstrate to all minor and’ 
rival associations, the grand idea of unity in 
their joint labors. One centre, one treasury, 
one supervision, one purpose should mark 
the plan; aud when it shall be complete, and 
the necessity for its existence shall have 
ceased, history will make it one with the 
Government and with the cause for which 
the Government called it into being. 

The practical thought now suggests itself, 
that all local societies, all local interests, all 
homes, lodges, offices and officers, no matter 
where they may be, that arc working in this 
behalf, should contribute their strength to 
the central power, and draw as they may 
need, from it again, to refresh and replenish 
their own work. Such is the genius of the 
cause. If brauch associations, associate 
members, relief societies, church circles, 
social clubs, who work for the soldier, will 
lay aside local jealousies and hnrmouizc in 
one purpose, aud use one agency for the 
accomplishment of the unity of the Nation, 
they will be consistent in their subordinate 
action, with the high aim of the Govern- 
ment, in the general administration of its 
power in favor of union. 
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FROM NEW ORLEANS. 

BY GEO. A. BRAKE, M.I>. 

Steamer Cabawra, Nor. 2, 1804. 

I have endeavored to meet the wants of 
the soldiers on the Florida coast, and have 
forwarded to them thrice during the past 
six weeks, shipments of vegetables. Mr 
Stevens went in charge of the last lot, about 
one week ago, (fifty barrels onions and a 
general assortment of stores). Cheering re- 
ports of improvement in the health of the 
troops, come to me from every quarter. I 
send you by this mail, the New Orleans 
Times, coutaiuing correspondence from Bra- 
sos, which incidentally returns thanks to us 
for a supply of vegetables. I believe I have i 
tickled the palate of every soldier at every | 
post in the department, excepting Key j 
West and Tortugas, with that succulent and 
savory vegetable, the onion. And I was 
glad to learn through you, that Dr. New- 
berry intended to send me another load. 

I have bought no kraut for the troops, 
having fresh vegetables on hand until yester- 
day, when Lieutenant Colonel Clarke and 
the surgeon in charge of his regiment, 1st 
Michigan heavy artillery, formerly (ith 
Michigan infantry, stationed at Fort Mor- 
gan, made a strong appeal to me, as their 
men were suffering with scurvy ; and I 
purchased 3 barrels kraut, at $10 per bar- 
rel. 1 shall buy no more unless the call is 
very urgent, hoping soon to welcome an 
arrival from Louisville. I purchased before 
for $8 per barrel ; now the lowest price is 
$10, and two weeks ago sold for $25 per 
barrel, 40 gallons. 

I forward with thus, account of stock for 
3 1st ult. In view of the shipment I re- 
cently received, and the requisition I for- 
warded on the 14th ult., 1 will make no 
special request for stores by this letter; will 
simply say that the larger portion of socks 
that we have on hand are cotton, and the 
demand for woolen is constant. 

Mr. Stevens expected a tent with the hist 
shipment. As it is something I know 
nothing about, will let him acquaint you. 

FROM HILTON HEAD. 

BY L. O. BEEBE. 

Steamer Northern Light, ) 
Hilton Head, S. C., Nov. 13, 1864. ) 

Steamer Fulton leaves for New York to- 
morrow, bo 1 improve the opportunity to 
write. Arrived at the Head Tuesday morn- 
ing. Went down to Fort Pulaski last night, 



and ibis morning the “ Rebs" were trans- 
ferred to the “New York” and “Gov. 
Leary our boat being too large to go up 
the river. Now we are on our way back to 
lliltun Head, with instructions to clean 
ship, take on coal and await orders. * * * 

Col. Mulford said he didn’t kuow how 
long we would remain I saw Mr. Leggitl 
at the Head just a moment. He came on 
the “Crescent," reports all right with him. 
Have seen none of the others since we left 
Fortress Monroe. Shall write to l)r. Marsh 
at Beaufort, and undoubtedly sec him before 
my return. To-day 1 will go to Hilton 
Head and ascertain who is there. * * * » 

FROM BEAUFORT, 8. C. 

BY M. M. MARSH, M I). 

Sov. 9/A, 1864. 

It may not be uuinterestiug to you to 
hear from this department. 

In a military point of view, very little is 
transpiring. The couditiou of health, per- 
haps. as good as in any portion of this 
southern country, hut nowhere has the same 
degree prevailed, as in the three years siuce 
the occupation by our forces. Fevers and 
congestive chills, more feared thau fevers, 
prevail. Cold weather is our only certain 
remedy, and the mercury now stands at 
87°. These sands become cooled at evening, 
and the moisture elaborated in the form of 
vapor during the day, is deposited iu a 
| shower of rain at night ; thus rendering 
protection from atmospheric changes essen- 
I tial to health. And to this* waut of pro- 
tection, quite as much as to scarcity of 
food, may be attributed the mortality pre- 
vailing among our unfortunate men in the 
Confederate lines. 

PRISONERS. 

The efforts of the Commission in this de- 
partment at present, are directed almost 
exclusively to this class of men. You are 
aware, that early in July the Confederate 
authorities allowed us to seud to prisoners 
clothing and the coarser articles of food. 
And with hut a brief interruption, the way 
has becu opened aud widening to the extent 
of their limited means of transportation. 
We can assure you, that we believe the 
Confederate officials, here, desirous that 
supplies should reach the parties for whom 
they were designed, and to the extent of 
their ability have promoted this end ; the 
commissioner receipting for them and con- 
sidering himself personally accountable for 
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their delivery to whomever addressed. The 
gentlemanly demeanor of these officials has, 
if possible, increased our anxiety that peace 
may soou allow us to meet them as citizens 
of a common government. 

An acknowledgement is due, in this con- 
nection, to the zeal of our own officials, to 
mitigato the sufferings of the unfortunate 
in Confederate prisons. It is not enough 
to say, that every facility has been extended 
us to minister to these men, but it is only 
simple justice to remark, that had the 
General commanding, and all in any way 
connected with the transfer of supplies been 
moved by fraternal impulse, they could not 
have labored more assiduously and earnestly. 
When peace is restored, may a grateful 
country remember these men. General 
Foster has arranged to send a boat twice a 
week with supplies. The last two meetings 
have occurred in .Savannah river. The 
supplies sent during the past week, are 
annexed to indicate their nature and extent. 
3, (WO blankets, 520 hats, 1,020 shoes, 110 
coats, 107 vests, 2, 000 pants, 1,000 blouses, 
2,040 shirts, 2,040 drawers, 2,040 pairs 
socks, quantity stationery, quantity tin- 
ware, 1,005 overcoats. 0(50 pounds of army 
beef stock, coffee, milk, farina, and other 
hospital stores. 

A part of these were accumulated stores ; 
a part, as the hats and overcoats, purchased 
from the quartermaster through an order 
from General Foster. And here it is proper 
to remark, that this is the second time when 
the supplies ^ of the Commission having 
been exhausted, the General commanding, 
entering into the true spirit of its mission, 
has, by allowing the Commission to pur- 
chase at nominal prices, placed it, the 
prisoners, and through them the country, 
under obligation for his deep interest in 
the suffering soldier. 

The public mind, not recognizing the 
fact that a large portion of all prisoners nre 
quartered in the adjacent parts of the Con- 
federacy. and consequently when all our 
means are expended it is but a tithe to a 
man ; and further, that the arrangement 
between Lee aud Grant ia prospective, not 
actual, may become indifferent to the con- 
dition of these suffering patriots. A mo- 
ments reflection will show a claim for 
increased beueficence. What has been 
done, is not at all commensurate with the 
pressing necessities of these men, as their 
begging letters daily indicate. 

The Confederate authorities have opened 



wide the door, and we have the assurances 
of the recipients that the supplies are re- 
deived by them ; we have every facility in 
the discharge of our duties which the de- 
partment can furnish ; we ouly need sup- 
plies. 

VALUABLE LETTER TO DB. I. B. NEWBERRY. 

BY DR. A. N. READ. 

Branch Orrici, \ 
Chattanooga, A'or. 4, 1804. / 

After an absence of two months, I re- 
turned about the 1st of October to the work 
of the Commission. In Louisville, I called 
on the Assistant Surgeon-General, that I 
might ascertain where there was most need 
of the work of the Commission, and to ob- 
tain from him such aid and directions as he 
was pleased to give. He was cordial, spoke 
well of our work, and promised to write to 
Hr. L. I). Dristoe, Medical Inspector, on 
Gen. Sherman's staff, for the purpose of 
securing the necessary aid. 

Through the aid of Major General Thomas, 
I obtained pass and transportation to (Jen. 
Sherman, on the field. I rode to Chatta- 
nooga on hospital train, which was in good 
condition, cars and beds clean, and food 
abundant. There is daily change of the 
patients in the hospitals at Chattanooga, 
sending to Nashville, and receiving large 
numbers from Atlanta and intermediate 
posts. All the sick and wounded of the 
three armies are being brought from below 
as fast as possible. As there was a prospect 
of a general engagement with Hood's forces, 
I made every effort to secure a supply of 
such stores as would be needed, first having 
ascertained what could be furnished by the 
Medical Purveyor and Commissary. There 
is yet a probability that battles stores will 
soon be wanted, but at a point nearer Nash- 
ville than Chattanooga. 

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN. 

On the 18th I visited the hospitals on 
Lookout Mountain. They were in excel- 
lent condition. There were two hospitals. 
No. 3, in charge of Dr. Jackson, and the 
officer’s hospital in charge of Dr. Harlow. 
Doth contained 800 patients, — mortality 
for the last three months less than two per 
cent, a month. The atmosphere was pure, 
the water clean, sky clear, as if just washed, 
and tho forests of the mountain tops and 
sides gorgeous in their dying beauty. Many 
officers object to this location for a hospital — 
the top of a high mountain — but wood and 
water are so easily obtained, that fewer 
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teams are needed for the transportation ! 
there for 1,000 men than would suffice for 
the same number in the town, and the mor- 
tality is much less — partially due, no doubt, 
to the pure air and water, but principally 
to the fact that the worst cases are retained 
in town. This is especially true of No. 1, 
which has a much larger per ceutagc of 
deaths. This is the hospital nearest the 
railroad depot, and thus receives the worst 
cases. Those who must be moved on 
stretchers arc all sent there. One train 
alone brought from Atlanta 10 cases of am- 
putation, 2 of resection, and 28 of compound 
fracture. There were treated in this hos- 
pital in May last, 0,304 ; died, 100 ; in 
July, 1,597 ; died, 227 ; in August, 1,150 ; 
died, 129 ; in September, 1,000 ; died, 95 ; 
in October, 1,901 ; died, 50. This hos- 
pital is in charge of Surgeon John II. Phil- 
lips, and five assistants ; wood buildings in 
the south part of the town, on an elevation, 
near the river ; has 683 beds. 800 cubic 
feet of air space per bed. Has 4 stewards, 

1 1 ward masters, 08 male nurses, 8 female 
nurses, and 29 cooks, and more patients 
than the beds could accommodate. The 
wants of the hospital were vegetables aud 
clothing, especially clothing, for those who 
were brought from the front and hurried 
forward to Nashville. 

ATLANTA. 

The last of October I visited Atlanta. 
There were about 4,000 patients there iu 
hospital. These had received stores from 
the Commission, aud before Mr. Hood took 
charge of the transportation, 142 regiments 
and 25 batteries had received about three 
rations of fresh vegetables, mostly onions — 
the beginning of the large amount which 
you hud sent to supply all the army. The 
health of the troops in the field is improv- 
ing, and has been since they began to obtain 
green corn, berries, and sweet potatoes. So 
far as I have been able to ascertain, scurvy 
has nearly disappeared. 

Owing to the anticipated movements of 
our forces, I gave directions to break up 
our store-rooms aud office there and at 
Kingston as soon as tho sick were removed. 
Should a portion of the army go to Mobile 
or Savannah, l hope a boat load of stores 
will be sent them. Rev. J. C. Iloblit and 
D. A. Johnson I now expect will go with 
the army, to render such aid as they can — 
collect lists of casualties, and mark and 
locate the graves of those who fall. Mr. 



Bartlett and Mr. Brundrett have been to 
Huntsville and Athens, but did not open 
rooms, waiting further developments. 

We have iu Chattanooga, a good supply 
of vegetables, and but few other stores, more 
we hear are on the way, having received a 
telegram that twenty-five car loads would 
soon be sent from Nashville. Convalescents 
are arriving from the front in large num- 
bers. The first train brought down here, 
after the partial opening of the road to At- 
lanta, 488 in number, marched several 
miles over tho break in the road, not then 
closed up, and arrived in the evening. Fifty- 
six were sent to hospitals, the balance were 
quartered out without shelter, many with- 
out blankets. The captain in charge was 
not indifferent, but could find no better 
quarters. We went to his aid, gave the 
men a full supply of onions and crackers, 
and obtained shelter for them. As soon as 
the last one hud passed into the building, 
rain began to fall, and continued during 
the night. Since that night, I believe all 
who arrive are provided with shelter. We 
add to the hard bread and meat which they 
receive as rations, all the onions they want, 
and some crackers. 

nOSPITAL GARDENS. 

The vegetables grown in the Hospital 
gardens have been distributed, excepting 
green tomatoes, fall radishes, aud turnips. 
The green tomatoes are being made into 
pickles. My brother has hud machines 
mado for slicing them with onions, and so 
large is the supply, that the pickles thus 
made will pay for all that the Commission 
has expended for seeds, implements, and 
cultivating the garden. 

Soon after my arrival, I sent a note to 
Surgeon Jones, Post Medical Director, ask- 
ing information concerning the value of the 
garden to the hospitals, aud the propriety 
of continuing the work auotber year. I 
received the following testimonials.* 

Most of the surgeons who drew for their 
patients vegetables in the spring and early 
iu the summer, are now away on other duty. 
Could we hear from them, I have no daub; 
their testimony would be even stronger than 
these, as they received largely of the first 
fresh fruits after the deprivations of the 
winter. Wo are indebted to Major-Generals 
Thomas and Steedman for that aid and pro- 
tection which has enabled us to succeed. The 
design is to submit to them the question 

* To b* forwarded. 
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upon the testimony of the propriety of 
another effort. The pardon at Murfrees- 
boro' of 00 acres, in charge of John Han- 
neman, has boon a like success. The one 
cultivated at the Cumberland Hospital at 
Nashville, of 16 acres, was of essential ser- 
vice, and the surgeon in charge ask seed j 
and implements of the Commission sufficient 
to enable them to plant one much larger 
early next spring. 

As this hospital will be us permanent as 
the war. it seems to me very desirable that 
it should be furnished with a building suffi- 
ciently large for a chapel, library and 
writing room. 

I start for Nashville to-morrow, to look 
after the present aud prospective wants of 
the Army of the Cumberland, now gather- 
ing in the vicinity of General Hood’s forces. 

We have no difficulty now in obtaining 
transportation for stores, and all agents 
necessary for the work assigned us. 

Annapolis Jcsctius, D. S. A. Gas. Uos., I 
Aon. 1G, 1801. j 

Rev. J. A. Whitaker, 

Supt. Snotuiy Commission, kc. 

Silt : — Vour request bearing date Nov. 
12, 1K64, desiring to know the condition of 
this United States General Hospital for 
supplies in amount sufficient to meet any 
demand, that the arrival of a large number , 
of sick and wounded might require, is re- ' 
eoived. I am pleased to be able to state in j 
answer that at no time, within my know- 
ledge, has the hospital been in better con- 
dition for such an emergency, than at the 
present time. Roofs and furnaces have 
been put in thorough repair, and a most ex- 
cellent sanitary condition exists. I enclose 
herewith a list of articles belonging to the 
Commission now on hand, to this you can 
aid requisition for articles forwarded you 
under date of Nov. 15, 1864. * * * 

The attention of the Commission to our | 
wants at previous dates, and your present 
letter enquiring after our needs, require my | 
most earnest acknowledgements. 

And believe me, sir, very truly, 

Your obedient servant, 

C. Bacon, Jr., 

Assistant Sura. U. 8. A., iu charge. 

MEETING AT NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. ' 

The people of New Haven, assembled on 
Sunday evening, the 16th ult., in Old Cen- 
tre Church, to show their interest in the 
Sanitary Commission. The ordinary ser- 



vices in the several churches were omitted, * 
and pastors and people met together, in to- 
ken of their confidence in the cause which 
they have hitherto sustained so liberally, 
and of their determination to continue in 
the good work, so long as the demands of 
the army aud navy may be made upon the 
country for supplementary aid. The vener- 
able Dr. Bacon, pastor of the Centre Church, 
opened the meeting with appropriate religi- 
ous services, and as his earnest prayers 
ascended in behalf of our country, and all 
her interests ; of our soldiers and all their 
wants; of our Commission and all its la- 
bors, the multitude which crowded tjie 
grand old Church, seemed to be deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of the responsibility 
which rests upon all true lovers of the 
nation and the race, to renewed efforts and 
contributions in behalf of this cause. The 
congregation joined in singing, after which 
Dr. Bacon read an abstract of the report of 
the Ladies’ j! ranch, in New Haveu. 

Rev. J. J. Marks, Rev. F. W. Williams, 
Rev. A. Cather, and Dr. Jos. Parrish, all 
of whom have been actively engaged in the 
service of the Commission, addressed the 
meeting, and furnished numerous facts and 
incidents to illustrate its work. The meet- 
ing was a success, and the faithful women 
who have labored so long and so well in 
New Haven, were greatly encouraged by 
the generous support of the community iu 
this hearty interest in their work, and are 
now renewing their exertions to make the 
future even more marked by success than 
the past. The following extracts from their 
report will be read with interest: 

Early in the winter, the waste pieces both 
of our ilanncl aud cotton cuttings, were 
made iuto filling for eighty comfortables, — 
that much abused institution, the shoddy 
mill, enabling us in this case to make ex- 
cellent use of what would otherwise have 
been lost to us. This is worthy of mention 
as showing that no small amount of material 
had passed through our hands, also that it 
is our habit to gather up “ all the fragments 
that nothing be lost.” 
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Later, an argent demand was made for 
sheets and towels, when letters were sent to 
our auxiliaries asking their assistance in the 
purchase of material. They responded gen- 
erously — many sending double, and some 
three and fourfold the amount asked for. 
The material was purchased, and the fol- 
lowing articles made, washed, marked, and 
sent off, within the spaee of three weeks, 
viz : 1,000 sheets, 1,500 towels, and 1,G00 
handkerchiefs and napkins; and hy the 
close of another week, the number amounted 
to 1,232 sheets, 1,921 towels, and 2,099 
handkerchiefs. 

Thus passed our winter and early spring, 
when in May the telegram from Washing- 
ton, “send by express all the rags and 
bandages you have,” sent a thrill through 
our hearts, causing us to realize as we 
never before had done, the direful necessi- 
ties of the conflict raging at the “ front.” 
This message, with a request for material 
and help, read in the churches and pub- 
lished in the papers, brought to our rooms 
large quantities of old linen and cotton, and 
many earnest workers, who aided in prepar- 
ing them for the hands of the surgeon. 
Cusbious, pads, towels and handkerchiefs, 
together with all kinds of appliances for 
wounds, were gathered and made with great 
celerity, and all that busy hands and anxious 
hearts could do for the alleviation of our 
suffering brethren, was done, when tidings 
of the carnage of deadly combat in the 
Wilderness greeted our ears. Many touching 
evidences of sacrifice eainc to our knowledge, 
weeping mothers who had already offered 
up their sons, bringing their treasured gar- 
ments to swell the sacrifice, “ knowing,” as 
they said, '* that it would be what would 
have pleased them.” 

Heir-looms in the shape of linen spun 
aud woven a century ago (in one instance 
130 years) were brought in, and aged women 
who bad toiled for soldiers in the earlier 
perils of our country, used their waning 
euergics to swell the volume of contribu- 
tions for the exigencies of the hour. Of the 
linen seut us which had so long been house- 
hold treasure, we made towels and pillow 
cases with permanent inscriptions on each, 
giving its age, and by whom preserved and 
presented. It must be a pleasant thought 
for the soldier to dwell upon, in the weary 
hours of convalescence, that his comfort is 
deemed worthy of such sacrifice. 

As an example of the systematic effort 
by which the Auxiliary Societies contribute ! 



so largely to tbe efficiency of our central 
agency, we would speak of one in this con- 
nection, which repeats on a smaller scale, 
our own mode of organization. 

Eleven sub-societies, formed in as many 
districts of the town, collect donations of 
money and hospital supplies, and at weekly 
meetings, make into garments the material 
furnished by us to their General Society; 
the scale on which we purchase euabling 
us to supply them at better rates than they 
could obtain it elsewhere. These sub- 
societies report monthly their receipts, and 
the result of their labor to the General 
Society, which ultimately reports to us, and 
forwards to our rooms all supplies collected 
from the different districts. Various plans 
of subscription and taxation are resorted to 
for raisiug funds, and the success of these 
efforts is shown in the fact that within 
eight months, they have sent to our trea- 
sury, the sum of eight hundred aud sixty- 
seven dollars (8837), and twenty barrels and 
boxes of hospital supplies. 

In other emergencies we have made 
special appeals, which have been uniformly 
answered most satisfactorily. As the heat 
of summer strengthened and our brave 
soldiers toiling in tbe trenches fainted un- 
der its influences, a call came from their 
camps for fresh vegetables, fruits and anti- 
scorbutics of all kinds, not only for the sick 
but for the preservation of health and 
strength to those not yet compelled to sur- 
render to the influences of exposure, mala- 
ria, and insufficient diet. Our readers need 
not be reminded of the Fourth of July 
contribution, made by our children and 
youth who sacrificed their usual enjoyment 
iu explosives of all kinds, to Kiisc a fund 
for the purchase of these much needed sup- 
plies. The Executive Committee, conferring 
upon the propriety of making the suggestion 
and discussing its probable success, ven- 
tured the hope that “ as much as two hun- 
dred dollars might be realized in that way.” 
Our surprise aud gratification may be im- 
agined, when the sum in the aggregate 
amounted to seven hundred and thirty 
dollars and thirty two cents (8730 32) ! 

Our “cruse” has not failed us, aud we 
trust will not, but there is no disguising the 
fact that our abilities are cramped, aud our 
usefulness circumscribed by the necessity 
we are under of limiting our purchases by 
a scant treasury. The manufacturers are 
generous with us, deducting certain per- 
centage on their wholesale prices ; the ex- 
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press and transportation companies are 
obliging, and assist us all they can in their 
way ; the press are uniformly ready to lend 
us their columns to communicate with the 
public — but we need a fuller treasury, and 
means to oj>erate with more freely. 

The Fairs held in our large cities had net- 
ted such large amounts that many persons, 
not appreciating the magnitude of the work, 
regarded the sums inexhaustible, and seemed 
to consider their duty ended in that channel. 

While realizing fully that the field of 
work is sufficiently large to be occupied by 
both Commissions, we yet feel that the 
longer and more complete organization of 
the Sanitary Commission has given it ad- 
vantages for bcuefitting the soldiers, and 
that experience will prove to any who en- 
gage iu this work, that large expenditure is 
indispensable to accomplish the ends for 
which we labor. 



Copy of a letter sent to Mr*. B., Hospi- 
tal Visitor, by a friend of a soldier : 

Eagle, Nov. 2 d, 1804. 

Dear Madam At the request of my 

friend, Mr. I) , I will try and pen a few 

lines to you, to let you know that he ar- 
rived at our house one week ago last Friday. 
I think his journey was most too much for 
him, though he stood it much better than 
he expected ; we were surprised to see him, 
for we feared he would not live to return, 
lie is very thankful to thiuk his life has 
been spared, and truly he has great reason 
to be. His limb is better than it was when 
he left the hospital, though it gains very 
slowly ; the swelling kept going down in 
the foot, and. yesterday morning he had it 
opened just below the ankle joint ; it is 
very painful, but he bears his suffering 
without a murmur, I hardly think he would 
bear up under it if he had not an arm 
stronger than man’s to lean upon. He has 
spoken of writing to you a number of times, 
but be is so weak — it is too much of a task ; 
he can hardly say enough in your praise; 
he is truly thankful for the aid you ren- 
dered him. Sick and wounded, with no 
kind sister or loving mother to watch over 
him, he found a friend in you, though a 
stranger, and surely God's blessings will 
rest upon you for your kindness to him. 

And now. Mrs. B , perhaps you would 

like to know whnt we are doing to help the 
Sanitary. We have not been idle the past 
summer, have met once a week, and done 



what we could in furnishing bandages and 
lint, Ac.; have filled one firkin of butter 
and sent to the Soldier's Best in Buffalo. 

M rs. S , the president, has sent us work 

most of the time. We have been making 
pickles, and arc now drying apples. 

Mr. D , sends his best wishes to Mr. 

S , and kindest regards to you, hoping 

you are well, and that your life may be 
spared for many years to come. We all 
unite in sending our best wishes for your 
happiness. I am truly your friend, 

M B . 

Pike. Wyoming Co.. N. Y 



HEW YORK MEETING. 

Wo anticipate for next number of Bul- 
letin an official report of the Grand Coun- 
cil of Women from the different societies 
auxiliary to the New York Branch. It was 
a good meeting — large, spirited, cheering. 
The evening meeting at Cooper Union was 
addressed by Rev. F. N. Knapp, of Sani- 
tary Commission, Rev. Dr. Adams, of New 
York, Col. Hawkins, of Hast Tennessee, and 
Dr. Bellows. Professor Hitchcock presiding. 

The Council next morning was addressed 
by Dr. Bellows and A. M. Sperry, Relief 
Agent, from City Point, and by Mrs. Barker, 
Hospital Visitor, from Washington. A 
large number of delegates assembled from 
New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New 
Jersey, LoDg Island, and Massachusetts, and 
visitors were in attendance from other States. 
A basket full of reports was handed in, which 
required a committee to collate. Much 
good must result from such gatherings. 

REPORT FROM DUVALL’S BLUFF, ARKANSAS. 

BV BENJAMIN WOODWARD. 

October 31, 1864. 

Found that an invoice of vegetables and 
pickles, we sent from Memphis, had been 
received. Judge Bingham, the Ohio State 
Agent, and Mr. Moody, the Agent of the 
Western Sanitary Commission, bad sent a 
part of the supplies to Little Rock. They 
had given out a part to hospitals and regi- 
ments at this post, and retained the greater 
bulk of them for my orders. I had written 
Judge Bingham “that if he found them 
much needed here, to issue them on his 
own responsibility.” I find from his vouch- 
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ere, that his issues have been most judici- 
ous. There are 120 sick here in General 
Hospital, 50 in the Quartermaster’s Hos- ; 
pital, and a greater number in the different 
regiments. The surgeons acknowledge the 
benefits which they have received from 
Sanitary stores issued by the Western Sani- 
tary Commission. Some of these stores 
came from the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
as we had no agent on the ground. I talked 
with officers and men of the 3d Minnesota 
regiment. When the regiment arrived 
here in May last, it was 900 strong — now 
there are but 96 men fit for duty. 54 have 
died from disease. Scurvy, diarrhoea, and 
intermittent fevers have been the prevalent 
diseases, as they are in all commands here. 
These men say, that when vegetables or 
other supplies have been received here, 
“they have been issued by the Commissary 
Sergeant of the regiment, and that all the 
men have shared equally.” Patients in the 
hospitals, and men in all the regiments unite 
in the expression, “that they are fairly 
dealt by, and that though many have died, 
it has not been from neglect or misappro- 
, priation, but from actual destitution of sup- 
plies,” and “that they are satisfied that 
what few vegetables have been given out, 
have been the means of saving many lives.” 
Soldiers statements must always be taken 
with some grains of allowance, for they can- 
not always know what has been received, 
and though they may intend to be truthful, 
may bo mistaken ; but when they unite in 
saying “ they believe all has been done for 
them which it was possible to do,” we are 
bound to believe them. The demand for 
vegetables is imperative. The market prices 
for vegetables here are so fabulous, that no 
hospital can accumulate a fund sufficient to 
purchase them. Prices arc : potatoes, $20 
per barrel; pickled cabbage, $00 per barrel, 
or 30 to 35 cents per pound ; onions vary 
from 20 to 40 cents per pound ; butter, $1 
per pound ; cheese, 90 cents per pound ; 
common vinegar, 90 cents per gallon, and 
even at these prices aro scarcely to be had. 
Sometime the present season, Lieut. Col. 

, of the regiment, made a speech 

at , Michigan, before a meeting called 

in behalf of a Soldiers’ Aid Society, in 
which he stated “that his regiment had re- 
ceived nothing from the Sanitary Commis- 
sion.” Inquiries were sent here where the 
regiment has been quartered. The vouchers 
in the hands of the Western Sanitary Com- 
mission prove that the regiment has received 



large supplies during the time it has been 
here, and I took pains to find numbers of 
; men of the regiment. They all say the 
, Surgeon has issued them freely as soon 
as received, and they feel satisfied with 
the honesty of the issues. The vouchers 
are now on their way to the Aid Society 

at , with statement of the men who 

reside there. Thus one slander after 
another is nailed. One of those vouchers 
shows that at one time twenty barrels of 
potatoes, and a good general supply was 
issued to the regiment. 

The 9th Kansas Cavalry is here, and 
have many sick, but they have just arrived, 
and have not been within reach of sanitary 
supplies. Company L of this regiment is 
composed exclusively of Caw Indians. A 
finer body of men was never seen, and the 
officers of the regiment say they are the 
best and most reliable scouts, and most 
splendid horsemen. 

The Christian Commission has an agency 
here, under the care of Rev. Mr. Mattis, of 
St. Louis. They occupy two largo tents, 
filled with books and writing material. The 
soldiers speak in the most kindly terms of 
them and their work. The Sanitary Com- 
mission has in Captain Gombcrt, the Post 
Quartermaster, a warm and efficient friend, 
ready at all times to aid in every way in 
his power. I am indebted to him for per- 
sonal attentions, and the hospitalities of his 
table and quarters while here. 

1 would call attention to the need there 
is of a “ Soldier’s Home,” or “ Lodge,” at 
the Rluff. This is the point of ingress and 
egress of the army in Arkansas, and its 
base of supplies. All soldiers furloughed 
or discharged from the service stop here. 
There is no place even of shelter for them. 
Dr. Moody is very anxious that a home 
should be put in immediate operation, and 
if an agent of ours should be sent there, he 
could have the management of it. Winter is 
near, and if such an enterprise is thought 
best, no time should be lost. Accommoda- 
tions for one hundred men are needed. 



THE GENERALS AND VEGETABLES. 

Maj. Gen. Smith said, in a letter : — “ Tell 
the Commission that these men need vegeta- 
bles, lemons, Ac., more than even those in the 
hospitals, and I will send teams for anj-thing 
the Commission can give.” Generals Burn- 
side, Warren, and Hancock said the same. 
The officers of the ninth army corps head- 
quarters declined to receive their share, and 



Digitized by Goo gle 




800 



The Sanitary Commission Bulletin, 



said : “ Give them all to the men, they need 
them more than wo do.” After the distri- 
bution through the entire army, affording 
the men a ration of vegetables for ten days, 
the officers reported a marked improvement 
in their condition. General Grant has 
also given the most cordial co-operation and 
ordered increased facilities of transporta- 
tion. — Heo. If. If. Button. 
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J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretaiy. 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Win. H. Van Buren, M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stille. 



Digitized by Google 



The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 



861 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously! 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina. Florida 
and Louisiana, address 11 Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 1 ' 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana. Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee. Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky." 

In all coses the name, rank, company, and regi- 1 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, j 
and where he was when last heard from. If the J 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail ; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegrrfph. an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer's expense. 

Soldiers' Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the Bick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 

It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions being governed byn comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to .States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street. Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

DEPOTS OP DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. 8 Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

U 8. Sanitary Commission, Harper's Ferry, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Anuapolis, Md. 



U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 

IT. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. * 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, X C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to lime as necessities of the 
service require. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. GO Madison 
Street, Chicugo, III. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam's 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Lamed 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

“ Special Relief Office/’ No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay. Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“ The Horae,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria K. K , Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington. D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria U R., Alexandria, Va. 

** The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“ Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“ Soldiers' Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“ The Home,” New Orleans, La. 

“Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

“ Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

HOSPITAL CARS. 

Between Louisville and Chattanooga — Dr. J. 
P. Barnum, Surgeon in charge. 

8AXITARY STEAMER. 

James River — Elizabeth. 
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BRANCH, 

No. 744 Broadway, 
NEW YORK, 



me i 






ray ’ \ )v\^ TLEG &^av 



BRANCH, 

No. 19 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 



iPHILADE LP HTA 

Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 



The "Pamik»" Arm and Lm are now furnUhrd fur the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extract* from utlictal ieitera from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify umiurou* applicant*, 
who, >a the pant, have been led to believe that the/ mu»t accept au tafertor limb, or have no aid from Government. 

HCROttOK-GEXKKAI.'a OwiCI, 
Washington Citt, D V , Dec. 12, 1883. 

Sir : — The Board of Medical Officer* a*«embled in the City of Ptiiladelphla, for the purpose of examining the different 
model-* submitted to them for an Artificial Arm, having reported *••**••• 
I* OHMPUAPC1 WITH THB RBCOMMIRDATtOR or TIIK BOARD. WHEN A NOLDIRR MAT PRAIItK TO PCRrilAXK "TMR MOSS 
KLKOAXT AND RXPRXVIV* ARM OF pALMKft.” FIFTY I»>I.I.ABS WILL BB ALLOWED TOWARDS PATMRJIT PoR TIIT »AMK. 

By order of the Acting -Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U S A. 

8tT&ORON-GBXKKAL*tt OFFICE, 
WAaitmoToj* CtTT, D C., Sept 30, 1884. 

Sir:— In answer to yonr letter of the 1*t Inst., I am directed to Inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to exwuilue sample* and model* of Artificial Limb*, i* not designed 
to aup-eoede the recmirueudatlon of the former Board, no far a* REGARD* thr Limb-* m ax cr actckko BY TOO. 

Very respectfully, your obedient rorvaut, by order of the Snrgeon-Oueral, 

W. C. SPENCER, Aaalatant Surgeon U.8 A. 

To B FRANK. PALMER, LL.D , 744 Broadway, New York. 



The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 

The Best PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. 

The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT" ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 



Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the office# Address 

B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 

President imeWran Artificial Limb Co. 



ESTABLISHED i860. 



486 BROADWAY 441 BROOME ST. 



SEWING MACHINES 



OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SIOII AS TllE 

WIIEEI.EK & WILSON, 

C< ROVER & RAKER, 

w iLLcox a. emus, 

A. B. now E, 

SINGER AND OTHERS. 

TO RENT AND 



FOR SALE, 



At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 

gratis, at the 



N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 

Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 

V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 

486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 
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Adapted to every branch of business. 



MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

E, & T. FAIRBANKS & CO,, St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 

PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 

FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York, 

FAIRBANKS. & BROWN, No. 119 Milk Street, Bouton. 

FAIUBANKS, OHEENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Bake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 240 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. « 

Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address , on application to either of the above 



THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM COMPANY, 

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

OIBoo, 61 Oedar Stroot, Now Y orlx.. 

Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 

TRUSTEES: 

GEORGE P. BRADFORD. Esq., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER. Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. E. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 

To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than twenty productive wells, and in twelve others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, nt an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it ns a permnuent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can he obtained Bolely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent, on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 

JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 

So. 61 Cedar Street, Sew York. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

MORRIS 



FI k INLAND INMNCE 



COMPANY, 

COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 

COBITEB WALL Sc UsTJASSAATT STS. 



Authorized Capital, - $5,000,000. 

Cash Capital, paid in,- $200,000. 



This Company issues on the most favorable terms. Policies of Insurance, 

WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 

against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 

Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 



DIRECTORS. 



EDWARD ROWE, 
ALBERT G. LEE, 
GEORGE MfUV, 
J. C. MORRIS, 
ROBT BOWSE, 
EZRA ATE, 



JOHN D. BATES, 
PRED. H. BRADLEE, 
EDWARD C. BATES, 
WILLIAM MACKAY, 
BENJ. E. BATES, 

B. C. MORRIS, J*., 



JOSEPH MORRISON, 
PAN'L W. TELLER, 
HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
8. N. DERRICK, 
CHARLES HICKOX, 

N O. NIMS. 



B. C. MORRIS, President. 

WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
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The Sanitary Commission Bulletin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and a* 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other , of above. 14,000 copies , it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. , .. , 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor , at the office , 1307 Chestnut street , Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continence of the publication of the Bulletin is uncertain, depending on that of (he war and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission— the Standing Committee feels a certain degree <ff reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it — and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand , however , that some of their friends to whom ti is now sent gratuitously , ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strong, 08 WaU street, New York , or No 1307 Chestnut street , Philadelphia ,) wtU 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 



COME TO THE SOLDIER'S AID. 

mr MRS. E. G. D. POWELL. 

Como to tho “ Soldier's Aid," 

Mother and wife and maid. 

There's a soldier away at the South 
Whose lips have been pressed to your mouth. 
With mutual kisses and mutual vows. 

As father or son, a* brother or spouse, 

Who, lying now in his blood and dirt, 

Would weep with joy for a fresh clean shirt. 
O say, ’hall that bravo one fret and grieve 
When here is one, only wanting a sleeve, 

At tho rooms of the “ Soldier's Aid.” 

Come to the “ Soldier’s Aid," * 
Mother and wife and maid. 

On that soft pillow, a mother’s breast, 

A little hand was accustomed to rest; 

That self same hand, once so soft and white. 
Is lying now in a dreadful plight; 

Nothing is loft but tho palm and thumb. 
Which by turns is burning, aching, or numb; 
To add to his pain he has not a sling, 

But n kerchief almost reduced to a string, 
While here is an easy one, partly made, 

At tho rooms of the '* Soldier's Aid." 

• Come to the “ Soldier’s Aid," 

Mother and wife nnd maid. 

There’s a soldier “ learning to walk alone,’* 
With a crutch in place of a broken bone; 

Can gentle compassion and sympathy bear 
To hear this 8aa truth — the other is bare ! 
Wanting a slipper, aye, even a sock, 

When here in the room is plenty of stock, 
Waiting for fingers to mend or to make. 

0 come, for that suffering soldier’s sake, 

To the rooms of the ** Soldier's Aid." 

Come to the " Soldier’s Aid," 

Mother and wjfo and maid. 

On the same pillow at night with thine 
A noble head has been wont to recline, 



And dreams of beauty oft visited too, 

Like muteors glaneing through fields of blua. 
That heal and heart with its bnpoe and aims. 
That replied at once to our country's claims, 

Is tossing now in delirium wild, 

Pleading patriotism undefilod ; 

Mixing it all with kind thoughts of thee. 

Like the debris of a raging sea. 

The hospital wards are overrun 

With many a wounded husband and son; 

And not a cot or pillow is there 

For that tossing head in its wild despair. 

Here are feathers, and a yard of tick. 

With scissors, thread and needle; come quick 
To the rooms of the " Soldier’s Aid." 

Come to tho “Soldier’s Aid," 

Mother and wife and maid. 

For know that leg. that arm, and that bead, 

Is suffering now in our own limbs stead. 

List the ungarnished tnles of woe. 

As through the West tho guerillas go, 

And would they not scatter, and scathe, and pool, 
These Northern States with their iron heel, 

Wore there none to keep the insurgents baok 
From thoir work of death on their bloody txaok. 
They stand in the fore front's deadly fight, 

Thai we in quiet may sleop at night; 

O then gratefully, mother and maid, » 

Come to the rooms of the “ Soldier’s Aid." 
Come to the “Soldier’s Aid," 

Mother and wife and maid. 

There’s a sweet refrain to the terrible song, 

T<* the thunder of war that rolls along; 

Soft and sweet a* the tones of a lure, 

When the shocking canon and sholl are mute; 

A sweet refrain of a helping hand. 

That follows the war-shout over the land ; 
Dressing and nursing with oil and balm, 

Or soothing the spirit with prayer and psalm. 
Mother and maiden, sifter and wife, 

We may not join in this bitter strife, 
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Bui may flow into tbi» song of love. 

Taught from the uugele, bending above. 

At the ('otmmMgion'a side we uiay ntarni. 

They to bind up, we to make the band, 

At the rooms of the “Soldier’s Aid.'* 

Tome to the •* Soldier's Aid,” 

Mother and wife and maid. 

There is still another motive to press: 

To educe in our own hearts tenderness. 

Like Hi* who in agony blessed the thief, 

And sent the son to his mother's relief. 

If you bind the infant's limb or hand. 

From ail exertion by gyve or band, 

Will the bones grow liriu and the muscles swell, 
And the mind in a vigorous body dwell? 

Thus if no nets of goods are performed, 

Will not the spirit become deformed? 

Hence, would we grow in each Christian grace, 
Lot us seek the good Samaritan's place; 

Cherish all promptings to neighborly love, 

After the pattern of those above, 

Where can we do this, mother and maid, 

So well as wo can at the “ Soldier's Aid." 



Cornspanbriut. 

Atl.kta, Ga., Oel. 4, 1864. 

Dr. J. S. Newberry, 

Bee. Western Dept. U. 6 Ban. Com. 

Sir. — I think it due the agents of the 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, who have 
shared with us, the toil and hardships of 
the campaign, as well as to the people who 
have generously given each their gifts; 
while it is a personal pleasure to aekimwl 
edge the numerous obligations and favors 
which they have conferred upon our sick 
and wounded. 

At no period of my service (more than 
three years) has it been my fortune to see j 
the supplies which the Commission furnish, I 
so steadily provided for our hospitals, and 1 
so invariably on hand during and immedi- 
ately after an action. It is true, that regi- 
ments have not, to any great extent, been 
supplied with extra stores, but this could 
not be done with the limited transportation 
at command, besides which, I doubt the 
practical utility of such an attempt during 
a campaign. Since wo reached Atlanta, a 
large quantity of vegetables have been 
issued to the regiments, who were greatly 
iu need of them, and could obtain them 
from no other source. But in respect to the 
sick and wounded, of whom we had a large 
number, I believe that the Commission has 
done everything possible to alleviate their 
sufferings, working in the most direct and 
systematic way, through the Special Agent 
attached to each corps. If each one of these 
gentlemen did his work as faithfully and 
systematically as the one attached to our 
corps, (Rev. J. C. Hoblit,) certainly no 



more oould have been done, for the whole 
heart of the man is in his work. 

The work which these agents at the front 
have to do, is no small or easy job. Y on, 
accustomed to the regularity and method of 
secure civil railroads, have no idea of the 
crowd and haste, and weary watching lest 
the train should come or go when least ex- 
pected, which must be endured to get these 
supplies through to the field hospitals. Nor 
have you to dread louely rides to the rear, 
to hasten up supplies when the army has 
pushed ahead, in expectation of a battle, 
i most lonely because in dread of capture. 

Besides this, they furnish data of the 
sick, wounded, dead and missing, after 
every action, which at Chattanooga, Nash- 
ville, or Louisville, is to answer the inqui- 
j rics of hosts of anxious friends. I must 
; ask that people will, for tbcirown interests. 

| bear in mind that these records are reliable, 
obtained ou the field, and in field hospitals, 
often from the wounded themselves, their 
comrades, or the head-board of the soldier’s 
grave, and by men who understand their 
business, and are permitted to go where 
strangers are not permitted to come. It will 
save many weary hours of travel and 
anxiety, if the people will consult those re- 
cords, and take the advice of the men who 
have them in charge. 

Finally I wish to express to the members 
of the Commission with whom I have been 
brought in contact, my gratification at 
witnessing the reciprocal courtesy and cor- 
diality existing between them and the mem- 
bers of the Medical Department of the army, 
each rcoognizing the other as a co-laborer 
in the common cause of humanity. 

N. C. Bennett, 

Surgeon 17. 8- V., Medical Inspector 2Wh Army Corps. 

FROM REV. J. C. HOBLITT. 

BATTI.K-rtBLD HIM HP AOR5T. 

Atiahta, Ga., Ifov 10, 1864. 

The hospitals have all moved to the rear, 
as far back as Chattanooga. The last of 
the sick left to-day. All who were not fit for 
immediate and hard duty were sent a Say, and 
the remainder were ordered to be prepared 
for a fifty days campaign. We have given 
out every thing that would be of any ser- 
vice on the march. We had but little to 
send back to Chattanooga. The army will 
get a good supply of antiscorbutics as they 
march through the country. The men are 
I iu excellent spirits and health ; only a few 
| cases of scurvy. With the advice of Dr. 

' Read I Have decided to go with the army; 
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Mr. Johnson goes with me. We have at ' 
no time failed to have a representation with 
the troops in the field, and to give up now 
we cannot. 

It is true we can do nothing with stores, 
but never has there been a movement where j 
we could be of more service in the Hospital 
Directory Department than now. There ■ 
will be a long time of suspense and weary \ 
watching for Inters, but no letters will j 
come. Alter awhile Shermau and his noble 
army will be heard /rum. Mothers will 1 
then anxiously look for letters from their 
sons, and wives from their husbands, but 
there are many mothers and wives and 
friends who will be doomed to disappoint- 
ment; no letters will come from their sol- 
dier fricuds. After waiting a reasonable 
length of time for letters, they will make 
inquiry at our Hospital Directory at Louis- 
ville, and it is my object, having gathered 
a complete list of the deaths, casualties and 
missiug ou the campaign, to be able to re- 
port to you, so that Mr. Holbrook can 
answer the multitude of anxious ones who 
may crowd his office. 

I know what I am undertaking. It is 
no easy or small enterprise. There will be 
much to be endured iu such a winter cam- 
paign as this will be, and yet I am not will- 
ing, while this work is entrusted to my 
care, to let the interests of the Commission 
suffer, or fail to serve the cause of human- 
ity, simply that I may have ease and com- 
fort. 1 am well prepared for the march, 
and before this reaches you, we will be 
fairly on our way, somewhere. There is not 
not a doubt but Gen. Sherman is about en- 
tering upon the boldest and most glorious ! 
campaign of the war; if not burning his ships 
behind him, at leastdestroyinghiscominuni- 
cations. W hen we come again to the world I 
without, and have communication with you, 

I will hasten to make my report for the 
benefit of multitudes of inquiring friends 
after soldiers in the Army of Georgia. 

The lust train of cars leaving Atlanta for 
the North will carry this letter to you. 
Hoping to see you early in January, 1 bid 
you, farewell. 

REPORT FROM LITTLE ROOK, ARKANSAS. 

BY BENJAMIN WOODWARD. 

Nov. 2, 1664. 

To Dr. J. S. Newberry, 

Aiko. Bee., Louinville, Kj. 

Arrived here on the night of the thirty- 
first ult. Met Dr. Wyeth, Ageut Western 



Sanitary Commission, lie has received all 
the g'H>ds forwarded to his care from Duvall's 
Bluff, in good order, except the loss of a 
barrel of onions, brukeu open and contents 
stolen. The Western Sanitary Commission 
has had an agency hero since September, 
1H63. During the time, the hospitals have 
been moderately well supplied ; and the issue 
books and vouchers show that all the regi- 
ments within reach here, shared in the dis- 
tribution. Surgeon Weeks, so well and 
favorably known in Louisville, is the chief 
of hospitals for the department of Little 
Kock. He is the warm friend of Sanitary 
Commissions, and speaks decidedly of the 
benefits which they have conferred upon the 
army. He furnished me the statistics of 
the sick within his department ; which, at 
the last weekly report, amounted to 8,274 
infantry, and 1,585 cavalry. It is not 
proper to state where most of the sick are, 
for at some posts the number is greater 
than that of the jrelt. I could not get to 
Pine Bluff, the Arkansas river being too 
low for even the smallest boats. Last week’s 
report from that post, showed 780 in hos- 
pitals, and a mufh larger number in hos- 
pital quarters. The last official report from 
Fort Smith was for August 27, there were 
then 476 white, and 186 colored soldiers in 
hospitals, and entirely destitute of 

VEGETABLES. 

Scurvy, diarrhoea, and malarious fevers are 
the predominant diseases through the State. 
It is impossible to overestimate the import- 
ance of sending vegetables to this depart- 
ment. There is no post that has suffered 
us much from scurvy as Pine Bluff, very 
few vegetables having reached that point. 
The hospitals at Little Bock have an 
arrangement with the Agentof the Western 
Sanitary Commission, by which they are 
well supplied with all that is needed so far 
as their hospital fund will go. The mode 
is this : at the end of each month the fund, 
with an invoice of what is needed, is put 
into the hands of the Sanitary Commission 
agent. He sends to St. Louis, and expends 
the fund in that market. 

GOVERNMENT TRANSPORTATION. 

The government provides all the transpor- 
tation, so that the articles are delivered in 
Little Rock for just what they cost in St. 
Louis ; making a saving of over three hun- 
dred per ceut. I took especial pains to 
examine into the working of the system, 
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and a > well does it work, that I earnestly 
recommend a trial of it by hospitals at other 
points, distant from good and cheap markets 
This arrangement leaves the Sanitary Com- 
mission free to expend its energies ou the 
troops in regiments, which are the great 
aonrees of disease. We have now at Little 
Rock 100 barrels of onions and cabbage, 
pickles and crackers, and 24 boxesof codGsh, 
milk, syrups, sugar, Sc., which is destined for 
Pi ue Bluff. A dispatch was sent to the 
commander of the post, and he answered it, 
saying, “ I will send a train of ten wagons 
and an ample guard, on Friday, the 4th 
iust., to bring the stores to the Bluff ” l)r. 
Wyeth will go with the train, and see to the 
proper distribution, and will report to me 
on his return. 1 cannot too strongly urge 
the appointment of an agent to this iicld ; 
who should be stationed at Duvall's Bluff, 
and whose duty it should be to go with all 
stores to the points where they arc to be 
sent, and see to their proper distribution. 
An active, prudent man, could work in 
harmony with Dr. -Moody, of Duvall’s Bluff, 
and Dr. Wyeth at Little Bock, the agents 
of the Western Commission. These geutlc- 
men arc the only agents on this wide field, 
assisted by detailed men. 

VEGETABLES WANTED. 

Wherever I go, the surgeons say, “Send 
us all the vegetables possible. The men in 
the field must have them or die ; but do not 
send pickled potatoes, they are a waste of 
money. And send no canned fruits, send 
them dried.” Milk intended for this part 
ol the country, should be put up four or six 
boxes in one large box, and no label on the 
box to designate what is in it; for the 
temptation to steal is so great, that even 
when it is sent as medical stores to the pur- 
veyors, it may be broken. 

GENERAL F. STEELE. 

I called on General F. Steele to thank 
him lor the facilities granted. He remarked, 
“ The obligation is on my side. Had it not 
been for the Sanitary Commission at Vicks- 
burg, our army would have suffered much 
more than it did. We found the agents of 
the Commission and their stores, always on 
hand when most wanted, and duriug my 
campaign in this State my army could not 
have existed without them ; for they fed 
and took care of the sick, and cheered and 
eomforted the well, and I always feel when 
I meet Sanitary ageots, that they are my 



personal friends.” - On the 4th of October 
General Steele issued his general order No. 
242, a copy of which I enclose ; giving 
every facility to the agents of different Com- 
missions. 

ILLINOIS STATE AGENTS. 

It has been claimed that the Illinois State 
agency has to a groat extent, supplied the 
wants of this department; and that Colonel 
Hobb, the Illinois State Agent, has aeted as 
forwarding agent for the Western Sanitary 
Commission. I have made every inquiry 
in my power of ngcuts, surgeons, and quarter- 
masters, and can find no evidence of a dol- 
lar’s worth having come from those sources, 
except one box in April last, directed to the 
26th Illinois Volunteers; which was not, 
and had not then been in this field. I was 
told at Memphis “ the Col. kept this part 
of the army supplied.” I have made my 
reports from this trip, lengthy, perhaps too 
much so, but I wished to give as many (acts 
as possible, io order that you may as fully 
as possible, understand the field. 

FROM FORT SCOTT. 

BY J. R. BROWN. 

November 7, ! 804 

I have just come into this Post from 
Mound City, where we have over one hun- 
dred wounded men whom I helped to pick 
up on the battle-field near that place. 
There, as at Westport, I had with me 
sanitary stores first on hand, and I assure 
you that your Commission was duly credited 
for what was done for the suffering wounded 
soldiers. I have been 'with the Medical 
Director and his corps until my supplies 
were exhausted, and I was obliged to re- 
turn to Leavenworth for a supply, which I 
hud to buy, mainly on account of shipments 
from Chicago being delayed. I have been 
furnished with as many ambulances as I 
wished to carry hospital stores to points 
where the wounded could be gathered and 
cared for ; and now as tho army has gone 
too far South for me to reach them, 1 am 
desired to take charge of a train of ambu- 
lances conveying the wounded up to Leaven- 
worth, as they are able to be moved. I 
find over two hundred sick aud wounded in 
this hospital, a train having just come in 
from Ncwtonia with wounded. 

F rom present appearances all the hospi- 
tals in Kansas will be filled for the winter, 
and I shall have all that I can do. My 
health is good, aud I am just where I liko 
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to work. I have had no hotter bod than 1 
could make on the ground or in nil ambu- 
lance, siuee Price’* raid reached Westport, 
and I never slept sweeter or worked harder. 

Price’s raid cost many valuable lives, and 
caused much suffering, but the noble man- 
ner in which he was met at the border of 
Kansas and followed on that border be- 
yond the State, has saved our people, and 
done great credit to our military forces. 

My freedmeu and refugee work will now 
be mainly done by others, as you proposed, 
and I shall not be compelled to neglect my 
sanitary work. 

Will you write me often ? 

FROM MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 

BY BKNJ. WOODWARD. 

Noe. I Or A, 1864. 

After a long, tedious trip, I arrived here 
from Little Hock, to-day. Enclosed 1 send 
ou results in the form of reports. It has 
cen an expensive trip, but I made it as lit- 
tle so as possible. I send you an account of 
money expended. You will find two items 
of wine and food for sick soldiers. The cir- 
cumstances were these. When we arrived at 
the mouth of White River, a lot of very 
sick men were put on board to come to hos- 
pitals at this city. They were in charge of 
Assistant 8urgeon Curtis, of the 96th Illi- 
nois Volunteers Nothing was provided for 
them but army rations, which they could 
not eat. I consulted with Dr. Curtis as to 
what was best, and then went to the steward 
of the boat, and had farina cooked with 
milk, and good soups made for them. He 
charged me only the cost of the articles. I 
got wine from the bar for some. I think 
some of them would not have lived to get 
here, had it not been for this aid. I do not 
know that under the “rales” this can be 
allowed me, if not I am willing to pay the 
whole ; were I again situated in the same 
circumstances, I should do the same. It 
was a clear case of men perishing for want 
of food. I shall go to Vicksburg in a few 
days. Mr. D. B. Carpenter, will start in a 
few days for Duvall’s Bluff and Little 
Rock, with a good invoice received here by 
the ill fated Dunlcith. I think him just 
the man for that field. 

LETTER FROM ORPHEUS EVERTS, SUR- 
G EON-IN CHIEF, 3i> DIV. 2d CORPS. 

IIkadodartsks, 3d Div., 2p Coups, 1 
November 23, 1864. j 

War, as manifested upon the plane of 
political organizations, whether it be waged 



for conquest or in defence of established 
privileges, is, in the abstract, but a violent 
manifestation of selfishness. The act of 
war, in its influence upon individuals en- 
gaged developes all the inherent love of self, 
which society, home, and civilization con- 
strain, and which regeneration displaces 
with a higher love. From the Major Gene- 
ral, jealous of his stars, and too often con- 
scious of the fiction through which they 
were obtained down to the pitiable private, 
who has mutilated his own body to escape 
from danger, which is more dreadful to him 
than a life of secret shame, we throw to the 
surface like a shell all the selfishness of our 
nature, and wear it just underneath our 
uniform. Nor is war in its influences con- 
fined to the armies in the field. Politicians, 
contractors, speculators, all classes of com- 
munity are pervaded with various mani- 
festations of the same results. 

But as nature and the plane of the senses 
constitute the basis and highway of the 
spirit's progress to higher life, and what 
seems to us so terrible, death, is but sepa- 
ration from these ; so war externally, and 
a state of combats internally, with peace, 
rest, ns their object and ultimate m, consti- 
tute the normal condition of man here: and 
war, with all its horrors, cruelties, and 
manifestations of the evils of man’s nature 
is closely allied to, and brings into active 
relations the highest virtues. 

To say nothing of individual acts — the 
special heroisms — the martyi-like devotion 
of rare men, whose deeds reward themselves, 
without promotion, or worldly recognition, 
what a great compliment to this war has 
been the great redeeming feature of our 
people, the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 
In an age of political corruption — of false- 
hood aud pretence — in a land where “shod- 
dy ” seems to reign supreme, and selfish- 
ness is revelling in boundless lust, we find 
these are but the superficcs, the thin rind 
of the fruit, and underneath are patriotism, 
benevolence, and Christian charity. 

Three years and a half constantly in the 
field in close contact with ail the evils which 
war deveiopes and puts in active operation, 
the knowledge of this great fact, that whole 
communities, from one end of the land to 
the other, had organized themselves, with- 
out regard to sect, or church, or localitv, 
into a great family, alike in blond and in 
affection; st Hiding to the soldiers in the 
field without distinction of State or regi- 
ment, us brothers and staters, fathers and 
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mothers, bestowing with the same liberal 
hands gifts of comfort and of healing to 
all, has been to me a constant inspiration ; 
and has done more to redeem the age, and 
our people from the appearance of utter sel- | 
fishness aud greed than all other manifest- 
ations combined. It cannot be possible that 
the Commission needs testimony of its use- 
fulness at this day. When truth requires 
a witness, and ehurity a trumpeter; when 
mercy and love are matters of doubtful virtue ; 
when faith wears the garments of denial, 
and asks impertinently if there is a God ; 
one might expect to hear a question raised 
respecting the propriety and usefulness of 
the Sanitary Commission : not otherwise. 

Nor does the need, the unmistakable de- 
mand for this institution reflect the least 
discredit upon the Government. The Gov- 
ernment performs its functions toward the 
army well. But unless the Government 
created an additional department and adopt- 
ed the Sanitary Commission with its peculiar 
features as a part of itself, it could not sup- 
ply the place of the Commission by any 
possibility. Convert the Commission from 
a spontaneons benevolence to a governmental \ 
machine, aud it would lose the essential 
essence of its virtue: the relation which it 
occupies toward both people, home, kin- I 
dred, and the suffering soldier, far away, at 
a moment when all his nature is yearning 
from its depths toward that heaven with 
inexpressible need ! It would be as differ- 
ent as compulsion is different from voli- 
tion — as different as obligation is different 
from love — as different as the ministration 
of a paid and professional priest to the soul : 
of the dying is different from the ministra- j 
tion of augels sent from the throne of the 
everlasting Father. The men, too, whom 
the Commission has placed in the field, so 
far as my observation extends, arc worthy 
of it — among whom none are more worthy 
than the field agent of this corps, Mr. Hol- 
brook, of Keene, N. II. Everybody knows ; 
“ U ncle John,” who needs no praise. These 
men come nearest me now, and so [ men- 
tion their names. And now, to the good | 
people at “ home ” let me say, and let my 
voice be the voice of experience and con- 
scientious observation from the beginning 
of the war, through every campaign of the 
Army of the Potomac, bearing witness from 
every battle-field, let not your exertions in 
hehul/ of the Sanitary Commission be re- 
laxed for one moment until the end is peace, 
declared in triumph through the land. 



BLABBERS. 

It has always been the policy of the U. 
8. Sanitary Commissson to conduct its vast 
business with reference to the great respon- 
sibility imposed upon it by a generous and 
confiding people. Conscious of its integrity 
of purpose, and of its accuracy, even in the 
smaller details of business, it has not often 
taken time to notice complaints that may 
have been made concerning its member# 
and its management, unless they have been 
direct and tangible. Jealousy, rivalry, preju- 
dice, disloyalty, have each and all of them 
contributed their portion of abuse and in- 
vective, and hitherto they have been allowed 
to pass with but little, if any thought or 
notice. Under the garb of sincerity, and 
with the appearance of earnest concern for 
the welfare of soldiers, some people have 
allowed themselves to do the smallest things 
that humanity is capable of, in order that 
they may divert the interests of societies or 
communities, away from the channel opened 
by the Commission between the people and 
the army. A remarkable feature in the 
opposition to the Commission, has been its 
covert character. But few, if any, have 
had the courage to make an open assault 
upon it, while very many have found means 
to insinuate that evils exist, and to allow 
false statements to be received as true, for 
the apparent purpose of gratifying some 
jealous fear or unfounded suspicion. 

We believe that if the Commission con- 
ducts its business on false business princi- 
ples, if it distributes its supplies wastefully, 
if it pays its agents extravagantly, if it is 
an unfaithful or an unwise steward of the 
henefactious of the people, the people ought 
to know it; and those who believe it, ought 
to be honest enough with themselves and 
the truth, considerate enough of the public 
good aud the good of the army, loyal enough 
to the government which has authorised and 
encouraged this work, to undeceive a trust- 
ing public, whose proud privilege it has 
been to do as a nation never before did, with 
its resources in a time of war. They should 
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do it, not by presenting partial statements 
to suit a purpose; not by uttering in private, 
for facts, what they are afraid to say in 
public ; not by appealing to morbid sym- 
pathies, and encouraging groundless fears ; 
but by an open, face to face, Christian 
appeal ; just as we appeal to the moral sense 
of the community against gambling, drunk- 
enness, dishonesty in trade, extravagance in 
living, and everything else that deteriorates 
manhood and enervates society. Let such 
a course be pursued. Wc give below some 
correspondence, which will explain the 
reason for the foregoing remarks. 

New York, November 20, 1864. 

Rkv. ITknry W. Bellows, 

President U. S. Sanitary Commimion. 

My Dear Sir: — In conversation with 
Mr. J. C. II. this morning, he informed 
me that there were reports of the grevest 
character afloat, affecting some member of 
the Sanitary Commission, which were hush- 
ed up for .fear of their effect on the public. 
He said that he knew the person, but would 
not disclose his name. I inferred, though 
he did not so state, that the charge was of 
pecuniary delinquency. 

I know that it has been always the prac- 
tice of tbe Commission to examine thorough- 
ly into all charges brought against any per- 
son connected with it, and I trust that you 
will demand an explanation in this matter. 
Very truly yours, 

G G . 

New York, November 21, 1864. 

J. C. H , Esq. 

Dear Sir : — The enclosed note explains 
itself. Will you permit me to ask the name 
of the person referred to in your conversa- 
tion with Mr. G., and the nat ure of the grave 
charges brought against fiim ? Being wholly 
ignorant ourselves of tho report referred to, 
it is very necessary that wc should be able 
to meet tbe slanderous rumor with all the 
directness possible. As the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission has always invited the closest 
scrutiny into its pecuniary affairs, it seeks 
to confront any accuser who dares to impugn 
the integrity of any member of the Board. 
I cannot doubt your friendly desire to afford 
us any light'you possess, or can throw upon 
a subject of so much importance. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Henry W. Bellows, 

President. 



Nbw York, November 22, 1864. 

| Sir:— Your note of yesterday, enclosing 
a note addressed to you by Mr. G. G., has 
i just reached me. In auswer to it, I inform 
you, that I regard what passed, as being in 
a private conversation with a person with 
whom I had an intimacy, and that I cer- 
tainly did not intend what I said should go 
any farther. Second, that the report alluded 
to by me did not refer to any instance or 
charge of "pecuniary delinquency,” cither 
by the Sanitary Commission as a body, or 
by any member of it. This was merely, as 
Mr. G. states in his note to you, “inferred” 
by him. Your obedient servant. 

J C. 11— 

R«v. Hfxrt W. BitU.nwa, 

President of the Snaltarj Oorathi«*ion, 

823 Broad way, Wew York. 

New York, Nov. 23, 1864. 

( J C. H , Esq., 

Sir: — I have been shown your reply to 
Dr. BellowS’ note in reference to the con- 
versation which passed between us at the 
1 Astor House. 

On a little reflection I think you will 
; admit that a charge affecting the official 
j character of men with whom I am associ- 
| ated, is one that I cannot consider as con- 
fidential, I did not uudci*tand you to make 
it, ami I certainly should not have received it 
i as such. 

The information was volunteered by you. 
You asked me if I had hoard the charges 
against the Sanitary Commission, and on 
I my reply in the negative, stated that there 
[ were grave ones, affecting the character of 
j one of its members, which were hushed up 
for fear of their effect on the public. You 
refused to give his name indeed, but your 
j remark that the charges did not concern 
| any one that you or I were specially inter- 
ested in, in no degree assured my mind, for 
I have a deep interest in the character and 
conduct of the Commission itself, as well as 
in the fair fame of its members. It is these 
anonymous slanders that associations and 
individuals have to dread. It iR the whis- 
i pered insinuation, for which no one is re- 
sponsible. and the point of which is intangi- 
ble, that ruins reputation and thwarts 
worthy objects. This is not the first time 
that the Commission has had to demand 
I specified charges and avowed names, and 
| has failed to get them When you informed 
me of those rumors, I wrote at once to the 
I President of the Commission to demand an 
I investigation, as it was my duty to do. As 
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he has invited it. and you do not sec fit to 
further it, I can only coficludo that these 
charges have no better foundation than the 
others. 

1 ain clad to find that the charge is not 
one of pecuniary delinquency. I “ inferred” 
it, because I eould conceive of no other 
way in which the official conduct of any 
member of the Commission could be in- 
volved. 

I have the honor to be Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

0 G . 

Mr. J. C. II. is quite willing to say in 
a •' private conversation ” to un intimate 
friend, what would injure in that friend’s 
estimation and in the estimation of all hit 
friends to whom the same “ private conver- 
sation ” might be repeated, a member or 
members of the Commission, and through 
them, all others who arc at work in the same 
body. He did not refer to “ jiecuniary de- 
linquency," but to some other delinquency, 
which is not yet discovered. 

Again, we give below an example of an- 
other kind of covert attack. A soldier 
writes a letter to- his wife, for publication 
in a paper known as the “North Branch 
Democrat,” and published at Tunkhannock, 
Pa. The letter is dated nt “ Camp near 
Petersburg, Aug. 4, 18G4,” and the follow- 
ing extract from it concerns the Sanitary 
Commission. 

Among the many humbugs which have 
grown out of this war, there is none that 
ranks higher than the much vaunted Sani- 
tary Commission, the labors and charities 
of which have been so eulogized by sub- 
orned newspaper correspondents and others. 
It would be but just to the public, which 
hus made 6ueh liberal contributions to sus- 
tain it. were some person well acquainted 
with the manner in which the fjanitary 
Commission business is conducted here, to 
make an expose of the proceedings of its 
agents, so that those who have flattered 
themselves that they were sending luxuries 
and comfurts to the sick and wounded sol- 
diers might be gratified with a knowledge 
of how their charities bad been dispensed 
aud who reaped the large share of the bene- 
fits disposed of. At City Point, there are 
now lying some four or five vessels loaded 



with sanitary stores, and I am informed 
that an entire wharf is devoted to the busi- 
ness of the Commission. It has. besides, 
vessels at Fortress Monroe, Norfolk, and in 
every harbor in possession of tho United 
States army. These vessels are loaded with 
every variety of clothing suitable for army 
use, tin ware, canned fruits, fresh vege- 
i ale, tables, wines, brandy, gin. whiskey, rum, 
j porter, cider, and every other known stimu- 
lant, in endless quantities. There are printed 
1 forms, for requisitions, furnished to the offi- 
cers of the different organizations through- 
out the army, and ^11 that is necessary to 
procure a wagon load of anything desired 
is to fill out one of the blank forms, uaming 
the articles desired, sign any M. D , or mule 
driver’s name to the bottom and load up 
your wagon. As a consequence, few of the 
articles furnished by the Sanitary ever reach 
those for whom they were intended. The 
army officers furnish their tables with luxu- 
ries, get fuddled on the stimulants, and 
draw their shirts, drawers, &c., from this 
source. Thccoarse varieties of food — “ sauer 
kraut,” pickles, cabbage, onions, Ac., fall 
to the share of the men, butcome so seldom 
and in such diminished quantities that they 
only furuish cause for grumbling, and are 
1 not received with any degree of thankful- 
ness whatever. 1 do not doubt but that the 
Commission has accomplished some good 
among the hospitals, but nothing in pro- 
portion to the demoralizing influence it has 
exerted in other quarters, and if the whole 
arrangements were confiucd entirely to the 
hospitals, or wiped out of existence, it would 
be an absolute blessing to the army. As 
| it is, it is only a whiskey shop on a large 
scale, furnishing employment to scores of 
idle loafers, and a very convenient purvey- 
ing establishment for army officers, whereat 
goods arc furnished, to their class free, for 
which the%jo credulous public pays. Here- 
after, if you have anything to bestow upon 
your country’s defenders, send it direct to 
some acquaintance in the army who will 
need and appreciate the favor; but, by all 
means, give the Sanitary Commission the 
cold shoulder. It is an arrant imposition, 
as at present conducted, and the public 
should know it. 

Now sec the correspondence concerning 
it. On August 21), tho paper reachos a 
friend of the truth, who informs tho Com- 
mission as follows : 

1 send to your address, to-day, a most 
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infamous letter from “Clint," a soldier in 
the army. The name of this man who signs 

his name “Clint,” is D C. K ■ 3d 

N. Y. Independent Battery, Artillery Brig- 
ade, 6th Army Corps. I thought it entirely 
proper that you should be informed of this 
letter: the author should he rebuked. 

When the letter was forwarded to our 
agency at City Point, Dr. A. McDonald, in 
charge of the work of the Commission at i 
that place, issued the following instructions 
to Mr. J. W. Johnson, the experienced 
Superintendent of Field Relief Corps : 

Mr. Johnson will please see “ Clint,’’ and 
find out what he has to say about Sanitary 
matters. 

Just nail Mr. “Clint,” if you can, and 
make him retract this wholesale lie, if 
possible, over his own signature. 

Alex. McDonald. 

mb. Johnson’s reply. 

Hosrirxi,, 2 xd Cobps, I 
Sov. 18 , 1861 . / 

My Dear Doctor : — During the early 

part of October, I called on D. C. K 

respecting an article which was attributed 
to him, and published in a paper you had 
sent to me. 

In presence of his captain he admitted j 
that he was author of article signed “ Clint,” 
stated that it was a private letter to his wife, 
not intended for publication. On being 
pressed for facts on which his statements 
were founded, he said he could not recollect 
any special act, but had made his statement 
from general camp rumors, which he sup- 
posed were true. lie told me that he Would 
write a letter for publication, and have it 
ready in a few days. 

I called on him on the ICth, when he 
replied that he had been busy with his 
papers, and bad not time to write it. I 
then placed the matter in Mr. Holbrook’s 
bauds, requesting him to see him frequently 
and if necessary his captain also, and to 
continue urging him for it. This has been 
done without success, as you will see by 
Mr. Holbrook’s letter, to which I refer you 
for later particulars. 

J. WARNER JOIINSON, 

Superintendent. 

Dr. Alex. McDonald, Citj Point, V*. 

Mr. Holbrook’s letter makes the follow- 
ing disclosures : — 

1. That on his first visit to “Clint,” he 



said he was too buy to write what he had 
stated to Mr. Johnson ; viz., that he was not 
in possession of any testimony to substantiate 
his charges. 

2. That on the next visit, he had made 
up his mind that he would not write a letter 
acknowledging. his mistake. 

3. That he would not write it because it 

« 

would be made use of by Mr. Johnson or 
the Sanitary Commission. 

Thus “ Clint” writes a letter, making 
grave charges against the Commission, with- 
out any evidence to sustaiu them ; refuses 
to admit the injustice he has done to him- 
self and the Commission, because his ad- 
mission would be used in justification of the 
| truth. 

This correspondence has been presented 
to show just how the thousand rumors that 
frighten timid and jealous people, arise ; how 
| littlo foundation they have ; how little im- 
portance is to be attached to them, aud to 
, remind our friends that they whose faith in 
; the Commission may be shaken by such 
stories, have a feeble faith. May it be 
strengthened. 

THREE MONTHS IN THE D. S. SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

NO. III. — PROM PORT ROYAL, VA., TO 

WHITE HOUSE LANDING ON THE PAU- 

MUNKKY. 

The loading up of the steamers with the 
wounded ones, which commenced on Friday 
eveuing, was continued throughout Satur- 
day, and by midnight all of them were cared 
for, and those of our Relief Agents not de- 
tailed to go on the transports with the 
wounded, were resting on the Kent, the 
Mary F. Rapley and other vessels, of which 
wo had quite a fleet. During the day up- 
wards of one thousand contrabands, of all 
ages and sizes, hud gathered on the dock, 
asking to be taken to the land of freedom. 
Each one carried some article of household 
use, and it was very gratifying to see our 
government so mindful of them, a fine ves- 
sel was set apart for their use, for which 
j favor they showed their appreciation by 
liolding, at midnight, a service of praise 
and prayer to (lod, their deliverer ; remind- 
ing one strongly of the song of Miriam on 
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the thither side of the Red Sea. A more 
beautiful seeue was never before presented j 
oil the Rappahannock than the full shining I 
moon witnessed that night. Not less than 
thirty vessels riding at anchor, or made fast 
to the improvised docks; away up stream 
lay the transports freighted with precious 
cargoes of maimed and suffering patriots; 
below us were the liberated slaves, — the I 
unwitting cause of all this suffering and 
death, — rejoicing in a prospective condition, 
of which they possessed only the most 
vague ideas, while between the two, hover- 
ed that minister of tucrey and love, whom 
God evoked from his favored ones in this 
and other lands, and personified in the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission, and which through 
myriad channels was night uud day perform- 
ing its heaven-born mission among all colors 
and conditions. 

THE SABBATH. 

The Sabbath dawned serene and bright, 
and at 9 A M., we started down the river. 
As the day wore on, one by one of the 
agents appeared ou deck, refreshed and 
cheerful. Among the company on board 
was l>r. Briggs, of California, who had come 
from that far off' State to witness the work- 
ings of the Commission, and though ho had 
been with us but a few days, he so 
thoroughly gave himself up to the work of 
charity, ns to win the praise of every agent. 
This gentleman. Air. John A. Anderson in- 
vited to conduct religious worship. He 
accepted, and the service was held. His 
text was from Luke xiv. 12-14. It was a 
discourse eminently practical and inspiring, 
for he spoke of the peculiar position occu- 
pied by his auditors iu relation to the fear- 
ful contest they arc now waging, anil if he 
spoke with great fervor it is not at all sur- 
prising, for was he not just from the most 
terrible scenes a man can dare to look upon? 
l ; or many weeks the sermon and its sur- 
roundings were the theme of numerous 
conversations. In that particular I was 
highly gratified, for I had been led to be- 
lieve, therefore, that the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission was a godless institution, yet 
to my astonishment I found most of my 
companions God-fearing men and women. 
There was not a song of Zion I commenced 
singing but was well-known and ably sup- 
orted by the ladies and gentlemen on 
oard. Nor was this all, on board the other 
vessels divine service was also held, and on 
our downward trip it frequently happened, 



that as the vessels neared each other for 
the respective commanders to counsel to- 
gether, both ships company’s would join in 
singing some familiar hymn. Thus was 
the time spent until we arrived at the White 
House landing, at 6 P.M., on Monday. May 
dtl. 

WHITE HOUSE, VA, 

It was a truly desolate looking place, 
hallowed as it had been by its associations 
with Washington. As I viewed its charred 
walla and devastated tombs, I could not 
help exclaiming, “ 0 secession what hast 
thou not wrought ?” As we were early on 
the ground no wounded had yet reached 
there, but fresh troops were beiug pushed 
to the front rapidly, and we were soon 
made aware that their commissariat was iu 
some way defective, for many of the brave 
fellows were going hungry away. Almost 
in the time it takes me to tell it, the uten- 
sils were on shore, coffee was made and the 
work of feeding commenced. We also 
discovered a lot of sick soldiers scattered 
around over an area of four miles, these were 
gathered up and properly cared for. While 
engaged in this good work the smiling 
month of May left us, and as the dawn of the 
first June morning sent forth its greetings, 
an installment of three hundred poor 
wounded ones reached the landing at White 
House. J. J. B. 

THE HEW YOKE MEETIHG. 

MEETING OF DELEGATES FROM THE SOL- 
DIERS’ AID SOCIETIES. 

A meeting of delegates from the various 
Soldiers’ Aid Societies of New York, Con- 
necticut, Rhode Island, parts of Massachu- 
setts, Vermont, New Jersey, and Canada, 
was held in the hall of the Cooper Institute. 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 10, 1864, under 
the auspices of the Woman’s Central Asso- 
ciation of Relief There was a large at- 
tendance, principally composed of ladies 
who are always foremost in works of benevo- 
lence. Over the platform was a large dia- 
gram, furnished by Dr. Bellows, President 
of the U..S. Sanitary Commission, exhibit- 
ing the organisation and different agencies 
of the Commission. 

Professor Hitchcoek. in accordance with 
, the announcement, assumed the Chair, and 
having called the meeting to order, called 
on the Rev. Mr. Duryea, of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, to opeu the meeting with 
prayer. Mr. Duryea then offered prayer 
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for the nation, the army, and the efforts 
made in its behalf. 

Professor Uitcucock proceeded to ex- 1 
plain tho object of the meeting; he said : — 

It is neither fitting nor needful that I 
should stand long between you and the 
gentlemen who have come here this even- 
ing fully charged with important informa- 
tion pertaining to the great interest which 
has called us together. What the Sanitary 
Commission is doing, and what it has done 
is known to every person on this continent, 
perhaps, wc may say, is known to every 
person in the whole length and breadth of 
Christendom. The Society at whoso call 
we are convened this evening, Tho Wo- 
man’s Central Association of Relief, is 
simply an organization tributary to the Sani- 
tary Commission. It is, we may gay, one 
of its tap-roots. It is through this organi- 
zation that large amounts of needed stores 
have been sent forward to the army, over 
all the field. This tap-root has its many 
fibres running through the soil in the coun- 
try around about, and those fibres are here 
to-night, namely, these auxiliary societies 
from Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, New York, New Jersey, and other 
localities which arc represented by delegates 
to this Convention. And I suppose I do 
but justly interpret the opinion of this New 
York City Society, and of these kindred 
helping societies, when 1 say that the work 
in which they are engaged, is not merely a 
work of mercy, but also of patriotism as 
well. They have devoted tlumselvcs to I 
this work not merely because the soldiers 
are wounded, sick and suffering, but because 
the hearts of these women arc in the cause 
for which these men bleed and suffer. 8o 
that this instrumentality has been yielding 
nutriment to the patriotic sentiment of the 
country, as well as affording relief to the 
soldier. 

These societies are convened this evening 
that they may compare notes, see what has 
been accomplished already, and take coun- 
sel in regard to the future, which also offers 
its burdens, because none of us can be so 
sanguine as to suppose that wc have quite 
reached the end of this sad chapter yet. 
Would to God that the only men on this 
continent who can make peace would make 
it by grounding their arms, by saluting the 
old flag, by accepting the old protection of 
the nation’s laws. (Applause.) Hut these 
only possible peace makers on the conti- 
nent are resolutely bent on war, and so 



long as that iB their choice there is nothing 
left for us but to fight it through. (Ap- 
plause.) I speak this not vauntingly, nut 
in the military spirit at all, for that is not 
the mood of mind in which we arc met. 
Wc are met to consider the mercies which 
pertain to this work, to contemplate the 
burdens which are still ' to rest on our 
shoulders, and to gird ourselves for those 
tasks which are still before us ; and while 
we welcome these ladies from the tributary 
societies which represent so many .States, 
we are under the sad necessity of saying to 
them, go back to further labors, for other 
months, for another year — it may be for 
other yenrs, so long as God permits this 
wanton rebellion to exist. While our brave 
boys are standing at their guns, wc have 
only to stand behind and care for them 
when they fall, and nurse them when they 
are sick ; they fighting to the end of this 
sad iiliad of our woes, we caring for them 
to the end. And here on this altar we lay 
ourselves afresh, be it for one month, for 
| two months, for six months, for one year, 

I for two years, for three years — until peace 
comes by righteousness which God can ap- 
I prove. Until that supreme hour, so long as 
our boys have to fight, we will care for them. 
(Applause.) That is our resolve to-night. 

You will be addressed by several gentle- 
men wbo understand, from long and inti- 
mate acquaintance with the work, all the 
necessities of the case. Mr. Potter, will 
now make a brief report. 

Mr. Howard Potter then read a list of 
the various Soldiers’ Aid Societies repre- 
sented at the meeting, and handed in to the 
Chairman the reports of the delegates 
present, and a short report, from which it 
appears that the Women’s Central Relief 
Association had expended in purchasing 
material, flannel and other things the sum 
•of §29,329 31, of which the different so- 
cieties had contributed nearly one-half It 
had also received the following articles : — 
cotton shirts, 17,180; flannel shirts, 24,- 
, 212; cotton drawers, 9,258 ; flannel drawers, 
11,830; socks. 6,770; slippers, 2,564; 
wrappers, 1,330; handkerchiefs, 40,444; 
bed sacks, 5,008; pillow sacks. 4,910 ; pil- 
lows.. 3,844 ; pillow cases, 6,912 ; sheets, 
9,012; bed quilts, 2,067 ; towels, 13.71 1 ; 
bandages, 79 bbls. ; old cotton, 139 bbls. ; 
dried fruit, 202 bbls.; jelly, 2,185 jars; 
pickles, 4.500 galls. ; whisky, 403 bottles; 
brandy, 3,726 bottles; blackberry brandy 
an d cordial, 9,810 bottles. 
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Tlio supplies have been distributed by 
the Hupply Committee during the summer 
to Washington, Baltimore, and Harper's 
Ferry, (for Gen. Grant’s and Gen. Sheri- 
dan's armies), to Norfolk and City l’oint, 
to Newborn, N. C., Beaufort, S. C , and 
New Orleans. It has also filled requisitions 
for several II. S. steamers and the naval 
stations at Key West and Pensacola. The 
military hospitals in this vicinity have made 
frequent, but small demands, which have 
generally been complied with. All these 
goods have been given out, cither upon the 
order of the Sanitary Commission, or upon 
requisitions from Surgeons. 

The New Kngland and New York State 
Soldiers’ Homes in this city have been so 
efficiently conducted that the claims upon 
the Special Relief Committee have been hut 
small, being chiefly directed to the relief of 
a few eases of extreme suffering from sick- 
ness and wounds. 

The Corresponding Committee has dis- 
tributed during the past six months, 29,7 1 7 
copies of the “ Sanitary Commission Bul- 
letin” and reports, at an average expense 
of 1 j cents a copy. 

The Treasurer reports the receipt of 
838,318 82 which have been expended by 
the several Committees. 

Mr. F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary 
of the Sanitary Commission for the Fast, was 
then introduced to the Convention. He said : 

My friends, I suppose what is wanted of 
me to-night, is to give to those who repre- 
sent the aid societies, tributary to the Sani- 
tary Commission, in order that they may 
carry it home to their various organizations 
such information concerning the use that is 
made of the stores put into the hands of the 
Commission, as will give assurance that 
their work is not in vain, that the supplies 
do reach the soldiers, for whom they are 
intended, and that the needs of the soldiers' 
arc known to those who have charge of 
these supplies. It is not required of me, I 
apprehend, to present to you the magnitude 
of this undertaking, and the greatness of 
the benefit that it confers upon the needy sol- 
diers of the army and through them upon 
the country, for the sake of inspiring new 
zeal, but simply to tell you how we do the 
work, so that you may be able to answer 
the questions which are constantly put by 
those who are so anxious to do all the good 
they can. that they become skeptical in re- 
gard to the good that has been doue by the 
Sanitary Commission. 



In the first place, I will state in general 
terms the principles upon which the work 
is done. The design is to secure the greatest 
good to the greatest number, by the most 
equal distribution of the supplies that are 
placed in our hands. Our work is first to 
distribute the supplies which arc sent to us ; 
secondly, to purchase other supplies with 
the means furnished ; thirdly, to meet cases 
of special distress arising out of emergencies 
and exigencies where the ordinary pro- 
visions for relief do not suffice. 

It is proper to state that we do not pre- 
tend that our working is perfect, or that 
there are no mistakes made in the issuing 
of these supplies. Some cf them do not get 
, into the hands they are intended for, and 
some wants arc not met. Our agents are 
not at every possible post in the field ; and 
we do not pretend that every person con- 
nected with the Commission is so devoted 
to his work that he will allow nothing but 
] the thought of the best interest of the sol- 
dier to influence him. Ours is a human 
undertaking, and conducted by human 
agencies, therefore we cannot guard against 
misuse and abuse in every instance. But I 
know we can give you assurance that in the 
main, the object for which you are laboring 
has been accomplished, and that the amount 
of good that has been done, is vastly larger 
than you yourselves hoped for when you 
were at work, or than you even now sup- 
pose. For only those who have been on 
the field, and in the hospitals, know, or can 
know, the twentieth part of the blessing 
that has attended this instrumentality. 

The question is frequently asked, and it 
was repeated to roe to-night, since 1 came 
from the adjoining room. How do you 
distribute these supplies in such a way that 
you know they reach the soldiers ? I will 
tell you briefly through what process they 
pet there, and by what safeguards they are 
protected in their transit. 

HOW THE SUPPLIES REACH THE SOLDIER. 

An invoice is sent, say to Washington, 
of supplies which are on the way to one of 
the storehouses there. As soon us it reaches 
Washington it is copied into an invoice 
book, numbered, recorded and tiled. A 
corresponding number is entered into a 
larger book, with the name of the place 
from which it is sent, the party who sends 
it, the party who receives it, the date of its 
being sent, the date of its arrival, or if it 
does not arrive, the statement of the fact, 
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and the probable time that it may bo ex- 
pected, so that it may be looked out for. A 
copy of the invoice is then put into the 
bands of the Receivin'; Storekeeper, as be 
is called, who receipts for the same, and be- 
comes responsible to the office for the goods. 
If they do not arrive, then he makes a 
minute of it, and search is made for the 
proper person upon whom the responsibility 
rests. When the goods arrive notice is sent 
to the office, and they arc entered among 
the stock on hand, and the Chief Clerk be- 
comes responsible for them. They are then 
issued by him upon such requisitions as we 
think insures their getting to the places 
where they are most needed. These requi- 
sitions are written orders upon the Store- 
keeper. He is notallowed to issue anything 
without giving a receipt for the same, and 
be brings every day to the Chief Clerk, an 
account of what he has issued the day be- 
fore, as well as what he has received, to- 
gether with a statement of the stock on 
hand. lie sends on his receipts to the Chief 
Clerk, who thus has a constant check upon 
the person who receives the goods at the 
Receiving Storehouse, aud upon the person 
who issues them at the other storehouse. 

CAU8ES OF COMPLAINT. 

After passing from the bands of the 
Chief Clerk, the supplies arc distributed 
with a careful scrutiuy on the part of the 
Chief Clerk, of the actual needs The de- 
mands may be greater than the supplies on 
hand, or than the Chief Clerk feels justified 
in issuing. In that case, he distributes ac- 
cording to his judgment, where the need is 
greatest, rather than where the demand is 
greatest, and with reference to an equal dis- 
tribution. There is a constant necessity for 
catting down the requisitions of the sur- 
geons, and from friends in the hospitals. 
This, of course, creates ill feeling and com- 
plaint on the part of those who cannot get 
all they want, at the various posts. Many 
complaints arise from this cause. 

HOW OOODS ARK DISTRIBUTED. 

When the goods are brought to the vi- 
cinity of tho hospitals where they are re- 
quired, the Hospital Visitors, (to whom 
reference may be made, as doing a most ad- 
mirable work), look out for them, and make 
sure that they reach the soldiers in the 
several wards of the hospital. Of course, 
it is impossible for them to follow each 
garment or every morsel of food, but they 



can keep a general supervision, and they 
give us constant assurance that they reach 
those for whom they are intended, h'or 
these Visitors give not merely an hour’s at- 
tendance, but go from bed to bed and fiud 
out what the men want, and what they have 
got. 

FIELD DISTRIBUTION. 

The supplies in the field are distributed 
very largely by the agents of the Commis- 
sion personally, to the men, so much so, 
that during the recent campaign in. the 
Army of the Potomac, for illustration, 
thousands of barrels of fresh vegetables, 
and over two hundred tons of fresh tomatoes 
were distributed to tho meu in the trenches, 
and in the camps, by our own agents. They 
saw the men receive them, and in tho ma- 
jority of cases, saw them eat them. 

The garments are also distributed by our 
agents personally. Often, of course, they 
cannot see to giving them to the individual 
men, but they carry them into tho wards, 
and it is there known that the Sanitary 
Commission has brought go many garments 
for so many of the most needy men. 

I can assure you that we do know that in 
the great majority of cases at the front, 
where, of course, there is Icbs possibility of 
a careful detail of supervision, the articles 
given outdo reach the men. Nearer Wash, 
ington and other principle depots of sup- 
plies, receipts are taken so far ns it is pos- 
sible upon regular requisitions, indors'd by 
Brigade Surgeons, and there is a degree of 
restraint put upon those who call for issuas, 
which gives us assurance that they reach 
their destination. That restraint however, 
or red tape, as it is called, is relaxed when 
the emergency requires it. After three 
ears of experience, a proper mean has 
een found between undue restraint and a 
too free scattering of supplies, so that now, 
I believe, if a shrewd, honest business man 
were to investigate the matter, although he 
would, of course, find occasional misuse, he 
would say, in view of the humanitarian aB 
well as the business side of the question, 
that the method adopted is perfectly satis- 
factory. I say this after large and careful 
observation. 

AFTER A BATTLE. 

As an instance of relaxation, I will refer 
to tho fact that immediately after a battle 
no re-traint is placed upon the issues. We 
then rely upon the honesty of the men em- 
ployed. A man for instance, whom we be- 



Digitized by CjOO^Ic 




878 



The. Sanitary Commiision Bulletin. 



lieve or know to be honest says, “ Under 
yonder tree are (lathered twenty wounded 
men; in that barn are forty more; they 
have been without food and blankets since 
morning, and the Government supply will 
not reach them before night. Will you in- 
trust us with your supplies to carry to 
them?” In such cases we say, yes. If pos- 
sible, we receive from them without delav, 
receipts, and then our agents pass round 
from point to point and see that the sup- 
plies reach the men. It is at such times 
that the restraints are most likely to be re- 
moved. Amid such scenes of suffering 
men arc not likely to do wrong and abuse 
their privileges. It it is not in human na- 
ture to be selfish at such times. 

BETWEEN THE FIELD AND HOSPITAL. 

When the wounded soldiers are gathered 
at intermediate points betweeu the battle- 
field and general hospital, then these re- 
straints are so far removed as to make sure 
that the wounded shall not suffer, if we can 
help it, fur wuut of supplies. This was the 
ease at Belle Plain, Gettysburg, Fredericks- 
burg, Winchester, City Point, and various 
other places. It is the policy of the Com- 
mission not only to go out and meet the 
wounded with supplies, but to anticipate 
their needs; in other words, to wait for 
those needs to occur. Therefore it is that 
in some instances supplies have been lost 
and captured by the enemy. In nineteen 
out of twenty eases where we have waited 
days, weeks, and sometimes even months to 
meet emergencies, we have not waited in 
vain. I mention this, because we have hud 
many inquiries why we did not wait until 
the need arises and not keep such a reserve 
on hand ; why wc kept, agents waiting an- 
ticipating battles, as at Martinsburg and 
Winchester; why we spent the people's 
money in that way. We do so because we 
know it is better to spend a thousand dol- 
lars in waiting than to have a thousand men 
suffer by waiting themselves; and because 
we know that one life saved to the army 
and to some home (for we put the army 
always before home) is worth a thousand 
dollars spent in waiting. (Applause.) 

WIIY ABF. SUPPLIES AT HOSPITALS? 

Another question naturally asked is in 
regard to the propriety of giving out sup- 
plies to the men after they have reached 
{mints where the Government can help 
them. And this question suggests also 
another broader one, numely: Why is it 



that at this period when the Government 
is doing so much, sanitary supplies are de- 
manded at all ? Are not the needs more 
imaginary than real? I was requested to 
refer to this to-night. 

Our experience is that the needs do con- 
tinue, and that they will continue so long 
as the army is in the field — not merely 
comforts that friends at home are anxious 
to supply, but real wants which must lie 
supplied to maintain muscle iu the arm of 
war — that it is not merely a call of hu- 
manity, but a wise and provident policy, 
giving strength to the army. For example, 
as soon as a man is wounded and carried 
from the battle-field to the place where the 
wounded are gathered, it is assumed that 
he will be immediately transferred to Wash- 
ington. But it is found that many must 
remain on account of the seriousness of 
their wounds. In the meantime others are 
brought in, until what was intended as sim- 
ply a temporary bos[«tol or shelter for the 
men. becomes by degrees a large and per- 
manent place for gathering the men. The 
Government meantime does not see fit 
to make arrangement for a permanent hos- 
pital, and, consequently, the men do not 
receive the provision which the Govern- 
ment usually affords. In that way the 
agency of the Sanitary Commission comes 
in and benefits the soldiers largely. 

TRANSFER OF WOUNDED. 

So, in the transfer of the wounded, the 
Government assumes that adequate means 
are at hand to make the men comfortable 
until they reach a certain station, whereas 
it frequently bappeus that a train is started 
with only one quarter of the blankets neces- 
sary to keep the men from sufferiug, and 
with insufficient supplies of food and attend- 
ance, because the Government ageuts posted 
there had not power to draw supplies for 
these temporary purposes. One train which 
I accompanied from Winchester to Harper's 
Ferry was five miles long. A wagon broke 
down at such a point that the rest of the 
train not being able to pass it was delayed 
three hours, so that we did not arrive till 
midnight, and but for the provision fur- 
nished by the Commission many of the men 
would have suffered froiu hunger. 

HOME COMFORTS. 

The spirit which we endeavor to inspire 
in every new agent who joins us in this 
work is this : to feel that wc are not our- 
selves, but that we are y*u — that these sup- 
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plies are not merely so many blankets to 
cover the soldiers and so much food to feed 
them, but they are home blessings to the 
soldier. If there is one single thought 
more than another which we endeavor to 
impress upon the hearts of our working 
men, it is to try to make the soldiers feel 
that the blankets and the food come from 
home. There is a healing power in this 
consciousness more than [ can tell. It is 
not merely sentiment, but reality, as we 
who have had experience in this work can 
testify. 

ISBUES. 

We have issued about 30,000 blankets, 
from 50 to 60,000 cushions, of which 
the Government supplies almost none; 

43.000 bed-ticks, to be filled to meet- emer- 
gencies in temporary hospitals, and but for 
which the soldiers would have had to lie 
for days and sometimes weeks on the floor 
or ground ; from 50 to 60,000 pillows, 

130. 000 pillow cases, about 20,000 pillow 
ticks, to be filled with hay or straw, 60,000 
quilts, 119,000 sheets, 255,000 towels, 

300.000 pairs of drawers of different kinds, 

275.000 handkdrehiefs, over 400.000 shirts, 
different kinds, 230,000 Bocks, nearly 40,000 
wrappers, 30,000 cans of meat, and about 
30 tons of canned milk. Many of these 
articles are not furnished by the Govern- 
ment at all. An account is kept of every 
article issued, and constant reference is 
made to the record. 

SPECIAL RELIEF WORK. 

This special relief department is doing 
not merely a supplemental work to the 
Government, but a work which the Govern- 
ment has never undertaken and probably 
never would undertake. We have, in fact, 
the whole work in our hands — that of caring 
for soldiers where, but for us, no provision 
would be made. Since the commencement 
of our work we have receive^! in our Homes 
over half a million of men, and spent over, 
half a million of dollars. We have 20 or 
30 Lodges in different parts of the country, 
wherever they are wanted. We have now 
engaged in this work forty or fifty agents. 
The expense is large, it is true, but we be- 
lieve it is justified. 

My friends, if I could only convey to you 
the feeliugs of the soldiers, their constant, 
grateful expressions for what they receive 
from the hands of the Commission, you 
would be able to carry home with you the 
conscious assurance that the gifts which 



your various societies arc furnishing are 
blessings to the wounded and suffering sol- 
diers. (Applause.) * 

REMARKS or COL. RAT HAWKINS. 

After speaking of his wounds and priva- 
tions, he said, as he was not yet able to re- 
turn to the front, ho felt like doing some- 
thing for the cause. 

L consulted some gentlemen about the 
I Sanitary Commission. Their answer Was, 

“ We would like to give money to that 
cause if we only knew that the soldiers 
would get it.” “ Well,” said I. “ my friends, 

I there is one thing very certain: if you don’t 
| give they will never receive. It is your 
duty to give, and trust to Providence that 
the soldiers get it.” 

I began to work and worked on, and suf- 
fice it to say, that during the past six 
months I have established in the States of 
Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, and Kansas, over 300 Aux- 
iliary Aid Societies. (Applause.) 

I believe there arc few towns now in 
Illinois, Indiana, or Ohio, that have not an 
aid Society. Even in Missouri, which has 
suffered so much from the rebellion, the 
loyal ladies are contributing their mites to 
the Sanitary Commission. And even in 
Kansas, in the city of Lawrence, that was 
burned by QuantreH's men, and is rebuilt 
with board cabins, the loyal ladies had es- 
tablished an aid society, and were at work 
for the soldiers. (Applause) And through- 
| out the entire West they hold their society 
meetings regularly, every week, one day 
I being devoted each week to the soldiers. 

: They make drawers, shirts, handkerchiefs, 
towels, bandages, and lint. I saw aged 
women, with trembling, palsied bands, pick- 
ing linen to pieces, and making lint for the 
wounded boys. 

If the ladies and gentlemen present to- 
night, could only visit the hospitals at Nash- 
ville, Chattanooga, Knoxville, and Atlanta; 

; if you could go into the wards of the lios- 
; ,pitals and see the sick and wounded boys 
when the Sanitary agent comes along, and 
distributes on ea< h side, as he passes through, 
such things as the boys need to make them 
comfortable and happy ; you would be assured 
of the success of the Commission. Per- 
chance some poor boy gets a little box of 
gome delicate article, and finds the name of 
some dear friend at home labelled on it. 
Perchance the name of a sister or a mother 
is written upon the parcel, and he turns 
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over iu his couch and says, “John, my sister 
has not forgotten ine^ though I have been 
go long away.” If you could only see those 
countenances light up with gratitude towards 
the loyal people of the North, and especially 
the ladies that arc engaged in this noble 
enterprise, you would feel amply repaid and 
rewarded for your kiud efforts at home. 
While they have been guarding your homes 
at the front, they rejoice to know that you 
have becu earing for them, and toiling for 
them around the midnight lamp. 

llie Sanitary Commission, 1 may safely 
say, has done as much good to the cause of 
liberty and humanity as would have been 
effected by thirty thousand recruits Bent 
into the held. (Applause.) If you succeed 
by nursitig in saving or curing one sick or 
wounded veteran, so that he is able to return 
to his regiment, it is equal to five raw 
recruitB. For while every one of the five 
may make a good soldier, it takes time to do 
it. You can t expect to take a man right 
from the plow and make a soldier of him 
immediately. Send hitn to the front, into 
the swamps of the South, and the chances 
arc that in a few days he is taken sick and 
removed to a hospital, because he has not 
become acclimated, as the veterans have. 

REMARKS OF DR. BELLOWS. 

I do not know how your hearts are affected 
by hearing these words — the Army of the 
Cumberland, the Army of the Teunessec, 
the Army of the James, the Army of the 
Potomac — bandied about from lip to lip, in 
connection with the Sanitary Commission ; 
as if it were an every day thought, a simple 
and easy thing, that a bcnevloent, sponta- 
neous association like ours, should have a 
nation in i f s arms, and an army spreading 
all over this vast continent, the object of its 
daily solicitation and its care. For one, ^ 
feel a devout, a humble, an inexpressible 
graiitude to the Almighty God, who has 
permitted an association to come into being, 
uud to organize an enterprise that for three 
years has been sustained by the people of 
this country in carrying on a work so sublime 
in its magnitude, so vast in its reach, so in- 
finite, I might almost say, in its details, bo 
deep, so high in its motives, spreading so 
fur ; and yet, iu the magnificent scope of its 
enterprise, not forgetting the least duty or 
opportunity in which the soldier could be 
helped, from one eud of this vast field to 
the other, and the largest ever occupied by 
armies and for the longest time in which 



such vast armies were ever before on a field 
of war. There is a grandeur in the work 
which the people of the United States have 
undertaken, and in which the women of 
America have performed so large a part, an 
enterprise which has united the whole 
people in one great work of benevolence ; 
which now has stretched itself from ouc end 
to the other of this vast continent; as well 
known on the slope of the Pacific as it is 
here on the Atlantic. The hearts of those 
people, three thousand miles from yours, 
are beating in the strictest unison, combined 
and united in one perfect plan, working with 
you as if you were sprung from them, a 
wheel in the same coach ; so that tbeir sym- 
pathies, affections and intelligence, corres- 
pond absolutely, with perfect, practical ex- 
actness to yours, in the objects, purposes and 
modes of operation connected with this San- 
itary Commission. 1 cannot tell you the 
emotions of joy, and pride, and national 
glory which tilled my soul after sailing six 
thousand miles around our continent, to find 
on the Pacific coast' American men and 
women feeling precisely as we did, and not 
only expressing our own familiar national 
thoughts and ideas, but uttering our humane 
and philanthropic sentiments in regard to 
this Commission, in the identical style and 
with the identical feelings that I had left 
here at home. It gave me a conception of 
the more than collossus thought that could 
stride this continent, rest its feet on opposite 
shores, and poising itself, could reach down 
from its extended limbs to one common 
heart which animated a pair of correspond- 
ing arms that were active in the great min- 
istration of love to our great American army. 
(Applause.) 

And when I find the same ideas filling 
the hearts and souls of the men and women 
on both sides of the continent, from the 
farthest north down to the deepest south, 
except where the angry blood of rebellion 
and secession, stops the progress of human 
sentiments and ideas, then I extend my eye, 
and in all parts of tho world, in all lan- 
guages, rejoice to hear sympathy expressed 
for this great American work. It occupies 
the thoughts and feelings of journals in 
French, German, and English. I picked 
up accidentally, on my own study table, as 
I left this evening, a powerful reviqw in the 
best English Medical Journal on the work 
of tho American Sanitary Commission I 
picked up the London Globe, sod there 
were three columns devoted to the Sanitary 
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Commission. I took up the London News, 
and found tVro columns devoted to it. And | 
in all of them were expressions of amaze- 
ment and surprise that the semi-barbarous 
people of America, who were incapable of 
self-government, and were going to rack and 
ruiu on account of their ignorance of the 
principles of law and government; had yet 
succeeded in producing, through this or- 
ganization, such results that they stood j 
before the world, in this particular alone, as 
a type of a civilized community and a chris- ; 
tiauized people. (Applause.) Don't you 
think that we have, all of us who have sus- 
tained this enterprise from the beginning, 
some right to pluck up courage and thank 
God, and determine to go on to the end ; 
making this work, to which we have pledged 
ourselves, from this time forward, more 
effective, more skillful, more humane, more 1 
tender, more genernu* more complete, j 
(Applasuc.) 1, whi^.lavo studied this 
matter, and have been nfta position to know 
the character of its work, pledge myself to 
you that, if it is not well carried on, if it is 
not a*l that it ought to be, in point of pru- I 
denee, of exactness, of thorough fidelity on 
the part of agents, it has these imperfections I 
not from the want of the most prayerful, the 
most intense, the mast constant devotion on 
the part of those who have this business in 
hand. This country does not know, and it 
is not important it should know, and cer- 
tainly I am not here to boast that I know, 
the men who have worked shoulder to 
shoulder, hand in hand, with me since the 
beginning of this war. But I know their 
daily toils and their daily anxiety in regard 
to the pecuniary burden that has pressed 
upon them. I know how solemn they have 
felt their responsibility to be in organizing | 
the general operations, in which every dollar 
spent becomes a matter of anxious invest- ! 
igation. Every bill must be passed in our 
daily session, every point scrutinized, and 
every guard and every caution invented and 
applied, that human ingenuity can search 
out, to secure a wise expenditure of the 
money placed in our hands. 

And do you know what pulling and haul- 
ing we have had with our active agents in 
the field ? Mr. Knapp has spoken to you. 

I wish Dr. Newberry, who represents the 
Western Department, had alsospoken toyou. 
The agents in the field, who see the suffer- 
ing, arc rummaging at our stores to pull out ; 
supplies; wanting to spend more money, ; 
telling us the work is not half done, and ] 
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that they need a great deftl more of every 
article and more liberty to spend. They 
pull at our heart-strings and resources of 
treasure and supplies in every shupe and 
form ; and here we stand, the gnuniiahs of 
the people's money that has been put into 
our hands, checking them, cutting them off, 
cautioning them, beseeching them not to 
make such heavy requisitions, sending down 
people to inquire if they cannot do with 
less. And thus, between this upper and 
nether millstone, this business is ground 
out with pain, anxiety and controversy, such 
as the apostles had together. We have this 
strife among ourselves, and what is it for ? 
It is a strife between those anxious to be 
faithful on one side to the soldier, and on 
the other to the people, who supply the 
necessaries and means of helping the sol- 
dier. 

And then we hear criticisms made by 
idle tongues that don't know what they are 
talking about, by persons that have never 
been down and investigated the matter ; and 
if they had, could not know much better 
than before they went the facts of the ease 
— persons who stick their heads into a 
barrel, and then pretend to give wise counsels 
about a business that must be studied like 
a profession to be understood. 1 deny that 
anybody knows and is competent to criticise 
the operations of the Sanitary Commission, 
who has not devoted his time for months to 
it, any more than he is competent to criticise 
the business affairs of Stewart, or any other 
mercantile concern whose dealings amount 
to millions, and whose trade extends over a 
whole continent. How do you think he 
would value the criticism of one, who, after 
looking into his books of account for half an 
hour, should feel himselfcompelentto inform 
life public that his business was not con- 
ducted in a way satisfactory to them ? 
(Laughter.) I assure you, so far as I am 
concerned, and as the gentlemen of the San- 
itary Commission are concerned, we have 
profound peace in our consciences its to our 
designed fidelity to the vastest trust, per- 
haps, that has ever been committed by the 
beuevolence of any people on the face of the 
earth, to a small number of men. We feel 
this to our heart’s core, and God send the 
time when the burden can be lifted from 
our shoulders and hearts, and we can give 
back to the people the trust that they have 
confided to our bands. Meanwhile, I ask 
you to trust its a little longer. We shall 
not run away, and the time will come when 




882 



The Sanitary Communion Bulletin. 



you will have an opportunity of looking 
very closely into all our affairs. 

But let me say, we have very little to 
complain of aft£r all, and I take it, qo more 
criticism or jealousy exists than must in- 
evitably attend the organization and opera- 
tions of an institution so extensive, so rami- 
fied, and that has so much in its hands. 
Therefore, grateful for the confidence that 
the women and meu of the country have 
reposed in us thus far, we say that we have 
succeeded, and we arc succeeding, aud we 
are confident that we are going to succeed 
to the end of the last chapter and page of 
this great war in which we are engaged. 
Dear California, so far off that she cannot 
see us, trusts us with her young fresh heart, 
as if we were real apostles sent down from 
heaven, and pours out her gold and silver 
into our hands. When 1 went there I 
found not a particle of distrust. The only 
question was, What means shall we adopt 
to do more for the Sanitary Commission ? 
(Applause.) And her people wen{ to work 
to do about twice as much as they had ever 
done before, and when I left there they had 
about a dozen agents in the field establish- 
ing Aid Societies in every town of fifty in- 
habitants throughout the whole coast, so that 
there will not be a little agricultural hamlet 
in alt that region that will not, in the course 
of the next three months, be forwarding its 
means into our hands. When I proposed 
to establish dime societies there, “ Dime !” 
said they, “you mean half-dollar; that is 
the least anybody here is willing to give." 
(Laughter.) Only yesterday we received a 
“ gold-telcgraiu,” informing us that we 
could draw from the banks 816,000 in gold, 
the first instalment on the new arrangement, 
probably the product of a single month of 
labor. Two thousand more came from « 
little place called Nappa, where they must 
be all pretty wide uwake, I think, in spite 
of the uame. (Laughter.) Such is the spirit 
that prevails there and should prevail here. 
You arc more occupied here, called upon in 
a great variety of ways to give, but let us 
hope for still greater success in our efforts 
here in this cause. 

Let me say to the lady delegates, that 
they may be particular and minute in their 
inquiries. Put me in the witness-box to- 
morrow. We promise to tell you the pre- 
cise truth and give you all the information 
we have in our power to give. Continue in 
the good work in which you- are engaged. 
After you are satisfied with your explora- 



tions, return to the fields from which you 
came encouraged, aud with the blessing of 
God, the smiles and approbation of all good 
men, the gratitude of the army, and the ad- 
miration of your country, go on aiding the 
gracious Commission, and flooding the re- 
sources of this Central Aid Society with 
the stores that we bo much need. For re- 
member, that a few months ago that 80 per 
cent, of all our supplies were in kind, but 
now we have come to the pitch when 80 
per cent, are bought with the people’s 
money. I tell you it is a sad state of things 
when we arc obliged to go into the market 
and buy supplies. Hitherto seven millions 
of all we have distributed have been gills 
in kind, about three millions is all wc have 
received in money. We shall spend it all 
very rapidly if the people do not wake up 
to the duty of sending in, as they have 
done in times past, supplies in kind. It is 
from your aid societies that we must find 
that life blood that shall enable us to con- 
tinue our work to the end. Don’t fail us; 
don't let the country fail us iu this great 
and glorious work. (Applause.) 

Prof. Hitchcock then introduced the 
Rev. Dr. Adams. 

The Rev. Dr. Adams said : If I were to 
ask this audience in what respect the 
speeches of Dr. Bellows and Mr. Knapp 
differ from the medical department of the 
government, I suppose you would respond 
that they need no supplement. I had come 
here with the intention of saying a few 
words, more in the way of expressing my 
interest in this subject, than in any supposed 
necessity for arguing w r itb any who are 
skeptical concerning it. But at this late 
this hour I think the best favor I can ren- 
der to the audience, is not to detain them 
with any remarks. 

The doxology was Bung and the conven- 
tion adjourned. 



LADIES MOKNING MEETING. 

In an upper room of the Cooper Union 
the delegates met on the following morning, 
to listen to details of the work from persons 
officially connected with the Commission. 
The meeting was largely atteuded, and 
greatly interested in what was said by the 
several speakers. 

Dr. Bellows read a letter from Dr. Gor- 
don Buck, of New York, regretting that he 
was unable to attend the meeting, and pay- 
ing a high tribute to the work accomplished 
by the Sanitary Commission. 
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A large diagram, representing the various 
branches oflhe Commission, was placed be- 
hind the platform, by means of which the 
workings of the Commission were explained. 

Dr. Bellows said that the most important 
part of the work was represented by the 
ladies who furnish the stores and supplies. 
He also explained the character of the or- 
ganization The central depot is at Wash- 
ington, where the Board holds stated meet- 
ings. 

The Central Committee, which consists 
of five members, is stationed in this city. 
It hud been found necessary to compose the 
Committee of men who could meet fre- 
quently, and therefore it was necessary that 
they should reside here. This Committee, 
which has entire charge of the Commission 
when the Board is not in session in Wash- 
ington, meets daily at three o'clock. Re- 
cently, two members have been added, one 
fron Boston and one from Philadelpeia, 
who meet with the Committee twice a 
mouth. 

The General Secretary is the executive 
officer, and lives in New York. lie fre- 
quently visits the field, and makes himself 
acquainted with the work performed, and 
the manner in which the officers of tho 
Commission perform their duties. The 
Standing Committee also visits the field 
from time to time, and inspects the work of 
the Commission. The General Secretary 
reports to the Standing Committee. 

The speaker said that the wisdom and 
skill of the founders of the Commission was 
proved by the fact that it has remained un- 
changed since it went into operatian. The 
method and plans upon which it was formed 
were carefully designed, and founded on 
study and experience; and there has been 
no occasion to alter its workings. It is not 
a sentimental humane association, designed 
to embarrass the work of the government, 
nor to enervate the soldier, but to encourage 
tho medical department of the army, and 
to help the government, the army, and the 1 
oountry. 

in speaking of the workings of the Com- 
mission, the speaker said that it had not 
been the object of the Society to keep itself 
before tho people more than was necessary 
to accomplish its work. He believed that 
much was done by the Commission for 
which tho government received the credit, 
and he was willing that the credit of its 
labors should go to the government. 

The Commission is divided into two de- 



partments, the Eastern add Western, with 
principal depots ut Washington and Louis- 
ville. Each department is uuder the direc- 
tion of an Associate Secretary, who guides 
and controls the several agents under his 
supervision. 

The speaker said an experienced and 
capable man was constantly employed in 
buying stores for the Commission. In this 
city a committee, consisting of Messrs. A. 
A. Low, Jonathan Sturges, and W. B Astor, 
examine the financial condition of the Com- 
mission at stated periods. 

Dr. Bellows explained the workings of 
the office in Washington. He said that it 
was opened at daylight, business commenc- 
ing at seven o'clock, and closing ut eleven 
p.M. During the night a servant answered 
the bell, and supplied all proper requisitions. 
Prom this depot fifteen army posts and 
general hospitals are daily supplied with 
j stores. Besides the daily calls from hos- 
pitals, there ure at least one hundred appli- 
cants for (individual relief, together with 
philanthropic ladies who solicit goods to dis- 
tribute among Bick and wounded soldiers. 
Each of these applicants has to be attended 
to, requiring much time and labor on the 
part of those employed by the Commission. 
In addition to the business transacted at the 
Washington office, general intelligence is 
given to strangers seeking information. It 
is, in fact, a general encyclopedia of mili- 
tary knowledge, to which hotel-keepurs uud 
others direct persons inquiring for regiments, 
brigades, or divisions. Lists are kept of all 
the surgeons in the various departments. 
There women, wives, fathers, boys, and 
others, go to learn of their friends. 

The Home, which is near the railroad 
depot, has several hundred beds, where 
soldiers who have become separated from 
their commands, or for other reasons, having 
no place to sleep, are accommodated every 
night. There are twenty-five similar Homes 
throughout the couutry (although not so 
large), including those in Georgia. 

As many ns five hundred persons have 
visited the office in Washington during one 
day, on business. 

The speaker explained the rigor of the 
army regulations, and the difficulty experi- 
enced by men in obtaining necessary sup- 
plies, which were at hand, but which could 
not properly be provided according to reg- 
ulations. Hu said that these restrictions on 
the part of the government were necessary. 
Dr. Bellows added, that if the government 
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had twice as many officers, and five times as 
many supplies, it could not do the work now 
done by the Sanitary Commission. 

A lady handed the speaker a note, asking 
him to give some information in respect to 
the salaries paid to the officers of the Com- 
mission. 

Dr. Bellows said that the Commission did 
not often employ volunteer agents, and that 
they did spend a gpod deal of money on 
salaries. They must have men who would 
be under rigid discipline, and would perform 
the work required of them. They did it to 
be economical. The Board received no re- 
muneration, and the largest salary paid is 
fo the General Secretary, who must be a 
man of ability, and whose entire time is 
given to the service. Fortunately, they had 
thus far been able to get men for moderate 
salaries. They employed from two hundred 
to five hundred men at an average of two 
dollars a day, less than was paid to mechanics. 

The address of Dr. Bellows was interest- 
ing throughout, and at times eloquent. 

At the close of his speech, the audience 
was addressed by Mrs. Barker, Hospital 
Visitor from Washington, and A. M. Sperry, 
Auxiliary Relief Agent from City Point. 
The meeting was in every respect a success, 
and the delegates separated with good cheer 
in the work, retiring to their homes renewed 
in spirit and purpose for future work. 

DELEGATES 

Present at Soldiers' Aid Society Council, Netc York , 
November 16 and 17, 1864. 

ASSOCIATE MANAGERS. 

Miss F. Arnold, Eastern Westchester Co., N. Y. 
Mrs. W. D. Hamlin, Eastern Oneida Co., N. Y* 
Mrs. George Letcbwortb, Northern Cayuga Co., 
N. Y. 

Mrs. Wrn. Starr Miller, North Western Dutchess 
Co., N, Y. 

.Mrs. R. II. Redfield, Western Orange Co., N. Y. 
Miss G. B. Schuyler, South Western Westchester 
Co., N. Y. 

Mrs. Emma P. Thurber, Onondaga Co , N. Y. 
Mrs. C. E. Bacon, Northern Fairfield Co , Conn. 
Mrs. Benjamin Douglas, Middlesex Co., Conn. 
Mrs. John Olmsted, Hartford Co , Conn. 

Mrs. Lydia R. Ward, South-eastern Fairfield Co., 
Conn. 

Mrs. Eliza Howard Powers, Paterson, N. J. 

NEW YORK. 

Annan tlale, Mrs. J. C. Cruger. 

Mrs. Ab Staalz. 

Mrs. C. E. Sands. 

Mrs. John Bard. 

Ashford , Miss Jane Losee. 

Aut-urn , Mrs. C. H. Mcrriman. 

Mrs. Kirby, Samaritan Society 



Belfast, Miss Mary Trticsdell. 
Broadalbin , Mrs. C. S. Jerome. 
Brooklyn, Mrs. J. S. T. Stranaban. 
Mrs. 8. B. Caldwell. 

Mrs. G. B. Archer. 

Mrs. N. Burchard. 

Mrs. J. Emery. 

Mrs. Halliday. 

Mrs. W. J. Miller. 

Miss Manning. 

Miss S. A. Perkins. 

Miss M. Strunahan. 

Mrs. Jesse Smith. 

Mrs. W. Cornell. 

Mrs. W. C. Goddard. 

Mrs. F. E. Taylor. 

Mrs. D. S. Mills. 

Mrs. J. S. Turner. 

Cape Vincent, Mrs. II. A. House. 
DoUjm Ferry , Mrs. J. M. Ackerman. 

Miss A. A. Hotchkiss. 
Dunkirk , Mrs. O. S. Winans. 

EllenvUU , Mrs. George A. Dudley. 

Mrs. William C. Derby. 

Mrs. Alfred Ncafie. 
Garrisons , Miss Arden. 

Mrs. H. W. Belcher. 

Mrs. W. S. Livingston. 
Mrs. F. Livingston. 

Glen Cove , Miss E. Valentine. 

Miss E. Coles. 

Miss E. Craft. 

Gloversville, Mrs. M. Lebar. 

Mrs. E. W. Burlingame. 
Goshen, Mrs. E. A. Redficld. 

Harlem , Mrs E. B. Haddem. 

Mrs. E H. Gillette. 

Mrs. J. L. Colby. 

Harrison , Mrs. David Haviland. 

Mrs. Joseph Park. 

Mrs. James Griffin. 

Mrs. W. F. Haviland. 

Miss Sarah Griffin. 

Miss- M. Lcaroan. 

Mrs. Grady. 

Irvington, Mrs. Thomas. 

Mrs. Crosby. 

Mrs R. M. Blatchford. 

Mrs. Brown 
Miss Dutchcr. 

Miss Mulhollen. 

Kingston , Miss Angela Tappnn. 
LeonardsvilU, Mrs. Isaac Brown. 
Mamaroneck, Mrs. A. N. Locke. 

Miss M. E. Knapp. 

Miss J. Halsted. 

Mrs E. T. Stanley. 

Mrs. J. P. Lyon. 
Newburgh, Mrs. E. Hasbrouck 
Mrs. L. P. Dodge. 

North White Creek, Mrs. Money peony. 
Nyark , Mrs. John O. Gunn. 

Oblong , Miss Mary S. Cline. 

Miss Clara C. Reed. 

Palisades, Mrs. Grcenleaf. 

Mrs. Park. 

Peeks kill, Mrs. Dr. Stewart. 

Miss Mills. 

Mrs. G. F. Hussey. 
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J’ottdam, Miss C. 8. Purtridge. 

Poughkeepsie , Mrs. Riebard Bay ley. 

Miss Julia N Crosby. 

Pulaski , Mrs. A. C. Burtou. 

Miss M. J. Ingcrsoll 
Rhinebeck , Mrs. Stephen Schuyler. 

Mrs. William Cross 
Mrs. W. Starr Miller. 

Mrs. Lewis Marquat. 

Miss Eliza S. Bowne. 

Schenectady, Miss Muria Potter. 

Singeing, Mrs. Ryder. 

Mrs. Pcntz. 

Mrs. Cunningham. 

Mrs. Woodruff. 

Mrs. Campbell. , 

Mrs. Smith. 

Miss Snowden. 

Miss Van Cortlandl. 

Mias Carpenter. 

Mias Ludlura. 

Bowsers, Miss Sarah Brown. 

South Brooklyn , Mrs. E. Simpler. 

Mrs. J. Miller. 

Mrs. S. B. Caldwell. 

Syracuse, Mrs. Emma P. Thurber. 

Tappan , Mrs. F. B. Lewis. 

Tarrytown , Mrs. William S. Wilson. 

Mrs. O. S. Davis. 

# Mrs. Wheeler. 

Mrs. McCutcheon. 

Miss Hoffiman. 

Reformed Dutch Church, Mrs. Frank 
Vincent. 

Mias F. A. Thompson. 

Miss A. D. Cobb. 

Troy , Mrs. J. Lansing Van Sehoonhoven. 

Upper Red Hook , Mrs. Mooney. 

Utica , Mrs. William Hamlin. 

Waterloo, Mrs. Col. Barton. 

Waver ley, Miss Mary Turner. 

West Winfield, Mrs. Walker. 

Miss H. Stout. 

White Plains . Mrs. R. Berriau. 

Mrs. J. J. Clapp. 

Miss A. Silliman. 

Miss P. Underhill. 

Yonkers , Mrs. G. Hilton Scribner. 

Mrs. Cyrus Cleveland. 

Mrs. S. Hibbard. 

Mrs. J. Lawrence. 

Mrs. Davidson. 

Mrs. Brett. 

Mrs. Leib. 

Mrs. Clapp. 

Mrs. Rich. 

Mrs. Walsh. 

Miss Walsh. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Bridgeport , Miss Lydia R. Ward. 

Miss Sarah C- Ward. 

Central Waterford , Mrs. D. P. Rogers. 

Mrs. Edmund Durrow. 
Cheshire, Mrs. Mary J. Doolittle. 

Banbury, Mrs. C. E. Bacon. 

Bast Bridgeport , Mrs. L. E. Nelson. 

Mrs. S. C. Kingman. 

East Uaddam, Miss Lucretia Brainerd. 

Mrs. Jehiel Williams. 



I Georgetown, Mrs. 8 targes Bennett. 

I Greenwich, Mrs. Mark Banks. 

Mrs. J. H. Linsley. 

| Hartford, Mrs. John Olmsted, 
j Lakeville, Mrs. M. H. Williams. 

Mrs. S. S. Robbins. 

Mrs. M. H. Robbins. 

1 Middletown, Mrs. Benjamin Douglas. 

New Haven, Mrs. A. N. Skinner. 

Miss J. W. Skinner. 

New London , Mrs. Albertson. 

Salisbury, Mrs. L. B. Werden. 

Southington, Mrs. E. C. Jones. 

Mrs. Joshua Fletcher. 

South Manchester , Mrs. George W. Cheney. 

South Norwalk, Miss H. Ay mar. 

Miss Emma Cape. 

Mis9 Mary Dill. 

Westbrook , Mrs. A. A. Spencer. 

Miss Sarah E. Burr. 

Wethersfield, Miss Fanny Stauton. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Newport , Mrs. Berry. 

Providence, Mrs. Hoppin. 

NEW JBRSEY. 

Camden, Mrs. H. S. Miller. 

Dover, Mrs. E. Lindsley. 

Mrs. Dr. Condict. 

Elizabeth, Miss Baker. 

Jersey City , Mrs. Wilbur. 

Mrs. Sausude. 

Key port, Mrs. II. E. Bishop. 

Mrs. H. II. Seabrook. 

New Providence, Mrs. Jarvis Johnson. 

Mrs. Daniel A. Valentine. 

Orange, Mrs. Theron Baldwin. 

Miss Hillyer. 

Miss Anne Tierson. * 

Paterson, Mrs. Henry Clark. 

Miss Mary Quin. 

Mrs. A. Sloulenborough. 

Mrs. E. II. Powers. 

Plainfield, Mrs. Rev. T. S. Brown. 

Mrs. Dr. C. H. Siillinuu. 

Miss Mary E. Coon. 

Rahway, Miss W. Edgar. 

Miss G. Degraw. 

Miss Shedden. 

Red Bank, Mr. Duunell. 

Shrewsbury , Mrs. L. C. Williams. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Holyoke, Mrs. William G. Porter. 

Mrs. J. M. Burns. 

North Egremonl and Great Barrington , Mrs. Sulli- 
van. 

Shelburne Falls, Mrs. Dr. A H. Taylor. 
Stockbridge, Mrs. Jonathan Field. 

VERMONT. 

Bratlleboro , Mrs. Davenport, Assoc. Man. N. K. 
W. A. A. 

Rutland? Mrs. Ripley, Assoc. Man. N. E. VV. A. A, 

MICHIGAN. 

Detroit , Mrs. Stearns. 

CANADA. 

Toronto, Mr. George II Foils. 

Miss Mary E. Folts. 
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N 11 m hr r of Soldier's Aid Societies represented, 
92. Number of Delegates, 213. 

We shall be glad to bare made known to us 
noy errors or omissions in tbe above list. 

HOSPITAL GARDENS. 

BY M. C. READ. 

Chattanooga, Tens., 1 
November 19, 1864. / 

Id sending you a final report of the issues 
front the hospital gardens at this place, I 
cannot deny myself the gratification of a 
brief reference to a few of the military and 
medical officers whose hearty co-operation 
has rendered it so eminently successful, 
since without their aid and protection, no- 
thing could have been accomplished. 

To Dr. I’crine, at that time Medical Di- 
rector, we arc indebted for bringing the 
subject to the attention of the General com- 
manding the Department, who readily grant- 
ed all necessary orders to protect us in the 
possession of the premises, and to prevent 
all tresspassing. 

LOCATION. 

The grounds were chosen after a careful 
reeonnoissance of the whole neighborhood, 
in company with Dr. Salter, who was re- 
quested by Dr. Ferine to make the selection. 
A fertile tract was found, bordered on one 
side by the Tennessee, on one by Citico 
Creek, while a continuous woods from which 
a fence could readily be made, skirted the 
other sides. It was situated near the town, 
at a point where no military roads were re- 
quired, and when in any possible attack or 
defence of tbe post, it was scarcely possible 
hostile forces would ever cross it. 

TOOLS. 

As soon as the grounds were selected, 
details were furnished on the orders of Maj. 
Gcd. Stccdman, then Post Commandant, to 
fence and work it. He authorized us to re- 
plenish our stock of tools by impressments 
from the country, and the tools thus 
gathered were promptly repaired, and others 
made to order by Oapt. H. M. Smith, 
Quartermaster in charge of Government 
shops. 

HORSES. 

When in the early stages of the enter- 
prise, the want of horses seemed likely 
to cause an entire abandonment of the 
work, permission was obtained to select 
such a-s might be matte serviceable, from 
the corrals of disabled animals, and these 
under careful treatment so improved that 



all the work has been done by them, and at 
the close of the season, we have seventeen ser- 
l viceable animals, any one of which is worth 
more than they all were when taken from 
the corral. Through tbe assistance of Capt. 
Clark, Quartermaster for the hospitals, we 
obtained these animals and forage for them, 
and have received constant and almost 
daily assistance which was indispensable to 
success. 

CONVALESCENTS. 

To Drs. Cloak and Salter, successively 
Medical Dircctocs of the Post, we were in- 
debted for constant favors; and in tbe midst 
of the season when details could not other- 
wise be procured for the necessary care of 
the erops, through the kindness of these 
officers, arrangements were made to send 
i convalescents from the hospitals for light 
duty at the gardens, who went into a tem- 
porary convalescent camp, were worked as 
they were able to work, fed freely upon 
vegetables, gradually inured to exercise and 
exposure, and after a few weeks, forwarded 
to their regiments, better fitted to endure 
the hardships of the camp, than if they had 
been sent directly from the hospitals. 

To all of these officers, to the command- 
ing officers of the colored troops, and to 
many others, have we been indebted for 
that constant assistance, without which the 
work could not have been prosecuted, and 
which has been uniformly rendered with 
that hearty good will, and with such ex- 
pressions of interest in the work as proved 
that its value was fully appreciated. 

Copies of reports made to the Medical 
Director of the Post, from the Surgeons in 
charge here, have alreudy been forwarded 
to you, and the tabic enclosed will show 
i you the aggregate Issues from the garden, 
a good supply of winter radishes and tur- 
| nips yet remaining to be gathered. 

Wo have furnished seeds for several 
regimental, brigade, and headquarter gar- 
dens, and in some instances, tools for their 
cultivation. 

PICKLES. 

The pickles wo arc making at the rooms 
from the unripened tomatoes, after sending 
to the hospitals all that could be put up 
there, would sell in any of the Northern 
markets for more than the entire cost of the 
gardens, while the cash value of the vegeta- 
bles issued, estimated at a price less than 
one-half tbe rates charged by citizens, who 
have peddled their vegetables during the 
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season, is, as you will sec, over $06,000, 
which in a pecuniary point of view may be 
taken as the profits of the enterprise. 

PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION. 

The vegetables were distributed on the 
principle that the sick and wounded in hos- 
pital should be first supplied, then that all 
the Bick and convalescent out of hospital 
should be reached, and whatever surplus 
there should be at any time after these de- 
mands were met, should be distributed to 
all the troops in and about Chattanooga. 
As opportunity offered, Occasional supplies 
were sent during the campaign to the hos- 
pitals toward the front, but of necessity, the 
most of them were distributed here. 

The value of these issues is not to be 
estimated in dollars and cents. The first 
wounded brought to Chattanooga were sup- 
lied on the day of their arrivul with 
fresh vegetables from the garden, and from 
that time daily issues, Sundays excepted, 
have been made throughout the season ; 
while during much of the time no vegeta- 
bles could possibly have been obtained if 
this source of supply had qot existed. And, 
as by universal testimony, a generous sup- 
ply of vegetable food is indispensable to the ! 
recovery of the sick and wounded, who, I 
during an active campaign, have been sup- 
plied only with the ordinary portable 
rations, the restored health of many soldiers, 
and the lives of many actually saved, should 
be taken as the net profits of the work. 
For the value of this return, there is no 
possible pecuniary estimate. Let the wife 
or mother, or children of the soldier who 
has been restored to them in health, esti- 
mate if possible the value of the supple- 
mental aid, without which the best atten- 
tion and the highest skill might have proved 
unavailing, and his return have become im- 
possible. 

For this year the work of the gardens is 
nearly finished. Most of the ground has 
been plowed for spring planting, and the 
men are repairing the tools and putting ; 
everything in order for early work. 

GARDENER. 

Mr. Wills, the gurdner, has labored with ' 
• untiring energy, has taken a commendable 
pride in the garden, and has achieved a 
success worthy of his efforts. His head- 
quarters arc a model of taste, commanding 
a view of the greater part of the grounds, 
and are erected upon a symmetrical Indian 
mound, the slopes and top of which have 



been covered with a profusion of flowers. 
Its beauty has commanded the admiration 
of every visitor, and the demand for the 
gardener’s papers of seed for flowers, have 
been exceeded only by the demand for bis 
vegetables. 

A report of the yield of the garden, and 
copies of the reports from the surgeons in 
charge of the hospitals here, have been 
forwarded to General Thomas, and I doubt 
not he will authorize the continuance of 
the work another year, if this point is to be 
occupied as a military post. 

The experience of this season satisfies me 
that such gardens are both economical and 
indispensable, and that the convalescents of 
the army, if properly organized, could be 
made available for the cultivation of vege- 
tables sufficient for the entire demands 
during the summer, and with great benefit 
to the health and habits of the men. 



SUPPLIES ISSUED. 



Abstract of Issues from the Hospital Garden of the 
U. S. Sanitary Commission at Chattanooga , Ten- 
nessee , April 15 to November 14, 1804. 



Lettuce, 


1.2S9 bu»h 


Bert*. 


1,563 " 


Onions, 


1,407 “ 


Mustard, 


1,496 ** 


Potatoes, (Irish) 


901** “ 


Radi * ben, 


715 " 


Pea*. 


442 “ 


Soap beans. 


431 M 


Lima '* 


148 M 


Tomatoes. 


1,269 * 4 


Sweet potatoes, 


384 •* 


Spinach, 


133 •• 



Turnip* and via- 

ter radishes, 7}* hush. 
Cucumber*, 2,69-< dos. 

Summer *quash, no 
l 10.761 bend* 

! Table corn, 107. 62 ea:s. 

Okra. 1,717 dux. 

j 1'eppera, 95ft “ 

i Melon*. l,6tiS no. 

I Winter xquasb, SIS “ 

Pumpkin*, 1,161 *' 

' Flower need*, 5,779 paper* 



Estimated value at Chattanooga, $66,- 



375 70. 

The crop of winter radishes and turnips 
remain to be issued. 



ORDER OF MAJOR GENERAL THOMAS. 

Chattanooga. 1 
Nov. 24, 1864. / 

Dr. J. S. Newberry, 

See. Western Department D. 8. Sanitary Coraml*»loo. 

My Dear Sir: — Enclosed you will find 
copy of General Thomas' order for the cul- 
tivation of the gardeus at this post, for the 
coming season. 

Mr. Wills will return North soon, aDd 
will make out lists and amounts of seed 
required. It is important that the seeds he 
purchased and forwarded, so that the work 
can commence early, and go on without 
interruption. I will write to-night to Mr. 
Newton of the Agricultural Department, 
and secure a supply from him, but of course 
not a large amount. Shall make immediate 
efforts to enrich the gardens on the moun- 
tain. Yours truly, 

M. C. Read. 
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Head Qua. Dipt, op the Cchbkui.akd, 1 
Chattasooua, Tixs., Nov. 23, 18G4. / 

Special Field Order t, No. 321. 

Kxlraet. 

****** 

IV'. The protection heretofore furnished 
the Sanitary Commission, in the cultivation 
of abandoned lands, for the benefit of hos- 
pitals, &c., is hereby renewed, and its 
authority extended over the brigade garden 
oa Lookout Mountain. 

Every preparation will be made for keep- 
ing the gardens under its control, in full 
cultivation for the ensuing year. 

****** 

By command of Major Gen. Thomas. 

Southard Hoffman, 

Amount Adjutant General. 

Mr. Read, 

Agent Sanitary Commission. 

EXCHANOE OF PRISONERS AT RED RIVER. 

BY JOHN STEVENS, JR. 

N*w Orliass, 1 
Ocl. 25, 1804. / 

Dr. Gf.o. A. Blake, 

Dear Sir : — At the invitation of Col. 
Dwight, Commissioner of Exchange, I left 
in the steamer St. Marys for Red River, 
landing on the 21*t inst. My boxes had an 
assortment of articles, such as stimulants, 
milk, beef stock and farina, with reading 
matter aud many other things which would 
be acceptable to men who had tarried long 
in rebeldom. where they entered scantily 
furnished on account of sudden capture, 
and where they lived six months or more, 
without any additions in the way of comforts. 

We had some one hundred and fifty well 
clothed and well filled rebels, who evidently 
had enjoyed their stay in the city, even if it 
had been forced. 

Reaching the mouth of the Red River 
late Saturday evening, it was not till next 
morning that we were able to communicate 
with the rebel commissioners, and about 
noon, two of our late steamers came down 
the river with the white flag at the “ fore,” 
and the red aud white ensigu aft. 

A band, playing Bonuie Blue Flag, 
worked a response from our excursion boat, 
which joined us, with General McGinnis, 
from Morganxia, in the way of all good 
national airs, which were sweet music indeed 
to the crowd of poor, dirty, ragged creatures 
that crowded their decks, and whose cars 
had too long been accustomed to their hate- 



ful tunes. Real good Anglo-Saxon hurrahs 
would fill the air, contrasting pleasantly with 
the rebel yell which one has to hear to 
appreciate. 

The preliminary forms having been at- 
tended to, the exchanges were made, and 
those who had suffered a long imprisonment 
were free once more. 

THE OLD FLAG. 

The color bearer of the 48tli Ohio, many 
of whose regiment were captured at Mans- 
field, had, when surrounded, stripped his 
flag from the staff, and secreted it around 
his body. When in the stockade in Texas, 
it beiug rumored among the rebels that 
such was the case, a diligent search was 
made for it, but our men had shrewdly 
buried it. After resting some time in rebel 
soil it was dug up, aud only slightly soiled, 
and stitched into the jacket of one of the 
captains, under the lining, and thus it 
passed it* captivity. On the way down the 
river tho men secretly made a flag-staff, so 
that the very instant they stepped on board 
our boat, after the exchange, they drew oht 
from its long hiding place their good old 
flag, spreading ft to the breeze. The effect 
can be imagined better than described ; 
shouts, yells of defiance, aud tears of joy 
followed, with no doubt many thanksgivings 
to God for His mercy in thus spariug them, 
to witness this triumph. 

Most of the men, physically, were in 
good condition. Some dozen or more were, 
however, suffering from chronic diarrhoea, 
and my attention was soon directed to them. 
Some hot broth and stimulants relieved 
them, but death had rnnrked several for his 
own. One died in a few hours. There was 
no regular medical attendance at their place 
of confinement, and although not as cruel 
as in some other places, yet there was more 
neglect than humanity would allow. A 
great many had died of scurvy, and no 
means had been taken to prevent it. Ah 
for clothing, there was not a whole decent 
garment in the crowd. Most were noteveu 
protected sufficiently for the season. As 
soon as we were settled, I had pails of milk 
punch ready for those who seemed ex- 
hausted, which with soft crackers, was rel- 
ished much. Getting a sergeant there, we 
distributed onions to thcdifferentmesscs. On 
our way home opened a box of newspapers, 
magazines, aud a bundle of Testaments, with 
other little books, which were greedily 
seized; also writing paper, envelopes and 
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pens ; so that all could send houie the good 
tidings of their deliverance 

About 4 r.M. on Monday we landed our 
motley crowd at New Orleans, where they 
were cared for by the officers of the depart- 
ment. 



THE SANITARY COMMISSION AND OUR RE- 
TURNED PRISONERS. 

BY D. J. BRIOIIAM. 

With seven other agents of the Sanitary 
Commission, l started on Thursday, Octo- 
ber 27, for Fortress Monroe. Arrived there 
Friday afternoon, not knowing where we 
were going or for what purpose. We were 
there told that our destination was Savan- 
nah River; that we were all to go on differ- 
ent ships, each taking a quantity of Sanitary 
Commission stores on board, to be issued to 
our prisoners, on their return to Annapolis. 

On Tuesday, November 1, wc received 
orders to go on board the different ships 
with our stores, so as to be in readiness to 
start at any time. We then divided the 
stores, giving to each one a share propor- 
tionate to the size of the vessel on which he 
was ordered, and in a short time I found 
myself on board the Gen. Sedgwick. 

Arrived at Port Royal on Saturday, No- 
vember 12. On tho 16th we went to Beau- 
fort, came back to Port Royal tho 17th, 

On Sunday, November 20, we started 
with the whole fleet for the point of ex- 
change in the Savannah River. Opposite 
Fort Pulaski the river is tilled with sunken 
vessels ; no ships have passed above this 
obstruction till within a few weeks. By 
means of a skillful pilot we passed it in 
safety, and arrived at Venus Point, where 
the exchange is taking place. 

I went on board the New York (which 
was then receiving our prisoners) and there 
witnessed a scene of misery beyoud any- 
thing I ever conceived. Many of our men 
were unable to walk. Most of them were 
barefooted, many of them without under- 
clothing, and their thin, wasted forms were 
covered with dirt and vermin. When they 
found themselves on our vessels, their eyes, 
before without expression, were lighted up 
with new brilliancy; it seemed like the 
dawniug of a new existence to them. When 
the hard-tack and coffee were given them, 
they were wild with joy, and each vied 
with the other in the quantity he could 
dispose of. Although it was with pain we 
witnessed their misery, yet a feeling of 
happiness, that I have seldom before expe- 



rienced, came over me on seeing their suf- 
ferings in a measure alleviated. 

We expected to get our load the next 
day, but did not until Tuesday, November 
22. I had my stores placed where I would 
have access to them easily, and about noon 
we received five hundred men, and started 
at 2 P M. for the North, having on board a 
surgeon, to whom I reported as directed. 
We had a strong wind in our favor and 
went along very fast; were soon out to sea. 
I gave out 40 blankets, and by the Surgeon’s 
direction a large quantity of Government 
blankets ; also gave out numbers of tin-cups. 

Wednesday, November 23, awoke very 
sick, the vessel rolling and pitching ter- 
ribly. I went forward, and the mate and 
I, with eight men detailed to help us. and the 
cook, raised some stores from the hold. 
The men were then given a breakfast of 
army bread and coffee. I then brought up 
a quantity of canned milk and tomatoes, 
and gave them to the cook. For dinner 
they were given meat, pickles and “ San. 
Com. soup,” as they called it, made of 
tomatoes, onions, meat and crackers. No- 
thing tasted so good to them as pickles and 
vinegar. During the day I gave out the 
shirts, socks, slippers and other goods. 
Every man who received these articles was 
in a very destitute condition, in fact almost 
naked. I also gave out considerable medi- 
cine, liquor, &c., according to tho surgeon’s 
directions. Went to bed as soon as dark ; 
was completely exhausted, having eaten 
nothing during the day ; was soon rocked 
tt> sleep. 

Thursday awoke quite refreshed ; found 
the storm had abated. The men were 
mostly well and feeling in good spirits. I 
made the acquaintance of a great many 
prisoners; and many a tale of hair-breadth 
escapes, recaptures, rebel cruelty and in- 
tense suffering was told. Many were intel- 
ligent men, who appreciated the service 
of the Commission highly. They said that 
one-third of the stores sent them, reached 
those for whom they were designed, the 
balance is given to those in rebel hospitals. 
The sea was perfectly calm during the rest 
of the voyage over, and the men seemed to 
enjoy it very much. 

Friday, had a beautiful ride up the hay. 
The day passed off nearly the same as 
before. Arrived at Annapolis at 2 o’clock 
A.M. Went to the wharf at 7, and imme- 
diately commenced landing the men. All 
were given new clothes; and, except eight, 
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who were carried to the hospital on stretch- 
ers, were marched to Camp Parole. 

Lilt of Sanitary Store* forwarded to Fort ret* Monroe 
to accompany Expedition to Savannah for reltated 
prisoner*. 



1,300 palt*, wool Mocks. 
1,020 wool shlrt«- 
1,020 wool drawer*. 

2.000 pocket haukerchlef*. 

1.000 to weld. 

2CO blankets. 

40 pillows. 

36 military cap*. 

300 pair*, slippers. 

2W ib* crashed sugar. 
200 lb*, green tea 
23 boxes, chocolate. 
3.827 lbs. crackers. 

lb*, coudeii^ed tuilk. 



Special $cli 

SPECIAL KELI 



120 bot. old Bladen* wine. 
4,800 lbs. tomatoes. 

20 barrel*. onion*. 

20 ke««. pickles. 

130 tin cups. 

10 spit cups. 

21 lantern* 

80 lb* candles. 

24 wooden buckets. 

5 wooden fit kin*. 

30 do* essence ginger. 

369 lbs. tobacco. 

1,000 envelopes 

3 reams of letter paper. 

[ department. 

F— ONE WEEK. 



Officer at Buffalo, had not furnished the 
Pay Department with rolls on which to 
make a payment. Having received this in- 
formation, I sent Mr. Brown to Buffalo to 
investigate the matter there. He was 
treated very courteously by the Medical 
Officer in charge of the hospital, who as- 
sured him that measures should be taken to 
insure a speedy payment of the patients in 
his charge, and gave him every facility for 
taking the cases of those who claimed back 
pay, for which we obtain certificates that 
will enable the men to he mustered for all 
the pay due them. The result of our inves- 
tigation has been very satisfactory, and the 
prospects are now, that the soldiers there 
will no longer have reason to complain as 
heretofore. 



BY J. B. ABBOTT. 

I respectfully submit the following report 
of the “ Special Relief” work accomplished 
under my charge for the week ending Nov. 
19th, 1864: 



Number of pay accounts of dis- 
charged soldiers taken for ad- 



justineut, .... 


22 


Number of bounty claims taken, 


4 


Number of cases for back pay 


taken, .... 


60 


Number of applications for the 
pay of soldiers who have be- 


come prisoners of war, taken, 


11 


Number Naval claims taken, 


6 


Number of pension claims filed, 


26 


Whole number of cases taken, 


129 


Whole number of cases adjusted, 


78 



W bole amount collected, . 87,580 61 

Number of drafts forwarded, . 19 

Amount of the drafts sent, .81,837 03 

My attention having been called to the 
fact, that there are a large number of sol- 
diers in the Hospital at Buffalo, New York, 
who have from four to ten months back 
pay due them, and no way of obtaining it, 
as no payments are made at that hospital, 
I at once commenced to investigate the 
matter, for the purpose of securing the pa- 
tients their pay, if possible, which they 
need very much, as many of them have 
families dcpeudcDt upon the small monthly 
pittance they receive from the Government. 
I first applied to the Paymaster in charge 
of the Department at New Y'ork, who re- 
ferred me to the Paymaster’s statement at 
Albany. He informed me that the Medical 



CASH ACCOUNT. 

Cash on hand Nov. 12th, . 849 80 

Cash returned from loan, . . 12 00 

Expenditures, . . . . 75 

Cash on hand this date, . . 61 80 



The amount of work accomplished at the 
Homes and Lodges is less than usual, this 
week. 

There have been furnished at Lodge 

No. 4, lodgings to soldiers, . 289 

Meals to soldiers, . . . 1,912 

Meals to others, .... 643 

Whole number of meals given, . 2,555 

Number of soldiers and soldier’s 
friends admitted at the Alexandria 
Lodge since the lust report, . 128 

Number of meals given to soldiers, 247 

“ “ “ “ to soldiers’ 

friends, ..... 84 

Number lodgings furnished to sol- 
diers, 117 

Number lodgings furnished to sol- 
diers’ friends, .... 28 

The number of soldiers and soldiers’ 
friends admitted at the Home iu 
Baltimore, since last report. . 82 

Number of meals given to soldiers 

and their friends, . . . 386 

Number of lodgings, . . . 112 

HARRISBURG. 

Mr. C. C Brown, whom I temporarily 
assigned to the charge of the Soldier’s Rest 
at Harrisburg, Mr. Ferguson, the Superin- 
tendent, having gone home on sick leave 
for a few days, reports : 

Number of meals given for the week, . 55 
“ “ lodgings furnished, . . 51 
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A. H. Trego, Courier, reports eighty- 
three sick and wounded soldiers assisted and 1 
waited upon in trnnsitu between this city 
and New York, during the week. The num- 
ber thus aided is unusually small. 

In conclusion, I take the liberty to sug- 
gest the importance of a Lodge at Newbern, 
North Carolina, where I am advised by those 
who have visited that military post, that 
one is very much needed. I trust that 
measures will be taken to establish a lodge 
there, through the Agent of the Commis- 
sion stationed at that post. 

BV JULIUS NICHOLS. 

The following is the report of the sick, in 



Home Hospital, for the week 


ending 20th 


instant : 




Permanent eases treated, . 


. 15 


Transient cases treated, 


. 42 


Wounded men dressed, 


. 92 


Total, .... 


. 149 


BY H. WOODS. 





The following is thereportof the “ Home” 
for the Wives and Mothers of Soldiers, for 
the week ending Nov. 20th, 1864 : 

Whole number admitted, . . .37 

“ meals, . . . 370 

“ “ lodged, . . , 144 

BY P. J. M'HENRY. 

The following is the report of “ The 
Home” for the week ending Nov. 20th, 
1864: 

Whole number admitted, . . 748 

“ “ lodgings, . . 1,223 

“ “ meals, . . . 2,854 

Representing the following States: — 
Maine, 50 ; New Hampshire, 37 ; Vermont, 
7; Massachusetts, 83; Rhode Island, 6; 
Connecticut, 19; New York, 197; New 
Jersey, 22; Pennsylvania, 158; Delaware, 
5; Maryland, 9; Virginia, 1; Ohio, 32; 
Indiana, 8; Illinois, 15; Michigan, 91; 
Wisconsin, 6 ; Iowa, 2. 

BY J. ADDISON WHITAKER. 

Aksapous, Md., Nov. 21, 1864. 

I herewith respectfully present my report 
for this District, for the week ending this 
date. 

Office duties have been more pressing 
than usual, on account of large quantities 
of stores arriving every day, in view of the 
expected arrival of ten thousand paroled 
prisoners from rebel prisons. 

I had previously been informed by the 



surgeons in charge of the hospitals what 
each of them would need, to add to the 
comfort of the unfortunate men. Consc- 
uently as the stores arrived from day to 
ay, I made immediate distribution of them, 
according to requests of the surgeons. In 
this way, I avoided a large accumulation in 
, the storehouse, and by the end of the 
week, with the exception of handkerchiefs 
and towels, so far as the Sanitary Commis- 
sion’s work extends towards supplying the 
District, wo wore ready to welcome home 
our long absent ones, who have so patiently, 
and patriotically endured the privations of 
rebel prisons. 

During the reception and distribution of 
; the stores, the office has at times been filled 
with visitors, some to have their cards re- 
newed at the “ Home,” some to have their 
; cards approved for admittance, some wait- 
1 ing conveyance to “Soldier’s Cemetery," 
where, perhaps, just a few hours previous 
a husband, son, or father was interred. 

Some wanted information about collecting 
deceased relative’s back pay, bounty and 
pension. Dozens of poor soldiers who have 
been prisoners, and whose families are really 
suffering for necessaries of life, were waiting 
to hear whether I could not procure certi- 
ficates for commutation of their rations 
while they were prisoners. 

Letters of inquiry also came, written by 
friends at home, wbo wished to anticipate 
the arrival of the “ Flag of Truce Boats.” 

Thus the week passed leaving the im- 
pression on our hearts, at least, that we had 
done another six days good work. 

I havo received, issued, and have on 
hand, stores as statement per paper “ A.” 

Camp Parole continues to open a wide 
field of usefulness to our agents. It affords 
me great satisfaction to review our work 
there from week to week. Our agents are 
not inactive, I assure you. Being well sup- 
plied with everything needed in our work, 
they are ready to reach forth a helping 
hand to our poor suffering soldiers, the mo- 
ment they arrive. And what a satisfaction 
it mast be to their friends at home to know 
that the Commission has so magnanimously 
provided for almost every little want they 
may have on their arrival. 

Divisions numbers 1 and 2, U. S. Gene- 
ral Hospitals, are visited regularly by our 
Agent, Mr. Miller. lie is kindly welcomed 
by officers, and gladly received by the 
men. 

I regard the presence of an agent in these 
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hospitals as most essential to our work, and 
the welfare of the men. 

“ The Home,” as you will see by report 
this week, is not so much crowded as here- 
tofore, nevertheless, affording to many a 
sorrowing heart a place of retirement and 
rest. I regard the report as quite interest- 
ing this week. 

In conclusion, allow me to express my 
thanks to you and your Assistant for the 
promptness with which you have enabled 
me to meet the requisitions of the surgeons 
of the different hospitals, your reward at 
present may he that we arc reat/y for the 
boats ! 



Statement of V. S. Sanitary Commission Stores 
issued by Addison Whitaker, Superintendent An. 
napolis District, for the month of AWr, 1864. 
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48 


20 


1,150 


Wool dr»tron, 


216 


12 * 


i 121 




30 


13 


503 pair* 


Woo! mittens, 


8S 


, 50 


100 


48 


1 


297 •* 


Wool sock*. 


396 


180 


96 




16 
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Cotton shirts, 


60 




48. 






98 


Cotton drawers. 






48 








48 “ 


Slippers, 


20 




23 






2 


45 ** 


Kin HW, 






6 






3 


9 •• 


fiu*peuders, 


2'S 


2 in 


123 


24 


4 


679 « 


Handkerchiefs, 


623 


170 


| 750 


700 




■ill ' 
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Towels, 
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Rye whiskey, 
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6 


12 
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Writing paper, 
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; 12,950 
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2 
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Tobacco, 


232 
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Bandages, 
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65 
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6 
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18 
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40 lbs. 


Spit cops, 
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Needles, 


12 
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39 
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Scissors, 


•1 
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Pillows, 
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3 


60 
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12 


12 


22 
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Corn starch, 




! 


AO 
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i 1 
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FROM WASHINGTON", D. C. 

BY J. B. HOLT, HOSPITAL VISITOR. 

I have the honor to submit the following 
report for the week ending Nov. 19, It' 64 : 
Have visited during the week the hospitals 
at Alexandria, 20 in number, not includ- 
ing two at barracks. Have also visited 
Fort Lyons, Fort Williams, Forts Ward, 
Albany, Woodbury, Strong, Fairfux Semi- 
nary, ami Invalid Corps hospital at Freed- 
man’s Village, Arlington Heights. Have 
written very many letters (evenings) for 
soldiers in regard to State bounties, Ac. 
Have, by writing to friends and citizens, 
in towns where the men were arrested, ob- 
tained testimony showing that in two cases 
the arrests were illegal, the men never 
having enlisted. The men have been sent 
home to their families, after being confined 
in prison and sick in hospitals for many 
months. I have given much information 
in regard to back pay, bounties, transfers, 
Ac. Tho supply in storehouse the past 
week being more abundant than for some 
weeks, I have been able in consequence to 
do much more for the comfort of the suffer- 
ing, making my work much more pleasant. 
In consequence of a ride to day of some 
fifteen miles, I will beg you to accept this 
meagre report. 

PR0FE880R SILLIMAN. 

The New Haven Daily Journal is before 
us. It gives a column to the name and vir- 
tues of Professor Benjamin Silliman, Seur. 
The following extract is noticed here, as bear- 
ing upon his interest in the U. S. San. Com.; 

His last appearance in public was at the 
uicoting on Sunday evening, which was held 
for the Sanitary Commission, by his interest 
in which his patriotism, his humanity and 
his public spirit were all illustrated in this 
last public act which proved the occasion of 
his death. 

Wo remember to have seen Professor 
Silliman at the meeting referred to, and we 
well remember his remark at its conclusion. 
Taking us warmly by tho hand, he said : 

“ I am now satisfied that the interests of 
our soldiers will be well served. New 
Haven is safe for the Sanitary Commission.” 

Such was the testimony of this great and 
good man. A Christian, ripe in years, in 
experience, in hope. 
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GENERAL SHERIDAN AND THE SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

The Sanitary Commission has received 
the following letter from Gen. Sheridan : 

II KADQ DARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 1 
In thr Field, November 13, 1864. / 

J Foster Jenkins, 

OeuenU Secretary U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Sir: — Y ours of October 31, ad- 
vising me of my having been elected an 
associate member of the United States Sani- 
tary Commission, is received. 

I have the honor to thank you for the 
compliment paid me, and in behalf of the 
sick and wounded of this army, to acknow- 
ledge the many benefits derived from your 
charitable association. 
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PROTECTIVE 

W&vd&Uim gradation 

or THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK. 

OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 

NEW YORK. 

President. 

Liiut.-Gb». WINFIELD SCOTT. 



V ICE-PllESIDKNTS. 

| Hon. Hamilton Fisk, Admiral Dupont, 

John J. Cjkco, Esq., Rod. A Wittwaub, Esq 
Treasurer.— Robert B. Misturn, Esq. 

Directors. 

* Hons. E. D. Moroan, Howard Potter, 

George Opdykk, ’William E. Dodoe, jr., 
Hiram Barney, | Theodore Roosbyklt, 
Jas W. Bkekmah, Peter Cooper, 
n. W. Bellows, D D., iGkorgb Bancroft, 

1 John Jacob Astor, Daniel Lord, 

Jambs Brown, I Wilson G. Host, 

| William H. Aspinwall,! Robert L. Stuart, 

| James Gallatin, I Alfred Pell. 

Apply in person or by letter, to 

HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretory, 

35 CiiAMRE its Street, New York. 

OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

l*f. To secure, the soldiers and sailors and thrir 
j families , any claims for pensions , pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from briny made 
I against the Government. 

I 4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
I soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 



THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
j the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 

| and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq , New York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Btiren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surgeon-Gen’l U. S. A 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

I C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I. 

Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, III. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Hornce Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 

Rev. J. H. lleywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Charles J. Stillc, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, 111. 

officers. 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 

George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm. H. Van Buren, M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. K. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Slill6. 

HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland. District of Co- 
lombia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “Ollice of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut .Street, Philadelphia.*' 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In nil cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
meut of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last beard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will bo sent 
by return of mail ; if in person, It will be answered 
at once; or it by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer's expense. 

jjgg*-Sohliera' Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of tho United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal cAre and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions beiug governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
aud all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to Slates or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
iuvited to send their offerings : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS Of COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

DEPOTS or DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. SanitAry Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, ild. 



U S. Sanitary Commission, Harper's Ferry, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commissiou, Anuapolis, Md 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 

IT. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, 0. 

C. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, 111. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 69 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

4 ‘ Special Relief Office,” No. 389 U Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
aud arrears of Pay aud Bouuly, and in various 
other ways. 

“ The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, I). C. 

“ Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 6,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R R., Alexandria, Va. 

“ The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

u Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers.” Annapolis, Md. 

“ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

11 Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“ The Home,” New Orleans, La. 

“Special Relief” Office, 13u7 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

“ Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

HOSPITAL CARS. 

Between Louisville and Chattanooga — Dr. J, 
P. Bornom, Surgeon in charge. 

SANITARY STEAMER. 

James River — Elizabeth. 
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BRANCH, 

No. 10 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 



Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs, 

Tb« “Palm**” Arm *nd L*a are now furulshed for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extract* from official letters from the Etargeon-General. which will gratify uutijen u- *p; licanta, 
who, In the have been led to believe that they mail accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government 

BcBOKoff-GR.VKHAL'e Owe*, 

W arhixutox Citt, DC, Dec J*i, IMS. 

fit*:— The Board of Medical Officer* assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted Z them for an Artificial Arm, having reported 

I k COMPLIANCE WITH TIIE BBODMMRNDATION OP TJI K BoaEU. VIIX A BOLDINE MAT DM1BE TO PCKCIIA«K “THE MOBB 
KLBOAKT AND XXPBXSIVg ARM OP PaLMBR," PIPTT DOLLAR* WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARD* PATMFNT P-»K THT RAMS. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CKaNE, Surgeon U.8.A. 

Sracixox-UexitaAL'* Oxnoi, 
Warrington Citt, ILO . Sept 20 lSdl. 

Bib: — I n answer to your letter of the let ln*L, I am directed to Inform yon, that the Report an ^recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled iu New York, to examine sample* and model* of Artificial Limb*, is not designed 
to supersede the recoin meudatlon of the former Board, so par as reward* tus Lima* m ax r facti'rkd by tud. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Bnrgeoo-Oeneral. 

W. a bPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U S. A. 

To B. PRANK. PALMER, LL.D , 744 Broadway, New York. 



The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 

The Best PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. 

The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT" ARM. FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 

Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices Addrees 

B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 

President American Arlijtcial Limb Co. 



BRANCH, 

No. 744 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 



)- p\T£^ T LEG&Adi*] 

f QjeSO 17 -* 'I 

LADE LPHIA,' 



THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM COMPANY, 

OF TIIE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Offloo, Ol Ooclar Street, New Yorlr. 

Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 

TRUSTEES: 

GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Estj., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. E. B. BEI.DEN, M.D., New Y’ork. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 

To nil acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than twenty productive wells, and in twblti others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it os a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent, on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 

JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 

So. 61 Cedar Street, Seto York. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

MORRIS 

FI k INLAND INSURANCE 

COMPANY, 

* 

COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 

CORNER WALL &c LT^LSSAATJ STS. 

« 

♦ 

Authorized Capital, • $5,000,000. 

Cash Capital, paid in,- $200,000. 

This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 



WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 

against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Curgocs, while lying in Port. 

Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 



DinBOTORS. 

JOHlf p. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 

FRED. H BRADLBE, DAH L W. TELLER, 

EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 

WILLIAM MACKAY, 8. N DERRICK, 

BRNJ. E. BATES. CHARLES HICKOX, 

B. C. MORRIS, Je., N. O. NIMS. 

B. C. MORRIS, President, 

WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 



BDWARD ROWE, 
ALBERT 0. LEE, 
OKOKQE M1LN, 

J C. MORRIS, 
ROBT BOWNB, 
EZRA NIB, 
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No. 29. PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 1, 1864. No. 29. 



Tub Sanitary Commission Bulletin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation , gratuitous or other , of above 14,000 copies , it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor , at the office, 1307 Chestnut street , Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the ter it or a. 

As the continuance of the publication of the Bullktin is uncertain, depending on that of the i car, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission — the Standing Committee feels a cerlatn degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscript tons for it — and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however , that some of their friends to * whom it is now sent gratuitously , ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars , remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strong, 68 Wall street. New York, or No 1307 Chestnut street , Philadelphia ,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 



A VOICE FROM PRISON. 

It is Dot an uncommon thought among 
the poor fellows who lie in Southern prisons 
that they are forgotten by friends at home. 
Long absence, distance, oppression, starva- 
tion. disease, suffering, combine to depress 
their spirits in many instances; and despair- 
ingly, they give way to the thought that 
they are forgotten. Such was the case with 
a poor boy of sixteen years, who had been 
captured, and who under the weight of his 
distress wrote the following lines, which 
have been copied from the original manu- 
script by a lady friend, who has been visit- 
ing the returned prisoners at Annapolis. 

WILL YOU LEAVE US HERE TO DIE? 

Will you leave us here to die 
When our country calls for tnen ? 

We came from forge, and store, and mill, 

From workshop, farm and factory, 

The broken ranks to fill. 

We left our quiet, happy homes, 

And ones we loved to well. 

To vanquish all the Union's foes, 

Or fall wh<?ro others fell. 

Now in prison dread we languish, 

And it is our constant cry, 

0 ye, who yet can save us, 

Will you leave us here to die ? 

Vol. I. No. 29 57 



The voice of slander tells yon, 

That our hearts were weak with fear; 
That all, or nearly all, 

Were captured in the rear. 

The scars upon our bodies. 

From musket ball and shell. 

The missing legs and shatter’d arms, 

A truer tale will tclL 
Wo have tried to do our duty 
I n the sight of God on high. 

O ye, who yet can save us. 

Will you leave us hero to die ? 

There are hearts with hope still heating 
In our pleasant Northern homos. 
Waiting, watching for the footsteps, 
That may never, never come. 

In Southern prisons pining, 

Meagre, tatter’d, pale and gnnnt, 
Growing weaker, weaker daily. 

From pinching cold and want. 

Here brothers, sons and husbands, 

Poor and hopeless captives lie. 

0 ye, who yet can save them, 

Will you leave them here to die? 

From out onr prison gate, 

There’s a graveyard d"«a at hand, 
Where lie ten thousand Union men, 
Beneath the Georgia sand. 

Scores on scores are laid beside them, 
As day surcoeds to day, 

And thus it ever will be. 

Till they all shall pass away; 

And the last will say, when dying. 

With upturn'd and glaring eye, 

Both Lovo and Faith are dead at homo, 
They have loft us here to die. 

Military Prison Hospital, 

AodersonvlUe, Ga. 
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BEPOST ON EXCHANGE OF PBISONEBS. 

BV RICHARD T. J. FALCON LR. ■ 
Wa-shinotox, D. C., Dec. 2, 1864. 

Having returned from the Exchange 
Expedition, 1 have the honor to submit to 
you the following as a report of my work 
as Relief Agent of the Commission. 

Our party of agents — eight in number — 
left Washington, on board the Manhattan, 
Thursday, Oft. 27, and were at Fortress 
Monroe on Friday noon. We were obliged 
to remain there until Tuesday, Nov. 1, 
when I received a permit from Lieut. Col. 
Mulford, Assistant Agent for Exchange, to 
proceed with sanitary supplies to llilton 
Head, S. C., on board steamer Kanark. 
(The other agents were same day assigned 
to different vessels of the fleet lying off the 
fort.) 

We remained off Fortress Monroe till 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, when we started for Hil- 
ton Head, at which place we arrived Satur- 
day, Nov. 12. By Sunday all the transports 
were anchored at Hilton Head. When we 
arrived at the furthest point of our expedi- 
tion, — the place for the exchange — Col. 
Mulford came aboard the Kanark , and in- 
formed us that a rebel flag of truce boat 
would be down with prisoners Saturday, 
A.M., Nov. 2G, and that the Kanark would 
have the first boat. 

We were much cheered to see the men 
as they came in the rebel boat Saturday 
morning, and when they gave three hearty 
cheers for our flag as they passed some of 
the vessels. They hauled up alongside of 
the Star of the South. The men were there 
washed, put aboard the Ore went, clothed, 
and by Sunday noon, over 500 of them 
were aboard the Kanark. In the afternoon 
of Sunday we were underway. The men 
were put under charge of a sergeant, who 
immediately formed them into messes. My 
work soon began ; and while their first meal 
was being prepared I distributed 400 hand- ! 
kerchiefs and 100 towels. The crackers, 
onions and pickles were open to the men. 
At first they received pickles and onions at 
messes, but when we saw that there were 
sick who needed them so much more j 
than the others, they were given to them. 
The steward assisted me in giving out the 
wine and condensed milk prepared for them 
to drink, as also the onions and pickles. 
He worked very energetically among them, 
though suffering from sea sickness. The 
supply of wine, pickles and onions was suf- 
ficient to the time we reached Annapolis. 



Most of the men were in a good condition 
when we arrived at Annapolis. Some few 
were badly attacked with scurvy and diar- 
rhoea. Socks, drawers and blankets were 
distributed among them as needed. 

MORE ABOUT THE PBISONEES. 

BY L. V. BEEBE. 

Stramkr Northcrx Lioht, V 
Cbalrstox Harbor, December S, 1864. / 

The Koruna leaves to-morrow or next 
day for Annapolis, and not knowing when 
we may go, I improve the chance to write. 

We came here on Monday. Yesterday 
morning wc received 227 men — skeletons — 
from the rebels. All the exchanged men who 
are not very much enfeebled are sent on 
other boats, only the worst cases being put 
upon this. It is the same story of starvation, 
scurvy and chronic diarrhoea. These cases 
are very low, and many will not live to 
reach Annapolis — already 7 have died. I 
am very busy amongst them, and I tell you 
the supplies are gratefully received. “ There 
comes the Sanitary man,” and “God bless 
the Sanitary Commission,” are expressions 
which ring in my ears all day. Onions, 
pickles and tomatoes are THE things. Not 
an article but what, will be well appropriated 
here. Dried peaches, and little bits (very 
| small) of cheese are relished in a manner 
I that would astonish you. But the cry for 
onions and the avidity with which they are 
received and devoured beats all. 

I have made a “tour” amongst them this 
evening, and have promised them bean soup 
with ouions and tomatoes in it. Soft crack- 
ers too, and every man a pickle: and you 
may believe 1 have left them in high spirits 
in this “heaven” as they call it. Of course 
I am governed entirely by the Surgeon's 
instructions about issuing and when. The 
officers and crew, as well as the nurses, of 
which there are but few, all assist me very 
cheerfully. Fearing that my onions and 
tomatoes would not hold out, I made a raid 
on Leggett, and increased my stock materi- 
ally. 

As this is the “ Hospital Ship,” and may 
be detained hero indefinitely, and as his 
boat, will receivo well men, and will not 
have them over four or five days, 1 thought 
best to draw on his stock. I am very glad 
I am on the “hospital." ship. There is 
hard work, to be sure, but 1 flatter myself 
that I can meet it. I have no idea when 
we shall leave, but I think we must go on 
Sunday or Monday, as wo are nearly out of 
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coal, and we ought to have our compliment 
of men by this time. 

ARMY OP THE SHENANDOAH. 

UY 8. null LONG WE8TOOTT. 

MiarissBUito, Nov. 1, 1864. 

Since my last report we have had some of 
the most interesting and difficult labors to 
perform that 1 have yet seen in the Com- 
mission's service Up to October 22, the 
wounded have been coming in small num- 
bers, at no time exceeding three hundred, 
and l found on examination that the Medi- 
cal Department was fully prepared to re- 
ceive them. But on the 22d a train of 
wounded came in without notice. There 
was not room in the hospitals for nearly all of 
them, and they had to be placed in privute 
families. Many of these not having sup- 
plies for such a number, came to the Com- 
mission for tea, coffee, crackers, clothing, 
bedding, and such other things as we had. 

I issued freely to all in need, according to 
the number and their wants. The families 
were surprised ; and I have since heard 
several of the citizens and soldiers express 
admiration that the Sanitary Commission 
was such an institution, and able to do I 
so much. October 23, another train of j 
wounded arrived. With the valuable as- 
sistance of Mr. Quail, who came on duty this 
day as Relief Agent, wo were enabled to 
furnish refreshments to all. On the 26tk, 
27 tb, 28th, and the 31st, more arrived, and 
each time were put directly on the cars and 
forwarded, part to Cumberland, part to Balti- 
more, the same night of their arrival. Mr. 
Quail, with the assistance of Mr. Breed, 
and several other Relief Agents, who came 
timely to hand, distributed hot milk punch 
and crackers to each and all of the wounded 
sufferers, for which they expressed tbo most 
unbounded thanks. James Byron, Co. E, 
18th Connecticut, with many thanks donated 
one dollar to the Sanitary Commission, which 
you will find enclosed. Our individual relief 
continues about the same as in last report. 

BY NATHANIEL BEAVER, JR. 

Wischkster, Nov. 23, 1864. 

CONDITION OF HOSPITALS. 

I feel warranted in saying that the con- 
dition of our hospitals has greatly improved. 
In no ward now, is there the least lack of 
any article of clothing or hospital furniture. 
Our issues of this kind are only such as are 
demanded by the ordinary wear and waste 
of hospitals. But few patients have been 



received since the battle of Cedar Creek, 
and meanwhile patients have been trans- 
ferred to the rear, so that the numbor now 
in Winchester is about one-third of that 
whioh wtus here in the early part of October. 
Our stock of goods has been ample, and 
surgeons’ requisitions have been promptly 
tilled. At times, owing to some disarrange- 
ment of the Government machinery, we 
have been called on to furnish tho whole 
supply of stimulants for this quarter, and to 
the extent of oyr means, have responded to 
the call. Surgeons and patients all join in 
praising our Commission. 

GENERAL SHERIDAN. 

Even no less a person than the gallant 
General who commands our army in this 
Valley, recently grasped my hand, while 
visiting our tents at Sheridan Hospital, and 
said with a quiet earnestness which showed 
how deeply he felt what he spoke, “ I am 
under great obligations to your Commission, 
I do not know what I should have done 
without it.” These tents, — there are two 
now , — are a success. Mr. Corbin is on the 
ground, and ready day or night to respoud 
whenever a surgeon makes a call, or a fresh 
arrival of wounded and sick demands his 
attention The Surgeon in charge furnishes 
him with every accommodation needed, and 
the proper officers detail a tent guard, or an 
ambulance, when he is called away. The 
Hospital Post Office has also been placed in 
his charge, so that the Sanitary tents are at 
times literally surrounded by ward masters, 
nurses, and convalescents. 

A CONTRAST TO BELLE ISLE. 

As humanity is the first rule of civilized 
warfare, we have not in our distributions, 
overlooked the sick and wounded prisoners, 
who now comprise one-filth of our hospital 
inmates. Many a poor maimed son of the 
South, has so far forgotten his contempt of 
the “Northern Mudsills” as to bless the 
Sanitary Commission, in my presence. 
Poor, misled fellow-countrymen, I know 
they are sincere, and lest some North- 
ern man or woman, with more feeling 
than reflection, begrudges this stewardship 
of their bounties, let me say that every 
arm-sling thus bestowed helps to strengthen 
a growing respect for the North, and every 
crutch branded in deep letters “Sanitary 
Commission,” is a vote for peace, and a plea 
for the humane treatment of more than one 
brave brother who now lies in a Southern 
priaon. 
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BY OKO. A. MU It LECH. 

Hakpkks Ferry, Va. Dec . 13, 11164. 

I have just returned to the Ferry from 
Martinsburg, where 1 have made a final 
settlement of all accounts, and have had the 
rest of our property removed to here, turn- 
ing over some small items to the hospitals 
at Martinsburg. * * * Having paid off 
all accounts at this agency, I shall leave for 
Winchester to-morrow morning, in company 
with Mr. Hummer, who has come down to 
get supplies. The pressure on the Commis- 
sion just now, has become very great from , 
all sides The very severe cold which has I 
set in so suddenly explains this pressure, j 
If more warm underclothing, socks, mittens, 
stimulauts, crackers, canned milk, and farin- 
aceous food are on hand I would most ur- 
gently request you to order it up without 
delay. The army in this valley, 1 am sorry 
to say, are far from being in a proper con- 
dition to breast the rigors of a winter which 
commences so suddenly. Two days ago an 
officer came in from “Opegnan Crossing,” I 
stating that his own brigade arc suffering 
most intensely for the want of shoes, blan- I 
kets, socks, mil tens and underclothing. If \ 
this statement is correct not one-tenth of 1 
those men have any other cover hut their 
india rubber blankets.. I have despatched 
an agent to the spot with blankets and a 
small number of woolen shirts, drawers and 
other help to the extent of my ability. 

Matters at Winchester remain unchanged. 
Although of our six thousand wounded hut 
few are left in the hospitals, and that all 
those who can bear transportation are im- 
mediately forwarded North, there is never- 
theless but a slow decrease in the number 
of patients. The nick take now the place of 
the wounded, and if the weather, even for 
a short time, continues as severe as it is 
now, there will be a large increase on the 
hospital lists at all points. It is necessary 
for the safety of our supplies sent from the 
Ferry to Winchester, that an agent be per- 
manently stationed at Stevenson’s depot 
(five miles north of Winchester,) the ter- 
minus of the road. I will furnish him tent 
and stove ; and for the post I shall select one 
of our ft'ong, hearty and active agents. * * 

Mr. Seaver has been unremitting iu his 
labors. He deserves the gratitude of the 
Commission in its fullest sense. Ilis assist- 
ance has been invaluable to me in every 
branch of the work. I Shall sadly feel his 
loss now that he is on the eve of leaving 
this department, where his great heart and 



splendid mind have worked as few have 
done. Mr. Quail, the excellent old gentle- 
man, is also leaving us. His work at Mar- 
tinsburg has been as constant and devoted as 
it was done quietly and modestly. Ilis name, 
as well as that of Miss Harris, will be kindly 
remembered forever by hundreds of poor, 
brave fellows, whose sufferings they allevi- 
ated. Mr. Quail has not only fed and at- 
tended our sick and wounded, but he has 
besides cared that their dead comrades were 
properly buried, and their graves neatly 
marked with head boards bearing the proper 
inscriptions. In many cases he has filled 
the functions of chaplain, and said the last 
prayer over the grave of the brave. 

Ah to Mr. Westcott, who returns home in 
a few days, I say with pleasure that he has 
most faithfully administered the agency at 
Martinsburg. 

RELIEF TO WOUNDED REBEL SOLDIERS IN 
THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY. 

From the report of Mr. J. V. Hammer, 
Field Agent of the Commission in the 19th 
Army Corps, dated Winchester, Va., No- 
vember 18, 1864, wc take the following in- 
teresting account of aid rendered to rebel 
soldiers lying wounded outside our lines. 

On the evening of the 17th word was 
brought to Acting Superintendent Seaver 
at Winchester, by the Provost Marshall of 
the 19th Army Corps, Capt. N. C. Inwood, 
that a body of these men were lying in a 
very destitute condition one and one-half 
miles beyond our picket lines at Newtown, 
Va. Capt. Inwood requested aid for them 
and promised an escort sufficient to protect 
the stores And men in reaching the town. 

Accordingly our agents and the Sanitary 
Commission wagon, with an assortment of 
stores, started the next morning for the 19th 
Army Corps headquarters, where they were 
joined by Capt. Inwood and the escort. 
Beaching Newtown they found the men, 
eighteen in number, quartered in a church, 
in charge of one of their own surgeons, I>r. 
Carter. They were all severely wounded, 
many having amputated limbs Their con- 
dition, as represented by Capt. Inwood, was 
found to be one of the utmost distress. 
The object of the visit was made known to 
Dr. Carter by Mr. Hammer, and our assist- 
ance proffered. No notice of the intended 
relief bad been Bent, nor bad it been ex- 
pected. It came as a sudden surprise. 
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The surgeon-ia-chargo “ could hardly give 
expression by words, of his gratitude to the 
Commission for its timely aid and the 
men, “with moistened eyes,” joined in 
grateful thanks for the relief thus brought. 
Stores were left with them, and the party 
returned in safety to Winchester. 

It is thus that our noble Commission en- 
deavors to carry on its work of mercy, ful- 
filling the law of Christ, unmoved by the 
spirit of revenge that cries out for “ retali- 
ation.” “ If ye love those that love you, 
what thanks have you.” 

KANSAS NOT FORGOTTEN. 

LETTER THOM MR. J. R. BROWN. 

Liaveswoiith, . Yor . 18, 1864. 

Dr. J. S. Newberry, 

8®cy. U. S. 8*a« Cum , Webern Department. 

Dear Sir : — L have again returned from 
below to Leavenworth, and am gratified to 
find very liberal shipments of Sanitary 
stores, just arrived from Chicago and St. 
Louis. The special effort made by our 
Kansas people to raise relief for those 
wounded in the struggle for the defence of 
Kansas against Price's merciless horde, to- 
gether with the goods I was compelled to 
purchase to meet the exigencies of a case 
which would admit of no delay, added to 
the shipments [ have received, and those 1 
have noticed as on the way, will make an 
ample supply for the present. 

I have received many most encouraging 
letters, evincing appreciation of our work. 
Copies of two please find enclosed. 

Our hospitals in Kansas, from present 
indications, will be full of sick and wounded 
for the coming winter, and some faithful 
agent of the Commission must be actively 
engaged in this field. 

The letters referred to consist of the 

TESTIMONIAL OF 8URG EON VAN DUTN. 

U. 8. Genkkal Hospital, 1 
Foht Scott, Kansas, Nov. 15, 1864. / 

Mr. J. R. Brown, 

Agent U. 8. Sauimrjr Commission. 

Dear Sir: — I am in receipt of a good 
supply of clothing and sanitary stores for 
the relief of sick and wounded soldiers and 
refugees at this post. 

Their arrival was most timely, as they 
came on the eve of the recent battles on the 
border, when the hospital was crowded and 
our supplies inadequate. 

It is in such emergencies that the in- 
estimable value of the great charity of which 



you are a worthy and faithful agent, is so 
happily felt. 

The benefuctions of the Commission, and 
your own efficient service, here, and on the 
field, and in the hospitals on the border, 
have been appreciated and highly valued 
by both officers and men. 

Please accept for the Commission aud 
yourself our grateful acknowledgments. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant 

A. C. Van Duyn. 

Surp«H»o V. S. V ols. 

TESTIMONIAL OP SUROEON TWI88. 

Post Hospital. Mound City, Kansas. ) 

Nov. 16, 1864. j 

Officers of U. S. San. Com. 

Gentlemen : — Having been on the field 
of battle with the army of the border, from 
Lexington, Mo., to Mine Creek. Kansas, 
and having witnessed'the sufferings of the 
soldiers at the several places where battles 
were fought, it affords me great pleasure to 
attest to the timely and efficient aid of the 
Sanitary Commission. Mr. J. R. Brown, 
agent of the Western Department, was with 
tho corps of surgeons, and worked incess- 
antly in getting in the wounded, and iu fur- 
nishing food and clothing at a time when 
it could not otherwise hare been obtained. 
The Commission have reason to congratulate 
themselves that they have so efficient an 
agent in this department, lie has secured 
the confidence and good wishes of all by his 
application to his duties, and I am glad to 
add my testimony in his favor. 

I am very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant. 

K. Twins. 

Surgoon 11th Kadvmi, Cav. Vola. 

fenntsstf. 

BY R. BRUNDBETT. 

Kasb villi, Nov. 25, 1864. 

Since my last report Mr. Tone, Mr. 
Drake, and myself left for Pulaski, on the 
17th, with a largo supply of vegetables for 
general distribution at that point and 
Columbia, which was accomplished previous 
to the evacuation of Pulaski. Never in our 
experience has so large a supply been distrib- 
uted at any one time, or given such general 
satisfaction. The entire army, officers and 
men, have had an abundant supply of 
potatoes, onions, pickles, kraut, and other 
vegetables, sufficient for several days, of 
which Mr. Tone will report in detail. 

Upon the evacuation of Pulaski, wc left 
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on the last train and arrived the same night 
at Columbia, where we were kindly cared 
for by I)r. A. J. Comfort, surgeon of the 
past. 

After getting a list of deaths, from Octo- 
ber 1 to November 21, we left for the 
depot, where we found Mr. Tone aud Mr. 
Drake, who had preceded me two days. 
They had distributed a large supply at that 
point, and had on hand still three car loads 
to distribute, so soon as the troops settled 
down. 

I left for Nashville on the evening train ; 
indications were that a collision would take 
place between the opposing armies at or near 
Columbia, and that supplies would be needed 
for battle purposes. I shall return in the 
morning to the front, and, to the best of my 
ability, will keep you informed its to every- 
thing connected with our mission. 

Please find enclosed list of casualties and 
deaths in post hospital at Pulaski, since last 
report up to 23d, also list of deaths in post 
hospital at Columbia, tosame date. Enclosed 
also Dr. Failor’s complimentary notice of the 
workings of the Sanitary Commission. 

Noth. — According to Mr Tone’* detailed report, ho issued 
an follows, from November 7 to November 21, 1864. 

Kraut k Pickle*. Onion*. Potato**. 
Colombia, 2,7911 Gallon*. 514 Bushel*. 47 Bushel*, 
btevenson, 840 " 135 ** 15 ** 

Johnsouville, 1.117 * 4 564 ** 51 *' 

Pulaski, 11,716 “ 1,733 '« 94 « 

16,472 2,776 207 

TESTIMONIAL FROM SURGEON FAILOR. 

Pulaski, Tsxs., Nov. 25, 1864. 
Mr. Robert Brundrett. 

Dear Sir : — To day, while passing 
through the various regiments composing 
the army now concentrating at this point, 
I was struck with wonder when I saw the 
profusion of supplies which they had re- 
ceived from you as agent for the United 
States Sanitary Commission. Regiments 
from Ohio, Indiaua, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Illinois, Iowa, aud every other State repre- 
sented, were equally supplied. Looking at 
the amount issued at this place, a person 
would suppose that the North had emptied 
its gardens and cellars to furnish sufficient 
for this one issue; but having been with the 
troops during the entire campaign, I know 
that this amount, however largo it may 
appear, is nothing compared with the ag- 
gregate issued by the agents of the Com- 
mission during the campaign. At Cleve- 
land, Dalton, Resaca, Kingston, Dallas, 
Aekworth, Kennesuw. during and after the 
siege of Atlanta, the troops were fully sup- 



plied, whenever an opportunity offered. 
You have my personal thanks for the in- 
terest taken by you in supplying the sick 
and wounded of the 3d division, 4th Army 
Corps, with vegetables; and I feel confluent 
that with the uid of these, we were enabled 
! to treat much more successfully, all the dis- 
eases that came under our notice. 

I leant* that you arc going to Ohio in a 
few days, and feel that you will find more 
pleasure, during your years of retirement 
from active life, in reflecting upon the noble 
nature of the work in which you were en- 
j gaged, during the progress of the rebellion, 

I than from any-other personal consideration ; 
for be assured, the fervent, hearty “ God 
bless you,” of many a brave soldier, has 
been uttered in your behalf. 

I have often wondered if the people of 
the North were fully aware of the magni- 
tude and importance of the work under- 
taken by the United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. The season now approaches when 
we will again hear of Sanitary Fairs, and 
of increased activity on the part of the 
“ Soldiers’ Aid Societies,” when during the 
long winter evenings, the northern farmer 
will sit by his bright blazing fire, his cellar 
filled with plenty. When, during the leisure 
that follows a summer of toil, thoughts of ab- 
sent loved ones will enter every family circle. 
These thoughts will culminate in a resolve to 
send souething to their brave hoy, and the 
next thing discussed will bo by what channel 
shall we send ? If l could enter that family 
circle, then I would say to them, “ give of 
your stores to the United States Sanitary 
Commission ; for if the past is a guarantee 
for the future, no matter where that loved 
boy may be, whether in camp, trench, or 
hospital, he will get what you send.” I 
sincerely trust that the Commission will 
receive the whole contribution of the 
people. 

It is the interest of the contributor and 
the soldier, that the channel through which 
supplies arc sent, shall be sufficiently com- 
prehensive in its detail, liberal in its en- 
dowment, and energetic in its execution to 
reach the soldier at all times, and in nil 
places. The United States Sanitary Com- 
mission now docs this, its organization is 
complete, its agents have experience and 
understand the magnitude of the work to be 
performed, and it should have the united 
support of a magnanimous and patriotic 
people. 

That the army endures more, suffers less 
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from sickness, ami is in every way more 
efficient, under a full aud regular supply of 
Vegetable diet, has been so often sliuwu, and 
is so generally admitted, that the arguments 
in its favor need no reiteration by me. 

Wishing you and the Commission abun- 
dant success, 

I am very respectfully, your friend, 

B. >1. 1'’a turn, 19th O. V. I. 

Sorg(*on-in -charge of Hcwpitala, 3d Division. 4lh A. C. 

BY BENJAMIN WOODWARD. 

Mmrais, Tsss., iVoe. 28, 1864 

I have just returned from Vicksburg, 
Natchez, and intermediate points. At 
Vicksburg found Mr. J. 0. Brown, who 
has a good supply of most kiuds of stores. 
He is an earnest, faithful worker, and enjoys 
the full confidence of the military and medi- 
cal authorities. The troops at Vicksburg 
are in far the best condition of any that 1 
have found in this department. The same 
is true of the hospitals. The McPherson 
hospital, Surgeon Edwin Powell, in all its 
arrangements, police, and general manage- 
ment, comes nearest to my own ideas of a 
“perfect hospital” A billiard table, do- 
voted exclusively to the uso of the estab- 
lishment, a gymnasium fitted with all the 
necessary appliances, for the use of all the 
inmates, and a well selected and valuable 
library, add much to the health and comfort 
of the patients. The light diet kitchen, 
under the charge of a lady from Kalama- 
zoo, Michigan, furnishes all the requirements 
in that line. Tho “ fund” not only keeps 
the hospital clear of debt, but enables the 
surgeon to buy nearly everything necessary. 

BUTTER. 

One thing only is absolutely required, 
which cannot be purchased, and that is butter. 
This article of diet is not so much a luxury 
as a necessity. Experience proves it to bo 
one of the most perfect restoratives that can 
be given convalescents, while in cases of 
diseases of the lungs, and suppurating 
wounds, it is invaluable. Wherever I go, 
butter i& asked for, and I am of the opinion 
that for hospital use, no one article is more 
valuable. At Vicksburg I found Mrs. 
Governor Harvey, of Wisconsin. Sho de- 
votes her whole time and means to the 
soldiers, by whom she is regarded with love 
and veneration. While I was in her room 
a poor emaciated creature came in, who was 
going home on a furlough, which she had 
procured him. A few kind words, a quilt 
to keep him warm, and a greenback iu his 



hand to purchase any little luxury he might 
want, aud he started home with a tear iu 
his eye, and a blessing on his lips. 

NATCHEZ. 

From Vicksburg I proceeded to Natchez. 
Here 1 found one hospital, with 1 18 patients, 
poorly provided for iu articles of diet. There 
are but few white troops there, but a large 
force of colored. While I was there a squad 
of soldiers, belonging to the 29th Indiana 
Volunteers, came to the Sanitary Commis- 
sion rooms, asking for shoes, socks, and 
shirts. These men had been sent from 
Morganza, on a scouting expedition, and 
were iu a destitute condition. Several of 
them were barefoot and ragged. There was 
no way in which they could draw from 
government, being on detached service. 
Their wants were fully supplied, and they 
left on another scout, with cheers for the 
Sanitary Commission. Finding what was 
needed there, Mr. Marsh, agent of Western 
Sanitary Commission at Natchez, accom- 
panied me to Vicksburg, aud I gave him a 
small stock of stores to take hack with him. 
Natchez is so small and unimportant a past, 
that I think an agent is not required there, 
as Mr. Marsh will act for us, the most per- 
fect harmony and good feeling existing be- 
tween the two Commissions. At Good- 
rich’s Landing, Milliken's Bend, and one 
or two other minor po-ts, tho want of vege- 
tables is great. Mr. Brown made a ship- 
ment to some of those points while I was 
there, and will attend to the wants of all. 
There is pressing demand for woolen shirts, 
under shirts, and socks. Can you not send 
some ? The stock of cotton shirts is ample. 
I wrote you some time since that “Mr. 
Carpenter had gone up White River with 
a large invoice.” I told him “ if possible, 
to go to Fort Smith." Letters received 
from him show that the Arkansas River 
had so risen, that he could proceed there. 
“ He has done so, and taken all the goods 
with him.” I rejoice that it was so Mr. 
Grant will leave on the first boat, with 
stores for tho mouth of White River, and 
an invoice will be sent to Helena iu a day 
or two. 

EXTRACTS FROM "CLEVELAND BULLETIN." 

Ca att as ooo a, Tbns., Oct. 30, 18U4. 

* * * 1 have taken occasion upon this 

trip, as I have frequently heretofore, to look 
into the workings of that huge benevolent 
association, the United States Sanitaiy Com- 
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mission. I find it ns ubiquitous, ns humane, 
as charitable, as life-saving, ns indispensable 
as ever. On every baud, both in the army 
and upon all the lines of communication, 
its presence is felt. Every hospital train, 
whose easy beds and rapid transit save un- 
numbered throes of mortal anguish to 
wounded heroes, rattles its praises. Every 
long delayed letter, retained for want of a 
pre-payment of sufficient postage at home, 
when it reaches the weary and home-sick 
Boldier at the far off “ front,” endorsed 
“ Paid by U S. Sanitary Commission,” tells 
of its ever watchful care for the nation’s de- 
fenders. Let those who have contributed 
to the support of this noble Commission 
fee! assured that their contributions fulfill 
their object. I have seen many applica- 
tions of the contributions of the people of 
Huron County and other localities, and 
KNOW that they have been honestly, justly, 
and wisely used to the end for which they 
have been given. The members and agents 
of the Commission are live, earnest, work- 
ing, Christian men; men who have suc- 
ceeded in life in their own business, and 
who are not, consequently, engaged in the 
work to gain a livelihood, but through 
patriotic and charitable motives. I wish I 
could give your readers an adequate idea of 
the number of ways in which the Commis- 
sion dispenses charities and renders assist- 
ance to the Boldiers; but I cannot. One of 
its most impoptant successes has been 
achieved through the medium of its Sani- 
tary Gardens, of which in this department 
it has four, viz : one at Murfreesboro, one 
at this point, one on Lookout Mountain, 
aud one at Knoxville. These are intended 
to furnish supplies for the various hospitals 
in their respective localities. That at this 
place consists of about one hundred and 
twenty-five acres, and has been a great suc- 
cess. There have been gathered from it 
during the season, about twenty thousand 
bushels of produce of various kinds, worth 
at this point, as estimated, fifty thousand 
dollars ! All this has been accomplished at 
an expense to the Commission of less than 
three thousand dollars! The other gardens 
have been more or less successful, according 
to the various circumstances of adaptation 
of soil and climate, supply of seeds and 
implements, etc , which have surrounded 
them. 

I am fully persuaded, — and I have been 
“ in this army” overthreo years — that owing 
to the efforts of the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 



sion, many, yes, very many valuable lives 
have been saved, and untold suffering has 
been avoided. Let this work go on ! 

Let the loyal people of the land sustain 
this noble enterprise ! and then, after this 
dire struggle shall have ceased, and peace 
shall again smile upon our distracted 
country, it will be recorded that not the 
least in the great work of saving the repub- 
lic, was found, erect in all its purity, noble 
in its charity, and resplendent in its practi- 
cal Christianity, the United States Sanitary 
Commission. 

It is expected that the road to the front 
will soon be repaired, and the trains be run- 
ning ns usual. I shall endeavor to take the 
first train through to Atlanta. 

C. P. Wickham. 

Major 55th 0. V. I. 

Officers' Hospital, Lookout Mocxtais. ^ 
Chattanooga, Tbnn., Aug . 26, IS64. f 

I take advantage of a short sick leave, 
which seems to be a regular episode in the 
the middle of a summer's work at Chatta- 
nooga, and is a very pleasant one when spent 
on these breezy heights, to send you some 
of my impressions of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion work. 

In the first place although I expected to 
find that the Com mission was doing a great 
work among the soldiers, I was not prepared 
for the extent to which it seems to be re- 
garded as a regular branch of the service, 
and to have in its care the comfort and even 
the life of the sick and wounded. I have 
talked with many private soldiers on the 
subject, sometimes without making known 
my own relations to the Commission, and 
although some have grumbled at what they 
believed to be its abuses, I have found 
scarcely any one who has not given it credit 
for being esseutial to the army. 

A very intelligent corporal, who had no 
other interest in the Commission than as a 
former recipient of its bounty, having been 
lately discharged from the service, expressed 
to me his own views and what he believed 
to be the views of all who had properly 
considered the subject. “ As long as a man 
is doing full duty in his company the gov- 
ernment usually takes full care of him, but 
as soon as he drops out of the ranks from 
sickness nr wounds, he is thrown upon the 
Sanitary Commission. He is clothed hastily 
in the field hospital from the Sanitary stores, 
he lies upon a Sanitary bed and whatever 
he receives that a sick man can possibly cat 
or drink comes from the same source. As 
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the hospital arrangements now are, not one 
in ten of those who now recover could do 
so without the Sanitary Commission. But 
because it issues on the requisition of sur- 
geons and other officers, instead of distribu- 
ting at once to the patients, the latter sup- 
pose that everything is furnished by their 
own commissary, and they abuse the Com- 
mission while accepting its favors without 
knowing it.” I myself have known the 
most blatant grumblers go off crestfallen on 
being shown the mark of some Soldiers’ Aid 
Society on the clothing which they were 
wearing. 

The question is often asked whether the 
Commission is uot doing much that govern- 
ment ought to do, and which its incom- 
petent officers have neglected, True there 
has been some of this, but it grows less 
every day. But whatever government ought 
to do there is much which it leaves to the 
Sanitary, which will not be done without it, 
aud which the army cannot spare. What- 
ever is lost or converted to unworthy uses, 
the soldiers themselves have told me that 
they considered to be amply repaid by the 
good accomplished by the rest. 

Visitors who have been staggered on first 
coming down here by the apparent confirm- 
ation of unfavorable reports, have afterwards 
said, as indeed many soldiers tell them, that 
there is no department under strictly govern- 
ment management in which the loss is uot 
greater. I have never felt so keenly as now 
the necessity of supporting the Commission 
promptly and liberally. 

The above is an extract from a letter re- 
ceived at this office from a gentleman of 
this city who visited the front as our special 
agent. 

THREE MOUTHS IN THE U. S. SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

NO. IV. — AMONO THE WOUNDED AT WHITE 
HOUSE LANDINU. 

On theBecond day of June the wounded 
began to arrive, and seeing heavy work 
ahead, the cargo of the Kent was discharged 
into the Hoboken, and that steamer left for 
Baltimore, to get another supply of needed 
articles. A portion of the Elizabeth was 
set apart for the better accommodation and 
feeding of the Belief Agents and nurses 
whoso recent arduous labors at Fredericks- 
burg, Belle Plain, and PortKoyal, Va., had 
shown the imperative necessity of exercis- 
ing more care toward them in their food 



and rest, both as a matter of economy and 
justice. The writer of these papers was 
honored with the position of Purveyor, a 
part of the duties pertaining to that office, 
being the providing of food and lodging for 
all persons connected with the Sanitary 
Commission at the water base of the Army 
of thu Potomac. I may say in passing, that 
necessitous eases hourly arose thereafter 
which caused the Director finally to instruct 
me to limit the blessings of feeding and 
resting ueedy soldiers and civilians to the 
'■ extent only of the capacity of possible ac- 
commodation. It should here be under- 
I stood that no case was admitted unless the 
need was proven, and then only on the 
order of some responsible officer in the ser- 
vice of the Government or of the Commis- 
| sion, as I shall have occasion to refer again 
to this branch, I will not enlarge now. 

ARRIVAL OP WOUNDED. 

On Thursday, Juue 3, the wounded ar- 
rived by thousands, and thank God, our 
force was fully prepared for them. The 
field was taken us divided by Government 
officers in such cases, and relief stations 
with proper supplies, set up near each bri- 
gade hospital, to which were attached 
dressers of wounds, relief agents, Ac. The 
Directors in this work. Hon. Frank B Fay, 
and Dr. Joseph Parrish, pitched their tents in 
central locations on the field of operations, the 
< better to supervise the work. To facilitate 
the obtaining of necessary supplies, a large 
tent was erected at a convenient point, to 
which stores were drawn from the boats, 
j So if a hospital steward needed a baudage, 
j instead of making out a formal requisition, 
i and running down to the boat of the Sani- 
; tary Commission, and thereawaitiDgbisturn, 
involving the waste of perhaps two hours, 
| he simply bad to run to the next tent, 
where he was known to be what ho repre- 
sented himself, and not a bandage alone, 
but every article that could comfort or as- 
sist the patient, was to be had for the asking ; 
and when the stores of the brigade tents 
failed, they were replenished from the large 
supply tent alluded to. Thus was the work 
systematized, and our whole force busied 
themselves from early dawn until far into 
thu night of June 3. Similar scenes greet-, 
ed us to those that were witnessed at Port 
Royal. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Those dreadful army wagons without 
springs, as usual shook out the life from 
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many a brave boy, bat there seemed no 
help for it at those times and places. 
One poor fellow I shall never forget, as I 
saw him with both hands amputated at the 
wrists, and part of his face broken in by a 
shell, being led to the hospital boat by an 
elderly gentleman, an Agent of the U. S. 
Sanitary ( Commission ; he looked so piteously 
thankful for the favor. When at eleven 
o’clock P.M., the Relief Corps returned to 
the boat for refreshments and rest, each and 
all expressed devout thanks that not one 
had been omitted who needed assistance. 

INCIDENTS. 

Many were the incidents narrated at these 
repasts from the experience of the agents. 
On the occasion referred to, T distinctly re- 
member two, one was that of a Massachu- 
setts man who was severely wounded in the 
throat, so that he could take no nourish- 
ment, and was only easy while in an upright 
position. One of our nurses devoted his 
whole time and attention to the poor fellow 
while he needed it. The soldier derived 
great comfort from a photograph of a family 
group, consisting of himself, his wife and 
three children ; in looking upon the shadows 
of those he loved his eyes expressed what 
his tongue could not ; his spirit’s departure 
was sweet; he motioned the nurse to moisten 
his parched lips, placed the picture within 
the folds of his inner garment, and laying 
his head on the shoulder of his attendant 
ho expired. The other incident was that of 
some colored men who were awaiting a 
passage from the White House. Seeing 
the difficulty many of the poor wounded 
had in reaching the boats, they procured 
wheelbarrows and volunteered their services 
to carry some of the slightly wounded ones 
thereto, and they did gallant service both in 
leading and carry ing, on that occasion. Be- 
fore the late repast alluded to was finished, 
the news was brought us that the van of a 
train bearing eight thousand more of the 
wounded had arrived, and that more help 
must be sent into the field. To add to the 
troubles of the occasion a fierce rain storm 
had set in. However, a few of those who 
were really hardened to the work, volun- 
teered, while the rest were urged to rest in 
preparation for the work of the following 
day. This day’s issues of supplies was the 
largest of any previously chronicled in the 
history of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
and exceeded that of any day during the 
ever memorable struggle at Gettysburg. 



RESOLUTIONS 

Adopt nl at a mee tiny of American Citizens 

held at Buenos Ayres, <S. A., June 20, 
1S04. 

Whereas, We recognise in the United 
States Sanitary Commission an institution 
eminently Christian and humane, organized 
for the prevention and relief of suffering, to 
which object wo have constant evidences 
that it is devoting its efforts most faithfully 
and energetically, therefore, 

Resoleeel, That we hereby desire to record 
our expression of sympathy and interest in 
the work of charity and love in which the 
Commission is engaged, promising to pro- 
mote its objects by giving it what lays in 
our power, of our influence and means. 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven 
American Citizens be appointed by the 
Chair to raise contributions for the benefit 
of the Commission, in such manner as they 
may deem proper, with instructions not to 
confine their field of labor to this Republic, 
but to extend the same to the neighboring 
Republics of Uruguay and Paraguay, with 
power to appoint such sub-committees aa 
they may consider advisable. 

Remised, That the Committee appointed 
be authorized to remit to the Treasurer of tho 
Commission, the contributions that they may 
receive, in such manners* they mayeonsider 
mast advantageous, combined with safety. 

Resolved, That the Committee be autho- 
rized to call meetings of the subscribers 
and friends of the movement, at such times 
as they may deem expedient. 

Resolved, That we hereby tender to the 
Hon. Mr. Kirk our thanks for granting us 
the use of his rooms on this occasion, and 
for the warm interest he has taken in this 
movement ; also the Editors of the “ Stand- 
ard" for their gratuitous publications of 
the notices calling this meeting, and for 
the favorable allusions made to it iu some 
of their recent numbers. 

Ri solved, That a copy of these resolutions 
be forwarded to the President of the United 
States Sanitary Commission. 

(A true copy.) Henry S. Ayres, 

Secretary. 

Buikos Ayrks, S. A., Oct. 11, 1864. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., 

lycreUry of the tT. 8. Sanitary Comnil*»km. 

Sir : — In accordance with one of a series 
of Resolutions, adopted at a meeting of 
American citizens, held hereon the 20th of 
June last, for the purpose of taking mea- 
sures to raise funds inaidof the United States 
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Sanitary Commission, I beg leave to wait 
upon you with a copy of theso resolutions, 
for the information of your organization. 

The movement then initiated has result- 
ed in the collection of the sum of £1,195 
Is. sterling, which will be remitted to your 
Treasurer by this mail ; it is hoped that 
this amount will be somewhat increased by 
further contributions. 

With the prayer that the Commission 
may be enabled to continue its work of 
humanity until the necessity for it ceases, 
which God grant may be soon. 

I remain, your obedient servant, 

Henry S. Ayrf.s, 

Secretary. 



REPORT FROM 8tJSQ0EHANNA CO., PA. 

In pursuance of instructions of the 
County Council held at Montrose, on the 
18th of October, the following summary of 
what has been done by the different Aid 
Societies of the County, for the Sanitary 
Commission has been prepared. The delay 
has been unavoidable, as some of the im- 
portant reports were received only a few 
days since. A few societies have been un- 
able to report by reason of the loose manner 
in which their accounts have been kept. 
Deaths, sickness, and removal, are the true 
reasons in most cases, of tardy or imperfect 
reports. A large number have sent in com- 
plete returns containing list of all articles 
forwarded, with estimated cash value, while 
some have sent complete lists with cash 
value of only a part, or the cash value of 
all that had been done, with only a partial 
list of articles. Some have given only a 
list of articles, and others only the cash 
value. This summary, therefore, though 
unavoidably imperfect, is the best that can 
be prepared from such data as can now be 
obtained. 

Montrose, llarford, Uniondale, Franklin, 
Sisters ol the Immaeculate Heart of Mary, 
Rush, Forest Lake, Fricndsville and Forest 
Lake, West Harford, Lawsville Centre, 
Dimock. (2 soc.,) Fricndsville, West Au- 
burn, Clifford, Springvillo, Auburn, Fast 
Bridgewater, and Little Meadows Aid Soci- 
eties have sent to the Sanitary Commission : 



1.217 «hirt». 

174 nhwlt. 

A8H pair* lira weft. 

721 pillow*. 

7A5 pillow cam*. 

212 arm *Hug*. 

2^1 dre*«iii« towns. 

247 pair** tlljpptft. 

342 pair* *ock«. 

1,9 ‘3 towel" and handle 7s. 
126 qoiU* and blanket*. 



20A bottle* of win*. 

71 gallon* of win". 

1 ki'K of win*. 

1 cask of win*. 

2S gallon* of Hjrap. 

A07 can* of fruit. 

2,709 pound* of dried fruit of 
all klud*. 

13^ bu**hel* of dried fra If. 
273 rack ape* dried Iruit. 

• 31% ilrkina of pkkie*. 



100 pound* of bailor. 

5 tub* of butler. 

1 flrltiu of butter. 

AO pounds msplo mi star. 
1,121 rake* uiaple sugar. 
173% down of ppgs. 

1 keg of eggs. 
l*t c»at*. 

04 hop pillows. 

2 pair* of who***. 

3% bushels of apple". 

lo quart* of yluegar. 

12 can* of honey. 

14 can*, sundries. 



11 bn*beN potatoes. 

110 ueeilie-books, 

61 pad". 

1 <*ack dried corn. 
t> quart* dried corn. 

12 pound* horwe-radinh. 
17 pound* corn starch. 

32 pound* of chees*. 

6 pair* of mitiena. 

4 pair* of pants. 

110 iemon*- 

And more than 3"0 package* 
of unvuuinerutcd arti- 
cles. 



Large quantities of bandages, lint, old 
cloth, reading matter, dried beef, sage, 
hops, fruit, combs, jelly, tea, green currants, 
pie-plant, currant, shrub, raspberry, and 
elderberry vinegar, peaches, pears, eggs, 
beans, etc., are reported, of which no exact 
account can be given. 

Great Bend, Glcnwood, Elk Lake, Brook- 
lyn, Upsonville, and Jackson Aid Societies 
report estimated cash value of articles sent 
at 8948 02 ; donation from Welch citizens, 
$200 ; sent to Central Fair articles valued 
at over 83,000 ; making considerably more 
than four thousand dollars, in addition to 
the foregoing list of articles. 

West Auburn, and several other societies 
that were struggling to keep up the good 
work, acknowledge with thanks, ten dollars 
donations for their encouragement, from 
unknown friends, by hand of Miss S. M. 
Walker. 

It cannot be doubted that the amount 
contributed by citizens of this county to 
the Sanitary Commission, and kindred 
charities, for the relief of our suffering sol- 
diers, Is very milch larger than is here re- 
ported. Let those whose labors of love fail 
to be made known to the world, remember 
that they are not forgotten of our Heavenly 
Father. 

It may safely he said, that benefactions 
so grand and magnificent, would never have 
been made had it not been for the noble 
women, who at great sacrifices and untiring 
zeal, have sustained the Aid Societies. 
Many, of our citizens have most nobly 
seconded their efforts ; some have done but 
little, while a large number have done al- 
most nothing. Let no lover of his country 
who reads this report, fail to “ help those 
women.” The call for aid is now, and must 
for sometime be urgent. Let every one 
who can, do something, and the almoners of 
our benefactions will he forced to cry, 
“ hold, enough 1” Till that time, may there 
bo no lack of giving or doing. 

Calvin C. Halsey, 

Secretary of tko County Council. 
MoifTRoen, Pa , Nov. 26, 1664. 
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CorrcsponbfnH. 

CONTRIBUTION FROM SOLDIERS. 

Caw [' Cokness, Srpt . 18, 1864. 

IHar Sir: — Enclosed you will find 
twenty five dollars, a donation from Co. H, 
2nd C. C. V., to the Sanitary Fuud. The 
donation was made from fractions of dollars 
due the men at the pay table, which the 
paymaster could not make at the time the ! 
men were paid — the amount being paid to ! 
them in bulk afterwards — and they (the 
men) voted to send it to the Sanitary Fund 
for the relief of our fellow-soldiers, who arc 
fighting for “ the Union and Liberty” in 
the East. Although not with them in per- 
son, our hearts and sympathies are iu the 
work, and may God speed the day when 
this cursed rehellion ahull be completed, 
and peace, happiness aud plenteousness once 
more reign supreme over our land. Hoping 
that this will reach you in safety, and pray- 
ing God will bless and aid our cause, 1 sub- 
scribe myself most respectfully, 

Your ob't servant and well-wisher, 

W m . W. White, 

Private Co. H , 2d C. C. V., Camp Connew, 

Utah Territory, uoar bait Lake City. 
R<tv. Hfmrt W Bp.li.owa, 

Preaitleut of th« sanitary Conm>t**ion, 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS BY AUXILIARY 

RELIEF AGENTS AT CITY POINT, VA. 

AaMONQ colored troops. 

I have endeavored to familiarize myself 
with each and all, by engaging them iu con- 
versation as to their previous history, con- 
nections, Ac., and have been very much 
pleased with the intelligence displayed by 
some, and gratified by the respectful, as 
well as grateful demeanor of all. 1 find it 
both plea-es aud cheers them to find an in- 
terested listener to their relations, and 1 
think tends to dissipate to a considerable 
extent the depression of spirits consequent 
upon sickness and absence from friends, 
aud just to the same extent helps to pro- 
mote their recovery. While their patience 
under suffering is most exemplary, on no 
single occasion have 1 seen anything like 
impertinence in their manner or coarseness 
in their expressions. As fact is said to 
be stranger than fiction, I have listened to 
the recitals of the experience of some which 
gave me a more vivid idea of the wrongs 
and cruelties of slavery, than any descrip- 
tion I ever read or heard. Out of the whole 
number in my ward, (203), 161 can both 
read aud write, while the rest, almost to a 



man, (where able to sit up,) are anxious to 
learn. I have assisted them as much as 
possible with books aud instructions, aud 
find them as a rule apt scholars. Becoming 
accustomed to, 1 really like my work, not 
that it is at all agreeable, but the consci- 
ousness of being engaged in a good and 
uoble cause, as well as aiding to some ex- 
tent to discharge the obligations we owe 
them as a race for ages of oppression and 
cruelty, amply compensates for the self- 
deuial, which the most unpleasant part of 
the work requires. In addition to this, the 
grateful feeling they manifest is most pleas- 
ing and encouraging. 

1 regard the moral and social aspects of 
this work as of greater importance than the 
| physical ones, as I believe they tend to de- 
velop and elevate their character, while 
intimate social intercourse and real friendly 
' interest stimulates their desire for improve- 
ment, aud this tends to make them better 
soldiers and better members of society. A 
j double obligation binds us to do all we can 
for this despised and down trodden race ; 
what wc owe them for years of oppression 
and caste prejudice, and what we owe society 
in which they are henceforth to mingle as 
free citizens. Every kind word and act, 
and every useful effort, while it helps to 
fulfill our obligations to them as the Crea- 
tor’s intelligent creatures, tends also to 
develop miud aud muuhood in them. 

AN INCIDENT. 

There is more real romance in this war 
than will over be written, aud my calling 
brings me face to face with more or less of 
it. About a week sineo (not more) a young 
man was brought in here, suffering and 
worn down with chronic diarrhoea. He sent 
for me when he found that his hours were 
numbered, and told me his story and begged 
my prayers. He had been a first lieutenant 
in the English army, and had with him his 
commission aud Crimean medal. Coming 
to this country in May last as a traveler, 
(from love of excitement), or because his 
was the old, old story of the prodigal son, 
be enlisted in July as a private in a civalry 
regiment, and the 1st of Seplembir found 
him acting in that capacity in boat of 
Petersburg. I fouud him dying, a .most a 
stranger in a far country — a gentleman by- 
birth and education, only twenty-nine years 
of ago, and strikingly handsome — and as ho 
told me the story of his wauderiugs from 
home and from God, and bade me write to 
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those nearest and dearest to him, my heart 
was touched as it has seldom been before. 
He fell asleep, humble, penitent and re- j 
signed, and this evening at sunset I com- ' t 
mitted liis body to the dust, in the hope of i 
a joyful resurrection. He sleeps in our 1 
quiet little cemetery on the Appomattox, 
while loving hearts across the Atlantic are 
waiting and watching for bis footsteps. It 
is better as it is, for God has called the ! 
wanderer home. 

I have been thinking, as I wrote, that 
we little know of what material the rauk 
and file of this great army is composed, and 1 
of what high honor it is worthy at the 
hands of the people. 



Individual Relief from a tingle Auxiliary Relief 
Station, Army of the Potomac, in one day, (A»- 
veml.er 17, 1804,) exclusive of Hospital Relief, 



Applica- 

tion*. 


Article*. 


applies- Artl< ,,„. 
tlona. 


2 


Apple*. 


22 


Onion*. 


1 


Bay ram. 


9 


Pip**. 


10 


Comb*. 


4 


Paper. 


1 


Cologne. 

Cracker*. 


6 


it holders. 


1 


1A 


Pen*. 


X 


I>n» wont, 


3 


Pencils. 


1 


Envelop**. 


A 


Flos. 


2 


Ginger 


3 


8n-pendsrs. 


1 


Hu ud kerchief*. 


4 


Slippers. 


6 


Ink. 


4 


Shirt* 


1 


Lemon*. 


3 


Towel*. 


0 


Mustard. 


12 


Tobacco. 


2 


Marche*. 


9 


Thread. 


1 


Milk. 


1 


Wine. 


6 


Sock*. 


1 


Yarn. 


9 


Beeilles. 






Tot*! number of application*, 149. 


Variety of article*. 32. 



WISCONSIN SOLDIERS' AID SOCIETY. 

Milwaczze, Dec. 9, 1864. 
Glilor Sanitary Commission Bulletin: 

Dear Sir : — Perhaps some of your sani- 
tarian readers would like to know something 
in brief of the work that is being done here j 
in the common cause, by the good ladies of | 
Milwaukee. For the last three years a 
Soldiers’ Aid Society, with auxiliaries in 
other towns and villages, has done for the 
State of Wisconsin, the same noble work 
with which the whole country, and more 
especially its armies, are now so familiar. 
It has since become an auxiliary of the 
Commission, and has added to the means of 
the hitter, some 3,500 cases of supplies, ; 
which have in great part been distributed 
through the agency of the North-Western 
Branch of the Commission located in 
Chicago. 

But it is not alone in the collection of 
supplies, nor in the inspection of them so 
thoroughly, that not an article is repacked 
for transmission to Chicago and the front 
which has not been put in perfect order, 
nor a potatoe re barrelled which has not had 



its “evil eye” eradicated, nor an onion that 
is not hard and sound, peeled in the “pick- 
ling room,” (an establishment, the atmos- 
phere of which, is so redolent of sympathy, 
and its phenomena so replete with all that 
is affecting, that I had no sooner entered 
the door than I felt their lachrymal influ- 
ence, and left it with streaming eyes (not 
yet wholly dried), nor is it that in the pack- 
ing of everything, such thoroughness is 
observed that the packages arc passed 
through the depot of the Branch in Chicago 
“ on faith,” without a thought of examina- 
tion — as I was there informed, before 1 had 
an opportunity to see for myself — it is not 
alone thus, that they serve the friends and 
neighbors who are fighting their battles for 
them. They serve them in a way still 
dearer to those whose patriotism has not 
quenched, but rather quickened the sacred 
fires of the domestic altar, and who hear 
the sighings of their wives and the cries of 
their children, above the roar of the cannon 
and the whizz of the minie ball. They 
serve them by serving those, the memory 
of whom cheers the soldier, amid the waste 
places of the weary march, and the thought 
of whom, never more to be seen in this 
world, adds bitterness to his la# hour on 
the field of death. 

As I look through the frosted window 
panes, I see women hurrying along the 
white, slippery street, wrapping close around 
them whatever of woolen and furs they have 
on — often alas! too scanty, though every 
one here wears furs — to shield themselves, 
as much as may be, from the keen bitter 
wind that drives the snow and ice before it, 
through an atmosphere wherein the thermo- 
meter stands at so many dcgre"s below zero, 
that I am afraid to mention it to the — com- 
paratively speaking — “ sunny south” deni- 
zens of the cities of Brotherly Loves, Monu- 
ments, Magnificent Distances, and wherever 
else southward Sherman and the Sanitary 
Commission Bulletin have by this time pen- 
etrated ; — and when they get to the door they 
push in — the bolder and more demonstrative 
of them, for some of them are timid and quiet 
— with such a hasty scrambling stamp of 
their snow-covered feet, and such a sharp 
clicking snap of the latch, as shows that 
they grudge every hnlfmotuent outside, 
when they can get inside. And wheu they 
get inside it is no wonder that the hoods 
and woolen wrappings become gradually 
thrown back and loosened, for a huge stove, 
the like of which for dimensions is quite 
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unknown to the ordinary purlieus of the 
sunny-southward places before-mentioned, 
radiates a most grateful warmth all through 
the large long room ; nor is it any wonder 
that their facts soon become thawed and 
their features unpuekered, for in the midst 
of them — by this time their numbers have 
increased to quite a little multitude, some 
sixty I should say without couutiug — sits 
a little group of “elect ladies,” with looks 
and toues of welcome for them ; and in the 
midst of the elect ladies sits the one who 
not only — like others perhaps among them — 
gives all her days, and sometimes sleepless 
nights to the Wisconsin Soldiers’ Aid Soci- 
ety, but who, two or three months ago, 
braving railroad smashes, Moshy’s guerrillas 
and all other perils of the road, journeyed 
all alone to Washington, and by her Napo- 
leonic tactics so softened the hearts of the 
stern officials of the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment — no, for it is too serious a matter 
for jesting — by her graphic representations 
of these very women now before tne, sol- 
diers' wives or widows, waiting for back 
pay or pension, through months and some- 
times for over a year, with the “ hope de- 
ferred that maketh the heart sick,” waiting 
on such days us this with hungry children 
cowering round her firelcss hearth ; by the 
power of truth and her pathetic delineations 
of the alternative if the boon were refused, 
of great and unavoidable suffering among 
the families whoso providers had abandoned 
home ties for the wider circle of duty, 
which at every pniut touches hardship, 
danget and death, obtained a Government 
contract for the making up of soldiers’ 
underclothes, and it is by the work and 
pay afforded them in sewing these clothes, 
that these poor women get the tea to soften 
their bread, and the salt to flavor their chil- 
dren’s potatoes. Would that a new contract j 
could be obtained every week or two, aud 
then they might now and then add sugar 
to tbeir tea, and meat to their potatoes. 

Rut a more important work still is done 
for these poor women and their children by i 
these ladies, and that is, in securing for them : 
the County and State money allowed by 
the laws of the State to the families of sol- 
diers in the field, but which most of them 
are too uneducated — at least in English, for j 
the Tuetonic element largely prevails — to 
get for themselveB, and are thus left to the 
long delays of uninterested persons who 
make only a matter of business of their 
affairs; or still worse, become a prey to 



sharpers and those wicked ones who “ de- 
vour widows’ houses” and “ afflict the 
fatherless child.” In this room in fact is 
a branch bureau of the great and beueficcnt 
Special Relief System of the Commission, 
and it has been organized by and is carried 
ou under the instructions of the Secretary 
of Stale for Wisconsin, an ex-General, who 
has given an arm and his health to the cause, 
and knows bow to sympathize with his old 
comrades, both in tbeir anxieties of the 
field and of their homes. Over this bureau 
presides the wife of an eminent judge, and 
the ermine certainly loses nothing of its pu- 
rity and dignity when it covers such workers, 
aud shields such work as this. On the table 
before her lie, numerous blauks, which are 
rapidly being filled in, by herself aud her 
assistant — who, as interpreter, exchanges 
the soft tones of her native Castilian for 
Euglish aud for the still more gutteral Ger- 
man — and as fast as they are sigued (or 
marked) by the claimants, they are laid 
together to be forwarded to Madison, the 
capitol of the State, for official action. Dy 
their side lies a pile of bunk checks, the 
fruit of former papers of the same kind, 
substantiating similar claims to payment of 
State dues. You should see how that poor 
German womau’s square heavy face, redden- 
ed by the frost and hardened by poverty 
and anxiety, refines aud lightens up, as the 
stuff for the garment is put into her hands; 
or better still, the priee of those she brings 
back is handed to her to be exchanged for 
tome little article of necessity, or jo her 
luxury for herself or child ; or still better, 
as the pen is put into her huger for the stiff, 
angular, black-letter-like German signature 
that looks so hard and crabbed to Kugligh- 
scrip-reading eyes, or is guided over the 
paper to form the cross which indicates 
“ her mark,” which mark, simple as it is, 
is the “open sesame” to a Golconda of 
several greenbacks ; or best of all, as the 
sundry dollars collected on a check in her 
favor is consigned to the depths of her 
glove, her handkerchief or her pocket. 
What a pity she can't lay down her cross 
once for all when putting it on paper, and 
that she can’t get a check cashed every 
week without having to bear it 1 

Thus, here in the far North-West, one 
lays one’s hand, amid the ice and snow, on 
one point of the circumference of that same 
vast circle (its stupendeousness aud benefi- 
cence not realized perhaps even by its own 
central workers) which, ulive with deeds of 
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charity at every point within its Bupcrfices, 
throws out its magnetic wires laden with 
messages of love and its tracks freighted 
witli good cheer, and from this and every 
other available spot of its periphery, from 
the frozen North to the burning South, 
from the malarious levee of the father of 
waters to the long bleak reaches of the 
Atlantic coast, untouched, let us hope for 
permanent harm by the sectarian envyings 
of its enemies without, or by the local jeal- 
ousies of its friends within, or by manifold 
other infirmities within and without, and 
which, let us also hope, will be used to the 
end as a potent instrument of the Almighty 
for the staying of the famine and thirst, the 
covering of the nakedness, and the healing 
of the wounds and fevers of the battle-field, 
during the evil days of the civil war; and, 
by the memories of its impartial beneficence, 
for the blotting out of old scars and feuds, 
and the cementing of National Brotherhood 
in the glad time that shall come after it. 

Truly yours, 

Alfred J. Bloor. 



imperial Relief glcpatimtnt. 

A NEW “HOME" AT PADUCAH, KY. 

On Monday, November 21, a new Sani- 
tary Commission “ Home” was opened at 
Paducah, Ky., for the reception of soldiers 
in need of tcuiporary shelter aud food. 

Its need is shown by the fuct that the 
first day 120 meals were given, 30 men 
coming in “ before rations could be fur- 
nished.” Duriug the first six days 940 
meals were given, beside many men fur- 
nished with lodgings, and the attentions 
given to the sick. 

Thus, at another point, the beneficent love 
of the people is reaching the needy soldiers 
in the field ; and in no way dues this love 
have a more practical expression than in 
these “ Homes,” where the hungry find 
fool, the homeless find shelter, and the 
weary fiud rest. 

ANNAPOLIS. 

BY J. ADDISON WHITAKER. 

I herewith respectfully present my report 
for this District, for the week ending Nov. 
26, 1864. 

OFFICE. 

I have expended 889 50, as you will see 
by reference to statement, Paper A, for- 
warded to B. Collins, Ksq., Assistant Trea- 
surer, New York. 



I have received, issued and have on hand 
stores as stated in Paper B. 

In view of expected arrival, and at last 
(Thursday) the arrival of paroled prisoners, 
we have been engaged in preparation for 
their reception. This work, however, has 
not in any way interfered with the regular 
“ office duties,” which from the fact that 
the District has been pretty well cleaned 
out by furloughs, and the return of conva- 
lescents to their regiments or other hospi- 
tals to make way for the paroled men, have 
not been so pressing as heretofore. As it 
may interest you to have some idea of our 
office duties, even in the lull of business, I 
preseut a copy of my journal for three 
days, viz. : 

November 21. — Office opened at 9 A.M. 
Large number of soldiers called for blanks 
for commutation of rations. Reports for 
week ending 19th iust. from Camp Parole, 
hospitals aud office sent by mail. Furnish- 
ed two destitute nmbulanee drivers with 
shoes and shirts. Call from Chaplain Ham- 
mond, St. John's College hospital about 
printing for office, and requesting my at- 
tendance during his absence at fuuerals. 
Letter from John Bownc inquiring of 
Hugh O’Brien, a soldier. Lady called; 
she arrived this morning, found her hus- 
band dead and buried ; furnished her with 
the necessary blanks for widow’s pension, 
&c. ; sent her in conveyance to the Soldiers' 
Burial Ground to visit the grave of her 
husband ; she was much distressed aud 
shed tears of real sorrow; took her meals at 
“ Home,” and expressed great gratitude to 
the Commission. 

November 22. — Weather cold and snow- 
ing. Furnished two destitute soldiers with 
one pair shoes, two pairs socks and two 
pairs mittens. Two ladies from Baltimore 
called to obtain information in regard to 
balance of Maryland State Bounty due de- 
ceased relatives; they were informed how 
to proceed, aud were successful in obtaining 
the money. Two agents of the Christian 
Commission called on business. Applica- 
tions for towels and handkerchiefs; none 
on hand. Letter from Dr. Palmer, sur- 
geon-in-chargc, St. John's College hospital, 
requesting attendance at burial of soldier. 
Letter from Dr. Bacon, surgcon-in-charge 
Annapolis Junction Hospital, asking sup- 
plies for Thanksgiving dinner for soldiers. 
Sent him meal, corn starch, also keg of fresh 
oysters. Many calls from soldiers for ap- 
plication for commutation of rations while 
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in prison. Forwarded four certificates 
for New York State Bounty for Boldiers. 
Sent stores to Catnp Parole. Letter from 
A. B. Clapp inquiring about his son. 

November ‘2d. — Renewed cards for ad- 
mission at “ Home” for three ladies. Call 
from Ohio State Agent; our interview was 
very agreeable, explained our manner of con- 
ducting business. Ac.; was much interested 
and seemed to appreciate the efforts of the 
Commission and its great usefulness; was 
thankful for information given him, and 
expressed himself much obliged. Several 
calls from soldiers asking assistance in col- 
lecting commutation of rations, Ac. 

Thursday, flag of truce boats began to 
arrive. Blackstone 565, Atlantic 600 and 
44 deaths, 6'en. Sedgwick 505, WeybotseU 
500, Herman Livingston 755 aud 2 deaths. 
Others are looked for daily, and unless 
Gen. Sherman has interfered with the ex- 
change, (and it is intimated he has.) we 
shall soon have a much larger number than 
can be comfortably accommodated here. 
Many of them are in a very destitute con- 
dition. 

The Government officers, I believe, have 
done all they could do to promptly meet 
the wants of the sufferers. We have worked 
a helping bund as usual, and I trust not in 
vain. Towels and needles arc now the 
only things we arc in need of. Our agents 
arc active in rendering much assistance at 
their several stations. Camp Parole is fill- 
ing up, and our work is beiug steadily pro- 
secuted by our agents there. Mr. Miller, 
hospital visitor, is also busy, and has 
promptly met every boat on its arrival. 
The “ llomc” is quite empty, but no doubt 
shall have a large number of visitors soon. 
My report is hastily sketched on account of 
a number of interruptions. 

BY MRS. S. L. PHILLIPS AND MISS ALVA CART. 

Camp Parols, Dec. 2, 1864. 

Our usually quiet and orderly encamp- 
ment has been the scene of unwonted acti- 
vity aud excitement for the last few days, 
owing to the arrival of the thousands of 
prisoners from the Charnel House, at An- 
dersouvillc. Commission Agents, as well 
as Government officials of every grade, have 
been occupied in caring for these, our un- 
fortunate fellow-countrymen, who came back 
to us living skeletons, monuments of the 
inhuman barbarity instituted or counte- 
nanced by “Southern chivalry.” They will 
soon constitute a majority in our crowded 



hospital wards, and may be readily dis- 
tinguished by their lean visage and peculiar 
complexion. Their condition calls for our 
deepest sympathy, and their united testi- 
mony fully corroborates the different and 
repeated portrayals in our public journals, of 
their untold sufferings. When conversing 
with them, their eyes often fill with tears, as 
they say, “O! it can never be told, no 
language can express our suffering; could 
we tell all, it would not be believed. It is 
scnrccly possible to exaggerate them," etc. 

We were interested in an account given 
by a young man of Philadelphia, of a po- 
litical meeting held in the “ Stockade,” as 
they term the “ pen" into which they 
were crowded like herds of cattle, where 
someofourmen spoke boldly aud eloquently, 
for the Union and our noble President, iu 
the hearing of some Rebel officers, who had 
given permission for a discussion between 
the two parties, and when the vote was 
taken in that dismal place, where they had 
been told our Government led them to die, 
a large majority was given for the Union. 
All who are not too ill, seem overjoyed at 
their deliverance, and speak of their present 
condition as almost a paradise. They usu- 
ally express fervent thanks for the least 
contribution to their comfort. Some are 
beyond the reach of human aid. To speak 
a few words of sympathy, to furnish a little 
cordial, to receive last messages for absent 
dear ones, to point to the ever present 
Almighty Friend, who alone can go with 
them through the dark valley; to write 
and repeat the sad talc to absent friends, is 
in many cases, all that is left for your 
agents to do. One of these died the next 
day after coming to this section, others must 
follow soon, and. as one of their number 
expressed it, “ Oh ! what multitudes are 
ruined for life, who may yet survive." 

But it is hoped that in many cases, these 
afflictions “ will work out for them a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory” in a future life. 

Camp Parol* Hospital, 1 
December 9 , 1864 . / 

Although the past week has been one of 
deeply painful interest here, we can but re- 
iterate the oft-repeated tale of suffering, 
death and sorrow, yet now intermingling 
with the untold joys of deliverance from 
cruel bondage; and with the more favored 
ones — the anticipation of a speedy reunion 
with loved ones at home, by many of whom 
the ransomed will be received as life from 
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the dead. Our wards in this section are 
becoming crowded with the newly arrived; 
but, alas, many only come to die — six have 
gone to their long home during the week. 
One who had been a sailor, a German by 
birth, only lived long enough to leave a 
noble and precious dyibg testimony, for 
which he had to be repeatedly aroused from j 
the stupor of death. “God,” he said, “had 
been with him by sea and by land — his 
ouly refuge in all his afflictions.” Again 
and agaiu he blessed Him for all His mer- 
cies, particularly in bringing him here to 
die, among the kind friends of the soldier 
and the Union — while his peaceful and 
radiant countenance told more than words 
could express. 

Much sympathy has been excited for a 
very young soldier boy, who, after several 
weeks had become convalescent, and was 
anticipating a visit home, but was again 
prostrated by fell disease, and suddenly 
passed away — it is hoped to be with Christ, 
as lie expressed trust in Him. A severe 
case of typhoid fever was watched with 
much solicitude for several days; while the 
patient endurance and calm trust spoke a 
soul at peace with God. Nor was this all. 
“Tell my mother,” said the noble sufferer, 
as death drew nigh, “ not to mourn for me — 

I die happy; I hope to meet her in heaven 
at the great day; and 1 hope this wicked re - 
Mi ion will soon be ended." While the 
heart sickens at scenes like these almost 
daily repeated, it is a fact tliut calls for fer- 
vent gratitude to God, that in a majority 
of cases, thus suddenly taken, have given 
precious evidence of having been only 
transferred to that world of light and love 
where pain and sorrow never come. And 
in recording them, we do not forget that 
they are far exceeded in intensity of woe 
by geenes daily transpiring in the neighbor- 
ing city, to say nothing of the huudreds 
that died daily , uncalled for, except by 
the compassionate Redeemer — amid those 
scenes of revolting cruelty — which seem to 
beggar description, the remembrance of 
which will ever remain a foul blot even on 
the Confederacy; and which it would seem 
must arouse the indignation of every Chris- 
tiau or patriot in our land. 

BY C. F. HOWES. 

Annapolis, Md., Dee. 10, 18C4. 

I have the honor to submit the following 
as my report for the week ending Decem- 
ber 10, 1861. 

Vol. I. No. 29 



In assuming the responsibilities of the 
Sanitary work iu this district, so faithfully 
superintended by my predecessor, 1 find a 
very large field of labor. The destitute con- 
dition of a large number of returned prison- 
ers, who have arrived the past week, and 
the constant demand upon the Commission 
for supplies, prove how well adapted are its 
arrangements for meeting their wants. The 
Sanitary Commission is well represented 
when the several boats arrive, and the sur- 
geons render every possible facility to aid 
our agents in their work, and often express 
their appreciation of our efforts. 740 
prisoners arrived to day. Every man has 
been supplied with a towel, handkerchief, 
comb, needles, thread, paper, pencils, and 
had his palate tickled with a few goodies 
from the Sanitary Commission storehouse. 
There is no limit to the variety of assistance 
we give these men. 

The New England Womans’ Auxiliary 
. Association deserves special mention for the 
timely arrival of towels and handkerchiefs 
to meet an immediate demand. For hospi- 
tal divisions No. 1 and 2, 1 would refer you 
to Mr. Miller's report. Here I would 
speak of the valuable influence of Mrs. I)r. 
Parrish, exerted among the sick and wounded 
in the various hospital wurds of this city. 
The kind and cheering words at the bedside 
of the suffering forms, and the many letters 
of affection written by her to long absent 
and loved ones at home, caused tears of joy 
to flow from eyes that had long seen suffer- 
ing, and such expressions of gratitude as come 
only from lips livid with mouths of terrible 
suffering. One of the men informed me that 
when he saw her entering his ward, he com- 
menced to pray that she would come to his 
bedside and talk to him of friends and home. 

The “ Home" has bceu crowded to its ut- 
most capacity. Thus far, none have been 
turned away. Joy and sorrow, rejoicing 
and mourning, fill its cheerful halls. Our 
little matron, Mrs. Sayres, makes everyone 
around her happy, and the admirable con- 
dition of the “ Homo” shows that her heart 
is in the work. All who share its hospital- 
ities return to their homes overflowing with 
“ Sanitary," saying. “ I now see some of 
the avenues through which the Sunitary 
Commission reach the needy and destiRite. ’ 

CAMP PAROLE. 

The importance of our work at Camp 
Parole will be seen by Mr. Batchelor's report. 

The system of paying and giving furloughs 
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to the men, is now very complete. It has 
been found necessary to retain the men 
several days in camp before attempting to 
pay them, because with money many would 
injure their health and even enduugcr their 
lives, by eating improper food. 

Captain Davis, who first cares for the men 
after their arrival, informs me that Juuiaica 
gineer. mixed in stewed apples, is beneficial 
for their first few meals ; both of the above 
articles we have furnished him in sufficient 
quantity. 

I have found it necessary to malic further 
claims for commutation of rations. The 
men are now mustered for this and sub- 
sequently paid. Enquiring letters for 
friends among the exchanged prisoners are 
numerous, and daily increasing in number. 
When no positive information can be ob- 
tained of their condition, the name, com- 
pany, and regiment are registered (with ad- 
dress of enquirer) in this office, and the 
search is renewed upon the arrival of each 
subsequent boat. I may say our work is 
moving smoothly on, with no jarring notes 
of discord. 

BY JAMF.S BATCHELOR. 

Asnapous, Mo., Dec 3, 1864. 

I herewith respectfully offer my report 
for the week ending at date. 

This has been an unusually busy week on 
all hauds, as about three thousand prisoners 
from Savannah have arrived in camp. My 
two assistants have, together with myself, 
been kept so busy on the days of the arrival 
of the men, that we have scarcely had time 
to obtain our meals. The men were in a 
terrible condition, and the combs, towels, 
handkerchiefs, &c., which were distributed 
to them came in very good use. The worst 
cases were put in Section I). When they 
found what good quarters they were to be 
placed in, viz., a bunk with a straw bed, 
they were well pleased, and two of them 
told me that it was like getting into heaven, 
compared with their accommodations, or 
rather want of accommodations just before. 
One man told me that he should never 
again complain of the common troubles of 
life, as they were nothing in comparison 
with what was endured in the rebel lines. 
And then their expressions of gratitude 
were refreshing, after the sullenness and 
iugratitude of the professional hummer *, 
who are often heard complaining of their 
lot. I have distributed a number of shirts 
to sick men who could uot endure the Gov- 
ernment shirts. Three-fourfhs of the men 
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are sick with the scurvy, and many of them 
cannot eat the food furnished them. Such 
cases I supplied with crackers, and to some 
who were not allowed coffee, I gave tea. 
To-day fourteen hundred men came In, and 
ns they missed their dinner, 1 sent a man 
who distributed several baskets of crackers 
among them. 

From Section A comes the report of a 
busy week ; and a description, which though 
vivid, can convey only a small idea of the 
condition and sufferings of the hospital pa- 
tients. Jsevcral deaths have occurred already, 
and it seems probable thut a great majority 
of the new cases cannot live. 

The surgcon-in-charge wishes me to furn- 
ish him with a quantity of “ pickled cab- 
bage” for the scurvy cases in the hospital. 
As he cannot buy the article, 1 would re- 
commend that it should be furnished him. 



PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY 

BY RfcV. J. A. ANDERSON. 

In Christ’s description of the last judg- 
ment we find not a word concerniug the 
belief which guides an action, but teeming 
paragraphs concerning the actions them- 
selves. lie is silent us to the intellectuali- 
ties, so to speak, of religion; but vivid and 
pungent respecting the deeds of religion. 
The vigor and sweep of his utterances, 
labor to express themselves in such words 
as these: — "Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom : For I was ahungered, 
and ye gave me meat; ] was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in ; naked, and ye clothed me; I 
was sick, and ye visited me ; 1 was in prison, 
and ye came unto me. Verily, I say unto 
you, inasmuch us ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my bretborn, ye 
have done it unto me.” 

We would, by no means, have it infer- 
red that the intellectualities of religiou are 
unimportant ; but would only guard against 
that tendeucy, in the minds of some, which 
elevates theology above practice; and which 
dials not deem those organizations that 
abound in the practice of religion to be 
as Christian and as praiseworthy, as those 
which teach the intellectualities of religion 
Giving a man directions how he shall 
thread his way across the vast I'lains to the 
Pacific, is one thing, and an important 
thing; but dotting thoso Plains with 
“ Homes,” where he shall find lodging, food, 
rest, and clothing, is, to say the least, quite 
as important, and quite us Christian. 
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These thoughts were suggested by the 
numbers of lodgings and meals that were 
given to the men who are fighting the fierce 
Battles of God’s truth, by the Sanitary Com- 
mission, in its “Soldiers’ Homes” at Louis- 
ville and Camp Nelson, Ky.; Jeffersonville 
and New Albany, Lad. ; Cairo, 111.; Nash- 
ville and Memphis, Tenn., and New Or- 
leans, La. For October, the figures are : 



Lonisville, 


Lodging*. 

28,203, 


MeaU. 

84,0o9. 


Camp Nelson, 


12,495, 


24,882. 


New Albany, 


802, 


3,209. 


Cuiro, 


3,425, 


15.791. 


Nashville, 


9,602, 


22,923. 


Memphis, 


1,202, 


4,358. 


New Orleans, 


5,752, 


15,87!). 




61,544. 


190,661, 


For the month of November: 






Lodging*. 


Nmli. 


Louisville, 


22,449, 


100,347. 


Camp Nelson, 


8,556, 


17,358. 


Jeffersonville, 


1,511, 


2,743. 


Cairo, 


5,981, 


20,762. 


Nashville, 


15,020, 


49,961. 


Memphis, 


1,149, 


4,048. 


New Orleans, 


7,206, 


20,408. 




72,962. 


215,627. 



The soldiers of our armies have come to 
these Homes in all cunditious of health or 
sickness; of hunger, thirst, or raiment; of 
all nativities, languages and complexions ; 
enlisted under the banner of every State, 
yet fighting under the broad standard of all 
the States; aud-whether near the Gulf of 
Mexico, upon the banks of the Mississippi, 
the Cumberland, or the Ohio, or ou the 
hills trod by Djniel Boone, have been fed; 
have been put to sleep in clean beds ; have 
been clad, when clothing was necessary; 
have hud their wounds dressed, or their 
brows bathed as the interminable hours of 
a feverish uight dragged by ; have been 
transported to the proper depots ; forwarded 
on their way to another “ Home,” theuce to 
another, and finally to their friends;. while 
couriers have been sent in charge of the 
siokest; and money has been furnished the 
neediest. Is such a work as “ Christian,” 
in the sight of the full-hearted Father, as 
is the distribution of tracts l 

Between twenty and thirty Soldiers’ 
Homes, placed by the Sanitary Commission 
all over the land, from North to South, and 
West to Fast, at centres where they are most 
needed, are in daily and nightly operation. 



By these seven, we find that in October 
2.052 lodgingB were given each uight, and 
6,25(5 meals each day. In November, 
2,422 lodgings were giveu each night, and 
7,187 meals were given each day. 

At this ratio, these seven Homes furnish, 
in one year, 807,042 lodgings, and 2,42 , ,728 
meals. 

How many lodgings and meals have been 
giveu by all the Homos duriug' the past 
year cannot now be stated; but the aggre- 
gates are large. 

Arrangements are being perfected, by 
which the Bulletin and Reporter will be 
able to make moutbly publications of these 
and similiar facts. And when the public 
does know all that is being done by the 
people through the U? S. Sauitary Com- 
mission, we shall hear fewer objections con- 
cerning its management 

“ HUNGRY. AND YE EED ME.” 

The Sanitary Commission does not con- 
fine its efforts to one locality, and then seek 
to leave the impression upon the community 
that said efforts and said locality are to be 
taken as average specimens of its work. The 
world, generally, would consider such a 
course as dishonorable; and the church, 
generally, would term it as dishonest. 

From the old “dark and bloody ground,” 
the following report is wafted to us; and 
while it will serve to show that the efforts 
of the Sanitary Commission are not con- 
fined to the Army of the Potomac, it will, 
also, which is better, show that the brave 
soldiers under Major Generals Stoucuian and 
Burbridite, are made comfortable through 
its instrumentality. 

Soldiers’ Home, C*Mr Nelsox, Ky., \ 
Dec . 1, 1864. J 

Dr. J. 8. Newberry, 

Dear Sir: — I herewith subjoin state- 
ment of our work at the “ Home,” for the 
mouth of November, 1804. 

Meals, 17,25s. Lodgings, 8,556. 

The peculiar situation of the “ Home,” 
in a camp controlled almost entirely by the 
rules of uncertainty and beyond the reach 
of calculation, renders our work inevitably 
spasmodic and uudefiucd. 

If the day is dull, and only a few sol- 
diers call for the ever ready meal, the eve- 
ning, and perchance the late hours of the 
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night, will surely bring us scores, and frc 
quently hundreds of hungry and weary men- 

Often, wheu our business horizon is clou- 
ded. and we think there is very little work 
in store for us until to-morrow, a breeze is 1 
stirred, and a cloud of candidates for our 
bounties is blown suddenly upou us. Thun 
comes the most grateful sensation which pre- I 
vails every where, throughout dining hall, 
kitchen, and wards ; the “ Home” detail 
cheerily throwing off the oppression of 
ennui, and hasten cheerily to their work. 

The Commissary, always happiest when | 
hurrying after rations, prefers, even at mid- j 
night, his work rather thun bis bed ; aud 
goes willingly in quest of the Government 
bakery aud butchery. 

Our rule is to keep on hand a reasonable 
supply of fresh beef and bread, but we are 
sometimes surprised, when cautious not to 
draw more than we may use while they are 
fresh ; hence, the necessity for these noc- 
turnal visits to the bakery, lie. 

Such was the ease on the evening of the 
Nov. 23. All our men. and sundry friends, 
had interested themselves in ornamenting 
our dining hall with cedar and shrubbery, 
and making the arrangements for a thanks- 
giving dinner. The day had otherwise been 
quiet, but at nightfall a large representation 
of three regimeuts, 53d, 54th, aud 55th Ky., 
with members of other regiments, in tran- 
ki iti, came suddenly for supper, when we 
readily dropped our preparations for the 
morrow, leaving it to caVe for itself, while 
we hurried ourselves about the demands 
of the present. As several hundreds had 
to be fed, our supper continued until after 
midnight, for the men had been without 
rations since early morning, and were un- 
provided with cooking utensils. 

The preparation of food continued all 
night. Breakfast began at three o’clock in 
the morning and continued until three 
o'clock in the afternoon, without the least 
intermission ; after which, the troops march- 
ed thankfully away to meet the rebels un- 
der Breckeuridge or any other man. 

The rush of business has been so great 
for the past twenty-two hours that our 
effective force was entirely worn out, and 
there was scarcely enough energy left to 
enable us to enter fully upon the thanks- 
giving feast. However, under the manage- 
ment of Mrs. Butler, a company of three 
hundred soldiers sat down at six o’clock, to 
a bountiful supper of turkeys, chickens, 
cakes, fruits, vegetables, lie. Revs. Schofield 



and Vittcrs delivered happily conceived 
speeches, and remarks abounded from sol- 
diers and their friends. The entertainment 
was highly satisfactory, and was truly an 
oasis in the life of the soldier. 

The decorations and arrangements of the 
dining hall were very tastefully mnde, and 
in the fulness of lamp-light appeared like 
the elegance of a similar entertainment at 
home. Very respectfully, 

Thomas Butler. 



ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AOO. 

Bkooklyh, Dee. 9, 1864. 

During a recent appeal to the loyal women 
of Brooklyn for old linen for the wounded 
soldiers, among other responses we re- 
ceived the following note, accompanying a 
donation of linen bearing the marks of age. 

Thinking it may be interesting to others 
as it was to ourselves, we send it for the 
readers of the BULLETIN. K. W. 

“Friends of the Rf.ljef Commis- 
sion : — It may not be uninteresting to you 
to know, that some of the pieces of old 
linen left by me at your office this morning 
are very venerable by reason of age. 

“ A hundred and fifly years ago, among 
the Ochill hills, in Culcdonin, aud at the 
open window of a farm house of that lo- 
cality, the passer by might have seen a 
young blooming lassie working merrily at 
her spinning wheel, preparing for the most 
eventful change in the life of any one; in 
short, she was spinning for her own future 
use, sheets, towels, &c. 

“ Little did that young woman dream, as 
she merrily drove her wheel, that her handy 
work would be used in 1804 to bind up the 
wounds of heroic men, who stand and tight 
' for freedom iu days of danger; yet, such is 
i the case, and I thought that you might be 
j pleased to know the fact. 

“Respectfully, W. M. K.” 

PRISONERS. 

The work of the Sanitary Commission 
i among our soldiers, who are prisoners in 
I the South, may never be sufficiently esti- 
mated. The best that can be done for 
them is done. The following copies of in- 
\ voices of goods forwarded to them by Dr. 
I M. M. Marsh, Sanitary Commission Agcut 
i in Gen. Foster’s department, will indicate a 
portion of that work. The receipt of the 
I Confederate officer was taken on the delivery 
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of each invoice, and contains a promise 
that the goods should be “ safely and 
promptly delivered to the Union private 
soldiers, held as prisoners of war at Charles- 
ton, S. C., and in its vicinity.” 

U. S. Trsksport “ Casoniccs,” \ 
Orr CH4I1LE9TON, S. C., Oct. 3, 1804. / 

I hereby acknowledge the receipt, this 
day, from Lieut. Col. Stewart L. Woodford, 
127th N. Y. V., of Maj. Gen. Foster’s staff, 
of boxes numbered 26 to 82, and marked 
according to the above invoice. 

The clothing and stores contained in these 
boxes are agreed by Maj. Gen. Sam. Jones, 
commanding Confederate forces, to be safely 
and promptly delivered to the Union pri- 
vate soldiers, held as prisoners of war at 
Charleston, S. C , and in its vicinity. 

P. C. Warnick, 

A. D. C. to Maj. Gan. 8am. Jone«, 
Commanding Department 8. C. 

The 57 boxes alluded to in the above re- 
ceipt contained the following articles : 

Blanket*. 79 Sock*, woolen, pr*, .... 918 

Coat* 2‘» | ** cotton, pra 98 

Drawer*, Annuel, prt. ..4)06 Shirt*, flannel 1711 

“ c*Hlon, prs. ... 200 I Slippers, pm... 200 

Overall*, pm 12 Towel*.... 107: 

P»n«, gro** 4 Vent* 5 

Pam*, pr« 3 Wrapper* 391 

Quilt* 94 I 

In addition to these for the private sol- 

diers, 2 ii boxes were sent on the same day 
to the officers at the same places. These 
boxes contained 

Bfd .ark. 2.*, 8 | Tow.!* tlOCt 

Uratti.r. 1317 j Shirt, SIS 

Handkerchief* 2084 Wrap [ter* 221 

Quilt* bJ I 

Receipts similar to the above have bceu 
received for all articles forwarded. We 
give below a list of the goods with the dates 
upon which they were sent. 

Sanitary stores and clothing furnished by the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission , through Maj. lien Foster, 
for U. S soldiers, prisoners at Andersonville, Ga, 
September 22, 1864. 



Cracker*, barrel* 


100 


Blanket* 


... 200 


Coudeuocd mil*, case*. 


12 


8uck*, pair* 


... 1010 


C«»u«l*n*M»d eofliM, “ . 


12 


Drawer*, pair*. . . . 


... 1005 


Canned torn Mot*. “ . 


12 


Shirt* 


... 1O01 


Towel* 


1181 


Slipper*, pair* 


... 441 


Concentrated beef, ca*e* 


21 


Handkerchief* .... 


... 1276 



Clothing for Federal prisoners of tear at Charleston , 
S. C., forwarded by Dr. M. M. Marsh. Agent U. 
S. Sanitary Commission, October 1, 1864. 

Felt hat* 1000 i Zouave jackets. ... ... . 60 

Coat* 76 Htankeu 200 

l*ant*. pair* 132 I 

Sanitary stores furnished by the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission through Maj. Gen. Foster, for relief 
of officers and soldiers , prisoners of * car, in and 
near Charleston, S. C October 2, 1864. 



FOR OFFICERS. 



Towel* 

Flannel *htrt». . . . . 




650 

OR 








Colton* *.>irt* 




4b2 


Cotton drawer*.... 


513 1 






FOR SOLDIERS. 








534 


Towel* 


.... 1872 Bed Back* 


2 <8 


Sock*, pair* 


.... 612 Blanket* 


355 


Qui't* 


.... 172 J 8llppem. pair* 


•3 '6 


Shirt* 


.... 2is| Pant*, pair*, 


133 








Jacket* 


.... 67 Felt bat* 


1000 


Handkerchief*. . . 


2504 | 





Stores sent by U. S. Sanitary Commission to Union 
prisoners of tear in South Carolina , in care of 
the rebel General Hardee , November 1, 1864. 

Blouse* 600 i Shirt*. 1920 

Blanket* 200 * j bh'«vi, pair* 6Q0 

Drawer*, pair* 1776 i Socks, pair* 1 60 

Pant*, pair* 1239 ' 

November 9. 1864. ‘ 

Blanket* 460 Handkerchief* 300 

Bluu*** 80<> 1‘auis, pair* 

Bed *ack« 60 Pillow* )9o 

Coudeuned milk. can*-. 381 Shoe*, pair* 3*jn 

Condensed coflee, can*. 3M Soap, lb* M> 

Chocolate, lb*. 120 Shirt* 2*8 

Corn March, lb* 720 . Slipper*, pair*. ...... . 30 

Drawer*, pair* 6» ■ Tea. black, lb* 70 

Extract beef, lb* I960' Tomatoes, can* 120 

Clothing for Federal prisoners at Florence, S. C., 
forwarded by Dr. M. M. Marsh, Agent (J. S . 

Sanitary Commission. November 9, 1864 
Felt hat* 400 | Infantry overcoat*.... 1064 



THE U. 8. 8ANTTARY COMMISSION.-A MIS- 
TAKE CORRECTED. 

The following paragraph lias been widely 
circulated through the West aud North- 
west by persons unfriendly to the Sanitary 
Commission, as a synopsis of a report of its 
business in the Western Department for the 
three years past. As the statements it in- 
cludes are grossly untrue, and could not, if 
believed, fail to affect unfavorably the minds 
of those who have hitherto been the friends 
and patrons of the Sanitary Commission, I 
have thought it desirable to publish a true 
statement of the business of the Sanitary 
Commission in the Western Department for 
three years, ending July 1, 1864, with a 
request that it may be as widely circulated 
as the false has beep. 

TH E FAI.SE. 

“The Western Department of the Sani- 
tary Commission have made a report of 
their doings from September' l, 1861, to 
January 1, 1864. They- had collected 
8321,065 42. Of this only 893,592 56 had 

been appropriated to the purchase of sup- 
plies, aud the rest was appropriated to de- 
fray the expenses of distribution. In short, 
it cost over two hundred thousand dollars 
to get a little over niucty thousand worth 
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to the soldiers, notwithstanding the govern- 
ment did much of the transportation gratis. 
A large amount is paid in salaries to agents. 
The Eastern Department have made no 
report.” 

THE TRUE. 

The United States Sanitary Commission 
had expended July 1. 1864, throiujh the 
hands of its Western Secretary, IN CASH, 
8321.065 42, and had distributed at the 
same date, in the armies of the West, hos- 
pital stores valued at $2,790,811 01 ; of the 
cash expenditure 8190,924 42 had been ex- 
pended in the supply department ; of this 
893.592 60 had been expended for the pur- 
chase of supplies; the balance, 897,331 86, 
constituted the expense account of the sup- 
ply department, and had paid for the dis- 
tribution of stores valued, as above, at 
82,790,811 01 being about three per cent. 
upon that, valuation. So that alt the con- 
tributions maile by the Western States to 
the Sanitary Commission to July 1, 1864, 
had been distributed at tt cost of three per 
cent, upon their lvalue, and that three per 
cent., it may be said, had all been paid by 
contributions from California and the East- 
ern States. 

With these facts before them, can our 
friends in the West and North-west complain 
that their business hag not been done for 
them cheaply enough ? 

J. S. Newberry, 

West. Dep., D. 8. San. Com. 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF U. 8. SANITARY 
COMMISSION, 

From June, 1861, to Oct. 1, 1864. 

The uudersigned, a committee appointed 
by the U. S. Sanitary Commission to pre- 
pare a statement of its financial condition, 
beg leave to submit the following report : 

Total Cash Receipt » and Frpenditureg. 

June, to Oct. 1, 18<H, rotrcIvM $.1,05.1124 55 

Juue, I -S* • 1 , to Oct 1, IMU, expo tided 2.407,9.78 55 

Balance in hxndaof Treaunrer, Oct 1, *64, $615,10$ 03* 

The work of the Commission involving 
this expenditure embraces six distinct de- 
partments: the cost of carrying on each de- 
partment^ given in theaecoinpanyingtables. 

Added to these is a table which accounts 
for certain outlays, as enumerated, not con- 
veniently classified under auy one of the 
above divisions. The aggregate of these 
tables gives the total amount disbursed. 

* The balance In the hand* of the Trea«mrer, December 
1. 1^4, I* three hundred and fiftjr*t»ne th-Hituind nine hun- 
dred and iweuly dollar* aud *eveutv-niue cent* ($3.7 1,9 2d 
70). 



Tho following are the several divisions 
of the Commission's work, with a general 
statement of the character of each, that 
thus the nature of the various items of ex- 
penditure may be more clearly seen. 

1st. The “ Supply Department ” — which 
has for its work the collecting, storing, for- 
warding, and distributing through the hos- 
pitals, and to the armies, and on the battle- 
fields, the supplies sent by the people to 
the soldiers. With this work is, inseparably 
connected a large amount of relief service 
rendered to the sick and wounded by the 
agents employed in this department, which 
service would not he iueluded in the mere 
work of transporting and distributing the 
supplies. The sum, therefore, charged to 
the “Cost of Distribution” (see “Exhibit 
A”) is thereby considerably larger than it 
would otherwise appear; as is also the ratio 
of “the cost of distribution” to the “value 
of the supplies distributed” (see “Exhibit 
C”). It is allowed to stand thus because 
the exact apportionment of the expense be- 
longing to each of these two classes of labor 
cannot ho made, even ns the services them- 
selves cannot be disjoined. 

The work of distributing these supplies, 
and administering tbe general relief con- 
nected with it, lias required the labor of a 
permanent corps averaging 200 men. 

With the necessity of providing “inde- 
pendent transportation” for these supplies, 
this work has involved the purchase and 
maintenance of several wagon trains, and 
the chartering of a number of steamboats 
at various times. In the expense of this 
department is embraced the cost of “sup- 
plies purchased.” 

2d. The Department of Medical Inspec- 
tion, or “ Inquiry and Advice;” by which, 
for nearly three years, a series of inspec- 
tions has been kept up by scientific men in 
the general and field hospitals, and among 
the various regiments composing the army. 
The aim of this Inspection has Seen to dis- 
cover all conditions of camp or hospital life 
unfavorable to the health of the soldier, and 
to suggest and secure such sanitary reforms 
as would guard against disease and death. 
In the opinion of both military aud medical 
men thousands of lives have been saved by 
this service. 

3d. The “Special Relief Department,” 
by which all sick, discharged or disabled 
men, not otherwise provided for, can bo 
guarded, sheltered, fed, and helped out of 
trouble. This department includes the 
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maintenance of “Homes” and “Lodges,” I 
or temporary asylums, Relief Stations near 
battle-fields, Claim Agencies, Pension Offi- 
ces, nurses to accompany the very feeble to 
their homes, men to visit hospitals and to 
look up and collect the hack pay of soldiers, 
and a variety of kiudred work This is an 
agency, which, in these several ways, aids 
and protects on an average 2,500 men daily. 

Under this head of Special Relief will be 
found placed the amount expended upon 
“hospital transports” and “hospital ettrs,” 
a large sum in itself, but small when com- 
pared with the many thousands of sick and 
wounded to whom it furnished easy trans- 
portation from the battle-field to the hos- 
pital. 

4th. The “Hospital Directory,” whose 
mission it has been to serve as the friend 
of fathers, mothers, and wives of soldiers, 
by keeping those at home informed of the 
locatiou and condition of their sick sons or 
husbands in the general hospitals. One 
million and thirty thousand names of hos- 
pital patients have been entered in the Di- 
rectory, and many thousand anxious inqui- 
ries answered. 

5th. The “Statistical Department,” which 
gathers up, tabulates, and deduces valuable 
general principles from all the material col- c 
lected by the Medical Inspectors of the j 
Commission, so as to make it all available 
for preventing disease in the army. This 
work is also incidentally tributary to valu- 
able scientific researches 

Gth. The “Department of Publication,” 
by which, as one branch of its work, the 
choicest results of modern Ynedical and sur- 
gical science upon all the special topics 
most important for an army surgeon to be 
informed upon have beeu furnished gratuit- 
ously, aud in compact form, to every medical 
man in the army. Many thousands of these 
medical monographs, prepared by the ablest 
men of the country, have been thus dis- 
tributed by the Commission. Forming, as 
the scries often has done, almost the only 
book of reference carried by the surgeons 
into the field, it cannot be doubted but this 
expenditure of money has essentially aided 
the army surgeon in his work of saving life 
and alleviating suffering. 

Such are the chief divisions of the Com- 
mission's work upon which its money has 
beeu spent. 

It will be seen that there is one other 
group of expenditures which embraces all 
outlays (as therein specified) not exclusively 



belonging to any one of the above-named 
divisions, but shared partly by each, and 
incurred in the general administration of 
the affairs of the Commission. 

Appended to this report (as a thing essen- 
tial to its completeness) is an estimate — - 
“Exhibit B” — of the cash value of the 
various supplies which have been forwarded 
from the homes of the country to the dis- 
tributing depots of the Commission, and 
thence carried by the agents of the Com- 
mission to the soldiers. 

Add to this sum the cash expended on 
supplies, aud compare with this total the 
expense of distribution, less the present ap- 
praised cash value of the property used in 
carrying on the work of supply distribution, 
and we shall find — “ Exhibit C ' — that but 
four and eighty eight hundredths percentuin 
(4.88) of the value of the goods issued has 
been spent in distributing them. 

C. J. STIU.k, 

C. R Aonew, 

J. Huntington Wolcott, 
George T. Strong, 

J. Foster Jenkins, 

Committee. 

C astral Orririi. 0. S SAKiTARt Commimiox, 

Li. (ember 1, 1864. 

EXHIBIT “A.” 

I. — Supply Peparthrpt. 

Cost of gathering and purchasing Supplies. 

Monev paid in direct purchase of 

enppli-e *1,120,409 02 

Money advanced to Branch*** for 

supplies 22 

Com of Canvasser-, Agents aud 
supply correspondent* aud 
clerk a, for soliciting supplies . 37,886 53 

Frp'ght r aid on collecting sup- 
plies at central storehouse* . . . 33,145 81 

Balance of “ Field ll»*pi *i" ac- 
count. (1981.) chiefly incurred 
for purchase of supplies 12,134 43 

Total cash outlay in gathering 
and in purchasing supplies. ... • $1,271.61163 

Tr (importation and Distribution of Supplies. 
Storehouse account-*- receiving, 
assorting, storing, packing, and 
U«ultig supplies from the store- 
houses at Washington. Balti- 
more. Jf York, Louisville, Ac. $23,351 83 
Purchase of horses and wagon a, 
repairs to wagons, forage, 
wage* of drivers, subsistence, 

Ac., (present value of horses, 
wagons, harness, storehouses, 

Ac . $16,826 30) 80^58 25 

Charter* of steamers, purchase of 
barges, Ac , for transportation 
of supplies to the " Water 
Base." — (preeent value of 
barges belonging to the Com- 

mission. $13.300) 171,772 63 

Expense- of* Field Relief Corpa,” 

*nd <>ne-half exi-en^es of “Aux- 
iliary Relief Corps” 194.638 70 

Total expense of transportation 
aud distributl a uf supplies. . . 470,771 34 

Total coat of Supply Depart raent . f 1,742,383 17 
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II.— Medical Ijmpsctiox. 

Etp«nMi of ibla department $110,933 

III— Ericui. Relifk D».rABT*K>rr. 



Cost of e*tabU*hing and maintaining twenty* 
two “ Home* and Lodge*'' for the rare of alclt, 
furloughed, and discharged aoldiera, also 
Relief Stations near battle field*; including 
‘‘Special Relief" rendere*! to sick and wound- 
ed soldier* and their families $140,771 S7 

Coat of the various Agencies for obtaining 
•• pension*, ” ** arrears of pay,” “bounty, 

“priie money,” “widows claim*.’’ Ac 24,610 46 

Expetm** la the transportation and care of sick 
and discharged soldier* under circumstance* 
where there U no legal claim upon the Gov- 
ernment for relief. 11,297 44 

One-half ex pent*** of “Auxiliary Field Relief 

Corps” 18.600 00 | 

Coat of mxtnuibing “ hospital boats, ” Includ- 
ing store*. surgeon*, dree«-er», nur***, Ac. . . 48.137 29 

Equipment of “ hospital care” 7,677 6*2 



Total coat of Special Relief Department. . . $ £*>1.100 68 



EXHIBIT “B.” 

Showing the nature and appraised cash valuation of arti- 
cle* received in kind, a« contributions for the soldier*, by 
the IT. S. Sanitary Coiiitniseion, from June, 1 SSI , to October 
1, 1864. 



Bedding, hospital furniture, and wearing ap- 
parel. $3,286,439 S3 

Hospital food and delicacies 1,362.360 42 

MUeellaatoo* suppllsa $8,417 28 

Coinvoiced boxes 3,013 boxes, (appraised 

value) 103,423 60 

Valuation of Sanitary supplies w*tit directly 
from the Branch*** and Aid Societies to hos- 
pital* and regiments not included In the 
above Hat 81,793 00 



$7,134,661 15 

Adding to the above the “total coat of gather- 
ing and purchasing supplies.” (a* per Ex- 
hibit A) 1,271,611 63 



We have for cash valuation of all supplies 
which have parsed through the hands of the 
C 8. Sanitary Commission 6.4Q 6 272 76 



IV.— Hospital Di«xcto»t. 

Total expense of maintaining the Hospital Di- 
rectory at Washington, Philadelphia, New 
York and Louisville. $4 7,364 94 

V. — Statistical Dxpabtjixxt. 

Expenses of this Department, tabulating 14.000 
returns camp In-pector* physical examina- 
tions, Ac., Ac $14.24198 

VI.— PCBLICATIOX*. 

Monograph* on medical and surgical subject*, 
for the use of surgeooa in the field and hos- 
pital-; Report* of ail kinds. Document*, • 

“Sanitary Bulletin” at New York, and 
“Sanitary Reporter” at Louisville, Ky $38,900 37 

VII.— Expkvhx*. 

Office Salaries. Washington, New York, Louis- 



ville. Ac $43,304 72 

General expenses — Including advertising, sta- 
tionery, and office printing, freight, postage, 
telegram*, rent, stables, and all petty expen- 
ses for all the above offices 78,774 SI 



$1 24,279 03 

Cash tx HAXoaor Auvxt*. 

Ca*h In hands of Agent* at Louisville, Ky ; 



New Orleans, La.; Beau fort, 8. C.; Newborn, 

N C. ; City Point, Va. ; Ac., Ac $64,027 90 

MnCILLAHOOl 

Ca*h paid over In Western Sanitary Commis- 
sion. (St- Louis), by order of California Con- 
tributors $.V>,000 co ■ 

Metropolitan Fair. Metropolitan Fair buildings 
and Brooklyn Fair 13,624 79 



$63.«24 79 



8UMMARY. 

Total amount of receipt* $3,083,124 38 

Expenditure*. 

Supply Department $1,742,383 17 

Modirtl Inspection 119,93569 

Special Relief 231 .100 68 

Hospital Directory 47,364 94 

Statistical Department 14.241 98 

Publication* 38.360 37 

Ex pen*- 124,279 03 

Cash in hand* of Agents. 64,027 90 

Miscellaneous 65,621 79 



Total amount of expenditure. .$2,467,958 33 
Balance of ca*h In hand* of G. T. 

Strong, E«q., Treasurer, New 

York, October l, 1864 613,166 03 

$1.08* 124 3* 



EXHIBIT <‘C.” 

Dedncting from the sum spent for distribution, # 

vli...’ ,V $470,771 34 

The apprai-.-d cn-h value of the property on 
hand, now used In “ supply distribution.” vl«: 

Horae*, wagons, and harries* $40,976 30 

Barge* 13, MW oo 

Storehouse*, Tent*, and Appliance*. 3,8.V 00 

— 60,326 30 



We have for the total eo*t of dlatrlbution $ 41”. 443 04 

Applying th's «um to the total value of the supplte* dls- 
t riba ted. [Exhibit B.j vlx; $3,406,272 78, we find the actual 
cost of di-lrlbntion to have lieen four and eighty -eight one 
bund re uh« per centum [4.88) of the value of the supplies 
dial ri bated. 



Note — D uring the last quarter (rlt: July 1 to Get. 1) the 
bill for “transportation of supplies ” ha* been va-lly in- 
creased by the necessity of chartering boa!* for carrying the 
large amount of antl-erorbntlca and other store* forwarded 
by the D. 8 Sanitary Commission to the Army of the Po- 
tomac Previous to July 1, IS64. the “eostof distribution ” 
was but three and seventy-six one hundredth* per centum 
(3.76) of the value of the supplies d.*tributed. 



FACTS AND FIOtTEES. 

It is an old saying that “ figures are hard 
facts.” It is an old philosophy, too, that 
teaches the wisdom of judging by facts. 

It is a fact that we arc still in the midst 
of a rebellion that for nearly four years past 
has written its history in blood aud sorrow. 

It is a fact that hundreds of thousands of 
men lmve been sick, wounded, and glaiu, iu 
consequence of this rebellion. 

It is a fact that hundreds of thousands 
more arc now exposed to the dangers and 
privations of the camp and the march, that 
by tens of thousands they continue to fall by 
sickness and wounds, and that so long as 
the rebellion shall live, the sad record of 
suffering will continue to characterize our 
history as a nation. 
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It is a fact that the people have said 
that the army and navy shall be sustained 
amid all their hazards and toils; and that 
all the machinery of government which has 
been laid under contribution to serve this 

i 

end, shall be sustained a)s<i 

It is a fact that the President and all 
the departments under his control; that 
Congress, with all its legislative wisdom ; 
and the people in the majesty of numbers, 
and with the eloquence of unity, have re- 
solved to stand fast by our soldiers and 
sailors, and sustain them while they sustain 
the laws. 

It is a fact that next to the government, 
the people have been represented most 
earnestly and faithfully in the principles 
and work of the United States Sanitary 
Commission. 

It is a fact that the Sanitary Commission 
has distributed supplies to the soldiers and 
Bailors of our forces, valued at 88,406,272 ; 
and that this estimate is much lower than 
the goods would have cost, if they had been 
purchased. 

It is a fact that the expense of distribu- 
ting over 82,260,000 worth of supplies, as 
reported by the Western Department one 
year ago, was 835,000, or one anil one-half 
percent., and that all statements to the con- 
trary are false. 

It is a fact that previous to July 1, 
1864, the cost of distribution ih all the 
departments was but three and seventy- 
six one hundreths per centum (3.76) 
of the value of the supplies; aud that 
the large amount of anti-scorbutics and 
other stores forwarded to the Army of the 
Potamac, which necessitated the chartering 
of boats at the present high prices, has 
only increased the total cost of distribution ; 
to four and eighty-eight one hundredths 
per centum. 

It is a fact that none of our agents are 
simple carriers of supplies, but relief agents ; 
relief agents in the largest sense of the term ; 
and that including them in the accouut of 
“cost of distribution,” wo include avast 



work of beneficent charity in tbe (4.88) cost 
of distribution. 

It is a fact that at a single centre of 
Special ltclief, in Washington, 121,047 
nights' lodgings have been given to our sol- 
diers, iu white, swcot beds; aud that 359,816 
substantial meals have been given at tables, 
besides which many thousand more meals 
have been given to steamboat loads, and car 
loads of wounded, at all hours of the day and 
night. It is a fact that there are twenty- 
two of these Special Relief Stations in the 
North and West, and that the meals and 
shelter furnished to our men, in transitu 
from the army, may be counted by millions 
aunually. 

It is a fact that the people have contrib- 
uted with a freedom and generosity un- 
equalled in any other age or nation of the 
world, to tbe Sanitary Commission, as the 
best and cheapest instrumentality within 
their reach for supplementing the appliances 
of the best of governments. 

It is a fact that the more the people ex- 
amine the work of the Commission, the 
more they arc satisfied with its Christian 
principles, its lofty purposes, and its economi- 
cal plans. 

From the classification and arrangement of 
these general facts and figures, it is evident 
that the work that has been done hitherto is 
very large; that the good government, the 
brave army, and the loyal people, being all 
united in the one graud purpose of saving 
the country, as they look back upon the past, 
— count the demands of the present, — and 
estimate the wants of the future, have agreed 
that they must each rely upon the other, for 
the conduct of that future, as they have done 
in the past, and that the same class of results 
will follow, from the same kind of earnest 
labor. 

The work is sure to go on. The ten- 
dency is more and more to unity; the peo- 
ple are becoming one in spirit and purpose; 
factions and factious oppositions, are being 
fused into a current that flows toward a 
common centre; and the grand record is 
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being made, of a nation united iu its bene- 
factions to the army, as it is in its purpose 
to cheer that army in its struggle for Union 
and liberty. 

WOMAN'S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 
OF RELIEF. 

SANITARY COMMISSION BULLETIN. NO. III. 

During the past fortnight, we Save re- 
ceived 1 87 boxes and barrels of supplies. 
Our distributions, for the same period, have 
been, to Harper’s Ferry, 10 packages; to 
Washington, 15 packages;. City Point, 40 
packages; Norfolk, Va., 3 packages; Beau- 
fort, 8. C., 52 packages; New Orleans, 11 
packages; Hospitals in New York City and 
vicinity, 8 packages; U. S. Hospital Trans- 
port, 9 packages. Our greatest present 
need is flannel drawers, but we want all 
kinds of hospital supplies. 

In the account of our Soldier’s Aid So- 
ciety Council, published in the last number 
of the Bulletin, there is a short statement 
of tjic work accomplished by this branch, 
from May 1 to Nov. 1, 1804. Although 
not nn official semi-annual Report, it is ac- 
curate so far as it goes, and includes the 
greater part of what has been done during 
the half year. We will not repeat that 
statement here, but will only call your at- 
tention to it, as the gratifying result of 
your own work during the summer months. 
When we say lhat ire have scot supplies 
hither and thither, to Graut’s, or to Sher- 
man’s, or to Sheridan's armies; we are 
speaking of ourselves only as your trustees. 
W e simply receive your supplies and pass 
them over to the soldiers, iu your name. It 
has lately been objected that the work of 
the Commission was getting to bo “ too 
large ;” that the gifts of individuals were 
being lost sight of, in the vast business 
character which the work has assumed. 
People think that because what they scud 
must pass through the hands of an “Associa- 
tion,” must go through the ordeal of ex- 
amination and repacking, will appear and 
reappear in reports and invoices, aud ship- 
ping lists, and all this under the direction 
of “Committees;” and when was a Com- 
mittee ever suspected of having a heart, 
that by the time it reached the -soldier, all 
the love and the sentiment which started 
with it will have been beaten out, aud the 
wounded man, if he ever does get the 
article, upon which so many hours and so 
many stitches have been spent, will never 



know where it came from, nor what it means, 
i But this is not go. Do you think that when 
| the flannel shirt! you nigde last week, is put 
■ upon that soldier, faint and cold from loss 
of blood, and now happy at feeling warm 
| and clean again, that he is thinking of 
store houses, and hundreds of boxes, and 
invoices, aud shipping lists, and As-ocia- 
I tions and Committees ? Far from it. His 
I thoughts, instead, go back to the sewing 
circle of his own little village, to the woman 
who made that shirt — always supposed to 
be, his own wife, or mother, or sisSer — to 
his own home. The bond cannot be more 
direct than it is, in both thought and feel- 
1 ing, between you and him. The Sanitary 
Commission Agent is only the messenger, 
who takes your gift to him, and, with it, 
whispers those words of cheer and spiritual 
, consolation, which his friendless condition, 

! and the nature of your gift demand. Is 
j the work of the Commission then too large, 
because, through its means, this simple in- 
cident is repeated, over and over again, hun- 
dreds and thousands of times? Is there 
any hcartlessness about an agency which 
j watches over a single handkerchief, given 
J by a little child, carries it thousands of 
j miles, and with it bathes the head of some 
fever-stricken soldier? It is bedause its 
! heart is large enough to sympathize with 
the sufferings of the masses as individuals, 

, and because it secs so much suffering that 
j it canuot relieve, that it calls upon you, so 
frequently, to increase your contributions — 

I only some little thing from every one of 
I you at home, to be taken to the hospital and 
battle-field, given to some sick or wounded 
soldier in your name, until all suffering 
shall be relieved, so fur as lies in human 
power. Until this is done, the work of the 
Commission can never be “ too large.” 
When this letter reaches you, dear friends 
and fetlow workers, the holidays will be 
over, and' we shall have all settled down to 
' our steady winter’s work. While wishing 
| you a happy New-ycar, individually, aud 
j a happier year for our country thau auy of 
] those lately passed, we would ask you to 
redouble your efforts at the Society, during 
this coming month of January, fur we shall 
more than need to have your contributions 
doubled before the winter is over. The 
active campaigning has been removed, iu 
great measure, from the Western to the 
Eastern States. Beside the ordinary drafts 
made upon our stores from the armies under 
Sheridan and Grant, as well as from those 
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troops along the coast, from New York to 
New Orleans, we have at present the addi- 
tion of Sherman’s large army, and the pros- 
pect of very active movements by all these 
armies. This branch, is the largest ship- 
ping depot of the Commission, and it is 
very important, therefore, that we he well 
prepared to meet the extraordinary demands 
which we cannot doubt will shortly be made 
upon us. We ask you to take the matter 
of devising means for doubling your ordi- 
nary monthly contribution, into serious con- 
sideration 

Before closing this article, we wish to 
make one suggestion about the BULLETIN. 
You will, many of you, doubtless, remember 
receiving last summer, a list of questions, 
asking your criticism as to the nature, or 
your opinion of the Sanitary Commission 
Bulletin. Suffice it to say that, the result 
of these enquiries was to establish without 
any doubt, the very great value of this 
publication, and the necessity of its con- 
tinuance. It was found, however, that 
owing to the distractions of conversations, 
and of the work itself, it was almost im- 
possible to read the pamphlet aloud at the 
Society’s meetings. The only way was to 
circulate it among the members, between 
the meetings. 

This is not done as thoroughly as it might 
be. Generally, every time the Bulletin is 
borrowed, it is returned to the Secretary of 
the Society, to be lent by her again. This 
occasions great loss of time und much trou- 
ble, particularly if the Secretary lives at 
any distance from the village. We would 
suggest that, at the next meeting of the 
Society, the Secretary take the names and 
addresses of all members desirous of see- 
ing the Bulletin. That she should then j 
write to the Associate Manager of her sec- 
tion, or to this office, for a sufficient num- 
ber of copies, to allow one copy to every 
seven readers. In sending them out, write 
the names of seven ladies, residing near 
each other, at the head of each copy, with 
dates opposite each name, allowing two 
days to each, thus: 

Mrs. Edwards, January 5th. 

Mrs. Morton, “ 7th. 

Mrs. White, “ 9th. 

&c , &e., See. 

It will be the duty of each lady, to send 
the Bulletin to her next neighbor on the 
list, on the day placed opposite her name. 
At the end of the fortnight, or at the fol- 
lowing meeting, the Bulletin should be 



returned to the Secretary, when a later 
number, then due, should be started on the 
samo round. Several, copies might, in this 
way, be kept circulating through a village, 
with but little trouble. If once thoroughly 
systematized, the carrying out of the plan 
only necessitates, on the part of each per- 
son, the sending of a pamphlet, a short dis- 
tance, once every fortnight, and a very 1^- 
tic care and attention. Try the plan, und 
let us know how it succeeds. 

Louisa Lee Schuyler, 

Chairman r»rouiilte« on Correspondence, Ac 
New York, Dec. 17, 18t>4. 

MEETING AT BUFFALO, N. Y. 

PUBLIC MEETING AND WOMENS COUNCIL. 

BY ONE or ITS MEMBERS. 

The ladies of the General Aid Society in 
Buffalo, anxious that their auxiliaries should 
more thoroughly understand the Commiss- 
ion, for which they have so earnestly worked, 
and feeling the importance of a general 
meeting, issued invitations to all their aux- 
iliaries to meet in council on December 7 
and 8. 

Notwithstanding the extreme inclemency 
of the weather 73 delegates, representing 
the societies at Otto, Lancaster, Lockport , 
Beach Bridge, Newslrail, Brant, Chrelcto- 
xcaga Suspension Bridge, Clgmer, Eoresl- 
vitle, Wi/liamsvifle, North Boston, Colder , 
Evan’s Centre, Griffin’s Mills. East Ham- 
burg, Byron, Portageville, Wyoming, U'iY- 
linlc, Vo rysburgh, Eagle, Perry, Last Au- 
rora, Youngstown, South Wales, Ablen, 
Cowfesvillc , G/enwtxul, Harris lli/l , Han- 
over Centre , Lewiston, and Mablteburg, re- 
ported at the Aid Booms and were assigned 
to their different places of entertainment. 

The first meeting was held in St. James 
Hall, on the evening of the 7th. The 
meeting was called to order by the Rev. 
Dr. Ilosmer, and on motion Hon. G. W. 
Clinton and Dr. Rochester were appointed 
president and secretary. 

Dr. Parrish of Philadelphia was then intro- 
duced, who gave an insight into the workings 
of the Commission ; he opened his address 
by reading extracts of reports from the Aid 
Society, which showed since its organization 
in January, 1861,820,000 in money re- 
ceived, 81,800 of which was given by chil- 
dren; 180,497 articles disbursed, valued at 
8218,175; the expenses of the room, which 
includes freight, cartage, and publishing 
annual and monthly reports, postage stamps, 
fuel (uot donated), porter’s wages for the 
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last year and a half, (before that time hiring 
only as needed) and other incidental ex- 
penses, amount to about SI, 500. 17,083 

shirts, and 13,000 pairs drawers had been 
cut in the rooms, and returned made by the 
different societies. At the “ Soldiers' Rest," I 
since its opening in June, 5,350 meals, j 
1,558 nights' lodgings had been furnished ' 
to 2,003 disabled soldiers, going to and 
from the army, at an expense in money of 
$400 60. 

The. Local Claim Agent's report showed 
since its establishment under the auspices 
of the Aid Society, in May last, 220 claims 
presented. 1X0 letters had been written to 
the hospital directories in Washington and 
Louisville since June, and 74 conclusive 
answers returned to anxious friends. 

Dr. Parrish was followed by Dr. Marks, 
who gave feeling incidents of his experi- 
ence in the army, during the three years 
he acted us chaplain. 

Dr. Heacock closed with a beautiful trib- 
ute to the two Commissions. 

The meeting adjourned to meet in the 
halt at 10 o’clock the next morning, when, 
although the weather still continued tem- 
pestuous, a fair audience were present. 

The no me* of delegates present were called. 

The names of 48 societies sending reports 
read. 

Dr. Parrish then introduced Mrs. Ste- 
phen Barker, a hospital visitor of the San- 
itary Commission, in and around Wash- 
ington ; she gave in a happy manner an 
idea of her routine of daily life, moving 
her audience to tears and smiles by the sad 
or amusing incidents. She spoke of the 
little things from home which cheered the 
soldier; among others, of “ little bags filled 
with ‘a little of everything,’ called ‘com- 
fort bags ;’ not forgetting,” sbe said, “ among 
the coutents. a ball of yarn and a few needles, 
or a bit of flannel, and above all, a letter 
must be there, no matter how short, a few 
written words to show a sympathizing heart 
had arranged all these things.” Her re- 
marks made a deep impression, as eviuced 
by an old lady, who, with tears in her eyes, 
thanked Mrs. Barker, and said : “ I will go 
home to take a greater interest than ever in 
my work for the soldiers.” 

Mr. Sperry , Relief Agent of the Com- 
mission at City Point, was earnest and for- 
cible in his recital of his duties, impressing ! 
upon all, the necessity of providing flannel 
shirts. 

A unanimous vote of thanks was given to 



Mrs. Barker and Mr. Sperry for their en- 
tertaining addresses. 

Dr. Parrish then, by a large diagram 
which he had brought with him, explained 
the organization of the Commission, the 
connections o' - the branches to the central 
office, the gratuitous labors of the Standing 
Committee, the duties of secretaries, Ac. , 
Ac., giving in a brief address a clear and 
distinct idea of the general plan of work of 
this noble institution. A delegate remarked 
in reply to Dr. Parrish, when he expressed 
bis desire to answer any question not un- 
derstood, that “ she had many to ask when 
she came, but the remarks of the morning 
had answered everything.” After compli- 
menting the faithful co-laborers of the Aid 
Society, in the country, upok their untiring 
devotion to the work, he closed his address, 
leaving that impression upon his hearers 
which will inspire them with greater con- 
fidence in the “ Aid Society,” greater love 
and devotion to the Commission, and with 
pleasaut remembrances of those who come to 
instruct them. 



THE SANITARY COMMISSION IN THE SAND- 
WICH ISLANDS. 

Honolulu, October II, 1864. 

Rkv. Dr. Bellows, 

President of the .Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Sir : — A Christian lady at the 
Sandwich Islands, a native, who was young 
inthc days of Kamchamcha I., but is now 
blind, sends with her best aloha (love) a 
small contribution of tamarinds to the sol- 
diers who arc fighting for the great cause 
of human liberty. She wished that she had 
something better than sour tamarinds to send 
to the brave soldiers, and to gratify her kind 
feelings, I have had the sour frnit taken out 
of the pods and preserved in Hawarian sugar. 
Most happy shall I be if they reach their 
destination in safety, and add a mite to the 
comfort of those for whom they are design- 
ed. Praying God Almighty to bless the 
Sanitary and Christian Commissions, and 
speedily bring the war to an end, I am, in 
behalf of the good old Estera, (Esther), 
Very truly yours, 

>Irs. M. P. Chamberlain. 

S M rs. Chamberlain is one of our oldest 
most estimable missionary ladies.] 

Contributions of woolen mittens and 
socks for the army are solicited. Mittens 
may be made of cloth. The fore finger 
and thumb should be distinct. 
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PROTECTIVE 



2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 



THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq , New York. 

Elisha Harris, U.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agncw, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I. 
flou. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skiuuer, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D, C. 

Horace Biuncy, jr., Philadelphia, lYuna. 

Rev. J. II. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Charles J. Stilld, Philadelphia, Peuna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, ILL 

officers* 



War-Claim ss^aciation 

OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK. 

OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 

NEW YORK. 



H, W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A..D Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 

George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S, Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 



President. 

Lieut. -Gf.n. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Vick-Prkbjdents. 

Hon. Hamilton Fisa, Admiral Dupont, 

John J. Cisco, Esq., Rod. A. Witthaub, Esq 
Treasurer. — Robert B. Minturn, Esq. 
Directors. 



Hons. E. D. Morgan, 

George Opdykb, 

Hiram Barnky, 

Jas W. Bukhman, 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., 

John Jacob Astor, 

James Brown, 

William H. AbpinwallJ Robert L. Stuart, 
James Gallatin, {Alfred Pell. 

Apply in person or by letter, to 

HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 Chambers Street, New York. 



Howard Potter, 
William E. Dodge, jr., 
Theodore Roosevelt, 
Peter Cooper, 

George Bancroft, 
Daxiel Lord, 

Wilson G. Hunt, 



OBJECTS OF TIIE ASSOCIATION. 

Iff. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families , any claims for pensions , pay , or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant . 



STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm. U. Van Buren, M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Siille. 

HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to paiieuts in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
Slates, Eastern Virginia, Marylaud, District ol Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “Oflice of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.’’ 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“Ollice of Sanitary Commission, No. 13 u 7 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 1 ' 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, llliuois, Missouri, Jowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Ollice 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.’' 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he whs when last beard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail ; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or il by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer's expense. 

gffi »Soldiein* Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the canse of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who kuve frieuds in the army. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in till cusea. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

CKNTrfAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Saintary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

PFPOTH OP DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, L>. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore. Ma. 

U S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md 

17. S. Sanitary Commission, Nortolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time us necessities of the 
service require. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. S. Saniury Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati' 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, 111. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 



U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, 0. 

U. S Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville. Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

EAST. 

“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

“Soldiers’ Rest," Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

“ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“ The Home," Baltimore, Md. 

“ Horae for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“ Special Relief Office,” No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“ The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“ Hume for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, I). C. 

“ Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, 1). C. 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R , Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington. D. C. 

Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. 0. 

“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R IL. Alexandria, Va. 

“Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“ The Horae,” New Orleans, La. 

WEST. 

Soldiers’ Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldie’s’ Home, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers' Home, Lou'sville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup’t. Jam^a Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, 111., C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Bray ton, Sup't. Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Horae, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis. Tenn., 
C. W. Christy. Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelsou, Ky., Thomas 
Butler, Superintendent. 

Sol dici s’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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BRANCH, 

No. 744 Broadwoy, 
NEW YORK. 



\ htfVW leg& AM 

1 f j. 



BRANCH, 

No. 19 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 



_ PHILADELPHIA.^ 

Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs, 



The ‘‘Palmer" Arm and Leo are now famished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
plea-iire of prorating extract* from official teller* from the Snrge«Q.Qi«iiarnl. which will gratify uuin^r^oijtpidicauta, 
who, In the p*»t, have been led to bolleve that they uniat accept an inferior limb, or have no aid fr » m Government 

SrKOKOX-ORXKKAl/* Omen, 
Washington Citt. DO, t>ec 12, 1S83. 

8t» The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
»t»deU submitted " them for an Artiflrial Ann. having reji.irU'd •••**•*# 

lx COMPLIANCE WITH TITS RECOMMENDATION OP THK Board, WHEN A NOLDIKR MAT PKSIRK TO PrKOHA' i K ** TIIB MORI 
ELEGANT AND EXPRXelVK ARM OP PALMER,” PIKTY DOLLAR* WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT K'»R TMT SAM R. 

By order of the Acting burgeon- General. C. H CItANE, Surgeon U 8. A. 

8croeon-Gknrbal'b Opr ice, 
Washington Citt, I> C . hpt 20 1 SS 4 . 

Star — In answer to your letter of the 1st Inst., I am directed to inform yon, that the Report aud recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled lu Now York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, In not designed 
to euperaede the recommendation of the former Board, ao Par as R hoard* THK Limb* MANCPACTCRRP BT tod. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surg«>n-reueral. 

W. C. SPENCER, Assistant 8nrgcon U.8.A. 

To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL D , 744 Broadway, New York. 



The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 

The Best PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. 

The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT" ARM. FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 

Apply In pereon, or by letter, at either of the offices Address 

B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 

President American Artificial Limb Co. 



THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM COMPANY, 

OF TIIE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Oflioo, OX Codnr Stroot, Now York. 

Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 

TRUSTEES: 

GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Esq., Now York. ALANSO.V A. SUMNER. Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. E. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 

To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than twenty productive wells, and in twelv* others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-IIALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent, on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 

, JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 

No. 61 Cellar Street, New York. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

MORRIS 




COMPANY, 

COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 

% 

coiRnsriEi^ w.a.XjIL, & sts. 



Authorized Capital, • $5,000,000. 

Cash Capital, paid in,- $200,000. 

This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 



WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 

against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 

Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 



DIHEOTORS. 

JOHN D. BATE8, JOSEPH MORRISON, 

FRED. H. B HADLEE, DAN'L W. TELLER, 

EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN,* 

WILLIAM MACRAY, 6. It. DERRICK, 

BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES H1CK0X, 

B. C. MORRIS, Jm., N. 0. N 1 MS. 

B. C. MORRIS, President, 

WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 



EDWARD ROWE, 
ALBERT O. LEE, 
OEOROE MILN, 

J. C. MORRIS, 
ROB’T BOWNB, 
EZRA N YE, 
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Tbi Sanitary Commission Bulletin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation , gratuitous or other , of above 14,000 copier, it offer! an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. . 

All communication) mutt be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

At the continuance of the publication of the Bulletin is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission — the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctanoe 
to solicit subscriptions for it — and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The. Committee, understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars , remitted to the 
Treasurer) (G. T. Strong, 08 Wall street, A r ew York, or A'o. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia ,j will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 



01TB PRISONERS. — THE EXCHANGE. 

BY L. C. LEGQITT. 

Washington, Dec. 17, 1864. 

In company with seven other agents, I 
left this city on the 27th day of October, and 
in compliance with instructions, proceeded 
to Fortress Monroe, having in charge a large 
supply of sanitary stores, consisting of 
crackers, onions, pickles, tomatoes, wine, 
lemons, milk, beef, pails, slippers, towels, 
caps, handkerchiefs, stockings, tea, iantenis, 
candles, shirts, drawers, pillows, sugar, 
cheese, chocolate, &c. , &c.. which stores 
were placed on board U. A Steamer “ Cres- 
cent,” by order of Colonel Mulford, Agent 
for Exchange of Prisoners. 

On the 8th November, I sailed in tho 
“ Crescent” for Port Royal, S. C., where 
we arrived on the 13th November. 

Colonel Mulford at once proceeded to 
Venus Point, to meet Captain Hatch, and 
consummate the arrangement for the Ex- 
change, while the fleet went to Beaufort to 
obtain the requisite supply of coal. This 
detained us until the 18th, when we sailed 
from Port Royal to Venus Point, and their 
met Colonel Mulford, and a number of the 
vessels of the fleet. 

THE FLAG. 

On the 20th November, Captain Hatch 
came down the river, bringing one thousand 
Vol. L No. 30 59 



prisoners. At the sight of our flag, they 
commenced cheering, until they were forced 
to' desist from inability to raise their voices. 
Some of them, who were too feeble to 
join in cheering the old flag, testified their 
joy by tears, the only manner in which their 
excessive debility would allow them to 
manifest it. 

DESTITUTION. 

I trust I never shall have occasion to wit- 
ness such another spectacle, as these poor 
fellows presented : many of them desti- 
tute of shoes, and their feet so badly brui- 
sed and swollen, that they suffered most ex- 
cruciating pain at every step. Most of 
them had but one or two articles of clothing 
to protect them, and some of them were al- 
most entirely destitute of anything in the 
shape of a garment. Upon reaching our 
vessel, whatever old clothes and rags they 
had upon them, were thrown overboard, 
and after a thorough washing, they were each 
provided with a suit of clothes, and then a 
lentiful supply of good coffeo, meat and 
ard tack, was furnished them. After 
which, they were transferred to the vessel 
which was to bear them to a civilised conn- 
try; and as we steamed down the river, 
cheer after cheer, as hearty as their weak 
condition would permit, were given for 
Colonel Mulford and the flag. 
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We received iD all, at Venus Point, live 
thousand and five hundred prisoners. When 
we were informed that General Sherman's 
near approach to Savannah, would prevent 
the delivery of any more at that place, we 
at once sailed for Charleston Harbor, where 
the balance of the ten thousand were re- 
ceived. These last were, if possible, in a 
more destitute condition, than those re- 
ceived at Venus Point. 

One man breathed his last, while they 
were conveying him from one vessel to 
another. 

On the 12th December, the “ Crescent" 
received her compliment of passengers, con- 
sisting of sixty-eight officers, and seven 
hundred and sixty men. The highest praise 
is due to Captain Lathan, his officers, and 
the men of the “ Crescent ,” for their kind- 
ness to the officers and soldiers, and for their 
constant endeavors to alleviate their suffer- 
ings, and make them as comfortable as they 
could during their voyage to the North. 

SUPPLIES. 

The stores entrusted to our charge, were 
distributed in such a manner as circum- 
stances seemed to require, with a view to 
relieve suffering, and render these abused 
patriots as comfortable as possible, and 
their gratitude there for, was expressed by 
calling blessings upon the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and in grateful tears. 

LEFT BEHIND. 

They all speak of the sufferings and des- 
titution of their comrades who still linger 
in the rebel prisons, not having been so for- 
tunate as themselves in obtaining their re- 
lease, and beg the Sanitary Commission to 
do all in their power to alleviate their suf- 
ferings, by furnishing them with comfortable 
clothing, and other articles which they so 
much need. 

Being fully acquainted with the condition 
in which those were at the time they reached 
the flag of truce boats, we can easily realise 
what must be the situation of their more 
unfort unate comrades, who still remain in 
the power of the rebels. And what must 
be tbeir sufferings during the winter 
months? Dying by inches for want of 
nourishment and suitable clothing. 

INTEBKSTIHO LETTERS. 

BY MRS. L. O. PARRISH. 

Annapolis, Dec. 1, 1S64. i 

The steamer Constitution arrived this 
morning with seven hundred and six (706) ] 



men, one hundred and twenty-five (125) of 
whom were sent immediately to hospitals, 
V ing too ill to enjoy more than the sight 
of their “ promised land." Many indeed, 
were in a dying condition. Some had died 
a short time before the arrival of the boat. 
Those who were able, proceeded to the high 
ground above thedanding, and after being 
divided into battalions, each was conducted 
in turn to the Government, storehouse, under 
charge of Capt. Davis, who furnished each 
man with a new suit of clothes, recorded his 
name, regiment and company. They then 
passed out to another building near by, where 
warm water, soap, (pwels, brushes and combs 
awaited them. 

WRITING LETTERS. 

After their ablutions they returned to the 
open space in front of the building, to look 
around and enjoy the realities of their now 
life. Here they were furnished with paper, 
envelopes, sharpened (icneils, hymn books 
and tracts from the Sanitary Commission, 
and sat down to communicate the glad news 
of their freedom to friends at home. In 
about two hours most of the men who were 
able, had sealed their letters and deposited 
them in a large mail bag which was furn- 
ished, and soon sent on their way to hun- 
dreds of anxious kindred and friends. 

DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD JOY OF THE 

PRISONERS. 

Capt. Davis very kindly invited me to 
accompany him to another building, to 
witness the administration of the food. 
Several cauldrons containing nice coffee, 
piles of new white bread, and stands covered 
with meat, met the .eye. Three dealers 
were in attendance. The first gave to each 
soldier a loaf of bread, the second a slice of 
boiled meat, the third, dipping the new tin- 
oup from the hand of each, into the coffee 
cauldron, dealt out hot coffee ; and how it 
was all received I am unable to describe. 
The feeble ones reached out their emaciated 
hands to receive gladly, that which they 
were scarcely able to carry, and with 
brightening faces and grateful expressions 
went on their way. The stouter ones of the 
party, however, must have their jokes, aud 
such expressions as the following passed 
freely among them : “ No stockade about 
this bread,” “ This is no confederate dodge,” 
&c. One fellow, whose skin was nearly 
black from exposure, said, “ That’s more 
bread than I’ve seen for two months.” 
Another, “ That settles a man's plate." A 
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bright eyed boy of eighteen, whose young 
spirit bad not been completely crushed out 
in rebeldom, could not refrain from a hur- 
rah, and cried out, “ Hurrah for Uncle Sam, 
hurrah ! No Confederacy about this bread.” 
One poor feeble fellow, almost too faint to 
hold nis loaded plate, muttered out, “ Why, 
this looks as if we were going to live, 
there’s no grains of corn for a man to swal- 
low whole in this loaf.’’ Thus the words 
of cheer and hope came from almost every 
tongue, as they received their rations and 
walked away, each with his thank you, 
thank you ; and sat down upon the ground, 
which forcibly reminded fue of the scripture 
account where the multitude sat down in 
companies, “ and did eat and were filled.” 

oh! wait for mb. 

Ambulances came afterwards to take 
those who were unable to walk, to Camp 
Parole, which is two miles distant. One 
poor man, who was making his way behind 
all the rest to reach the ambulance, thought 
it would leave him, and with a most anx- 
ious and pitiful expression, cried out, “Oh, 
wait for me!” I think I shall never for- 
t his look of distress. When he reached 
e wagon he was too feeble to step in, 
but Captain Davis and Rev. J. A. Whitaker, 
Sanitary Commissson agent, assisted him 
till he was placed by the side of his 
companions, who were not in much better 
condition than himself. When he was 
seated he was so thankful that he wept 
like a child, and those who stood by to aid 
him could do no less. Soldiers — brave sol- 
diers, officers and all, were moved to tears. 
That must be a sad discipline which not 
only wastes the manly form till the sign of 
humanity is nearly obliterated, but breaks 
the manly spirit till it is as tender as a 
child’s. 

Dec. 6 . 1864 . 

A VISIT TO ST. JOHNS’ COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 

The St. John’s College Hospital is 
under the management of Dr. Palmer, 
surgeon-in-charge, and his executive officer, 
Dr. Tremaine. These gentlemen are worthy 
of praise for the systematic arrangement of 
its cleanly apartments, and for the very kind 
attention they bestow on tbeir seven hun- 
dred patients. I visited the hospital a day 
or two ago, and, from what I saw there, can 
assure the relatives at home that the suf- 
ferers are well provided for. If they 
could only be seen, how comfortable they 



look in their neat white spread beds, much 
pain would be spared them. One of the 
surgeons informed me that all the appliances 
are bestowed either by the government or 
the Sanitary Commission. 

ROCKING CHAIRS. 

As I passed through the different wards, 

I noticed that each one was well supplied 
with rocking chairs, and alluding to the 
great comfort they must be to the invalids, 
the surgeon replied: “Yes, this is one of 
the rich gifts made to us by the Sanitary 
Commission.” An invalid took up the 
words and remarked: “I think it’s likely 
that all about me is from the Sanitary, for 
I gee my flannel shirt, this wrapper, and 
pretty much all I’ve got on, has the stamp 
of the United States Sanitary Commission 
on it.” 

DIET KITCHEN. 

The diet kitchen is under, the care of 
Miss Rich, who, with her assistants, was 
busy preparing delicacies of various kinds 
for two hundred patients who were not able 
to go to the convalescent table. The whole 
atmosphere was filled with the odor of 
savory viands. On the stove I counted 
mutton chops, beefsteaks, oysters, chicken, 
milk, tea, and other very palatable articles 
cooking. A man stood by a table, butter- 
ing nicely toasted bread ; before him were 
eight to ten rows of the staff of life, rising 
up like pillars of strength to support the in- 
ner man. The chief cook in this depart- 
ment informed me that he buttered twelve 
hundred slices of bread, or toast, daily for 
the diet patients, and prepared eighty-six 
different dishes at each meal. While in 
conversation with this good-natured person, 
the butcher brought in a supply of meat, 
amounting, he informed me, to one hundred 
pounds per day for the so-called diet kitchen, 
though this did not sound much like it. 
Before we left this attractively clean place 
the oysterman was met emptying his cans. 
Upon inquiring how many oysters he had, 
he replied, “ Six gallons is my every day 
deposit here;” and oh! they were so inex- 
pressibly fine-looking, I could not resist rob- 
bing some poor fellow of one large bi-valve 
to ascertain their quality. Next we were 
shown the store-room, where there was a 
good supply of Sanitary stores, pads, pil- 
lows, shirts, drawers, arm-slings, stock of 
crutches, fans, and other eomforts, which, 
the doctor said, had been deposited by the 
United States Sanitary Commission agent. 
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These were useful articles that were not fur- 
nished by the governmeut. 

The executive officor having given us 
permission to find our way among the 
patients, we passed several hours most 
profitably and interestingly, conversing with 
those who had none to cheer them for 
mauy months, and writing letters for those 
who were too feeble to use the pen. When 
the day closed our labors we felt like the 
disciple of old, who said, “Master, it is good 
to be here,’’ and wished that we might set 
up our tabernacle and glorify the Lord by 
doing good to the sick, the lame, and those 
who had been in prison. 

December 8, 1864 

OUR PRISONERS FROM SAVANNAH. 

No human tongue or pen can ever de- 
scribe the horrible suffering we have wit- 
nessed this day. 

TWO HUNDRED BAD CASES. 

1 was early at the landing, 8 J o’clock in 
the morning, before the boat threw out her 
ropes for security. Tho first one brought 
two hundred bad cases, which the Naval 
surgeon told me should properly go to the 
hospital near by, were it not that others 
were coming, every one of whom was in the 
most wretched condition imaginable. They 
were, therefore, sent in ambulances to Camp 
Parole hospital, distant two miles, after be- 
ing washed and fed at the barracks. 

A DECK. LOAD OF THE DYING. 

Id a short time another boat-load drew 
near, and oh ! such a scene of suffer- 
ing humanity 1 desire never to behold 
again. The whole deck was a bed of straw 
for our exhausted, starved, emaciated, dy- 
ing fellow-creatures. Of the five hundred 
and fifty that left Savannah, the surgeon 
informed me not over two hundred would 
survive; fifty had died on the passage; three 
died while the boat was coming to the land 
of liberty. I saw five men dying as they 
were tarried on stretchers from the boat to 
the Naval Hospital. The stretcher-bearers 
were ordered by Surgeon D. Vanderkieft to 
pause a moment that the names of the dy- 
ing nn.-n might be obtained. To the credit 
of the officers and their assistants it should 
be known that everything was done in the 
most systematic and careful manner. Kach 
stretcher had four attendants, who stood in 
line and came up promptly, one after the 
other, to receive the sufferers as they were 
carried off the boat. There was no confusion, 



no noise; all acted with perfect military 
prdor. Ah ! it was a solemn funeral service 
to many a brave soldier that was thus being 
performed by kind hearts and hands. 

THE INSANE. 

Some had become insane ; their wild gaze, 
and clenched teeth convinced the observer 
that reason had fled ; others were idiotic ; 
a few lying in spasms ; perhaps the realiza- 
tion of the hope long cherished, yet oft de- 
ferred, or the welcome sound of the music, 
sent forth by the military band, was more 
than their exhausted nature could bear. 
When blankets ware thrown over them, no 
one would have supposed that a human 
form lay beneath, save for the small pro- 
minence which the bony head and feet in- 
dicated. Oh ! God of justice, what retribu- 
tion awaits the perpetrators of such slow and 
awful murder. 

VERMIN AND DISEASE. 

The hair of some was matted together, 
like beasts of the stall which lie down in 
their own filth. Vermin are over them 
in abundance. Nearly every man was 
darkened by scurvy, or black with rough 
scales, and with scorbutic sores. One in 
particular was reduced to the merest skele- 
ton ; his face, neck, and feet covered with 
thick, green mould. A number who had 
Government clothes given them on the boat 
were too feeble to put them on, and were 
carried ashore partially dressed, hugging 
their clothing with a death-grasp that they 
could not be persuaded to yield. It was 
not un frequent to hear a man feebly call, as 
he was laid on a stretcher, “ Don’t take my 
clothes ;” “ Oh, save my new shoes ; ’ 
“ Don't let my socks go back to Anderson- 
ville.” In their wild death-struggle, with 
bony arms and hands extended, they would 
hold up their new socks, that could not be 
put on because of their swollen limbs, say- 
ing, “ Save ’em till I get home.’’ In a little 
while, however, the souls of many were re- 
leased from their worn-out frames and borne 
to that higher home where all things are 
registered for a great day of account. 

AN APPEAL TO CHARITY. 

Let our friends at home have open purses 
and willing hands to keep up the supplies 
for the great demand that must necessarily 
be made upon them. Much more must yet 
be done. 

Thousands now languish iu Southern 
| prisons, that may yet be brought thus far 



The Sanitary Committion Bulletin. 



933 



toward home. Let every Aid society be more 
diligent, that the stores of the Sanitary 
Commission may not fail in this great 
work. 

TOWELS, COMBS, ETC. 

The government does not supply towels 
and combs to the soldiers. On their arri- 
val the agents of the Commission are ready 
with a stock of these very useful and muon 
needed articles, giving them freely to each 
man. Fourteen hundred towels were given 
out one morning, and the recipients, who 
had not seen such things for a long time, and 
who needed them much, made merry over 
them indeed. One said, “ I do believe if it 
wasn't for the Sanitary, we would never 
have got out of the Confederacy. I do be- 
lieve they have interceded for us.” 



YBOlt ONE COMPETENT TO JUDGE. 

The Rev. B. T. Phillips, Chaplain U.S.A. 
General Hospital at Annapolis Junction — 
whose ability, spirituality, and untiring 
zeal in his noble work have won for him 
golden opinions both from his old friends 
and from the officers and men with whom 
he has long been associated — in a letter ad- 
dressed to Rev. J. A. Whitaker, for many 
months our agent at Annapolis, speaks so 
frankly and advisedly of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, that we cannot refrain from ex- 
tracting as follows : — 

U. S. A. Gksbhai. Hospital, 1 
Asnapolis, Dee. 15, 18K4. / 

Rev. and Dear Brother : — The duties 
incidental to the recent large arrival of 
paroled prisoners at this hospital from 
Andersonville and other prisons of Georgia, 
have prevented me from making an earlier 
expression of my sentiments towards you, 
and my feelings at your leaving Annapolis 
for your new sphere of labor in behalf of 
the Sanitary Commission. * * * 

Of the great and good work of the Sani- 
tary Commission I would like to say some- 
thing, but I hardly know how to speak of it 
without using terms, which, while to me they 
seem to fall far below what truth and justice 
demand, may to those unacquainted with or 
experienced in its practical workings, seem 
exaggerations. But the tact is, it cannot 
be exaggerated, and language is inadequate. 
Following the soldier as it does from his 
enlistment to his discharge, whether that be 



i to his family or his long home, its kind and 
| judicious and prompt help is ever at hand, 
oftentimes unconsciously to himself, but 
I shedding its gentle influence and ministra- 
tions of mercy as nothing else does or can. 
And all this with an economy and protec- 
j tion against imposition, that is rarely found 
in even our best benevolent enterprises. 

! 1 speak advisedly when I say that in these 
regards it may safely challenge comparison 
: with any institution of the kind with which 
I am acquainted. I know whereof I speak, 

• having carefully examined into its mode of 
operation, and having had much personal 
experience of its practical working since its 
very • commencement, in my regiment, in 
temporary hospital, on many a battle-field, 
and in general hospitals. In all that ex- 
perience of nearly four years, I have had 
increasing reasons for believing not only 
that no other organization can compare with 
this noble pioneer in the work of humanity 
it has undertaken, but also to admire the 
thorough business manner in which it has 
been conducted, the wisdom which has been 
displayed by its managers, and their good 
judgment in the selection of the agents, to 
whom has been entrusted the disposing of 
the charity which the people have put into 
their hands. Their policy to employ the 
beet agents, and retain them as they be- 
come experienced, as well as their good 
fortune in these regards, have had just such 
results as might have been expected; they 
have been served faithfully, and the soldier 
has reaped the benefit, while the loyal 
people of the land have shown their appre- 
j eiation by their liberal gifts. They feel 
they can confide in it, and that by no other 
agency can they so directly and beneficently 
relieve the suffering soldier, or in case of 
his death, help his needy family. 

But I find I must stop, leaving unsaid 
what, my heart prompts me to utter, but 
which I have not the lime nor space to say. 

RY E. C. GUILES. 

Axsapolis, Md., Dee. 17, 1864. 

| Since my arrival at this place, I have oc- 
I enpied myself in obtaining the requisite in- 
formation, and answering letters of inquiry, 
received at this office. These letters have 
been numerous, and often of a most affect- 
ing character. Appeals from mothers and 
wives, beseeching us to use every effort to 
get some intelligence for them, from those 
recently returned from imprisonment at the 
South — of their dear ones — last heard from, 
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it may be, six months or a year ago ; short 
manly notes from fathers or brothers, ask- 
ing us whether such or such a name was to 
be found among the list of paroled prison- 
ers. Requests such as these, could not fail to 
command our immediate and earnest atten- 
tion — promptness and thoroughness of in- 
vestigation, however, it has been impossi- 
ble to combine. 

Twice have the flag of truce boats recom- 
menced their trips; they have come with 
such frequency and brought such large 
numbers — one thousand or fifteen hundred, 
sometimes in a day — that the list of names 
has been in constant use by the military 
authorities, and could not be at once refer- 
red to. Every facility, however, has been 
afforded us, and in many instances, we have 
had the pleasure of communicating to the 
anxious once at home, the news, that he 
whom they had inquired for, was left be- 
hind, in good health, by his comrades. In 
other cases, we have been obliged to convey 
the sad intelligence, that the person in- 
quired after, had died in captivity. But, 
in such instances, we could almost feci 
glad of having something definite to reply : 
it was so much harder to be compelled 
to say, as in the other cases we have 
been, that no information could be obtained. 
In these cases, however, a careful list of the 
names has been kept, that no opportunity 
may be lost, as the boats continue to arrive, 
of giving what intelligence we can. 

I have occupied myself in assisting at 
the distribution of the articles to the men. 
Liberal as the provision made by the Gov- 
ernment is, there are certain articles of 
universal necessity, which they do not sup- 
ply. Here it has been our pleasure, as well 
as our duty, to furnish, as far as tbe stores 
at our disposal would allow, to every man. 

The first wish of the paroled prisoner, 
finding himself at liberty, is to communicate 
with borne. It is our aim, therefore, as 
soon as may be, after the arrival of each 
boat, to furnish each man with paper, en- 
velope and pencil. These are meat glady 
welcomed and put in use. The next desire 
of the men, is to carry out more fully the 
work already begun, of cleansing themselves 
from the dirt, and freeing themselves from 
the vermin incident to the terrible life 
they have been leading. We take them, 
when mustered into line for dinner, and is- 
sue a towel and a comb to every man. 
These are most gratefully received. The 
only words of complaint which have reach- 



ed my ears here been owing to the great 
earnestness of the men to get thoroughly 
cleaned. Our stock of fine-tooth combe 
being small and speedily exhausted, caused 
a good deal of disappointment. However, 
we supplied them with a comb of some sort, 
and the change in their appearance, after re- 
ceiving a suit of clothes from Government, 
and facilities for making themselves clean, 
is very remarkable. We have issued also to 
each man, a skein of thread and needle. 

I have also had the honor to assist from 
time to time in the duties of the office. I 
have been greatly interested in the ex- 
periences of the officers who have begun to 
arrive on the later boats. Not entitled to 
clothing from Government like enlisted 
men, they have come to the office clad 
in the ragged and dirty garments, which 
have been their only defence from the cold 
in their prison life, to see what we could do 
for them. Underclothing has been issued 
readily, but outer garments not being inclu- 
ded in our stock on hand, it has been im- 
possible for us to supply. But it has been 
very impressive to observe the manly and 
simple dignity of these men, in tattered 
clothes. With long untrimmed hair and 
beard, with feeble tottering gait, there was 
yet to be seen, the noble spirit unquenched, 
the true man coming out purer, with more 
tried patience, with more calm power from 
the furnace of affliction — the fiery torment 
of the terrible experience. 

The frank, straightforward gratitude with 
which they accepted the little favors we 
were able to do them, was very touching. 
It is a thing to be very thankful for, and 
from which to take hope for the future, 
that such men have been spared to the 
nation. 

I have busied myself as opportunity 
offered, in observing whatever was going on 
in connection with the men, now at this 
post, that I might obtain such a knowledge 
of the general condition of affairs, as weuld 
enable me more efficiently to serve tho 
Sanitary Commission. 

I have several times witnessed the im- 
pressive scene presented by a funeral in the 
Naval School yard, preceded by the band, 
and escorted by a guard of men under 
arms. 

The long file of wagons moved slowly up 
and took their positions in front of the 
Chapel. On the stops stood the chaplains 
of the Naval School Hospital, and the 
Officers Hospital, and delegates of the Chris- 
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tian Commission, with some of the ladies 
connected with the hospital, and all around 
were gathered such of the men as were 
able to be about. A hymn was sung by 
the ladies, with some of the members 
of the band An address was made by 
a delegate of the Christian Commission. 
The list of the dead (forty-four names) 
was read, prayer was offered by the chap- 
lains, the solemn notes of the band were 
heard again, and the line of wagons passed 
on, each draped with the American flag, 
to .the Cemetery, a mile or two out of 
town. The large number of the dead 
commemorated in a single service ; the ab- 
sence of any near personal friends ; the 
presence within the curtains of the neigh- 
boring tents of so many hundreds, who may 
soon be borne out to be placed by the side 
of them ; the thought of the long suffering 
through which they have passed, and of the 
blessed rest they had found, made the scene 
one long to be remembered. 

I hare also had the pleasure of attending 
the prayer meetings, held two evenings in 
the week at the Chapel. They were ex- 
ceedingly interesting occasions. Most of 
the men who took part in the exercises 
were young men, and their testimony was 
clear and strong to the power of faith, to 
maintain the soul through the moat fearful 
trials hnd temptations. They had found 
Christ to be their strength and comfort in 
their time of adversity, and looked forward 
with joy to devoting themselves to his ser- 
vice in the brighter days which were now 
in store for them amid the prevnling sad- 
ness from present suffering and distressing 
recollections; these hours of prayer and 
thanksgiving, of glorying in God, and re- 
joicing in the Is>rd Jesus Christ, are times 
of true repentance. 

THE SOLDIER'S FUNERAL HYMN. 

BY HRS. J. W. LARK. 

We weep, to-clajr, the fallen brave, 

Now sleeping in their distant grave, 

Our stricken hearts in anguish mourn. 

For loved ones who will ne'er return. 

The soldier’s calm, untroubled sleep, 

Where Heaven’s pure dews alone may weep ; 
Nor clash of arms, nor trampling feet. 

Can reach them in their safe retreat. 

We saw not the ensanguined fray, 

Where the red life-stream ebbed away, 

Nor watched the dauntless spirit’s flight, 

As life’s fair sun went down in night. 

We saw not Death’s gray shadows lie 
On the damp brow and glazing eje, 

Before us still they seem to move, 

All health and brightness, life and love* 



Thou Sovereign Ruler of the skies. 

Accept this costly sacrifloe, 

And teach our aching hearts to reet ; 

Resigned and hopeful, on thy breast. 

And when fair Freedom’s banner waves. 

In triumph over these honored graves, 

To them each freeman’s love shall raise, 

A hero’s monument of praise. 

East Bethabt, December 5, 1564. 

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. 

BY J. WARNER JOHNSON, 
scrsiurrasDBKT op nu.D aausr. 

Dtt . 14, 1864. 

Thinking that the readers of the Sani- 
tary Bulletin, might feel some interest 
in following the movements of their agents 
during the recent raid under General War- 
ren, and in learning somewhat of the life 
we lead, I propose to give you a sketch of 
our movements. The ordinary quiet of 
camp life, was broken about sunset on Tues- 
day. the (5th inst., by orders for the Fifth 
Corps, and the third division of the Second 
Corps, to be ready to move at day-break the 
following morning, with six days rations, 
and suit ! le ammunition. 

The supply trains, ambulances, and am- 
munition wagons, were limited in number, 
and every order indicated that a rapid but 
not very extended move was to be made. 

RATTLE KUPPLIEB. 

Before dark, u wagon was filled with our 
battle supply, for each of these Corps. 
Woolen shirts, drawers and socks, condensed 
milk, whiskey and brandy for milk punoh, 
beef stock, soft crackers, farina and corn 
starch, rags, bandages, blankets, handker- 
chiefs and towels, and such articles as arc 
most needed after a battle, constituted 
our stores on this occasion. Some tea, 
sugar, soft crackers, and a few cans of apple 
sauce, were added for our mess ; time not 
permitting us to prepare suitable substan- 
tial food, we relied upon our friends for 
beef and bread, as occasion required, and 
never in vain. 

MOVING. 

By daylight of the morning of the 7th 
Dec., we were ready to move, Mr. Barton 
taking charge of the 5th Corps supplies, 
leaving his associate in charge of the Sta- 
tion, while Mr. Holbrook, accompanied by 
Uncle John (Vassar.) and the writer, went 
with the wagon of the Second Corps. Each 
agent in charge, was provided with a saddle 
horse, and in the wagon was forage enough 
| for six days. Scarcely had we left camp, 
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before the promise of the early morning 
was realized, by a heavy rain storm, which 
lasted till noon, and made our gum blan- 
kets of the greatest value. By the end of 
the day, the sun broke out bright and warm, | 
making every one cheerful and inspirited ; 
the moon afterwards added her mild light , 
to guide us on our way to camp by nine 
o’clock. 

MIDNIGHT SHOWER. 

We were roused from comfortable sleep 
abont midnight, by a heavy shower, which 
coming upon us suddenly, as we lay upon 
the plain without shelter, (our tent having 
been forgotten,) soaked both beds and oc- 
cupants before we succeeded in getting into 
or under the wagon. When the heaviest 
of the shower had passed, wc made a fire, 
and gathered around it till day-break, 
drying our clothes, and comforting the in- 
ner-man with tea and crackers. By that time, 
the column was again on the move, and 
falling into position in the rear of the hos- 
pital wagons, our team began the duty of 
the day. 

UNCERTAINTY. 

Laughable conjectures as to our desti- j 
nation, beguiled the slow and tedious march 
of our little army. They varied as much 
as the minds of their originators, and ex- 
tended from a reconnoissanec toward the 
South Side road to a union with General 
Sherman’s forces in Georgia. It was not 
clear however, that our six days rations 
would last quite long enough for a trip into 
South Carolina, or, that our little army 
could subsist itself upon the enemy, ou so 
long a march. 

SUSSEX 00. 

Our road lead us through Sussex C. H., | 
a village of some pretentions, on the map. 
but owning only three or four houses, con- 
spicious among which, is the Court House 
of brick, standing a short distance back 
from the road. The general appearance of 
this country indicates exhaustion. The 
soil under good cultivation and proper re- 
turns will be productive, but the large farms 
and bad system pursued, has reduced it ; 
so much, that no evidences exist of fair 
crops being harvested. Fields of cotton 
are quite frequent. Some have been picked; 
a few still carry their small crop. 

CONTRABANDS. 

Groups of contrabands met us occasion- 
ally, giving active exercise to the humane 



feelings of those in sympathy with them, 
by their appeals for aid. Children of all 
ages, and the infirm, through their leaders, 
asked for transportation ; but a difficulty 
arose in getting it, from all the wagons still 
being loaded, and from the fact that we were 
going from home with limited rations for 
the troops. 

Few, if any of these parties, were how- 
ever, left behind our column. Could any 
advocate of the Divine Institution have wit- 
nessed the meeting of these poor creatures 
with their friends by the road side, and have 
seen the exhibitions of delight with which 
they welcomed each accession to the ranks 
of those, who loved freedom better than 
slavery, he would have learned alessoD never 
to be forgotten. 

WELDON RAIL ROAD. 

About noon of Thursday, wc came in 
sight of a railroad bridge over the Notto- 
way river, which the cavalry had fired a 
short time before. Here the object of the 
move was developed. Before us was the 
Weldon Railroad, in operation toward Peters- 
burg as far as Stony creek, where wagons 
were used to carry supplies across the Dan- 
ville road or around the Army of Potomac 
to Petersburg. 

DESTRUCTION OF THE ROAD. 

The line of road was at once occupied 
by the troops, and for thirty-sii hours 
almost the entire force bent its beat 
efforts to its destruction. Many willing 
hands make short work with such a duty. 
Strong arms arc used, and many men ap- 
ply themselves to the task. The rails and 
ties are lifted on one side, and thrown over 
into one long line. 

The tics when torn from the rails, are 
piled up, and the latter are laid across them 
and covered with light wood, so that when 
the fire has reached its fiercest power, and 
the iron has become softened by heat, the 
weight of the ends, bends the rails to the 
ground, and utterly ruins them for present 
use. Twenty miles of such devastation, 
was accomplished without opposition, and 
the Weldon road to the Meheria river, 
ceased to exist. Rebels in Richmond, have 
but one line of rail, the single track 
road to Danville, by which to carry troops 
and supplies, lrom the Southern States. 

HALT AT NIGHT. 

Our halt took place about sunset, the 
weather growing colder, and giving indica- 
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tions of snow. The first duty on reaching 
camp, is to get a supply of soft dry wood for 
the night, and water for supper. Instinct 
seems to guide the soldier to the nearest 
spot where eithor can be obtained, and fen- 
ces of all kind disappear with wonderful 
rapidity, before the host of claimants, who 
throng after them. A fire is quickly start- 
ed; the coffee soon boils over the hot coals; 
the slice of beef or pork is soon fried ; and 
a gum blanket spread upon the ground, 
furnishes a table, around which, appetites 
sharpened by a fast since daybreak, are 
gathered for the frugal meal. 

Should the ground prove very rough, a 
few strokes of the shovel will level it to re- 
ceive the blankets upon which we lie. If 
it rains, a gum cover over our blankets, is 
our protection from the storm of a winter’s 
night, and fortunate arc those whose slum- 
bers arc undisturbed by the discovery that 
they obstruct the flow of a young river on 
its oceanward course. 

START AT DAY-BRKAK. 

Daybreak finds the column on the march, 
and detained only by the labor of destroy- j 
ing the railroad, we go forward to the Me- 
hcria River, about twenty miles from 
Weldon. Here a skirmish between our 
cavalry and the rebel forces on the other 
side of the river, caposes the defences 
thrown up to prevent our crossing. Enough 
of the road has been tom up to prevent its 
use for weeks. The passage of the stream 
would involve considerable loss, with no 
other benefit, than the opportunity of de- 
stroying a few miles of the road beyond, 
and as the weather was getting colder and 
wetter, and the roads more difficult for the 
trains, it was decided to retire. Half an 
inch of sleet and snow covered the coun- 
try and the sleepers in the array, wheu the 
bugle calls roused the latter for the march. 
The troops had hard work in store for them. 
Deep mud and half frozen water cover the 
roads, and constant thawing brought such 
showers from the forests, that little comfort 
was found during the day on the march, or 
during our halts. 

IN TUB MUD. 

Just after dark, our wagon was driven 
into a mud hole, from which the tired 
horses were unable to draw it. The trains 
all passed on, the last of the infantry 
were around us, the cavalry but a short 
distance in the rear, and as it became an in- 
teresting question how we were to save our [ 



supplies, a sudden attack by the rebel cav- 
alry, which penetrated between us and the 
rear guard, within half a mile, seemed to 
make a speedy decision, a matter of neces- 
sity. Fortunately, a few volleys sent the 
chivalry to the right about, and we again 
had an interval of quiet. 

The efforts of the soldiers, loaned for the • 
purpose, failed to release our wagon from its 
muddy bed, and it became necessary to part 
with a portion of the contents. This was 
done in a very short time, and in such a 
way as secured a proper application of our 
supplies, and with lightened load, we reach- 
ed the head-quarters of a brigade, were we 
were kindly eared for during the night. A 
short distance from camp next morning, 
was sufficient to show that we were requi- 
red to further reduce the weight of our sup- 
plies, and to make it necessary to obtain a 
driver more competent to manage our team. 
The kindness of the ambulance officer of 
the Third Division Second Corps, enabled 
us to bring off our wagon and tefini of fine 
horses, ana we had the satisfaction of know- 
ing that our distribution of stores was 
made to those who had means und disposi- 
tion to place them in proper hands. 

GUERILLAS. 

Some unfortunate stragglers from the 
column of troops, on our march down were 
captured by the guerillas, and after being 
murdered and beaten till they were dis- 
figured, were stripped of their clothing and 
left on the road side. Such atrocity could 
not go unpunished. The General in com- 
mand, (Warren,) issued orders at once, 
which will teach an useful lesson to those 
who disregard all the ordinary rules of 
civilized warfare, and render retributive 
justice a stern necessity. 

MOONLIGHT MARCH. 

A moonlit march until late in the eve- 
ning, brought us to camp. A very cold 
wind drove us to shelter in a wood, where, 
after kindling a large fire, we wero soon 
sound asleep and dreaming of home. The 
morning of our last day’s march, found us 
off at sunrise. The ground was frozen 
very hard, and a high wind from the 
north-west whistled across the country. 
Home was however before us all; a few 
hours would bring us to the comparative 
comforts of our former camps, and every 
one feeling cheered by hope, and brightened 
by the brilliancy of the morning, was eager 
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to make a rapid and final march to what we 
were all glad to call, our winter quarters. 

From noon till night, the troops in a con- 
tinuous line, marched into the lines, and 
thus ended this memorable raid down the 
Weldon Railroad. 



LETTER FROM CITY P0I1CT. 

T. C. P. 

It has long been the boast of all rival 
relief societies, that they possessed the 
advantage of direct and personal contact 
with the men ; and it is a lamentable 
fact, that people at home overlook to a 
great extent, the operations of the Sanitary 
Commission in this respect. We do com- 
municate personally with the sufferers. 
To make this statement more forcible, 
1 will endeavor to sketch the working 
of the 

A. X. C. 

What volumes are contained in these three 
symbolystic characters. The “ God bless 
ou’s” of men made happy by a gift from 
ome ; the tears of gratitude for some sim- 
ple act of kindness ; the resurrections from 
fiith and despondency into cleanliness and 
hope. 

These three letters mean the “ Auxiliary 
Relief Corps.” They were instituted by 
the founder of the Corps, Mr. Frank B. 
Fay, of Massachusetts, and will long be 
held as mementos of an experience, at once 
pleasant and profitable. 

We, of the Corps, number about thirty- 
five men, and from three to six of us, are 
connected with each hospital at this point. 
We have a storehouse in each hospital, re- 
ceiving our supplies from a central or 
general storehouse at City Point. The 
hospitals are divided into wards, and each 
agent has an assigned ward, to the men of 
which he gives out his goods. This is the 
practical working of the Corps in their 
stations. In ease of a battle, men are im- 
mediately selected from our number, and 
sent to the field with supplies of stimulants, 
good wholesome eatables, and good warm 
clothing. Oh, I shall never forget, when 
onoe I was among the number called to go to 
Deep Bottom, just after a battle in Butler’s 
lines. The surgeons were almost all occu- 
pied with the amputating tables, — three in 
number, and the minor cases were left 
mostly to the care of some members of the 
Christian Commission and ourselves. For 
two days and two nights, the men came 



pouring in, and as fast as they were ex- 
amined and attended to, put on board the 
hospital boats, to be shipped to the regular 
stations. And I think that I can safely 
say, that not a man went from the battle- 
field to the boat, without passing through 
our hands. The working, in detail, would 
occupy more space and time, than we can 
afford : it is nearly as various, both in char- 
acter and effect, as the men with whom we 
come in contact. One cannot appreciate it 
though, without having personal connec- 
tion with it. 

MEETING OE AGENTS HON. E. B. FAY 

A meeting of the Auxiliary Relief Corps, 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, was held 
on Monday evening, December 19, at the 
Ninth Corps Depot Hospital, for the pur- 
pose of listening to the parting address of 
its Superintendent, the Hon. Frank B. Fay, 
of Chelsea, Mass. 

Mr. Fay haring been connected with 
this part of the Commission’s work from 
its origin, the parting was filled with rem- 
innisences of the many sad and sacred 
scenes through which the Corps had passed. 

The following preamble and resolutions 
were presented, and unanimously adopted, 
as expressing the sentiments of the Corps, 
towards its founder and friend, to whom the 
cause owes so nuch. 

Whereat, The Hon. Frank B. Fay, Su- 
perintendent of the Auxiliary Relief Corps 
of the II. S. Sanitary Commission, is re- 
tiring to his home, at the close of a long 
and arduous period of service in the field, 
with the expectation of being separated for 
a time from the Corps, with which he has 
been identified since its inception. 

Risolecil, That the Corps of Relief 
Agents, take this opportunity of expressing 
to Mr. Fay, the high appreciation of his 
services, and of the self-sacrificing spirit 
which, ever since the beginning of the war, 
has led him to enlist in the work of minis- 
tering to our sick and wounded heroes. 

Rrtolved, That a copy of these proceed- 
ings be forwarded to the Executive Com- 
mittee in New York, and to the Sanitary 
Commission Bulletin, in Philadelphia, 
for publication. 

THE SOLDIER'S FRIEND ! 

is the title of a charming little book, pre- 
pared by one of the noble women of our 
land, who has shown herself, by various 
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work* of love, to be truly devoted to tho 
soldier’* temporal and eternal welfare. It 
is published by the United States Sanitary 
Commission, to meet a most pressing neces- 
sity of the men of our army and navy. To 
those who see it, not one word of explana- 
tion or commendation is needed, bnt would 
call the attention of those who have not yet 
seen it to some of its features. 

1. Calender. 

2. Pay tablo for non-commissioned officers 
and privates in U. S. army. 

3. An address “ to our soldiers and 
sailors,” which will bo read with deep in- 
terest by “ the million,” both citizen and 
soldier. 

The address give* in a concise form tho 
“ principles of tne Commission,” “ its rela- 
tion to the government,” “ its means,” and 
“ plan calls the especial attention of 
soldiers in hospitals to the design and work 
of the Conmmission in respect to their wants 
while sick and wounded; gives a list of 
*• depots r.f collection and distribution of 
supplies, ” together with information re- 
specting “letters” and hospital visitors. 

Another general feature of the address is 
a most satisfactory account of the special 
relief work of the Commission, respecting 
which there is an astonishing want of in- 
formation on the part of those most deeply 
interested. Ten special features of this re- 
lief work are presented. Prominently 
among the rest are those which refer to the 
securing of back pay, bounty, pensions, Ac., 
for discharged soldiers, free of charge ; and 
to pay the same attention to sick and 
wounded in hospitals, whose cases have 
been overlooked in the regular payments. 
It is also to assist in the same way the 
families of prisoners. 

Next comes a full list of the Sanitary 
Commission homes and lodges, located at 
different points, where lodging, meals, 
counsel, Ac., are given free of charge ; also 
of the homes for wives, mothers, Ac., of 
soldiers, who may be called to visit the hos- 
pitals at Washington, Alexandria, and 
Annrpolis. An account of monthly pay, 
transportation, subsistence, clothing, &c., of 
discharged soldiers and those on furlough. 
A more particular account of “ claim 
agencies ” closes this part of the address. 
Seven warnings to soldiers will be duly ap- 
preciated by many who will escape from 
snares in which they would have been 
caught, were not their attention arrested by 
these suggestions. With advice respecting 



the method of obtaining artificial limbs, the 
address proper closes. The account of 
“aid societies,” “alert clubs,” Ac., conclu- 
des this part of the little “ Friend.” 

The second part of the work is made up 
of beautiful hymns, selected from various col- 
lections, miscellaneous and patriotic pieces, 
which will be read, sung, and enjoyed 
while the war lasts; and long after the war 
is over the “ Friend” will be remembered 
with gratitude. The volume closes with the 
Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, 
and a few appropriate Psalms. 

The work itself reflects great credit 
upon the head and heart of the compiler, 
more than could be indicated by any 
complimentary words that might here be 
written. The book, which is just the size 
for the breast pocket, is gratuitously dis- 
tributed among the men of the army and 
navy. In addition to the number so circu- 
lated, it is proposed to supply the “ Aid 
Societies,” auxiliary to the Sanitary Com- 
mission, with the number of copies they 
may be able to sell, and have the proceeds 
of such sales appropriated to replenish their 
various treasuries. Here is a field of use- 
fulness for all the “ societies,” “ alert clubs,” 
Ac. The information is as valuable to the 
“ loved ones at home” as to the absent 
brave. Shall not every loyal family be 
supplied with one at least ? Shall not half 
a million be distributed this winter? a. c. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to each 
Branch, and orders received at the office of 
the Bulletin, will be promptly attended to. 
We can cheerfully endorse all that is said 
above by the reviewer. 

LETTISH FROM NATHANIEL BEAVER, Ir. 

Washington, Dec. 20, 1864. 

As my connection with the Sanitary Com- 
mission has now drawn to a close. I beg 
leave to submit the following condensed 
report of my labors. 

Arriving in Washington, in September, 
during your absence East, I was temporarily 
assigned to hospital visiting. 

Accompanied by Mr. Holt, I made the 
tour of nearly all the hospitals in the vici- 
nity of Washington, including those at 
Alexandria. Having thus acquired some 
idea of the vastness of our work, and of 
the needs of the hospitals, I was especially 
assigned to Finley and Campbell Hospitals, 
as regular visitor. This duty I performed 
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to the best of my ability, until the early 
part of October, when at my request, I was 
assigned by yourself to Winchester. Arri- 
ving at that place October 6, I was ap- 
pointed by Col. Muhleeh, “ Superintending 
Hospital Visitor.” What my duties were 
in that capacity, I have already enumerated 
in my report, published in a former num- 
ber of the Bulletin. How, from this 
work, I became transferred to the office, it 
would bo difficult to tell. The battle of 
Cedar Creek found me agent in charge. 
Fortunately, Col. Muhleeh, who had been 
absent for some days, was with us at tha) 
time. Our stock was good, our corps of 
agents large; not too large however. In 
the evenings, from the 20th to the 23d, 
when the wounded came in by hundreds, 
wc were compelled to call upon members of 
the Massachusetts 37th, then doing guard 
duty at Winchester, for assistance. Noble 
fellows ! they worked with us several eve- 
nings, into the midnight hours, deeming it 
a privilege to help their wounded fellow 
soldiers. Many too of the nurses and as- 
sistants at the Sixth Corps Hospital, ren- 
dered us valuable service, At Sheridan 
Hospital, Mr. Corbin was warmly seconded 
by numbers of the Christian Commission. 
Our tent on the ground, at this time, proved 
invaluable, and for a time, Christian and 
Sanitary Commissions became a partnership 
for the distribution of the stock there col- 
lected. I cannot let this opportunity pass, 
without expressing my approval and grati- 
tude, for the manner in which Mr. Corbin 
performed his duty, on this, and other oc- 
casions. Two years a soldier, and several 
months a hospital steward, he was eminent- 
ly fitted to fill this place, and that he was 
wise as well as faithful, the united testi- 
mony of patients, surgeons, officials, and 
visitors proves. Now, after a residence of 
over two months in the Shenandoah Valley, 
I am once more in Washington, and about 
to bid farewell to the Sanitary Commission. 
The position of responsibility which I have 
occupied for most of that time, has not 
been without its trials and anxieties, but on 
the whole, my brief experience has been a 
very happy one. I early found, that the 
great question to be decided in the stew- 
ardship of the bounties of the loyal North, 
was “ hoic not to do it." At least, one-half 
the applications made for individual relief, 
are by undeserving persons, and it requires 
a combination of shrewdness and benevo- 
lence, rarely found in human bosoms, to 



detect the incorrigible “bummers” and 
“ dead beats,” and still to avoid turning 
way the deserving. Our work in the val- 
ley is for the present about completed. 
Sheridan Field Hospital rejoices in warm 
bedding, home-made quilts, and cheerful 
tent chimneys. The city hospitals are even 
more fortunate. Meanwhile, the patients 
are being transferred to the rear. But, 
even with these- facts, I say farewell with 
many regrets ; regrets, which would become 
the prickings of a guilty conscience, were 
it not for the fact that I leave in my place, 
an old tried friend, the Rev. Geo. Batchelor, 
to whose care and good judgment, I feel 
that I could resign every interest, with a 
certainty that it would be watched over 
with the fidelity of a brother and a Chris- 
tun. 

THREE MONTHS IN THE V. 8 SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

NO. V. — STILL AT WHITE HOUSE, VA- 

All through the night of June 3, and 
all day of the 4th, the rain came steadily 
down, the atmosphere was chilly, and those 
who could spare time for reflection, allowed 
the whole circumstances which were crowd- 
ed into that day, to be entirely unfavorable 
to health or comfort. The wounded were 
brought in by thousands, throughout all day 
of the 4th and 5th; the mode of transit 
being the same as that spoken of in relation 
to the wounded at Port Royal, Va. A por- 
tion of my diary for June 4, reads as fol- 
lows : — Rained all night, raining still ; 8000 
wounded said to be on the way in those 
dreadful army wagons. Oh, it is terrible 
to think of the suffering of our poor sol- 
diers, as they arc jolted over those corduroy 
roads to this spot. I have often sighed 
over their sufferings on the battle field ; 
hereafter I shall sigh us I think of their 
sufferings while being brought to the base 
of supplies. Several of our agents were 
already at the front helping the wounded 
and dying on the field ; and it was thought, 
if a stronger force were sent there, many a 
valuable life might be saved by the appli- 
cation of a little good nursing, and feeding, 
before the horrid journey was commenced ; 
but how to spare the men was the question. 
Over one hundred agents were at work, but 
two hundred could not perform the work of 
feeding and dressing those who greatly 
needed attention. It happened at almost 
every ambulance, that some poor wounded 
one would ask, “ When is the doctor coming ? 
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Can you not dress my wound?" In their 
eagerness to have their wounds dressed, 
they would, to excite the agents, sympathy 
and assistance, uncover the gaping lace- 
rations, and reveal them filled with dis- 
gusting life; at such times, every person 
who approached them, was addressed as 
“ Doctor.” With such piteous, urgent ap- 
peals, and such necessities staring them in 
the face, it could not be otherwise than that 
the Relief Corps, should return to their 
resting places, always at or near the mid- 
night hour. On the boat, the feeding was 
continuous from G a.m., until midnight. I 
have said the issues of supplies on the 3d 
of June, exceeded any thing ever know in 
the history of the Commission, which was 
true ; yet the daily issues of the 4th and 5th, 
by far exceeded those of the 8d. The 
chief storekeeper estimated the value of the 
issues on those three days, as closely ap- 
proximating one hundred thousand dollars. 
J une 5, the cry still came for more help, 



more supplies, more nurses; every body 
strained their nerves to accomplish more. 
Our boats were being filled with special 
cases of wounded ones ; among whom was 
Colonel Winslow, a son of the lamented Dr. 
Winslow, so loDg and so favorably known 
in connection with the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission. He was brought from the front, 
to the boat, by his father, whose tenderness 
for his child, equalled that of a mother’s. 
It was the afternoon of that day, before I 
even suspected it was the Sabbath day. I 
could, in part, realize what Sunday must be 
in the army, especially were men had hard 
daily duties to perform. In the absence of 
a majority of the Corps, a few of the rest- 
ing ones joined with me in a meeting of 
prayer and praise. On this day, wagons 
loaded with necessaries and delicacies, at- 
tended by a number of our best men, start- 
ed for the front, for the purpose already in- 
dicated. The action was well timed, for it 
found and helped men who had been wait- 
ing for succor, just where they fell; and re- 
plenished the depleted supply tent of the 
Commission’s Agents. On Monday, the 
steamer James Guy, Captain Parkhurst, 
commanding, started for Washington, for 
supplies and nurses, having on board Dr. 
Winslow, his wounded son, and a favorite 
horse. I have omitted to state, that during 
our stay at this point, the roar of cannon, 
and crash of small arms, were almost in- 
cessant, and they acted upon our agents as 
a spur to a willing, but jaded animal. The 



requisition for supplies for the front, was so 
urgent, that another lot of wagons were 
loaded up and sent, but we could not possi- 
bly spare more Relief Agents. Mr. Hol- 
stein reported the burial of 21 men this 
day, but this number was only a fraction of 
those who died. All coming under the 
supervision of the Sanitary Commission, 
were buried as Christians ; the burial ser- 
vice of the Kpiscopal Church, being read 
over their remains. Each occupied a sepa- 
rate grave, which was properly marked. 
The effects of each deceased soldier, were 
taken in charge, even to a broken comb, 
and their friends written to on the same 
day, announcing his death, with every 
particular which would be of interest for 
them to know. On Wednesday, June 8, 
twenty fresh men, (nurses,) arrived from 
Washington. 

My diary of this day, says : “ A fine 
cool day. There is some talk of a charge 
of base to Burmuda Hundred. It is said. 
Grant is swinging his left to the James, and 
that a strong force under Sheridan has gone 
from Newcastle to mako a circuit of Rich- 
mond, and join Butler, on that river. Our 
Corps is still hard at work, and when it re- 
turns late at night, each member expresses 
himself dissatisfied with the amount of la- 
bor done, and wishes as I have done many 
times, that he had a thousand hearts, and 
arms, and legs. The U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission has, at this point, forty-four wag- 
gons, with four horses to each wagon ; con- 
siderably over one hundred Relief Agents, 
and not less than one hundred and fifty 
other persons, engaged as teamsters, labor- 
ers, clerks, &c. On Saturday and Sunday 
last, there was nine thousand dollars worth 
of shirts and drawers distributed among the 
wounded ones.” 

J. J. B. 

PAID AND UNPAID AGENTS. 

BY REV. J. A. ANDERSON. 

The other day, a prominent and influen- 
tial agent of the Christian Commission ex- 
pressed himself to the effect that the agents 
of the Sanitary Commission, in being hired, 
only felt called upon to work so many hours 
per day and at a slow gate per hour ; while 
the agents of the Christian Commission work 
for nothing save love for the soldier, and, 
by consequence, infused more soul and vim 
into their labors than do the paid men of the 
Sanitary Commission. The idea was, that 
because Sanitary agents receive a scanty com- 
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pen nation they cannot be expected to labor 
with such a purity of benevolence, nor with 
such an enduring celerity, as do agents who 
receive no compensation. 

It is somewhat singular that when any 
given objection against the Sanitary Com- 
mission reaches us from one section of the 
country, it is speedily heard of from many 
and distant sections — which suggests to us 
that somebody takes pains to spread the 
objection ; and as this allegation is coming 
up from different quarters it deserves a 
moment’s attention. 

The qualifications of an agent are found 
in his heart, mind and body — not in his 
purse ; and are neither lessened by his ac- 
ceptance of a stipend, nor increased by his 
rejection of a stipend. The question of 
compensation has nothing to do with his 
fitness as an agent; neither is he by the re- 
ception of pay debarred, in the most remote 
degree, from acting upon the broadest prin- 
ciples of humanity, nor from being impelled 
by the truest motives of strong-pulsing 
charity. If it be asserted that no genuine 
benevolence can be exercised except by 
agents who are unpaid, then it instantly 
follows that the noble bands of Christian 
ministers, who arc confessedly among the 
most effective and brilliant philanthropic 
instrumentalities of the age, are devoid of 
that benevolenoe; for, though as a class 
worse paid than men of the same abilities 
in the other professions, yet all of thorn re- 
ceive pay, and are enabled by that pay to 
devote themselves to the grand work of the 
glorious Emanuel. But doeB any one affirm 
that because thereof, their charity and 
humaneness cannot be as pure and throb- 
bing as if they received no pay? The 
best of books declares the laborer to be 
worthy of his hire ; and the common experi- 
ence of mankind confirms the declaration. 
There is a vast difference between laboring 
for money under the guise of benevolence ; 
and laboring for benevolence, though money 
enough be received with which to defray 
ordinary personal expenses. If it be in- 
tended to allege that the agents of the 
Sanitary Commission work simply for money 
or chiefly for money, and not chiefly from 
true motives of humanity ; then, we simply 
and emphatically declare the allegation to 
be false in fact, and unjust to scores of men 
who have resigned ample incomes, and con- 
tinue to reject offers of revenues double the 
amount of those which they receive from 
the Commission. Or, if it be intended to 



affirm, that because they receive pay they 
will not or do not work as heartily as 
thoBc who are unpaid ; it is only necessary 
to say, that the sufferings of mangled Ame- 
ricans, or the totterings of emaciated vete- 
rans, thrill through a kind heart irrespective 
of the pocket which walks about with that 
heart; and that our agents are selected with 
special reference to their benevolenoe, energy 
and endurance, and that persons who do 
not on trial display these qualities are dis- 
charged, is known to all who know anything 
about the matter. 

The assumption that an agent who is 
paid does not work so vigorously or with 
Buch laudable spirit as does one who is un- 
paid, affects scores of pastors who go to the 
front as volunteer agents of the Sanitary or 
Christian Commission quite as much as it 
does our permanent agents who are paid ; 
for each of these volunteers receives com- 
pensation, if not from one of the Commis- 
sions, from the congregation which, in 
granting him a leave of absence, continues 
the payment of his salary during that leave. 
The question of compensation simply nar- 
rows itself down to the organization through 
whom the payment shall be made, for in 
both cases the common oharity of the coun- 
try is the banker who furnishes the means ; 
and the difference between the two methods 
is, that in the one case the charity of the 
country empowers the Commission to pay 
the agent directly for doing army work, 
while in the other case it empowers a con- 
gregation to pay a minister for his pastoral 
work, and the congregation loans bis ser- 
vices to the Commission. 

In the first case you can procure trained, 
disciplined and skilled laborers — men who 
know what is to be done, how to do it, and 
who will not shrink from either manual 
labor or tedious routine ; in the other case 
you must rely upon the efforts of gentlemen, 
who, in most instances, are compelled to 
return to their congregations just about the 
time they become familiar with army life 
and acquired fitness for army work, and 
who will do manual labor or perform menial 
services only at their own option. 

As to the preference which business men 
would give to these two systems there can 
be no doubt, for it is a law of political 
economy that trained workmen and the 
permanent assignment of the same men to 
the same thing, is true and large economy ; 
while, from what has been said above, it is 
evident that no excellence accrues to the 
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motives of unpaid agents because of their 
being unpaid, which does not equally accrue 
to paid agents in spite of their being paid. 

But enough with abstract reasonings upon 
a point which is clear to all, and agreed 
upon by all disinterested persons. We not 
only affirm, but kuow that facts will sub- 
stantiate the affirmation, that the agents of 
the Sanitary Commission are as warm- 
hearted. as keenly alive to suffering, as 
quick-witted in affording relief, as patient, 
energetic and cheerful in the performance 
of unromantic duty, and as enduring and 
courageous under field hardships, as are the 
agents of the Christian Commission or any 
other organization. And, furthermore, we 
are beset with the general impression that 
this, and scores of other rumors which are 
swept through communities, will, upon 
thorough investigation, be found to have 
received their first announcement by friends 
of organizations which are jealous of, or 
antagonistic to, the Sanitary Commission. 

THE TWO COMMISSIONS. — COMPARATIVE 
ECONOMY. 

We invite attention to the article in the 
present number, on “Paid and Unpaid 
Agents.” It is worthy of being read and 
considered, and as it suggests a few thoughts 
we ask attention to them, as follows: 

“Who pays the agents?" The answer 
is — the people. They may contribute their 
money to either or both of the Commis- 
sions, or they may pay their agents for 
doing the work of the Commissions, direct- 
ly from their own hands. The fact is, that 
the Sanitary Commission pays its agents 
from its own treasury, that treasury being 
supplied by the people. 

The Christian Commission docs the same 
with its permanent delegates in the field, 
their treasury being likewise supplied from 
the same bountiful source. Bnt there is a 
class of delegates who go to the front as 
volunteers, meaning by this term, gratui- 
tous laborers, upon whose claim to volun- 
tary service, much stress is laid, as an ar- 
gument in favor of the economy of the 
Christian Commission. Let us examine 
this subject, and it will be seen that the 
system of a volunteer agency is more ex- 
pensive than that of a compensated agency. 



The Sanitary Commission pays for its 
relief work in the field, forty-five dollars 
per month, to each agent, in addition to 
to his subsistence. 

The permanent Christian Commission 
delegates, receive no less, but we believe, 
more than this sum ; fifty dollars having been 
stated as their salary per month. 

The small difference of five dollars per 
mouth need not be thought of in this com- 
parison, beyond the mere statement. The 
salary of all relief agents, in both Com- 
missions, is meagre enough to satisfy the 
most careful and even parsimonious spirit. 
Tho work of such men, who live amid the 
exposures and dangers of the front to do 
good to our suffering soldiers, cannot be 
estimated by dollars and cents, and the 
pittance given them ought never to be com- 
plained of 

But we desire to meet the question of 
volunteer service upon its real merits. 
Ministers of religion ire usually selected 
by the Christian Commission for this ser- 
vice, and each of theso pastors is sup- 
posed to be receiving a salary, which may 
vary from five hundred to five thousand 
dollars per year : we will estimate the 
average however, at the low mark of eight 
hundred dollars per year, for pastoral ser- 
vice at home. Taking this average to be 
fair, when these parties volunteer their 
services to the soldiers for a month, they 
are in receipt from their congregations of 
sixty-five dollars for that month’s pastoral 
service, in addition to subsistence and travel- 
ing expenses from the Commission. They 
arc thus the gainers individually, for the time 
being, by the two latter items being added to 
their salary, while the cost of supplying their 
places during their absenco, must also be 
borne by the people at home. Now add 
the cost of subsistence and transportation. 
A delegate may go from Maine or Minne- 
sota, as from any part of the country 
He may go to Washington or Annapolis 
only ; or he may go to New Orleans or 
Texas; but, until he reaches a base of sup- 
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plies, either at the West or East, he is at 
the expense of transportation by steamboat 
or railway, and though a portion of his fare 
may bo generously commuted by the com- 
panies transporting him, it will not be un- 
just to allow forty-five dollars for his average 
cost, to and from the front. It thus costs 
one hundred dollars a month, to pay the vol- 
unteer agents who go to the field for tem- 
porary and inexperienced service. Take 
the two or three thousand delegates who 
have gone to the field as temporary volun- 
teers for the Christian Commission, and 
count their cost to the charity of the coun- 
try at one hundred dollars each, and we have 
tho volunteer system, requiring two or 
three hundred thousand dollars to pay its 
delegates. 

Meanwhile, the permanent delegates are 
moving on in the daily track of duty; hard, 
exposing, dangerous duty, at the low figure 
of forty-five and fifty dollars per month ; be- 
coming inured to hardships, accustomed to 
labor, skilled by experience, known to offi- 
cers and men, and reaping rich harvests 
from their constant seed-sowing. 

It is not assumed that this vast expense 
is borne by the Commission directly, but 
by the people, and the very people who find 
fault with the expensivenoss of paying 
agents to go to the front — the people who 
will oppose the Sanitary Commission be- 
cause it pays its hard working, constant 
agents, forty-five dollars per month, while 
the Christiau Commission pays its perma- 
nent agents fifty, — these very people will 
pay double the sum to volunteers, and 
complain of others having their small sti- 
pend of forty-five dollars. 

The system would be a gratuity, — a most 
generous and note-worthy gratuity, if the 
cost of this voluntary service could be turn- 
ed to account- If the pastor going as a 
delegate would bestow his monthly salary 
upon the aid society of the congregation or 
village from which he goes, and allow the 
service to be indeed an offering for the sol- 
dier, it would then be entitled to the claim 



of voluntary service; but as it is, it cannot 
be claimed as gratuitous. 

We commend the system as a successful 
one for securing the sympathy of a very 
worthy class, and for committing their in- 
fluence in behalf of the Commission which 
obtains their service, but when it is pre- 
sented to the public as an economical sys- 
tem, in comparison with that which trains 
and keeps its agents, and pays an acknow- 
ledged standard sum, we must protest 
against it, and ask the people not to mis- 
judge in the premises. 

Again, when certain churches agree to 
employ and pay agents one hundred dol- 
lars each, per month, and send them away 
as delegates of the Christian Commission, 
wo assert that they are not to be ranked as 
volunteers, generously giving their services 
to the Commission. They are paid. 

The war is the people’s war; the army 
is constituted of the people; the Commis- 
sions were originated, and are sustained by 
the people. The people may do as they will, 
and they are prepared to believe the follow- 
ing simple example in arithmetic, and decide 
for which they pay the most money. 

Sanitary Commission's work for six mouth* at any 



Riven point. 

Two permanent agent* each at $43 per month $54<' 

Transportation to and from the front at $45 each 90 



$690 

Christian Commission * work for six months at any 
given point by one permanent agent, and alx volun- 
teer delegate* who remain bat one month each, 
and whotie time of service U equal to that of a 
second permanent agent : 



One permanent agent at $50 per month $900 

Transportation ii 

*445 

8i* volunteer delegate*, one month each, at a cost to 

their congregations of $65 per month. $.990 

Transportation at $45 each 270 

$660 

One permanent agent $945 

Six volunteer delegates, remaining one mouth each, 
time of service equal to a second permanent agent #600 



$1006 

E KB l* ME. 

Total expenses of Christian Commission policy to 



Charily of the country for six months $1.CN >.*» 

Total expense* of Sanitary Commission policy for 
same labor and time 690 

Bcomony of San. Commission’s policy In eix months $375 
Economy of San. Commission 'a policy In one year $7» 



Assuming each Commissiou to employ 
one thousand agents per year to do a given 
work, the cost to the common benevolence 
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of the country of the Christian Commis- 
sion's policy over and above the policy of 
the.Sanitary Commission would be three 
hundred and teuenly-JUic thousand dollars , 
($375,000) each year. 

OUB CANVASSERS. 

Wo are pleased to announce, that the can- 
vassing system is now completely organized, 
and successfully at work. Twenty lecturers 
are in the home held, most of them minis- 
ters, instructing the people, and meeting 
the objections that may exist in the public 
mind, concerning the Sanitary Commission. 
We commend these gentlemen to the kind 
guidance and hospitality of the people, with 
the assurance that their labors will be use- 
ful. They have all been at the front in hos- 
pitals, and among the soldiers in the camps. 
They have seen the work of the Commis- 
sion and handled its stores. They know of 
what they testify, and are entitled to credit. 

OUB WOKEN. 

We want to say that the aid societies, 
are as diligent as ever. The testimony 
comes to us from all quarters, that the sup- 
plies are increasing, because the faithful 
women of the land continue to be faithful. 
Some, it is true, have grown cold, and if 
they work at all, work in another direction. 
But their lukewarmness is compensated for, 
by the zeal of others, and by the forming 
of *new societies, in new neighborhoods. 
The work never looked brighter, in the 
brighter days of our history. Wo say to 
our women, — then, go on, you have been the 
means of saving thousands of lives ; you 
have comforted tens of thousands of suf- 
ferers, and the call is for you to persevere. 
Every garment you have made, every com- 
fort you have contributed, has been so much 
added to the strength of the nation ; and every 
blessing that has been uttered by soldiers, 
and many more, that have been too deeply 
felt to be uttered, have fallen upon you 
from trembling lips, or burdened hearts, 
but to stimulate your zeal, and cheer'your 
hearts. Go on ! 

Von. I. No. 30 60 



UNITARIAN TRACTS. 

We are in receipt of a letter from a friend, 
which contains the following statement: 

A minister told me he had learned 
that the funds raised by the Sanitary Com- 
mission, were being expended for Unitarian 
tracts, and that these were circulated 
through the army. 

Of late, this rumor has come to us from 
several quarters. It has sprung up simul- 
taneously, in new and distant places, and 
bos assumed a magniude which attracts 
notice. It is, as our friend very properly 
replied to his informer, a “ slander.” It is 
well known, that while the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission, is a Christian institution, it is 
not sectarian. It has not expended money 
for party purposes, in any way. It has not 
purchased a dollar’s worth of sectarian 
literature, but has spent thousands in pro- 
miscuous reading matter. It has spent 
thousands in purely Christian literature, 
well selected from various authors, without 
reference to denominational interest or 
choico. It recognises the fact, that our 
army is composed of men of all shades 
of religious belief, and that it would be 
unjust to the people to allow itself to .be 
used as a means for advocating sectarian 
dogmas. It would be impossible for the 
Commission to do this, and maintain any 
consistency with itself : for while it is true 
that the president is a minister of religion 
under the form of Unitarianism, its Board, 
their secretaries, agents and employees, 
represent what Is known as evangelical forms 
of religion, by a very large majority. It is 
disheartening to be compelled to defend 
the Commission against such ungenerous 
assaults, especially when they are made by 
ministers, whoso opportunities for discover- 
ing the real truth upon all these matters, 
are bo ample. The names of the members 
of the Board, and of all the prominent 
officials connected with the work, are open 
to the public. They are well known to this 
country, as among the foremost men of the 
day, in religion, science and literature. To 
believe such statements as the above, is not 
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only to discredit some of our best citizens, 
but to lay ourselves open to just criticism, 
for not being better acquainted with public 
men and public affairs, and not having a 
higher appreciation of common honesty. If 
the whole Sanitary Commission was made up 
of Unitarians, they could not be supposed, as * 
servants of the people, so to abuse their 
trust, as to convert their association into a 
proselyting machine, to serve their own 
sectarian purposes. Nobody believes this 
could be done, except those who would, 
with similiar advantages, use them to pro- 
mote their own selfish ends. 

At a recent meeting of a Unitarian Asso- 
ciation, the question of distributing religious 
reading to the army was considered. The 
fact was well known that the Christian 
Commission could not lend itself to the cir- 
culation of Unitarian literature, and it was 
agreed to appoint an agent for the purpose 
of disseminating their own publications in 
the army, at the expense of the association ; 
but how such agent could find subsistence 
tnd shelter was the next question to bo con- 
sidered. Application was mode to the 
Sanitary Commission to allow the agent to 
subsist with them, and render what service 
might be required of him in times of need 
or emergency, as a consideration for his 
board. The application was presented to 
the Executive Committee of the Commiss- 
sion, of which Dr. Bellows is chairman, and 
was refused. 

We say then to our correspondents, to 
our ministerial friends, to all, that whenever 
they hear such stories to disbelieve them, 
unless the reporters of them are prepared 
with testimony that is conclusive; when 
that shall appear, we will join in exposing 
the wrong. 



FOUR DATS’ WORK. 

Read the following exhibit of four days’ 
work among our troops near Nashville, 
Tenn. To say nothing of Special Relief 
afforded at Homes and Lodges, which is 



immense, the issue of these vegetables alone 
must have been a great blessing to our men. 



Conaolidated Statement of Store* iaaued by the V. S. 
Sanitary Communion to Troop* near Naahville, 
from December 2 to December 6, 1864. 
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METROPOLITAN FAIR BUILDINGS. 

Mr. P. B. Wright, Architect of the Me- 
tropolitan Fair buildings, has made a very 
interesting statement concerning their 
erection, and as a matter of justice both to 
the parties mentioned and to the many 
friends of the Sanitary Commission, as well 
as an evidence of the appreciation given to 
such generous actions by the Commission 
and the American people, whose agent it is, 
we extract as follows : — 

It is due to Borne of the mechanics (to 
whose energy wo are indebted for the com- 
pletion of a building covering 24,000 square 
feet of ground in sixteen and a half work- _ 
ing days,) to state that Messrs Hunt & 
Son performed the carpenters' work at <tne- 
half the usual rates (five per cent, on the 
actual cost), the portion of their commission 
which was waived amounting to 8617. 

The accounts of the Messrs Hunt, here- 
tofore submitted, are remarkable for their 
minuteness and perspicuity ; by reference to 
them you can ascertain the name of every 
workman and the number of days and parts 
of days' work performed by each. 

Mr. Codington, the mason, performed his . 
work on the same terms. Messrs Barnes 
and New, roofers, did their work at three 
cents per foot, with the permission to remove 
it, the regular price having been seven cents 
per foot. Messrs Philbin & Quinn, plumb- 
ers and gas-fitters, charged the actual cost 
of lijjjor and twenty-five per cent, of the 
cost of materials, after taking the same 
back. 
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WOMAN'S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF. 



SUPPLIES. — NO. IV. 

Exhibit of Receipts, for periods of six months each. 
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Six months ending Nor. 1, 1861, 
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bix month* ending M»y 1 , 1862 
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Six month* ending Hot. 1, 1862, 
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Six month* ending M*y 1, l»63, 
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Six mouth* eudtng Nov 1, 1 n83 
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Six month* ending May 1, 1864 

Six month* ending Hot. 1, 1884, 


8,268 24.403 
17,180 23,013 
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Total 


142,51V 89,038 


62,48.1 


64 049 


113.604 


137 295 


58,070 


31,829 


1,393 


2.600 



Although wo withold our usual Semi- 
Annual Report, we cannot omit presenting 
the above interesting table to our Auxiliaries. 
Each line gives the receipts of certain 
articles for a period of six months. The 
first two coincide, because we kept no sepa- 
rate account, for the summer and winter, and 
now can only divide the total receipts for 
the year. But examine the column of 
flannel shirts. In the summer of 1862 we 
received forty-five hundred; during the 
winter following more than five times as 
many. The summer of 1803 gave nearly 
eight thousand; the next winter three times 
as many. Sec now the summer of 1864, 
almost twenty-four thousand, three times as 
many as last summer, six times as many as 
the previous one. To what is this constant 
increase due ? First of all to the unusual 
activity of the army, so that every woman 
felt that there must be greatly increased 
numbers of wounded and suffering men, 
and rested not, but with redoubled zeal, 
plied her needle for their benefit. Next, 
we must confess, (and we do it with proud 
satisfaction,) that our neighbor, the Wo- 
man's Relief Association of Brooklyn, has 
contributed of these twenty-four thousand 
shirts, over fourteen thousand ; and of the 
ten thousand pairs of drawers moro than 
one-half, beside other articles not included 
in the table. This Association is one of 
the most thorough and efficient in the 
country, and tho men of Brooklyn seem to 
feel it as much tbeir duty to contribute 
funds, as the women do to make up garments 
for our soldiers ; and together they produce 
this beneficent result. 

Wo believe that no inconsiderable advan- 
tage has arisen from our plan of distributing 
material at half prioe to feeble societies; 



and very many of them (nearly two hundred 
and fifty) are now working regularly and 
actively with us, that have heretofore made 
only occasional contributions. We hope to 
be able to pursue this plan to the end ; since 
it not only materially increases our stores, 
but unites us more closely to these earnest, 
unknown friends. We cannot fail, also, to 
reoognize the valuable assistance of our 
Associate Managers, who zealously co-op- 
erate with us in spreading information both 
of the demand for supplies, and of the re- 
sults accomplished. All the Branches of 
the Sanitary Commission hold it to be their 
best plea, to moke plain statements of the 
manner in which the wor^t is conducted, 
and to invite the scrutiny of all interested ; 
satisfied that this will ensure their hearty 
sympathy and support. 

At the request of Mrs. Barker, one of the 
hospital visitors of the Commission, whom 
those of our friends who were at our No- 
vember Council cannot fail to remember 
with pleasure, we make a few suggestions. 
All cotton garments should be nicely washed 
and ironed before they are packed. We 
cannpt afford to pay city prices for washing; 
but if each lady who makes a shirt, or a 
sheet, will send it in clean and smooth, it is 
doubly welcome to the sick. So with old 
linen and muslin; if each person will cut off 
hems and seams, and roll it neatly, it is 
ready for immediate use. Handkerchiefs 
should be at least twenty inches square ; 
smaller ones are not worth giving to the 
men and are often thrown aside and lost. 
Better give six handkerchiefs of reasonable 
size than twice as many scraps of linen, 
hardly likely to be used at all. She says 
also: 

“ It affords untold pleasure to the soldier 
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to know, by the marks it beam, whence the 
garment be receives comes. For this reason, 
it is an excellent plau to mark each article 
that can be marked, with the name of the 
village, town or city, and State, where it 
vras made, using therefor a stencil plate and 
stencil ink.’’ 

Mrs. Marsh once wrote to us from Beau- 
fort, “ to give poor ill-made articles to the 
men does more harm than good ; they say, 

‘ if I was worth anything they would not 
give me these miserable things;’ but the 
little signs of neatness and care touch them, 
and they feel as if a mother or sister has 
provided for them the shirt the ‘Sanitary’ 
gives, as indeed is true.” 

The end has not come yet; this New 
Year may not bring it. We thank you, 
friends, cordially, for your support, and 
above all for the faith you have shown in 
us; and we rest npon it with firm confi- 
dence for the future. 

Ellen Collins, 

Chr. Commute* on SappUev 

Niw York, January 2, 1865. 

INTERESTING LETTER FROM GEORGIA. 

H*AD-QrARTRR8 TwKNTIXTH CoBPB, 1 
Nkar Savaxnab, Ga., Dec. 19/A, 1864. ( 

Dr. J. Foster Jenkins,' 

General Secretary, U. 8. San. Com. 

Dear Sir: — On learning that General 
Sherman was :dxmt to make a bold move 
through the State of Georgia to some point 
on the sea coast, it was deemed important 
that some one of the Commission’s Agents 
should accompany the expedition. That 
duty fell to my lot, and I now have the 
honor to report to you the work and ob- 
servations of my mission. Early in the 
month of November there was great activity 
at Atlanta; sending stores and non-com- 
batants to the rear, and preparing the troops 
with clothing and rations for the prospective 
campaign. By the middle of the month 
the work was accomplished, and on the 
fifteenth of November, 1804, the Army of 
Georgia took up camp and commenced its 
long and unparalelled march toward the 
land of the palmetto. The troops — officers 
and men — were in excellent spirits, and 
even jubilant over the prospect before them. 
Each division had its hospital department 
well organized before starting, and had, 
besides the hospital wagons, about fifty 
ambulances. All tbs sick and wounded 
were to report, or be reported to the chief 
surgeon in charge of the hospital, for tran- 



sportation and treatment. The surgeons of 
regiments were furnished with cards adtnit- 
ing the bearer to a place in an ambulance. 
These cards were given out at the surgeon’s 
call in the mouiing. The bearer marching 
as far as his strength would permit, then 
resting by the wayside until bis ambulance 
, came up. 

For the first few days the ambulances 
were well filled by men from soreness, but 
they soon got well, and even cases of fever, 
and wounded men recovered in these travel- 
iny hospitals. The plan works well. Every- 
thing was systematized. When the column 
halted for the night, the hospital tents were 
speedily put up by a party detailed for that 
purpose, while others were preparing supper. 
The sick and wounded were taken from the 
ambulances and made comfortable in the 
tents. About the time they were snugly 
put away for the night, a savory supper was 
ready and served to them. Each hospital 
had its organized foraging party, whose 
business it was, to gather during the day’s 
march, supplies for the hospital from the 
abundance in the country; and they seldom 
failed to bring in at night, plenty of sweet 
potatoes, chickens, fresh pork and mutton, 
of which there seemed to be no end ; also 
corn meal and sometimes flour. Much of 
the time honey was to be found on the diet 
list. Milk was to be had in abundance. 
Scores of cows were driven along for a sup- 
ply of this excellent article, in the treat- 
ment of sick and wounded men. In the 
morning the surgeons examined all the 
patients, treating as each case required. 
Breakfast over, the ambulances were loaded 
with their human freight, tents struck and 
the hospitals were ready to move with the 
column. Thus, day after day did we pro- 
ceed. It is remarkable but true, that there 
were several divisions that did not lose a 
man by sickness during the march of about 
three hundred and (illy miles. Those of 
other divisions who died, were principally 
among the new- recruits. The general 
health of the army was much better when 
we halted beforu Savannah, then when we 
left Atlanta. The generous and even luxu- 
rious living of the men on sweet potatoes, 

! turnips, fowls, various kinds of fresh meats, 
sorghum, molasses, honey, &c., bud the good 
effect to eradicate whatever of scorbutic 
taint previously existed. The march was 
i of immense value to our army as a sanitary 
measure. I have procured and forwarded 
to the Hospital Directory a correct and com- 
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pleto list of the casualties since leaving 
Atlanta, of the killed — the time and place 
of the deaths^in hospital — the date and 
where buried, of the wounded — tho nature 
and locality of the wound in most cases — 
those seriously sick, and also the missing 
and cafitured. In all cases, where possible, 
have given the place and the circumstances. 
We have spared no labor or pains to got a 
full report, and here I wish to make men- 
tion of the uniform kindness and co-opera- 
tion received from officers in the different 
commands in perfecting this work. I am 
glad to be ablo to state that with a very few 
exceptions all the siok and wounded were 
brought through with the army. I had de- 
signed to procure a list of Union prisoners, 
buried from rebel prisons, Andersonville 
and Macon. We did not reach Millen. I 
visited where so many of our brave soldiers 
were confined. About twelve acres of 
ground were enclosed by a strong stockado, 
twenty feet high ; this was in the midst of 
a dense forrest of pines. A marshy stream 
ran through it. No buildings to cover the 
prisoners were permitted. All tho shelter 
from rain and cold the men in that en- 
closure could obtain, were huts made in the 
ground and covered with mud-bricks. The 
dampness must have been killing to the 
prisoners, for the water come* very near the 
surfuce of tho ground, in all those marshy 
plains. Mortality was terrible among our 
men there. The place was occupied twenty- 
two days by an average of twelve thousand 
men, and during that time seven hundred 
and five were buried, and one I found dead 
still in his mud-hut. When I found tho 
graves of these heroic dead, you may imagine 
my indignation, at discovering that not one 
name tea* on a single head-board, although 
each grave had a separate board. The hos- 
pital was placed below the prison and on the 
bank of the marshy pond, into which the 
stream with all the washings and filth of 
camp ran. All the water used at that hos- 
pital must have been taken from that filthy 
pond. Is there no way for our Government 
to secure to her prisoners held by the rebels, 
a more humane treatment? We have in- 
vested Savannah and gained a communica- 
tion with our fleet by storming and captur- 
ing the works of Fort McAllister, on tho 
Ogcecbcc ltiver. Savannah is virtually 
ours, and most probably without a fight. 
Everything looks hopeful. I hope we may 
have a good supply .of stores. As soon as 
we enter the place, I will procure rooms, 



and have everything ready by the time they 
can arrive. 

Yours, very truly, 

J. C. Hoblit, 

General Relief Agent, U. 8. San. Com., Army of Georgia. 



BY A. N. EKAI). 

Nashville, Temn., Dec. 12, 1864. 

Da. J. S. Newberry, 

Secy. U. 8. San. Com., Western Department. 

Dear Sir : — Since my last report, the 
*\rmy of the Cumberland has been brought 
together in the vicinity of Nashville. De- 
catur, Columbia, Franklin and Johnsonville 
have been vacated ; Columbia after a little, 
Franklin after severe fighting. The troops 
in the field have no wiotcr quarters, only 
shelter tents, and the cold weather for the 
past few days has been severe upon them ; 
as many of them are upon hills, with no 
forests to break the wind, and wood not 
abundant. 

Most of them have been paid, are well 
clothed, and have an abundance of food, 
except fresh vegetables. Although they 
have been hard worked, and have had little 
rest since the first of May, there is no un- 
usual sickness, and they are in good spirits. 

There have boon over 70,000 admissions 
to the hospitals since the first of May. 
These have received every attention that a 
Government, careful of the welfare of her 
soldiers, could furnish. Thanks to the 
efficient, earnest, faithful services of Dr. 
Wood, the Asst. Surg.-Gen. ; Dr. Cooper, 
the Med. Director of the Army of the 
Cumberland, and their long-tried and faith- 
ful subordinate surgeons. 

We have issued vegetables in large quan- 
tities to the troops in the field, principally 
to the well men at Stevenson, Pulaski, 
Columbia, Johnsonville, and along the line 
of battle in front of Nashville. This was 
done at tjic suggestion of Maj.-Gen. Thomas 
and Dr. Cooper, who gave us transportation, 
and every facility for their distribution. 
The whole amount distributed, besidos the 
issues to hospitals, from Nov. 1 to Deo. 
6, was, of kraut and pickles, 26,744 gal- 
lons, 5,523 bushels of onions, 2,249 bushels 
of potatoes. 

A friend related to me the following in- 
cident, which occurred at one of the thea- 
tres in Nashville, the actors, during the 
play, were eating vermioelli or maccaroni, 
the soldiers thought it was kraut, and they 
| shouted, from all parts of the house, “ kraut ! 
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kfaut ! kraut ! Sanitary ! Sinitary ! Sani- 
tary !" 

Division Hospitals are established at this 
time near our lines, where the sick and 
wounded nro to be received, the wounds 
dressed, operations performed, and as soon 
as practicable, removed to hospitals in the 
city. These Division Hospitals are visited 
daily, by Field Agents Messrs. Tone, Brun- 
drett and Bartlett, and such stores fur- 
nished as are needed, teams being sent for 
them to our store-rooms in the city. For 
the past two weeks we have been cut off 
, from our communication with Murfreesboro 
and Chattanooga, but I have sufficient 
reason to believe that they have stores 
enough, as most of the sick and wounded 
had been removed. 

Gen. Thomas has issued the necessary 
orders to secure to us the land protection 
and help to continue the Hospital Gardens 
the coming year, and has renewed the de- 
tail for Mr. John Harraman, the efficient 
gardener at Murfreesboro. 

The “ Home” in Nashville has been filled 
to overflowing the past two months. So 
full has it been that every available space 
on the floors has been used for a soldier's 
bed, and at times, the sidewalk and the 
vestibule of the Catholic Cathedral have 
been crowded. Would it have profuned 
God's temple to have admitted within its 
walls His children ? A larger building 
was assigned to us, and would have been 
ready in a few days, but to meet the antici- 
pated wants of the present emergency, has 
been taken and furnished as a hospital. 

The sufferings of the refugees have been 
such as to compel us to sympathize with 
them. We have occasionally administered 
to cases of extreme want, taking them into 
our quarters, giving them food and clothing, 
and sending them on their way. 

On the morning of the 22d of November, 
four children were found dead at the Chat- 
tanooga Depot, frozen to death ; also, one 
soldier. Over these, and the thousands 
whose sufferings continue, all over the 
South, 

“I* heard Columbia'* pioroing cry, 

Oh, Abcalom my *on !" 

After the battle of Franklin, the wounded 
were brought immediately to Nashville, and 
we bad no opportunity to give aid on the 
field. The number of admissions to the 
different hospitals in Nashville, from April 
1, 1862, to Dec. 12, 1864, is 212,143. 
The number of deaths, from March 3d, 



1862. to the same period, is 10,203. There 
are now in hospital, Dec. 12,4,904. While 
I write, our troops are reported to be moving 
out after Hood. 

Our special wants, at this time, are more 
of the usual battle stores; also, woolen 
clothing, shirts, drawers, • socks, mittens, 
blankets, &c. We have many calls for 
these that we cannot fill. These calls are 
increasing, because of the number separated 
from their regiments, and the frequent 
changes of the troops, during which many 
articles are unavoidably lost, and cannot be 
replaced, through Government officials, until 
several days. 

If the friends of the soldier will con- 
tinue to give liberally, they will be paid as 
was a conductor on the Louisville and Nash- 
ville Railroad, who found a soldier, wasted 
by long sickness, longing for home, and 
with his furlough in his pocket ; he could 
not get a seat in the cars, they were all 
full, and he so weak, that when he would 
get one, others pressed in before him. He 
was finally placed in a box car, without a 
seat and without a bed. Here this con- 
ductor found him, and took him into his 
own caboose, aud first laid him upon the 
floor, but the car was warm. Not satisfied 
with this, he soon placed him upon his 
bed, when the soldier grasped bis hand, 
and as the tears fell from his eyes, he said, 
in broken accents, “ Oh, sir, my mother 
will pray for you every night for this !” 



FROM LOUISIANA. 

Baton Roook, La., December 17, 1864. 

I arrived at this post on Thursday, the 
8th inst., with all my stores in good condi- 
tion. Although the day was rainy, I suc- 
ceeded in getting everything safely stored 
before evening. Not being able to find any 
room suitable for an office, I took quarters 
with the agent of the Christian Commission, 
in the Court House. 

My attention was first directed to the 
General Hospital, where there seemed to be 
many deficiencies. None of the men were 
supplied with slippers, or hospital wrappers. 
The diet seemed to be deficient, particularly 
for the wounded. They were without the 
extras which their condition required. A 
new surgeon has just come in charge, and 
an improvement is already manifest. 

I issued to the General Hospital 50 sacks 
vegetables, 8 bbls. kraut, 24 galls, tomatoes, 
48 lbs. milk. 25 pair slippers, 18 lbs. com 
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starch, 12 lbs. farina, 12 lbs. chocolate, 12 
bottleB ketchup, 1 bbl. soda cracken. 

Besides this,! visited all the wards, giving 
to the patients tobacco, pipes, combs, towels, 
needles, thread, &c. These small articles 
were most gratefully received, and many a 
blessing was lavished upon the Sanitary 
Commission. 

During the absence of the cavalry on. an 
expedition, the regimental hospitals are 
mostly broken up. 1 have visited all that 
are still maintained, and have supplied them 
all with needful comforts. I have issued 
four pounds of vegetables and a quart of 
kraut to every man at the post, and am now 
making a second issue. This is besides the 
quantity sent to the General Hospital. 

No provision is made by which men at 
the General Hospital can draw their cloth- 
ing. A provision of this kind is very much 
needed. The call for woolen under-clothing 
is very great ; and I hardly know how to 
meet it. I have sent considerable of the 
small stock which I brought to the small- 
pox hospital, where there arc several soldiers 
entirely destitute. 

Twelve burrcls of the kraut, shipped on 
the Navigator, was sent to Port Hudson in 
care of Post-Surgeon David. The kraut 
opeoed in excellent condition, and is the 
most acceptable issue which could be made 
to a large portion of the troops. 

The per ccntage of sick among the cavalry 
is very much larger than among the in- 
fantry. Long marches, much exposure and 
a far greater proportion of accidental inju- 
ries, will account for the difference. Acute 
dysentery in very aggravated forms, is 
lamentably prevalent. The small-pox is 
increasing among both soldiers and citizens. 
About sixty cases are now under treatment. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

Hospital 67th C. 8. C. I., I 
Morga.vzia, La., Oct. 10, 1864. / 

Mr. Boltwood: — I take this occasion 
to acknowledge to you, and through you to 
the Sanitary Commission, whose agent you 
are, the receipt of Sanitary supplies, at 
several times, for the use of sick in my re- 
giment, which have been much needed in 
the absence of fresh meat and vegetables, 
the want of which has been severely felt 
since the Missouri Brigade came into this 
department. 

Scurvy, in addition to the more common 
diseases of camps, has been alarmingly pre- 
valent. Although much of the health and 



consequent usefulness of the troops has 
been lost, with many valuable lives, your 
timely appropriations of potatoes, onions, 
pickles, acids, &o , to this regiment, and 
others, has effectually checked, for the pre- 
sent, the ravages of scurvy, and the num- 
ber of Bick is constantly diminishing by 
convalescence and recovery. 

I take this occasion to present to the 
Sanitary Commission, through you, one of 
its many bard-workingagents, the expressed, 
and I doubt not, heartfelt gratitude of the 
soldiers of this regiment, with the assurance 
that now and ever they will hold in grate- 
ful remembrance the benefactors whose al- 
moner you are. Very respectfully, 
Josiah Jordan, 

Surgeon 67th [7. 8. C. I. 

Head-Quarters 62d Rio’t U. S. C. I., 1 
Morqakzia, La., Sept . 28, 1864. / 

Mr. IT. L. Boltwood, Esq., 

Agent U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 

Sir : — I take plessure in acknowledging 
the receipt, through you and other agents 
of the Sanitary Commission, at different 
times during the past summer, of dried and 
canned fruits, hospital clothing and bedding, 
cordials and other hospital supplies, which 
were much needed by the sick of this regi- 
ment. The fresh and pickled vegetables I 
have lately received from you have been of 
almost incalculable benefit to our men, who 
are afflicted terribly with scurvy. I know not 
what I could have done, or how I could 
have got along without the antiscorbutics 
received from you, and I wish to tender 
my thapks through you to the Commission, 
and those who sustain it for this timely aid. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant. 

CORORTON ALLBN, 
5nrg«on 62U Regiment U. S. Col d Infantry. 

I Hbad-Qdartbrs 6th Mich. He aw Art' y , ^ 
Fort Gaines, Ala., Dec. 13, L864. j 

W. R. ’Miller, 

Sanitary Agent 

Mr Dear Sir: — Permit me, through 
you, to acknowledge the many obligations 
that the 6th Michigan H. A. are under to 
the Sanitary Commission for the many vege- 
tables and delicacies that you have so kindly 
. furnished them with. Had it not been for 
the instrumentality of this Commission, I 
have no doubt that many valuable lives 
would have been sacrificed, as the health of 
tho regiment, at the time we applied to you 
for relief, was io such a deplorable condi- 
tion that they imperatively demanded vege- 
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tables and delicacies that could not be ob- 
tained through any other source, but were 
promptly furnished by you. It is indeed a 
proud satisfaction for the soldier, who has 
left the comforts and endearments of home, 
to struggle for the national existence of his 
country, to know that there are friends at 
home who are not unmindful of his welfare. 

Yours, respectfully, 

/ J. W. Mason, 

▲»UtADt Surgeon 6th Michigan H. A. 

Head-Quarters 1st N. 0. Vols., ) 
New Orleans, La., Oct . 6, 1864. / 

Dr. Geo. Blake, 

Bear Sir : — Permit me to thank you, 
and through you the Sanitary Commission, 
for your very, very generous donation to 
my regiment of ten sacks of fine onions. 
I had them divided equally amoDg the 
companies, and directed that the onions be 
pealed and sliced, and covered with quick 
vinegar. The men then are to be allowed 
a definite quantity with each dinner. If 
I can be supplied with onions, from time 
to time, I can guarantee that my men 
shall be exempt from scurvy. 

Again permit me to express my deep 
obligations to you. 

Your obedient servant, 

Geo. W. Avery, 

Surgeon 1st N. O. Vol*. 



FROM LOUISVILLE. 

Louisville, Ky., December 20, 1864. 

Dr. J. S. Newberry. 

Dear Sir: — Please find enclosed, my 
report of delivery of cargo of steamer Navi- 
gator , now just returned from New Orleans. 
The trip has been very fortunate, and aside 
from the accomplishment of our main ob- 
ject, without unusual incident. 

We left Louisville Saturday morning, 
November 26, arriving at Cairo the next 
evening. Here we took on special ship- 
ments of not large amount, for Memphis 
and Vicksburg, and also a quantity of Btores 
from Jefferson Co., Iowa, and partly from 
North-western Commission, destined for 
Barrancas, Florida. At Memphis, which 
we reached on Tuesday evening, were left, 
beside the special shipment from Mr. Ship- 
man, such other supplies as the agents at 
that place deemed necessary— chiefly kraut 
and potatoes — and during the night we con- 
tinued our course, accompanied by Dr. 
Woodward. To Mr. Allen, Agent of 
Western Sanitary Commission at Helena, 



was delivered an amount of vegetables, con- 
sidcred'sufficient for an ample issue to all 
the troops at that post ; most of which was 
delivered to the different regiments while 
the boat was still lying at the levee. The 
remainder of the cargo, with the exception 
of a limited amount discharged at Vicks- 
burg, and the vegetables issued to gun-boats, 
was delivered to Dr. Blake at New Orleans. 

A larger and more general issue was made 
to the Mississippi squadron than perhaps 
ever beforo ; some slight compensation for 
the want of a Thanksgiving dinner, so 
generally furnished for their brothers in the 
East, in the same branch of the service. 

Twenty-six gun-boats, stationed at the 
different points between Osceola and the 
mouth of the Red River, received supplies. 
Many of them had never received anything 
from the Sanitary Commission before; some 
had drawn nothing for months, while those 
which had drawn more recently, had obtained 
supplies merely for their sick. Enough was 
given for the crews of all, regulated in 
amount by the previous gifts of the Com- 
mission, the number on board, and the 
facilities of the boat for keeping the articles 
on hand. 

The gift was immediately acknowledged in 
a kind and gentlemanly manner, and a high 
estimate placed upon the vegetables affect- 
ing the general health of the navy. . 

Very respectfully yours, 

Wm. A. Sutliffe. 



FROM THE VALLEY OF THE BHENAHDOAH. 

Susbidax Fuld Hospital, SiiawsikSpriko, 1 
WixcnasTsa, VA.,/)ee. 29, 1864. j 

Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, 

Dear Sir : — The last patient of the 4,141 
that have been treated here since the 24th 
of September, has to day Baid “farewell” to 
Shawnee Spring; and the last kind visitor 
from the glorious society of Unionists in the 
city, has to-day offered her services to this 
hospital, which to-morrow will be among 
“things that were.” 

It is but justice to your valuable associa- 
tion to return thanks for favors that have 
been received. The day I came here you 
personally responded to our requirements 
as liberally us your supplies would permit. 
You had the things we needed — things that 
gave comfort to our patients. Sonic days 
after the regular supplies came through the 
Medical Purveyor’s office. Since then your 
agents have been attentive to similar wants. 
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Will it be invidious for me to mention the 
names of some with whom I have had 
business? Messrs. Nathaniel Seavcr, Jr., 
E. H. Smith, J. V. Hammer, George 
Knowlton, George Russell and T. J. Cor- 
bin, have been earnest and constant in 
their endeavors to promote the cause of the 
Commission, and they have justly partici- ■ 
pated in the blessings invoked by suffering | 
patriots on the Sanitary Commission. The 
deaths haVe numbered but 248, and you 
can believe there would have been more 
but for the relief promptly given. 

But while I speak of your Agency, there 
is another which comes most vividly to 
mind. It may not be so well organized, 
nor so extensive as yours, but it is none 
the loss grand in proportion to its extent. 

I mean that company of nurses — loyalists of 
Winchester, who have suffered great losses 
by the war, yet are sacrificing their personal 
comforts that they may aid our sick and 

wounded soldiers. You know Miss G 's 

thrilling history. Was it not an honor that 
almost the last scene in this hospital should 
be the visit of such a heroine? Miss 

M remarked, when warned against 

presenting a flag to the hospital, “I’ll do it 
though the rebels kill me when they come.” 

Would it not be well to publish in your 
periodical the names of these ladies? If so, 
here are those most frequently seen in the 
hospitals : . 

Miss Harriet H. Griffith. Miss Susan 
Jolliffe, Miss Ella Brown, Miss Margaret 
Brown, Miss Lizzie Brown, Miss Flora 
Sharp, Miss Alice Sharp, Miss Mattie Shu- 
mate, Miss Rebecca Shumate, Miss Ann 
Sidwell, Miss Martha Sidwell, Miss Rebecca 
Wright, Miss Mary Jackson, Miss Julia 
Chase, Miss Darlington, Miss Dunlap, Miss 
Meniman, Miss Lucy T. Meredith, Miss 
Jennie Meredith, Miss Emma Bonham, 
Miss Emma Glen, Miss Mary Cochrane, 
Miss Rebecca Cochrang, Miss Emma Crabbe, 
Miss Mollie Hackney, Miss Sallie Diffcnder- 
fer, Miss Annie Djffenderfcr, Miss Amelia 
Maloy, Miss Rebecca Maloy, Miss Sibel 
Maloy, Miss Ella B Ginn, Mrs. John Mar- 
vin, Mrs. Catharine Burns, Mrs. Dickinson, 
Mrs. Joseph Denny, Mrs. Tripp, Mrs. 
Cooper, Miss Mariannie Griffith, Miss Anna 
Griffith. 

With best wishes for yourself and the 
Commission, 

I am your obedient servant, 

Henry Root, 

SurfroD 54th It. T I. M. 



MEMORIAL OF THE GREAT CENTRAL FAIR 
AT PHILADELPHIA. 

A very natural curiosity is felt by all 
those who hear of the wonderful results of 
the various Fairs held in aid of the Sani- 
tary Commission to know by what system 
of organization such extraordinary success 
is achieved by those in charge of these en- 
terprises. The Fairs themselves form a 
new era in the annals of benevolence, and 
their history will always be studied by those 
who seek to under>tand one of the most 
striking characteristics of the American 
people in this war. The Executive Com- 
mittee of the Great Central Fair, held in 
Philadelphia in the month of June last, 
have thought it important to lay before the 
public a complete history of the origin, 
progress and results of that most successful 
undertaking. They very naturally thought 
that it was due not merely to the labors of 
those by whom this success was obtained 
that such a record should be preserved, but 
also that it was important as an example to 
those who may come after us to explain 
how more than a million of dollars was 
raised in a few months in aid of the Sani- 
tary Commission. They entrusted the task 
of preparing such a history to Mr. Chas. 
J. SriLLE, and it has at length appeared 
in the shape of a very elegant quarto 
volume, containing more than two hundred 
pages. The book, although very beautiful 
in its mechanical execution, (in this respect 
indeed being one of the handsomest speci- 
mens of American book-making ever is- 
sued,) is a very unpretending one. It en- 
ters fully into the reasons which induced 
the managers of the Fair to undertake the 
enterprise, and explains the system of or- 
ganization adopted which was so fruitful of 
good results. As those who had charge of 
it had the benefit of the experience of other 
Fairs, they were led. to make some changes 
in the details of the organization of such a 
project, which the author of the “ History** 
claims, with apparent good reason, were 
great improvements. The book traces the 
various modes by which nearly a hundred 
distinct committees, in charge of the vari- 
ous departments, performed each their share 
in the common work, and finally succeeded 
j in fusing the scattered lays of patriotic 
sympathy into a harmonious whole. A 
deserved tribute is paid to the untiring 
energy and zeal of the great army of laborers 
employed in the work. A description of 
the buildings, whose imposing architectural 
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effect was not the least striking peculiarity 
of the Fair is given, and a detailed account 
of each separate department, containing 
articles for exhibition or sale is added. 
The various incidents of the Fair have been 
oarefully preserved in this record, and ap- 
pended to it will be found a financial state- 
ment of the result, showing that after 
November 20, 1804, the net amount re- 
alized was 81.010, 97G 08. A full list of 
all the committees occupies more than fifty 
pages of tbe volume, thus preserving, in a 
permanent form, the names of all who 
were the active workers in this great under- 
taking. 

On the whole the “ Ilistory” is a most 
fitting commemoration of tbe occasion. A 
limited edition only has been printed. Those 
who desire copies can obtain them by ad- 
dressing Mr. James K. Simon, the agent 
for the sale of the book, No. 33 South 
Sixth street, and enclosing five dollars. 

NEW ORLEANS. 

The annexed table, taken by chance, will 
give the reader some idea of tbe nature, va- 
riety and extent of the relief afforded in the 
Soldiers’ Homes. There are many details 
necessarily omitted because of want of room ; 
but it will be seen thatduringeleven months, 
10,784 soldiers and sailors, from twenty- 
three different States, have found a home in 
the far distant Gulf-city; that of these 
2,821 were discharged men who, having no 
claim upon government, would otherwise 
have been homeless; that 03,113 lodgings, 
and 197,562 meals have been given ; that 
878 sick have been treated in the hospitals 
of the Home ; that 10 have diod ; and that, 
at the option of the owners, 8104,257 have 
been kept in tbe safe, and thus wrested from 
tbe clutch of the harpies who rob the sol- 
dier and his family of his earnings. It 
will be noted and remembered that no other 
organization does, or attempts to do, this 
most practical Christian work. 

The statistics of the whole Special Relief 
Department are being collected for tbe pur- 
pose of consolidation and aggregation. The 
necessity of a uniform classification is ap- 
parent; and superintendents of Soldiers’ 
Homes, Lodges, Rests. Homes for Nurses, 
and for Soldiers' Relations, &c., conducted 
by the U. S. Sanitary Commission, are re- 
quested to furnish — if they have not already 
done so — similar statistics of the work done 
in the institutions of which they have 
charge. 
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LotHnville, Ky., by William A. Huiliffe i'A2 
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Paid and Unpaid Agents, by Re<r. J. A. Anderson... 9H 
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Four Day's Work 846 
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Women's Central Association of Relief. Supplies, 

No. 4 947 

Testimonial* 951 

Memorial of the Great Central Fair..... 953 

New Orleans 954 
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Our Canvassers. 845 
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Unitarian Traits. 945 



PROTECTIVE 

9War-<RUim gt^oriatum 

op ms 

STATE OF NEW YORK. 

OFFICE, 36 CHAMBERS STREET, 

NEW YORK. 

President. 

Liect.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Bon. Hamilton Fisk, Admiral Dupont, 

John J. Cisco, Esq., Rud. A. Witthads, Esq 
Treasurer. — Robert B. Mixtcrn, Esq. 
Directors. 



2d. To protect soldiers or taifori and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4/A. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing il. 



THE U. $. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization' were 
approved by the President of tbe United State*. 
Its present organization is as follows: 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq , New York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Maas. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 

Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, III! 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, I'eona. 

Rev. J. H. Hey wood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Charles J. Still6, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, 111. 

OFFICERS. 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 

George T. Strung, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

J. n. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 

W m. H. Van Buren, M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stille. 

HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 



Hons. E. D. Morgan, 
George Opdykb, 
Hiram Barney, 

Jas W. Beekman, 
B. Vi. Bellows, D.D., 
John Jacob Astor, 
James Brown, 

William H. Aspinwall, 
Jameb Gallatin, 



Howard Potter, 
William E. Dodge, jr., 
Theodore Roosevelt, 
Peter Cooper, 

Georoe Bancroft, , 
Daniel Lord, 

Wilson G. Hunt, 
Robert L. Stuart, 
Alfred Pell. 



Apply in person or by letter, to 

HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary , 
35 Chambers Street, New York. 



OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 



1«L To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty , 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 



The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District ol Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia." 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky." 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he wag when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail ; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 

Jfcjy-Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 

^ SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put In its charge for the sick and 
wounded at point? where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal cure and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients iu all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street. Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. II Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

DEPOTS OP DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, L). C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

U S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Ya. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 

T7. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, 111. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y 



U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 L&rned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Colnmbus, 0. 

C. S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

EAST. 

“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

“Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

“ Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

11 Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“ The Home," Baltimore, Md. 

“ Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“ Special Relief Office,” No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay. Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“ The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“ Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. It., Alexandria, Va. 

“ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“ The Home,” New Orleans, La. 

WEST. 

Soldiers' Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldiers’ Horae, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup’t. Jurats Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Horae, New Albany, corner of Main 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, 111., C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers' Horae, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Bray ton, Sup’t. Rev. J. Iloblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home. Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers' Home, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn., 
C. W. Christy, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Horae, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomas 
Butler, Superintendent. 

Soldiers' Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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BRANCH, 

No. 744 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 



Wa£ m 



BRANCH, 

No. 19 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 



'PH I LADELPHIA, 

Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 



Tha "Palmer" Arm sod Lro are row fnroUhvd for the matilatml heroes of the Army end Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extract* from official leuem from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify nutnerooa apt licaut*, 
who, In the peat, have been led to believe that the/ mu»t accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government 

8rai»R”?»-GK.vKKAL'a Offic*, 
Wabhixhtoh Citt. DC, Dec >2, ISM. 

Sir The Board of Medical Officer* aeeembTed in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
model* aubmitled ? them for an Artificial Arm. having reported *••***•• 
Lit OUMPLIAffCR WIT* TH H RBCuMMKXDATInX «»F TH B BoaRU. WHRN A BOLPIKR MAT DR*IBK TO PCROHA-sR “twa MORS 
BUtOAXT AND RXcaxelVB ABM o f PaLNER," FIFTY Poll. ARB WILL UK ALLOWED TOWARD* FAYMFRT P >R 1 HT BAM K. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-UenerRl. C? H OK a. M i, Surgeon U S.A. 

SraoaoH-GgXKRAL’e Offic*, 

W AMtiROToM ('itt. D C., Sept 'A) 1864. 

Sir:—' I n answer to yoar letter of the l«t ln*t., I era directed to Inform yon. that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently aoMtnbled in New York, to examine aample* and models of Artificial Mmh*. la oot designed 
to enpereede the recommendation of the former Board, eo far a* regard* the Limb* maxcfactcred BY Ton. 

Very respectfully, your obedient aarvaut, by order of the bargeon-Ceoeral. 

W. C. SPENCER, Awdatent Surgeon D.B. A. 

To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL. D , 744 Broadway, New York. 



The Best PALMER LEG is famished THE SOLDIER FREE 

The Best PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. 

The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT’' ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 



Apply In person, or by letter, at either of t8e offices. Address 

B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 

President American Artificial Limb Oo. 



THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM COMPANY, 

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Offloo, 81 Oodar Street, New Tort. 

Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 

TRUSTEES: 

GEORGE P: BRADFORD, Esq., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hot*. ROGER AVERILL, Dai bury, Conn. E. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 

To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than twenty productive wells, and in twelve others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of ita large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE- HALF OF ITS FAR VALUE. 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent, on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 

JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 

No. 01 Cedar Street, New York. 
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Adapted to every branch of business. 



MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., St. Jehnsbury, Vermont. 

PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 

FAIRBANKS & CO., No- 252 Broadway, Now York. 

FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, GREEN LEA F & CO.. No. 172 Lake Btreet. Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING. Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 240 Baltimore Street. Baltimore. 

Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address , on application to either of the above 

ESTABLISHED i 860 . 

486 BROADWAY and 441 BROOME. ST. 

SEWING MACHINES 

• OF TDK MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 

WHEELER .V WILSON, 

(.ROVER & RAKER, 

WILLCOS & GIRDS, • 

A. U. HOWE. 

SINGER AVI) OTHERS. 

TO RENT am. 

FOR SALE, 

At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, ami with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 

gratis, at the 

N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 

Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 

V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 

a 

486 Broadway, Up Stair*. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

MORRIS 




COMPANY, 

COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 

COBISTEB WALL &c ItT^SSAATT STS. 



Authorized Capital, - $5,000,000. 

Cash Capital, paid in,- $200,000. 

This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 

WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 

against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels -and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 

Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 



DIRECTORS. 

ID WARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 

ALBERT O. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLES, DAN'L W. TELLER, 

GEO ROE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 

J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, S. N. DERRICK, 

ROBT BOWNS, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 

EZRA NYK, B. 0. MORRIS, Ja., N. O. NIMS. 

B. C. MORRIS, President. 

WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
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F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 

-IOO H'alnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 

F. S. WINSTON, President. 

Cash 4ss<‘ls over eleven anti a halt' Millions of Dollars. 

Policies known as 44 Non-Forfeiting,” on the terms they express, on the Ten Year plan, issued by this 
Company, possess advantages in profits and rstos of premiums, greater than are offered by any other Life 
Company. 

the 

Widows’ & Orphans’ Benefit Life Ins. Co. of New York. 

LUCIUS ROBINSON. President. 

Cash Capital, $'200,000. 

Many of the Trustees and other officers of thi* Company are connected with the well-known Mutual 
Lipk Insurance Company or Nr.w York, and the intimate and amicable relations between the two 
Companies, guarantee* favorable results to Policy-holders. 

Universal Life Insurance Company of New York. 

JOHN WADSWORTH, President. 

Cash Capital, $*200,000. 

This Institution has been formed for the benefit of those who, because of Imperfect health, are unable 
to obtain policies in other eompanios. It thus meets the ease of thousands who have been turned away 
disappointed in their efforts to provide for their families, and of a still larger number who have felt it use- 
less to apply for insurance. 

Every information may bo had, on application, by letter or otherwise, to 

F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Afcont, 

400 Walnut Street, I'hllndelphl, 



Insurance against Accident by the 

TRAVELERS’ INSURANCE COMPANY, 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

CA.r*ITAIj, - 0000,000. 

JAMES G. BATTKRSON. President. 



\ 



Insurance effected in this Company against ACCIDENTS of every description. 

Yearly Policies will be issued for a Premium of 

Fifteen Dollars, 

granting Insurance to the Amount of 

Fivo Thousand Dollars 

against loss of life by any accident whatever. 

Twenty-Five Dollars 

secures a Policy for 

Five Thousand Dollars, 

together with $25 per week compensation for personal injury, incapacitating the assured from his 
ordinary business. 

Fifty Dollars Premium 

secures aeFull Policy for $10,000 and $40 per week compensation for all and every description of 
Accident. 

Policies for $500, with $3 per week compensation, can be had for $3 Premium, or any other 
sum between $500 and $10,000 at proportionate rates. 



/ 



Wffl. W. ALLEN, Agent, 

401 WALNUT STREET. 



Digitized by Google 




THE 



SANITARY COMMISSION 
BULLETIN. 



No. 34. PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 15, 1865. No. 84. 



Tun Sanitary Commission Bulletin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month , and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other , of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium t for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office , 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the Bulletin is uncertain, depending on that of the tear, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission — the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it — and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand , however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for if, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars , remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strong, G8 Wall street , New York, or No 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia ,) will 
secure its being sent to such tontributor during the remainder of the current year , unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 



NEW ORLEANS 

EXTRACT OP REPORT TO J. FOSTER JEN- 
KINS, M.D., OEN. SEC. U. 8. SAN. COM., 
BY DR. GEORGE A. BLAKE. 

All the work of the Commission may 
properly be called Relief Work, still, I can 
better present to your mind our entire work 
by classification into departments, vis. 
Supply, Relief, Special Relief, and Pension, 
Back-Pay, and Bounty. This classification 
is not perfect, because no Department is 
entirely independent of the others. The 
Supply Department furnishes material that 
affords relief, while Special Relief and Pen- 
sion Departments work together in ascer- 
taining and obtaining back-pay, bounty and 
pension for the worn out soldier and his re- 
latives. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

Supplies have been furnished this De- 
partment irom New York and Louisville. 
Prcsh vegetables, sauerkraut, and pickles, 
constitute the bulk of our receipts from 
Louisville, while trom New York we have 
received bedding, wearing apparel, station- 
ery. hospitaj food, delicacies, &c., &c. 

The Department of tbo Gulf being so far 
removed, and completely isolated from the 
central office, it has been impossible always 
to signify our wants and have them filled ut 
Vol. 1. No. 34 67 



once by requisition, consequently consider- 
able latitude has been allowed in the pur- 
chase of supplies for special particular 
emergencies. 

The distribution of our supplies to the 
troops, and those sick iu hospital at the 
principal posts, has been made by our own 
agents ; Mr. Boltwood, representing the 
Commission at Baton Rogue, Port Hudson, 
and Morgansia ; Mr. Miller, at Forts Gaines 
and Morgan ; and Mr. Stevens at Barran- 
cas, Fla. Tho demand on us for supplies 
has been increased by the fact that the 
troops have not been paid for several months. 
The regulations provide that every sol- 
dier shall be furnished with clothing, but 
his descriptive roll mnst be accessible, that 
entry can be made and relieve the officer 
delivering the property from all responsi- 
bility. But suppose a case, and many such 
have been presented to our notice. 

Descriptive List — where the Commission is 
particular ly useful in supplying cloth- 
ing , and how tile men would of necessity 
suffer hut for its interposition. 

A private iu a regiment from New York 
is captured westof the Mississippi River, and 
confined in Texas several months, during 
which he is stripped, robbed of everything, 
and finally is received by our authorities, 
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tive, tlie yeoman service which our Relief 
Corps has rendered thus far in a campaign 
in which, perhaps more than in any other 
of the war, not only the comfort, but the 
salvation, of our sick and wounded depended 
oil the extraneous Relief of the Sanitary 
Commission at the right time and the right 
place. The railroad construction has pro- 
gressed pari passu with the army, but five 
or seven miles in the rear. Our chief sup- 
ply tent was at the terminus of the railroad 
iu season *to receive, and shelter, and pro- 
vide for the first instalment of the wounded 
from the battle field; while our Relief 
agents were extending the needed relief to 
the field hospitals along our exteuded battle 
line. The reconstruction of the railroad, 
employing an army of two thousand con- 
structionists, building wharves and depots, 
laying tracks and transporting material 
therefor, has been goiug on at the same 
time with the transportation of thirty thou- 
sand troops, with all the impedimenta of 
modern warfare, directly into the enemy’s 
country, equipped and appointed for an im- 
mediate battle with an army of the enemy 
equal in numbers. Yet all this herculeau 
work has been done with four wheezy en- 
gines nud a correspondingly insufficient pro- 
vision of truck and box cars. I question 
whether such a brilliant feat of railroading, 
all tliiugs considered, has ever been accom- 
plished since the commencement of this 
war, of which railroading has been such a 
novel and important military element. It 
is a railroad victory which adds as much 
lustre to the genius and energy of Colonel 
Wright and Mr. Van Dyne, as does the 
battle of Kinston to the military reputation 
of our successful generals. These allusions 
would be episodical, were they not intended 
to draw your attention to the long intervals 
which must necessarily happen between the 
arrivals of trains on a road so illy provided 
with rolling stock, and so enormously taxed 
beyond its reasonable capaoity. A long 
line of railroad, constantly advancing its 
terminus into a wild and swampy country, 
where our sick nnd wouuded must meet it 
at unheralded hours, and await on the damp 
ground, through rain and shine, or enve- 
loped in the swamp fogs of the chilly nights, 
with only the little covering and scanty 
comforts that could be brought for six miles 
over horrible roads, in overloaded ambu- 
lances, lrorn destitute field hospitals and 
uwait, through these cheerless hours, the 
uufrequent trains. We have had floods of 



rain ; and an ambulance travelling over the 
deeply gullied roads would tux the endu- 
rance of well men. You can imagine, then, 
the condition of our sick and wounded after 
six miles of such rough jolting; and you 
can imagine, perhaps better than lean de- 
scribe, t he full measure of their satisfaction, 
when, instead of being dumped on the cold, 
wet ground, to await, chilled and hungry, 
the arrival of the cars, they found, ready for 
their reception, our spacious tents, embla- 
zoned in front, so that “ he that runs may 
read,” with the full name of our glorious 
old Commission, and provided within with 
every comfort for the outer and the inner 
man. Soft beds of quilts, laid on clean 
straw — warm blankets — rich soups, with 
Boston crackers — hot coffee and tea, gentle 
attendance and good cheer, and the assurance 
of the same comforts being transferred to 
the cars for their transportation to Newbern. 
The luxury of being the instrument in af- 
fording such relief was new to my brother, 
and to some of the improvised corps of as- 
sistants, and stimulated them to exertions 
too strained and continuous for their own 
safety ; so that I have relieved them in a 
measure, by forwarding, in charge of sup- 
plies, the volunteer but temporary aid of 
Several young gentlemen in the Department, 
whose truthful natures and warm sympa- 
thies I had learned by previous acquaint- 
ance to appreciate. The number and cha- 
racter of these offers from young meu long 
associated with this Department in military 
and civil positions, and their proffered wil- 
lingness to serve the Commission at the 
front, at the very time when the drizzling 
spring rains and the booming of the distant 
cannon told them plainly that such a cam- 
paign was no child’s play, have illustrated, 
with gratifying clearness, the deep hold 
which the Sanitary Commission has already 
gained on the affections of the generous 
ouths of our land, whose characters are 
eing moulded on the gigantic occurrences 
now transpiring, and forming the history of 
their country. I had anticipated the usual 
proffer of buttle-ficld aid from “ our friends 
over the way” of the Christian Commission, 
as in days gone by. I had received in- 
structions to accept such proffered aid on 
the field, and to supply and treat the dele- 
gates as our own Relief agents ; and my ex- 
perience in South Carolina, and in previous 
campaigns in this Department, had led me 
to place a high estimate on the value of 
such relief aid; and I had instructed iny 
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brother, if such relief was preferred to ac- 
cept and treat it in accordance with the es- 
timate 1 had entertained of its value. No 
proffer, however, was made by the delegates 
of the Christian Commission, though several 
of them were here, and several new oues 
appeared on the ground about the time and 
since oar active campaign began. 1 under- 
stand from one of their number, that seve- 
ral of the new ones left, during the week of 
the fight, for other localities, as Wilmington 
and Plymouth, &c. None of them, how- 
ever, were on the field, nor have been to 
the front; unless I except a quasi dele- 
gate, who appeared after the fight, penny- 
a-liniag items for the local newspaper. This 
avoidance of,the field, at the time of active 
operations, and when our soldiers are 
breasting the deadly fire of the enemy, leads 
me to suppose there may have been some 
change in the programme of the Christian 
Commission, of which, from my long ab- 
sence from our northern centres of action, I 
have not been made aware. From pre- 
vious experience, I had reckoned on their 
Qo-operation, and its failure compelled me, 
at a late hour, to improvise a supplementary 
Relief corps from the ardent and generous 
materials I have previously alluded to. My 
previous acquaintance with the self-denial 
and usefulness of the delegates of the Chris- 
tian Commission at such times as these, would 
lead me to think any such fundamental 
change in the objects of their mission an 
unfortunate one, as I cannot see any corre- 
sponding compensation to the service. 

I returned from the front on Wednesday, 
the 15lh, leaving our Sanitary depot and 
corps at Dow’s Station, then the terminus 
of the railroad, about 8tnilcs from Kinston, 
and from which point our stores- radiated to 
the different hospitals and encampments of 
our large army-. The corps and division 
wagons were constantly arriving at and de- 
parting from that point with army stores, 
and every facility for transportation was 
furnished u^. From the moment of the 
arrival of our stores and the establishment 
of the Sanitary depot where the hospital 
trains must meet the terminus of the rail- 
road, an order was issued from the head- 
quarters of General Palmer to the Quarter- 
masters of his division to iurnish all the 
transportation we might need in forward- 
ing our relief to any portion of the field. 
Our Depot has kept pace with the rail- 
road. It has been a moving hospital, meet- 
ing the sick and wounded always at the 



point where the long weary hours of de- 
tention would have been painful and dreary 
but for the comforts provided for them by 
the agents of our Commission there. The 
long list of wounded which I have for- 
warded you were all the recipients of our 
care at that point, and their railroad wants 
provided for until they should arrive at the 
doors of the general hospital in Newberu. 

I spent one day in visiting the Division 
headquarters along the extensive line of 
our new position, and the hospitals in the 
field, witnessing the elation of our gallant 
troops, and the burial of a multitude of rebel 
hopes. 

The earthworks thrown up by our troops 
under fire, and begun with the use of tin 
cups and shingles, instead of the pick-axe 
and spade, are a wonderful monument of the 
dariug and efficiency of our veteran troops. 
Though the work of a couple of hours, they 
are as extensive and strong as the original 
defences of Newbem* on which the rebels 
had labored for weeks. This was especially 
observant on the right of our line, in front 
of the old 9th New Jersey, of Burnside 
fame, and the 132d New York, whose valor 
has so often and so stubbornly held our 
outposts against the assaults of the enemy. 
These regiments, with the rest of the divi- 
sion of General Palmer, held the extreme 
right of our line, which the enemy assailed 
vigorously .on the first day’s fight, with 
their heavy artillery in exact range of the 
Division Headquarters, but relinquished 
the attack for the desperate onset they made 
on the left, in which they were at last so 
severely punished. 

Our sanitary stores had reached the Di- 
vision in quantity, and were stacked under 
guard. Sir. Perry, our Relief Agent, did 
some hard horse-back riding, and severe and 
prolonged labors, in conducting our wagons 
over miles of muddy and deeply gullied and 
rough corduroy roads. I saw tho captains of 
two companies of cavalry, long celebrated in 
this Department for their vigor and daring, 
now, when under orders to move forward, 
appeal to these stores for vegetables for 
tbeir men, and themselves count out the 
onions, that they might be sure every mau 
should get one. These vegetables are more 
prixed at such a time by these men than 
would be the choicest tropical fruits. 

Ou the advance of the army from the 
battle field, [ accompanied it to Kinston, 
passing one night at the new encampment 
opposite the town, and in the morning visit- 
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ing the town itself. The rebel works on 
both sides of the river are of the strongest 
description of earth works, and well manned 
would have presented a formidable obstacle 
to our advance; but our stout lighting in 
front, and the fear of danger in their rear, 
compelled them to abandon these works. 

I returned to Newberu via “ Dover Sta- 
tion,” to which point our depot had ad- 
vanced, and alter a splashing ride of ten 
miles on horseback, as many mote by cars, 
three miles on foot, and five on a hand-car, 
arrived here at dusk. Crowds of soldiers 
have been passing up to the front, and every- 
thing indicates operations on a large scale. 

I received a telegram from Dr. Agnew on 
my return, and took the first train for More- 
head City, where 1 met him on the trans- 
port steamer Cluute, with a full cargo of 
stores for the Commission. The limited 
capacity of the railroad, already overtaxed, 
forbade the landing of stores at the wharf. 
Dr. Agnew placed such stores as we needed 
here on board a provisionary schooner, some 
four or five hundred barrels in bulk, which 
I have made arrangements to transport 
to Newborn by water. The next day Dr. 
Agnew took the rest of the steamer’s cargo 
to Wilmington, for the relief of our liberated 
Union prisoners, and on his return will dis- 
charge what may remain at Morehead for 
the campaign on this line. 

I was at Wilmington the day after its 
eapture, haviug run down with Generals 
Palmer and Carter and staffs; I met the 
Sanitary Agent, Mr. Foster, there, preparing 
for a depot of reception, but at the time 
destitute ol supplies. I should have advised 
the sending what few stores could then have 
been spared from this point, had not Mr. 
Foster informed me that he hud eleven days 
before, made full requisitions on the central 
depot at New York, and was daily expect- 
ing ample stores. The condition ol such of 
our returned prisoners as I then saw was 
pitiable beyond expression, and the evidences 
of the barbarity of the rebel leaders was 
most damnable. 3 be filth, squalor, emaci- 
ation, idiocy, and insanity of those who sur- 
vived their infernal treatment, prepared me 
to witness the sight of the charred remains 
of those whom the rebels burned on evacua- 
ting the city ; telling the poor, bed-ridden 
victims of their cruelty “if they would not 
get out and follow their army, they would 
tcorch them out,” and carried out their 
devilish threat by setting fire to one end of 
the building 1 



Headocarterb U S. San. Con. ix tbk \ 
Field, six miles from Cove Creee, N C., V 
Marth 11, 1805. ) 

I have just returned from a visit to the 
Division Hospital at the front. I started 
in advance of an army wagon, furnished me 
by the Chief Quartermaster, which I loaded 
with stores for the front from our depot at 
this station. 1 arrived at the hospital, nine 
miles from this station, at about 3 o'clock 
this p.m. A portion of the road being 
almost impassible for man or beast, and so 
I spent a longer portiuu of the day on the 
road than I otherwise would ; but I met 
Dr. Rice at the hospital, and found him 
making his preparations for breaking up 
his hospital at that point, and preparing lor 
a forward movement toward Kinston. I 
learned that the rebels had burnt their iron 
clad ram and the bridge across the Neuse 
river at Kinston ; uIbo that they were re- 
treating toward Goldsboro’. They retreat- 
ed from our front, taking only such of their 
wounded as they thought likely to survive 
their injuries, leaving the worst cases and 
the dead for our forces to bury and other- 
wise care for. On my return to camp I 
found that Mr. Perry had obtained the en- 
closed list of wounded men from the front, 
whom he had cared for and seen properly 
and comfortably provided with blankets, 
uud had a rich beef soup made of the beef 
stock furnished by the Commission, and 
every one had a tin enpful before being 
placed on the cars, after which he gave each 
one a cup of hot coffee and crackers. I also 
called on my return from the front at the 
hospital at Gum Swamp, where I found 
Dr. Weaver in charge, having seven wound- 
ed mcD from the front, and wishing for 
some relief, which was afforded him imme- 
diately, as he came to the depot, and I 
supplied his immediate ifants from the 
stores of the Commission. To-night I go 
to bed for the first time since I came out, 
here before two o’clock at night. 

Head Qoartebs U. S. Sax. Com., in the V 
Field, 6 miles from Cote Creee, N. C., > 
March 12, 1885. j 

I wrote to you yesterday morning, quite 
early, a hasty note, which I forwarded by 
Dr. Wilson, Assistant Surgeon, 123d Indi- 
ana Vols., in charge of about thirty wounded 
and some 20 sick soldiers from the front. 

1 had on that day visited, in company 
with Captain Kimball, Chief Quartermaster, 
the headquarters of General Palmer, which 
is at tho right of the line of defences. W e 
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left oar depot at 10 o’clock in the fore- 
noon, and arrived at headquarters about 12 
noon. Wo heard heavy firing all the time, 
and on arriving near, we learned that the 
rebels, under Hoke, had made a desperate 
attempt to flank the left of the line of Gen- 
eral Palmer’s Division, but were repulsed 
with, a severe loss in killed and wounded, 
and a few hundred prisoners, including one 
Lieutenant Colonel, and one of General 
Hoke’s aid-de-camps. 

While at headqnarters a conrrier arrived 
with a message from General Cox, com- 
manding the 1st Division of the 23d Army 
Corps, saying that cdhriers had arrived at 
his (Cox’s) headquarters, bringing intelli- 
gence from General Conch, commanding 2d 
Division of the 23d Corps, that he was at 
that time at Beaver Dam, moving from Wil- 
mington on to Kinston. This intelligence 
was received with a hearty welcome, and 
doubled the assurance of the capture or 
annihilation of the rebel force so desperately 
struggling to break through our lines, if 
they did not retreat. 

I learned also that our loss during the 
day in killed and wounded, was not near 
as much as that of the enemy. The force 
opposed to us on our front, amounted to 
about 20,000, commanded by the rebel Gen- 
erals Hoke, D. H Hill, and S. P. Lee, well 
known in this region from his having made 
several unsuccessful attempts to drive the 
“ hated Yankees” from Newbern. Seven 
consecutive charges were made on the forti- 
fications at the right of the line, commanded 
by General Palmer Every attack was re- 
pulsed with as much determination as it was 
made, and the rebels were obliged to re- 
treat. At the last attack a portion of one 
rebel brigade was captured by our forces, 
which will partly compensate for the loss of 
one regiment, captured by them yesterday 
forenoon, that is as far as numbers of pris- 
oners are concerned. 

I also visited the division hospital, with 
Dr. P. B. Bice, the Division Surgeon. I 
met here Dr. Whitney, of the 18th Wiscon- 
sin Vols., and I Ire. Whittier, 23d Mass. 
Vul8., Holcomb, Surgeon, and Cowles, As- 
sistant Surgeon 15th Conn. Vols., busily at- 
tending to the wounded as fast as they were 
brought in from the field of action. 

Here I obtained from Dr. Rice a memor- 
andum of what stores he was in pressing 
need ; and as transportation is very limited 
to the front, and the roads in such a con- 
dition as to enable but about 1,200 or 1,500 



lbs of stores to be transported by one six 
mule team, I made the assortment to com- 
prise the greatest variety possible, as you 
will see by a memorandum copy of the issues 
of to-day. which I send you, as follows : — 
100 handkerchiefs, 50 towels, 120 pairs 
socks, 96 cans condensed milk, 48 lbs. fari- 
na, 40 corn starch, 60 tomatoes, 60 beef- 
stock, 1 bbl. dried apples, 25 lbs. white 
sugar, l'box lint, 1 bed tick, 1 bbl. old 
linen, 21 btls whiskey, 2 bbls. crackers, 1 
bbl. onions. Captain Kimball, Chief Quar- 
termaster of this division, has promised me 
one army wagon to-morrow morning, which 
I shall load and Bend forward, and see that 
they reach their destination as soon as 
possible. 

At 10 o'clock, P M., I sent Mr. Perry with 
relief supplies to the division hospital at 
“Gum Swamp,” 5 miles further up the road. 

I have thus far obtained all the names of 
tho wounded sent to this station, except 
some who have been sent to the general hos- 
pital at Newborn, via the county road to 
Cove Creek, in ambulances, passing a mile 
or more at the right of this station, and at 
times when I have not been apprised of the* 
fact until too late to get the names ; at any 
rate, 1 have sent you nearly all the names 
thus far of the wounded, to this date ; with 
the nature and region of the wound, and 
the missile with which it was inflicted. 

I have also attended to the placing these 
men on the cars, and supplying themwith the 
necessary articles for their comfort during 
the transportation to Newbern general hos- 
pital ; and many have been the heartfelt ex- 
pressions of gratitude towards the Commis- 
sion for the attention paid to them in their 
suffering. I have made long day’s work 
for the time I have been here. Last night 
I was among the wouuded all night, going 
to bed about 3 o’clock this morning; so it 
has been all along. I am not unwilling to 
sacrifice my own comfort for the relief of 
our gallant boys, who have fought so bravely 
and been the unfortunate ones to stop the 
deadly bullet of the rebel minions. 

I shall write to you again to-morrow eve- 
ning, and give you all the particulars I can 
obtain of the condition of affairs here and at 
the front. , 

This morning comes out clear and cool. 
The first pleasant day from the time that 
we established our depot at this point. I 
have called on the Quartermaster of the 1st 
Division of the 233 Army Corps, and made 
arrangements to send a load of sanitary 
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stores to Dr. Spurrier, Surgeon-in -Charge 
of that division. 

1 have visited the Division Hospital, 1st 
Division, District of Beaufort, at Gum 
Swamp, and furnished them with relief from 
our stores. Dr. Weaver, the Surgeon-in- 
C liarge, has since called at our depot, and 
says he shall send all the wounded forward 
to-night to this station, to he sent to the 
general hospital at Newbern, and I have had 
made provision for their accommodation 
under shelter, until they can be forwarded. 

We have heard some artillery firing in 
the direction of Kinston, at intervals during 
the forenoon, aud couriers who arrive from 
the front, say that the rebels have destroyed 
a portion of the bridge across the river at 
Kinston, and are retreating towards Golds- 
boro', destroying the ruilroad as they go. \ 

I also learn that General Couch's Divi- 
sion of the 23d Army Corps, from Wilming- 
ton, has formed a junction with the left of 
our line, in the rear of Kinston. 

This forenooij, 2(50 rebel prisoners in- 
cluding one Lieutenant Colonel, aud several 
other officers, were brought here under a 
•strong guard from the front, to be taken to 
Newbern by railroad. Your visit to our 
station to-day, gave you the opportunity of 
seeing the condition of affairs at our depot. 

I have to-night, at 1 1 o'clock, received a 
communication from Dr. Weaver, asking me 
to aid him in getting the wuunded from 
Gum Swamp Station to Newbern general 
hospital ; I have seen the conductor of the 
train, and he has promised to stop a car at a 
point three miles this side of the Swamp, 
aud have them taken on and forwarded. 

These wouuded men, some 12 or 13 in 
all, have twice been started for this station 
in ambulances, but owing to the bad con- 
dition of the roads, were unable to proceed, 
and returned to the hospital ; but to-night 
they have come from the main road across 
a new road to the railroad, at which point 
I have made arrangements to take them on 
the cars. 

The addition of Mr. Rand to our present 
relief corps, in the field, has come just in 
tho right time, as Mr. Perry and I have 
been taxed pretty severely, having been at 
work day and night for three days, and his 
arrival relieved us of a portion of the duty. 

March 13, 1 o'clock , A.M. 

The cars have just arrived from Newbern, 
heavily loaded with rations and pontoon 
bridges. I have seen the conductor, and 



made arrangement to take these men on 
the tram, as they return to Niwberu. At 
5 o’clock the train started down the track, 
and when they arrived at our depot 1 sup- 
plied them with relief, and having had them 
all comfortably arranged in the cars, and 
seen them start off, properly cared for, and 
under the charge of Acting Hospital Stew- 
ard , of tho 132d N. i. Vols., I went 

to our tent and laydown for an hour or two; 
after this short rest, I procured a six mule 
team from the quarter- master, and loaded 
it with an assortment of sanitary stores, and 
sent Mr. Perry in charge of it to the 1st 
Division, 23d Army djorps, Dr. Spurrier 
Surgeon-in-Charge. He left our depot at 
11 o'clock, A.M. During the remainder of 
the day 1 was at the depot, making arrange- 
ments to move the tent and stores five miles 
further up the ruilroad, to Dovor Station, 
and issuing a few minor articles of relief 
such as paper, envelopes, socks, shirts, Ac , 
to some of the sick in the field relief hos- 
pital at this station. During the day I had 
some 100 letters left with me at the tent, 
to forward by mail, and as we have no mail 
carrier at this station, will it not be possi- 
ble to make some arrangement by which we 
can have a mail-bag left with us each day, 
and forward these soldiers’ letters to New- 
bern postoffice each day, as they accumulate. 
1 think it will be a much needed service 
rendered by the Commission if it cun be so 
arranged. 

I have this evening made preparations, 
and packed our stores ready to strike the 
tent for removal just as soon as we can ob- 
tain transportation, which our quartermas- 
ter at this station informs me will be to- 
night or to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Perry returned from the front at 11 
o'clock, P.M., having walked some 12 miles, 
there being no means of transportation He 
says that the division at the frout will ad- 
vance to-morrow morning some five miles 
hearer to Kinston, to await tho arrival of the 
pontoon train, aud then cross the Neuse at 
some point near, and occupy Kinston. 

Hkadouahthrs U. S. Sam. Com. t 

in tse Fi«u>, Dover Station, Jt. C. > 
March 14, 18G5. j 

I have, as you will see, by the date of 
this letter, removed our depot somo three 
miles nearer to the front; this being the 
terminus of the railroad to-day. * 

I took down our tent, aud with the assist- 
ance of men from the quartermaster’s 
guard, placed all our stores on the cars by 
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12 o’clock, M /, when the train was backed 
six miles down the track to Cove Creek to 
obtain water for the engine, which being 
rather a slow process, we were at 3 o’clock 
again under headway for our new position 
at this station, where we arrived at five 
o'clock, p.M. 

While Mr. Perry superintended the dis- 
charging of tbe storos from the cars, I pro- 
ceeded to find a location in which to again 
set our tent which should he conrcniont to 
transportation, both by railroad and wagons. 
Having found a good locution I had the 
tent set and the goods stowed away inside. 
Fortunately we had a fine day, and although 
it was well along into the evening, we suc- 
ceeded in storing everything at about dark. 

On ray arrival at this station I found an 
ambulanee train loaded with the wounded, 
sent in here this forenoon, with about eighty 
•Wounded soldiers from the Front Division 
Hospital 1st Div. 23d A. C. There were 
many very severely wounded cases among 
them, and as they had nothing to eat since 
morning, I immediately took a barrel of 
crackers from the cars and distributed them 
among all. This done, I consulted the sur- 
cons in charge of them, Dr. Wilson, 123d 
nd., and Dr. Garwood, as to what relief we 
could furnish to these men from the stores 
of the Commission. I learned from them 
that the most immediate waut*was blankets 
and stimulants while on the cars between 
here and Newbern, whither they were being 
taken to the General Hospital. As the men 
were placed on the cars each one was sup- 
plied with an extra blanket. I also seut 
candles, lanterns and stimulants to the sur- 
geons to use in the transportation to New- 
bern, and when the cars left the station all 
were provided for and made comfortable. 

Just before the cars left I learned that 
there were several very siok men from the 
3d Div. (Couch’s) of the 23d A C-, who had 
been sent in from the front and placed in an 
old house near our quarters. I immediately 
went to the house, and there I found twenty- 
three men, lying on the floor, some without 
and some with blankets, without any attend- 
ant whatever. They told me that they were 
left there this forenoon, and some of them 
bad nothing to eat or drink since they left 
their hospital this morning. I went to our 
tent, had some hot coffee prepared for them, 
and took a pailful of crackers and carried 
them to these men, also took blankets to 
cover those who had none. I found here 
one case of measles, three very sick of 



typhoid fever, two who wore completely 
paralyzod and unable to even turn over 
without help, and the remainder were cases 
of remittent fever and diarrhoea or rheuma- 
tism. I had them all properly cared for ac- 
cording to my best judgment, and left them 
to sleep or rest, intending to call at 1 1 o’clock 
and see them again before 1 went to bed, as 
I did, when I found some sleeping quietly, 
while others too sick to rest or sleep on so 
hard a bed without some medical assistance 
or medicine. 1 again supplied them with 
good drinking water, and fixed each one 
anew in his bed, and bade them good night, 
promising to see them early in the morning, 
and to make arrangements to send them to 
Newbern by the first train of cars. This 
quieted their fears of being left here to take 
care of themselves; and they all thanked 
me for my attention to them, and seemed to 
feel as though they had one friend, (the San- 
itary Commission), so I heard one of them 
say. 

I went to our tent, and had just layed 
down when I heard soni# one oall at our 
door, to know if we were all asleep. 

I turned out and found it was Assistant 
Surgeon Platt, of the 140th Ohio Volun- 
teers, who had been detailed to come in 
from the front to attend to these poor fel- 
lows, and ship them to Newbern imme- 
diately. He thanked me very kindly in 
the name of his Divisiou Surgeon for the 
attention 1 had paid to them, and after 
going with him again through this houso 
aud learning that nothing more could be 
done for them at preseut .than I had al- 
ready done, I left him, and went to bed at 
nearly 1 o’clock on the morning of March 
loth. | 

Headijcart*rs P. S. San. Cob. is tbk Fiild, 1 
at Dote* Station, sear Kinston, V 

March 15, 1865. J 

This morning is clear and fine. I have 
been engaged in assorting our stores and 
arranging them in our tent. 1 also have 
had a rich soup made for the sick men 
spoken of in my letter of last night. I also 
had each man furnished with soap, towels 
and water, or bad them washed, aud gave 
them a clean suit of under-clothing, after 
which they all seemed to feel very much 
better, and were ready to bu put on the cars 
for transportation to the General Hospital 
at Newbern. 

During the forenoon, Chaplain Bayles, i 
of 10th Kentucky Vols., in charge of the 
Corps Hospital 3d Div. 23d A. 0., to which 
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these men belong, called at the tent, having 
ooming in on purpose for sanitary stores, 
and on learning what I bad done for these 
men, he thanked me very kindly in behalf 
of the Division Surgeon, as well as the 
whole command, saying that he did not 
know what would have become of the poor 
fellows, had they not been relieved by the 
attentions of the previous evening. He also 
expressed his highest appreciation of the 
Sanitary Commission, and has offered to 
assist me in obtaining transportation to the 
front, by volunteering the services of his 
train of hospital wagons under his command. 
I shall try and secure this opportunity to 
push forward to Kinston immediately. 

I have sent a few stores to the 2d Brigade 
of the 1st Division ; also, have been able to 
supply some relief to the needy at this 
station. 

The sick were all sent to Newbern this 
evening ; a list of which I forwarded in my 
letter of yesterday. 

A wounded man from Capt. Graham’s 
company arrived *at the tent just at dark, 
he was dumped on the railroad about a mile 
from here by the ambulance driver, and 
obliged to walk here. I received a telegram 
from Dr. Rice to look out for him and put 
a bandage on his wound, which 1 did and 
kept him in the tent until the care left. 
He seemed to suffer some pain from having 
to walk bo long a distance to this station 
on the railroad. 

The wounded man referred to is now in 
the General Hospital herein Newbern, and 
is doing well. J. W. P. 



WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF. 

MONTHLY REPORT — NO. X. 

Our report for the month of March is 239 
packages received, 470 packages distribu- 
ted. Of these there have been sent to City 
Point, for the armies operating against Rich- 
mond, 357 packages ; to Norfolk, Va., 24 
packages; to Washington, 1; Newberu, N. 
C., 10 ; Beaufort, S. 0., 39 ; New Orleans, 
21 ; Portsmouth Grove, R. L, 1 ; U. S. 
Navy, 1 ; five hospitals in and near New 
York city, 15; “ Special Relief,” 1. 

Siuce we last wrote, we have to congratu- 
late our friends upon the capture of Rich- 
mond — the capitol of the late Southern 
Confederacy. The good news, coming to us 
yesterday, is too recent, the joy and thank- 
fulness too deep for many words, as yet. We 
meet our friends, we shake hands, we say : 



“ Yea, it is indeed good news— thank God!” 
That is all. And we try to realize what it 
means, and why it is that this victory is so 
much more to us than any other victory, 
and we look back and count over the battles 
of the four years, and remember how we felt 
after each one of them, and feer this to be 
very different from any of the others. And 
we wander off into thoughts of peace, of a 
time when there will be no more fighting, 
no more prisoners, no more anxiety, of a 
time when body and spirit can rest from the 
thought-pressure of physical suffering — how 
strange 1 

“ 1 suppose you are very busy so-day, 
sending off everything,” says a voice at our 
elbow, recalling us from dream-land to the 
practical realities — the poetical realities 
often — of No. 10 Cooper Union. “ No, not 
particularly busy just now — we were very 
busy last week and a fortnight ago, shipping, 
supplies to City Point, in anticipation of 
these battles. More than three-quarters of 
all we sent off during the past month went 
there. Here are the invoices of those con- 
signments. Naming only the most import- 
ant articles, we find 10,020 flannel shirts, 
8,129 pairs flannel drawers, 1,994 pairs 
cotton drawers, 981 pairs of socks, 282 
pillows, nearly 200 bed quilts, and 1,200 
cans lemonade. Besides these, large quan- 
tities of supplies, which we could not furn- 
ish, have been purchased and sent from the 
Central office of the Commission. This 
morning a telegram from City Points tells 
us that the store houses of the Commission 
are full, and that everything is being done 
for the wounded. It is a great relief to 
know this. Were it not for the steady work 
of the Soldiers' Aid Societies, working, as 
they do, month in and month out, with or 
without any special excitement, we could 
never have been so prepared for this emer- 
gency, could never have had these supplies 
on the very spot, and at the very moment 
when they are so much needed” “And 
what is your work for this week ?” “ Our 

receipts will be larger than usual, they al- 
ways are after a battle, and wc are thankful 
that it is so. They will keep us busy. We 
shall also, most probably, make large ship- 
ments, but whether to go up the James River 
to Richmond, or to some point on the coast 
for Sherman’s army, we do not know — have 
not yet received the requisition from the 
Central office.” 

You may have noticed that our distribu- 
tions for both February and March largely 
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exceed the receipts for those two months. 
Owing to the comparative inactivity last 
winter of the armies at the East, wj were 
able to accumulate a large stock on hand, 
and it is this reserve stock wo are now draw- 
ing upon, and which enables us to meet the 
very heavy demands for this spring's cam- 
paign. 

How much longer the need for our efforts 
may continue, we do not yet know. We 
do know that when the time comes for us 
to stop working, the Commission will ap- 
prise us. Until then we hope the work 
will not be allowed to -slacken. 

For the Committee on Correspondence. 

Louisa Lee Schuyler, 

Chains An. 

Nssr Yobs, 7 Coopbb Union, 1 
April 4, 1865. / 

A WEES IN ANNAPOLIS. 

Extract t from the Journal of Mrs. U- , 

Visiting the Prisoners. 

Annapolis, March 25. 

My Dear Mrs. Q. : — The few days we 
have been here we have been fully occupied 
in acting as “ Hospital Visitors.” Perhaps a 
few incidents, taken from the daily entries 
in my note book, may give you a better in- 
sight into our work. 

The very first thing that attracted our 
notice, the morning after our arrival, was a 
train of ambulances passing the San. Com. 
office, carrying the dead to the cemetery. 
We followed on after them, the bodies in 
the first and last ambulance are covered with 
the flag, under whose folds they have so 
often battled bravely. The ambnlances, 
the guard following the procession, carrying 
19 coffins moved on into the Soldiers’ 
Cemetery, and there, with the burial-service 
said for all, we saw them laid to rest. 

It seems to me but right, that on each 
prisoner’s head-board should be inscribed, 
“ Starved to Death that in time to 
come, Southern chivalry may see and know 
what they have done. 

The remainder of that day we spent at 
St. John's College Hospital. In the 1st 
ward we found an old gentleman from Ohio, 
watching by the bedside of his only child, 
the last of six, as he said. The rebels cap- 
tured and murdered his other sons the past 
summer, and this one was all he had. The 
boy, though starved, is doing well, probably 
may live. 

In the last arrival came a skeleton-look- 
ing boy who seemed to grieve sadly over 



his younger brother, who died before reach- 
ing the cars; he said they had 3 miles to 
march, his brother was too sick to walk, 
so he took him upon his back and 
carried him two miles, when he found that 
his strength was so entirely gone that he 
was obliged to lay him down to rest awhile. 
When he started again, he found ho could 
not move any further, and laid him upon 
the ground. The boy reached up towards 
him, put his arms around his neck and 
died directly, and there he was obliged to 
leave him, while he tottered on himself to 
the cars. Steward Newman, of the 5th 
Michigan cavalry, told us of a father who 
coming to look for his son, arrived two hours 
after his death I He was the last of seven 
sons, who had fallen in the service; four 
died in rebel prisons, and the fifth soon after 
he landed. 

While Newman was prisoner at Florence, 
he entered his name in three different 
squads, that he might draw rations for 3 
men, — he was so starved and desperate that 
he was willing to run the 'risk of being de- 
tected and of receiving 100 lashes, which 
he knew would be the penalty. At thanks- 
giving, the rebels found they were tunnel- 
ling out somewhere, and because they 
would not tell, gavi. them no food for eighty 
hours. - 

A little German boy had been so low with 
scurvy that his palate dropped off. At 
Anderson he laid for two days beside a dead 
man that he might draw his rations. 

Annapolis, March 27. 

The more I see of the “Sanitary Home 
and its working, the more inclined I am to 
say with a woman from Mass., “ that it is 
the best and noblest institution she ever 
heard of.” She came, a stranger, looking 
for her boy ; was aidod in her search, and 
to-day found his Bible, his father’s likeness, 
and a few other treasures, and then upon 
the record read his death on the 14th. He 
was too weak to speak plainly, and so they 
had not his name correctly, but the articles 
belonged to him, and that was enough. 

Yesterday there were two mothers here, 
mourning for their dead. One, from New 
York, had been an inmate of “The Home” 
for six months, waiting upon her wounded 
son, a returned prisoner. He was her only 
child, and yesterday, after so many weeks of 
suffering and of agony, calmly and gently 
“slept the sleep that knows no waking. ’ 
The other, an English woman, from German- 
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town, Pa., who arrived two hours after her son 
was buried, — “ ho was her only son, and 
she was a widow.” She bears it all so 
beautifully, submitting as only a Christian 
can. The whole houso is interested in her, 
and her expressions of grateful appreciation 
of the kinduess received through the Sani- 
tary Commission are most touching. 

Axnapolis “Saxitary Host," March 29. 

Yesterday I had the privilege of assisting 
in some sanitary work so very gratifying to 
mo, that I cannot but write immediately to 
tell you of it. Major Howes permitted us 
to take part in the distribution of sanitary 
articles, as they are given out at the “Col- 
lege Green Barracks.” First in order 
comes the long line of men, 1,400 in all; 
each man with his new cup, plate, knife, 
fork and spoon; they march on to the 
kitchen window, where each in turn has 
his cup filled with soup, and receives one-half 
loaf of bread, and a mess of cabbage. Some 
few would stop to taste the savory dinner 
before they wished to move ; but the guard 
or attendants in the kitchen would call out, 
“Hurry up men, double-quick 1” and the 
loiterer would be reminded that other meu 
wanted dinner ; and so they passed on in the 
same orderly manner coming up in the lineto 
the Sanitary storehouse, where was given to 
them thread, needles, combs, envelope, with 
sheet of paper nicely folded in it; 'towels, 
soap and water in abundance to be found at 
the bathing house. They all looked, and I 
have no doubt, were pleased. Many “ thank 
you’s ” were said heartily, blended often 
with more soldier-like phrases, such as 
“ that’s bully, .just what 1 was looking for;” 
aud several remarked, “ Boys, wouldn’t we 
like the rebs to see this?” “The folks do 
caro for us at home,” “ Good dessert this !” 
and so, a hurried, ofttimes merry conversa- 
tion was kept up with the moving line, 
such as “Where do you come from, Stato 
and corps?” “Old 2d of Pennsylvania.” 
“Ah! all right, that’s mine;” or, “Where 
do you belong, cavalry ?” from a lady on my 
right; if the answer 'came “ Michigan,” 
which it often did, the response would 
be, “The 1st or 5th is a brave regi- 
ment, is it not, and your General (Custer) 
just as brave?” “That he is lady,” from 
the soldier. And then the lady on my left 
would enquire, “You are a Yankee boy, I 
know?” “Yes, Boston, ma’am.” Two 
stalwart looking fellows answered to the 
query, “California;” a goodly specimen of 



the country, though now showing rebel 
care and treatment. One of our valued 
agents found a fe’w that replied “ England,” 
whom be saw in the ranks from his island 
home. In about two hours, the crowd hud 
all been supplied, and were scattered. As 
an ending to such a pleasant day’s work, I 
must give you an extract from a note which 
I have just received from the wife of the 

Assistant Adjutant General, Mrs. G , 

who was one of our party. She says : 

“ Accept my thanks for the agreeable man- 
ner in which I spent yesterday morning, 
and believe me more devotedly the friend 
of the Sanitary Commission than ever. 
Heaven prosper the noble work aud all who 
are engaged in it. Its deeds of charity are 
among the few rays of light which pierce 
the dark shadows of war. They will ever 
be a beloved memory, both to recipients and 
donors.” 

Mrs. G.’8 husband came here a prisoner, 
wearing some Sanitary clothing, which had 
reached him in his far-off prison; so she 
feels the value of this noble work. * * * 

A Maryland infautry boy, belonging to 
the 9th corps, was a prisoner eight months, 
had had a furlough, and was now back 
again ready for duty — had asked to be seut 
front, saying, “The rebels had boarded him 
eight months, and he was anxious to go 
back to settle his bill of fare.” 

Ankapolis, March ‘ d 9. 

The arrival of a boat with returned 
prisoners, is the signal for every one to rush 
to the landing; following the crowd, we 
came to the wharf just in time to see the 
unsteady column begin to move from tho 
vessel. On board, the Hospital Band is 
playing chcerfql strains of welcome, and 
they come ashore to tho sound of music. 

“ Hack to tho North where the air is free, 
liaok from tho land uf pain.” 

Tottering and feeble, bronzed and smoke- 
blackened, tangled lutir and matted beards, 
some iu rebel garb, many barefooted ami 
bareheaded, the majority clothed in shirt 
and drawers furnished by the Sanitary Com- 
mission in Wilmington, a few fortuuate 
possessors of a blanket; this is the walking 
party, but such walking. It was more than 
some of them could do to move, and so they 
gave it up, and as the line of stretcher- 
bearers followed in their wake, were added 
to the list. 

Sorry plight, for 300 bravo men to come 
from Southern care. They are martyrs for 
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the nation — patient and uucomplaining. 
They do not blatue the Government. They 
censure no one. In all the precious 
lives lost to friends and home, aud the 
wrecks of noble soldiers yet remaining, 
is not the hand of God seen? The costly 
offering was asked for and giveu, that 
the nation might be saved, and that dis- 
tant lauds might learp to what refinements of 
cruelty, SLAVERY had educated a peoplo. 

In a previous arrival, a mao was noticed 
straining his eyc3 towards the shore, and as 
they neared the wharf was among the first 
to press forward to leavfi the vessel. He 
walked along the plank, eagerly looking in 
the distance, a few feeble steps upon our 
soil, and then fell dead ; his wish gratified — 
he died at home. When taken to the Hos- 
pital they are bathed, hair aud beard trim- 
med, have clean clothes put on them, and 
are laid on good comfortable beds. When, a 
l few hours later, we saw them, we could not 
recognize the squalid crowd we had so 
lately seen. The Sanitary Commission has 
no nobler, better work curried on than this 
“Home.” From this quiet place will go 
out an influence to be felt in Slates, near 
and remote. Whoever has been here can- 
not but be a worker for tne U. S. Sanitary 
Commission. 



tressed looking set of men since the war 
began, than those now coming in from An- 
dersonville. Many are dying on the way, 
and others are just able to get into what 
they call “God’s country” to die. Six 
were buriod at Black River, Inst evening, 
aud two more died on the cars, coming in 
from there. Out of a sqtiad of a hundred 
aud twenty-five that reached Black River 
yesterday morning, almost every man is 
suffering from scurvy. About five hundred 
came in from Black River this morning, 
making about forty-five hundred in all. 
Several thousand more are coming, so that 
there is no danger of our getting too many 
sanitary stores on hand here. I hope I 
shall get the goods invoiced on the 25th 
instant, soon. We need the crackers. 
Vegetables are needed very much. 

The hospital boat, R. C. Wood, is here 
loading with sick for Northern hospitals. I 
will write again soon. 

Very truly, yours, 

J. G. Brows. 



From the S*n!(*ry Reporter, March 15. 

SUPPLIES. 

The accompanying papers from some of 
tho military and medical authorities, will 
show how eager the call for vegetables is in 
the Army of the Cumberland. Tho Com- 
mission has already sent forward large sup- 
plies of potatoes, kraut and pickles, and will 
continue to send all it can obtain from the 
contributions of auxiliary societies and by 
direct purchaso. The branches at the West 
will, no doubt, respond generously to the 
appeal made to them. 

So many new recruits are going to tho 
army, that the hospitals are beginning to 
fill up again, and all sorts of supplies will 
be most acceptable. Word comes from the 
principal distributing depots, that the wants 
of the soldiers are large and pressing, and 
that the Commission must keep up a largely 
increased stock of articles to correspond to 
the increasing numbers of troops. 

Let there be good preparation for the 
spring campaign, and let wluU it to be done, 
be done at once . ^ 

Headquarters Dkp't or the Cumberland, t 
Medical Director's OrriCK, j. 

Nashville, Tens., Feb. 28, 1885. ) 

Sir — It is represented that the troops of 
the cavalry corps, stationed at and near 
Eastport, Miss., are in need of vegetables 
and sanitary supplies of that kind. Such 



ANDERSONVILLE PRISONERS. 

Cajso, April 5, 1865. 

Dr. J. S. NEwnERRV: 

Dear Sir — Enclollcd please find copy of 
letter from Mr. Brown, giving some idea of 
the condition of our poor soldiers from An- 
dersonrille. I trust the shipments already 
made will relieve thorn until further ship- 
ments can be made. 

I have notice of a shipment from Detroit, 
also from Milwaukee, on receipt of your 
telegrams to each. 

I have, to-day, made shipment in addition 
to one made on the 2d inst. Since my last 
report to you, I have advices of two car- 
lond^, on the way from Chicago. Hope 
to be uble to keep them supplied. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

C. N. Shipman, 

Agent D. 8. S«tu. Com. 

Vicksburg, March 30, 1865. 

Mr. C. N. Shipman : 

Dear Sir — I have just received the sup- 
plies invoiced to us on the 24th inst. All 
right I Many thauks. I can assure you 
the goods are needed, and more, too. I 
doubt whether there has been a more dis- 

■v 
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as were scot gome time since were taken by 
Major General A. J. Smith’s command, en 
route to New Orleans. Will you please see 
that supplies of the kind needed are sent as 
soon as possible? 

Very resp’y, your obd’t servant, 

George E. Cooper, 

Surgeon U. R. Army Medical Director. 

Judge Root, Agent U. S. S. C., Nashville, 

Tennessee. 

Headquarters Cav. Coups, Mil. Div. Miss., 1 
Gravelly Spbinos, Ala., Feb. 16, 1865. / 

Special Orders No. 31. 

EXTRACT. 

Major Lusk, 10th Mo. cavalry, is hereby 
authorised to proceed to Louisville, Ky., on 
duty connected with the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission. Quartermaster General will 
furnish the necessary transportation on 
chartered transports. 

On completion of his business he will re- 
turn without delay to his command. 

By command of Brevet Major General 
Wilson. E. B. Beaumont, 

Major and A. A. 0. 

Headquarters Cav. Corps, Mil. Div. Miss., 1 
Ghavei.lv Springs, Ala., Feb. 17, 1865. / 

Dear Sir — The bearer hereof is Major 
Lusk, of this corps, whom I desire to in- 
troduce to you Major General Wilson has 
directed Major Lusk to proceed to Louis- 
ville for the purpose of procuring sanitary 
supplies of an anti-scorbutic character. Tho 
articles most required are potatoes, kraut 
and pickles ; clothing and stimulants we do 
not need. 

The number of troops in this region is 

about . If you can consistently give 

us a liberal supply of the articles mentioned, 
I believe much sickness will be prevented 
thereby. 

I am, sir, very resp’y, your obd’t serv’t, 
F. Salter, 

Sargson U. 8. V., And M. D. Cat. Corps. M. D. M. 

Dr. Newberry, U. S. S. C., Louisville, Ky. 

Headquarters Dep't op tbs Cumberland, v 
Msdical Dibsctob's Oppice, l 

Nashville, Tkex., March 1, J865. J 

Sir — T here are troops in and about 

Chattanooga, and in and about Knoxville, 
who are requiring sanitary* supplies — vege- 
table*. Can you make it convenient to 
furnish the same ? 

Your obedient servant, 

George E. Cooper, 

Surgeon U.* 8. V., Medical Director. 

Judge Root, Agent U. S. S C., Nashville, 

Tennessee. 



Headquarters 1st Divisiox Cavalry Corps, 1 
Wateeloo, Ala., Feb. JO, 1865. / 

Dear Sir — I am compelled by the actual 
need of vegetables in this command, to ask 
you to send us a quantity of potatoes and 
onions, if you have the supply on hand. 
Our cavalry numbers in the neighborhood 
of men, that can be reached by send- 

ing a boat to Eastport. Our division num- 
bers It you could not ship for the 

whole corps, please ship what you can for 
this division, and I will see to their distri- 
bution. We are much in want of vegeta- 
ble food, and while the command is lying 
in camp is the time to prepare our men for 
active operations, aud good health is what 
is most needed. 

Please ship to George E. Sloat, Surgeon 
in Chief 1st Division Cavalry Corps, Mili- 
tary Division, Mississippi. 

Very respectfully, your obd’t servant, 
George E. Sloat, 

Sarg«t)D In Chief let Dividon. 

Dr. J. S. Newberry, Sec. S. C., Louis- 
ville., Ky. 



From Sanitary Reporter, March IS. 

DEPARTMENTS OF THE MISSISSIPPI AND 
ARKANSAS. 

In looking over the Sanitary work in 
these departments for the past four months, 
though there have been no demands for the 
exigencies of great battles as in other de- 
partments, and therefore there is nothing to 
attract the public eye, nothing to create the 
intense interest which always concentrates 
about large numbers of wounded men ; still 
to those who examine the real demands to 
be supplied, in order to prevent disease, to 
keep up the efficiency of the army, and to 
add to the comfort of the soldiers, the work 
assumes a magnitude and an importance 
which can hardly be estimated. 

The field embraces the whole of the Mis- 
sissippi River from Cairo to New Orleans, 
and tbo State of Arkansas, with all of the 
“ homes” or “ lodges” for soldiers, -the hos- 
pitals, garrisons, camps, and troops in the 
field, and all the Naval vessels of the Mis- 
sissippi, White, and Arkansas rivers. 

There are in the department, including 
Cairo, but eight paid agents of the Commis- 
sion, viz: One Inspector, two Superintend- 
ents of homes or lodges, one Hospital Visi- 
tor, and four General Relief Agents ; at 
each station there are more or less detailed 
soldiers to assist in the work. 

During the year ending Dec. 31st, 18G1, 
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the issues from this depot, Memphis, alone 
amounted to one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars, the value being estimated at 
the wholesale cost in northern markets. 
This does not include the thousands of little 
articles contributed by individuals for the 
comfort of the soldiers, and which, though 
it is impossible to estimate their value in 
money, add much to the real value of the 
work. 

During the last four months the work has 
been more than in any of the four months 
of the year preceding, though at present 
the cash value cannot be estimated. From 
causes beyond the control of the U 8. Sani- 
tary Commission, the interior Posts'of Ar- 
kansas, such as Duvall’s Bluff, Brownsville, 
Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and Fort Smith, 
have not received the attention which was 
demanded ; but since Nov. 1, ASG4, all 
these Posts, hospitals, garrisons, and camps 
have been supplied with vegetables, both 
fresh and pickled, clothing and hospital 
supplies as the means of the Commission 
would warrant, and it is most gratifying to 
know that now there is little real suffering 
for the want of anything the Commission 
can furnish. 

The hospitals in this city, Vicksburg, 
Natches, Helena, Duvall’s Bluff, Little 
Rock, Pine Bluff, Brownsville, ahd Fort 
Smith are kept supplied, as far as transpor- 
tation can be had. Kvery naval vessel in 
the river receives a generous supply. Thou- 
sands of troops in transitu cal) at Cairo, 
Memphis, Vicksburg, and other points, and 
get clothing, vegetables dried fruit, con- 
centrated milk, stimulants, &c. 

Within the past few months the whole 
field has been thoroughly explored aud 
every hospital and garrison visited, and the 
exuet wants of each are shown. The Inspec- 
tor of the department is kept advised of the 
average number of troops at each station, 
both in the garrisons and hospitals, so that 
he can draw orders on the Commission for 
what is wanted ; and now, a trusted and 
long-tried agent of the Commission, D. B. 
Carpenter, has gone with supplies with fhe 
army operating in the extreme South. The 
friends of the Commission may rest assured 
that, so far. as their agents have the means 
at their disposal, no want shall go unsup- 
plied; and it is thankfully acknowledged 
that the supplies on hand have often been 
greater than transportation could be had 
for; still, it is bat just to say, that without 
one exception, the army Quartermasters 



have always afforded all the facilities in 
their power, and but one military com- 
mander has ever given the Commission the 
“ cold shoulder." With this one exception 
the commanders have acknowledged the 
great good done by the Commission, and 
to Major-Generals Washburn, Steel, Hurl- 
burt, and Buford, the Commissiou is deeply 
indebted for kindness skuown. 

The opening of the Spring campaign ad- 
monishes us that we have a great work to 
do the prcscut season ; but we rejoice to 
feel that we can rely with confidence on 
the people of the North. The army is theirs, 
the work is theirs, and their whole heart is 
in it. Letters of cheer are constantly com- 
ing from Boston, f^om Buffalo, from Mil- 
waukee, extreme points of our great coun- 
try — the East calls to the West, asking, 
“ What do you need One noble woman 
who has from the first been one of the most 
constant and indefatigable workers, and who 
has traveled from one end of the land to 
the other, writes, “ How can we spend our 
money to the best advantage?” The least 
we can do is to tell them where these bene- 
factions go, and assure them of the good 
accomplished. Be.nj. Woodward, 

8upt. I>#p’t. 

From lh« Clnetnaatl Gazette. 

EXPLOSION OP STEAMER ECLIPSE. 

Paducah, Kjr., Feb. 8. 

Eds. Gazette : — The undersigned having 
reoeived invaluable assistance from the 
agents of the U. S. Sanitary Commission at 
this place, during the time that the uufor- 
tunate sufferers from the explosion of the 
steamer Eclipse wore on our hands, would 
respectfully, through the medium of your 
paper, desire to return thauks to tho said 
Commission and its agents, Messrs. E. D. 
Way, L. Owen, D. C. Petty, and T. E. 
Horton. These gentlemen labored with 
unremitting ardor from early morning to 
late at night, in cooking and distributing 
coffee, soups, <fcc. , to the sick, and furnish- 
ing the surgeons with rags, bandages, towels, 
and such other neoessaries in the shape of 
dressings as we required. Twenty minutes 
after the boat temporarily used as a hospital 
steamer arrived at our wharf, they were on 
board with their cauldron of boiling coffee 
and rich soup, ready to distribute it to the 
men, many of whom had not tasted food 
since the night before. Indiana owes these 
gentlemen a debt of gratitude for the ex- 
emplary way in which they acquitted them- 
selves of their stewardship. 
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Requesting insertion for this, in order to 
show our appreciation of the Li. S. Sanitary 
Commission, we arc, 

Very respectfully yours, 

Henry W. Davib, 

£argeo n T. 8. Vol*., and Medical Director, DUt, of Western 
Kentucky. 

Sol. R. Wolff, 

• Surgeon lSl*t Ohio Vuls., Poet 8argeon. 



Knoxville, Tbxn. . March 24, 1865. 

Dr. J. 8 . Newberry : 

Kec'ry We»u»rn Department U. S. San. Com. 

Dear Sir : — As I have already notified 
you by letter and telegram, I left Chatta- 
nooga yesterday morning fora brief visit to 
this post. This scorned to be imperatively 
demanded from the fact that after starting 
two car loads of stores for Knoxville, 1 
learned by letter from Mr. Gardner, Agent 
in charge here, that he had gone on to the 
front with Gen. Gillam’s command, tojnake 
out lists of casualties, if an engagement 
should occur, lie left a young man, Wil- 
liam Lupcndon, of Co. B, 103d O. V. I., in 
charge of the rooms, who was fully, quali- 
fied for the work with the small supply of 
stores on hand ; but it was evident that an 
authorized agent should be at the post to 
give directions in regard to the goods just 
shipped. 

On reaching Knoxville, I found William 
also gone. Receiving notice of the ship- 
ment, he made preparations to receive it, 
and worked all day ou the 22d to get the 
stores to the rooms. He labored hard, and 
too hard, but seemed well, and made no 
complaint. On the morniog of the 23d, 
not appearing at breakfast, search was made 
for him, and he was found at his room on 
his cot insensible, in a moribund condition, 
and died in about thirty minutes after he 
was found. Dr. Curtiss, Medical Director, 
and other surgeons made every effort to save 
him, hut without avail. They will report, 
alter examination, on the cause of his death, 
which is yet uncertain. 

I find by a letter from his mother, left 
upon his table, that he lived at Cleveland, 
Ohio; that his pay was carefully saved and 
deposited in bank to enable him to get an 
education when the time of his enlistment 
had expired. A well worn Greek Gram- 
mar and many other evidences of his studi- 
ous habits are to be found on his table. I 
was not personally acquainted with him, but 
the surgeons and all who have met him at 



the rooms, speak in the highest terms of his 
noble and manly character. 

Under the circumstances, though needed 
at Chattanooga, I shall feel compelled to re- 
main here until Mr. Garduer returns, or the 
help from Louisville, for which I have tele- 
graphed, is received. 

This post has largely increased in im- 
portance. A large army is pushing its 
way Kastwnrd, and a large Bupply of stores 
and at least three first class men are needed 
at once ; one to stay here, receive stores, 
issue here and ship to the front ; one to re- 
main in the field, visiting the different 
commands, ascertaining their wants, and re- 
porting to the office here ;,the third to pass 
backwards and forwards upon the railroad, 
taking charge of shipments, and, perhaps, 
keeping up a depot at the terminal station. 

Although particularly interested in the 
post of Chattanooga, as it is specially under 
my ‘charge, 1 feel constrained to report that 
this depot needs, and probably for some 
time will need, a larger supply of sanitary 
stores than that. It seems to me, also, 
that it is of more importance than ever 
before, that there should be some one man 
in the field, who can frequently visit all the 
posts from Louisville to Knoxville, and 
then to the Cast of Knoxville and to the 
South of Chattanooga, and report upon the 
comparative wants of each. I can see no 
other way in which an impartial distri- 
bution of tho gifts of the people can be 
made. 

The benefit which the armies in this de- 
partment have received from the Commis- 
sion through the special efforts which have 
been made from time to time to furnish 
vegetables in large quantities, so that they 
could be distributed to all, whether sick or 
well, can never be over-estimated; and at 
no time has there been, as 1 am well per- 
suaded, more reason for such an effort than 
now. The army has had an unusually ac- 
tive winter campaign. The country through 
which it has moved and is likely to move, 
is stripped of supplies, detached and con- 
valescent men have been gathered up from 
all quarters and sent to their commands. 
Large numbers of new troops unaccustomed 
to the hardships and privations of army life, 
have just taken the field. For a long time>no 
antiscorbutics, or no adequate supply of 
them have been distributed, and cases of 
scurvy are by no means rare. I fear that 
the cheering prospect of an early peace is 
diminishing the zeal of the army of work- 
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ers at home, but hope it will rather increase 
their zeal. We may be disappointed in 
these hopes, but if fortunately we are not, 
I trust that the soldiers in the field will 
have occasion to feel that their friends at 
homo have remembered and loved them 
unto the end, and that the last campaign 
will witness such an overflowing supply of 
sanitary stores as will demonstrate that the 
army and the people are one. 

We have to-day made a large issue of 
stores to the Asylum Hospital, and 1 hare 
been able to visit with Dr. Mencharn, the 
Surgeon in charge, several of the wards, the 
kitchens, dining rooms, bakery, commissary 

rooms, Ac. It has, in round numbers, 

patients, mostly in tents, who are evidently 
doing well, look cheerful, and are well pro- 
vided for. The arrangements and condition 
of the hospital are excellent. The highest 
possiblo meed of praise is certainly due to 
the burgeon in charge and to Dr. Curliss, 
the Medical Director of the post, for their 
successful efforts in providing for the comfort 
of their sick. They have been left, with an in- 
adequate medical force, to rely almost entirely 
on their own resources in providing for the 
sick. At this distant post, with communica- 
tion frequently interrupted, the commissary 
and the Commission have been able to furn- 
ish but a meagre and fitful supply of hospital 
stores. Almost their sole reliance has been 
upon the country, and they have scoured it 
far and near for articles of diet. Apples, 
green and dried ; potatoes, butter, milk, 
eggs (from 80 to 100 dozen a day), chick- 
ens, &c., have been thus obtained, not, po»- 
haps, in as large quantities as have been 
needed, but in quantities as largo as are 
often obtained for hospitals of the same 
capacity in the most favored locations. But 
the supply from this source cannot be kept 
up. The potatoes obtained are of an inferior 
quality, and it would bo very ungenerous os 
well as unjust to practically say to those 
gentlemen, you are so faithful and energetic 
that you do not need our help. 

This hospital has received the patients 
from the others which have beeu succes- 
sively broken up, but there is a demaud for 
more room, and another large hospital is to 
be immediately opened. For both of these 
and for the front, I cannot make too urgent 
an appeal, asking you, however, not to forget 
Chattanooga while sending bountiful sup- 
plies here. Yours very truly, 

M. C. Read, 

Agent at Chattanooga. 



THE FAB WEST. 

I. ravbn worth, Kassas, April 1, 1865. 

Dr. J. S. Newberry, 

Secretary U. 8. Sanitary Commisaion W»t. Dept- 

Sir : — I have the honor to transmit here- 
with my report of receipts and disburse- 
ments for the month of March, aud beg 
leave to call your attention to the remarks* 
made thereon. From the large number of 
hospitals depending on this post, and their 
great distance, you will see that it is impossi- 
ble for me to make personal visits to them all. 

1 enclose a letter from Andrew J. Willey, 
Surgeon in charge of Post Hospital at Cot- 
tonwood Springs, Nebraska Territory, which 
is but a sample of many I receive from those 
distant posts. I am often unable to fill re- 
quisitions for want of transportation. Fre- 
quently, when it is offered, my assortment 
is so broken that I am unable to send the 
articles most needed. My supply of cloth- 
ing is sufficient for the present, but I 
greatly need antiscrobutics and dietary arti- 
cles. 

My health has been bad for the past 
mouth, and I respectfully request leave of 
absence for thirty days, to recuperate. 

Respectfully, your ob’t ser’t, 

J. R. Brown. 

* The following is a list of hospitals de- 
pending upon this post for sanitary sup- 
plies: — Lawrence, Olathe, Salina, Mound 
City, Paola, Humbolt, Fort Riley, Fort 
Zurah, Omaha, Dacotah, Cottonwood, Co- 
lumbus, Fort Kearney, Plumb Creek, Junc- 
tion Station, Fort Rankin, Denver City, 
Fort Sdott, and f*ort Leavenworth, with au 

aggregate of sick, as shown by last 

week's report to Medical Director Davis. 

Up to this time all the transportation has ' 
been used in carrying supplies to the army, 
and several requisitions made upon me for 
sanitary supplies have not been filled. The 
Medical Director says that very soon trans- 
portation will be furnished for all supplies 
that I can send to these extreme western 
points, and that the necessary comfort for 
the sick can be procured in no other way. 

As soon as transportation is furnished, 
tny assortment of stores will be inadequate 
to the demand. You will see by 'the re- 
port the articles that I am moat in need of. 

I am also in receipt of a requisition from 
Salt Lake City for antiscrobutics, Ac., which 
I would like to fill if they could be furn- 
ished in a compact form, and by the middle 
of May. 
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AID TO VICTIM* OF SOUTHERN BARBARITY. 

V ickbbvro, Miss., April 2, 1865. 

Dr. J. S. Newberry. 

Secretary U. 8 Sanitary ComratBwJoa. 

I arrived here late last night, and find 
that our stores have not reached here any too 
goon. There are now in camp four miles 
from here about 4,000 prisoners, and more 
are coming in every day. Those who came 
in first were from Cahawba, and were in 
much better condition than those now com- 
ing in, who are from Andcrsonville. The 
latter are in a very feeble and distressing 
condition, every train containing more^ or 
less who huve died upon the road. Yes- 
terday an ambulance came in which started 
from Jackson with four sick men, and when 
it arrived they were all dead. Large trains 
of ambulances are running between Black 
River and Jackson, bringing those who are 
too feeble to walk. The city hospitals are 
being emptied to make room for them, and 
every thing is being done that can be done, 
but still mauy will die, for the succour has 
come too late. 

It is expected that between ten and fif- 
teen thousand men will be brought here, 
and they will be several weeks coming iu. 
They are neither exchanged nor paroled, 
but are still under the control of a rebel 
officer, (Col. Henderson, I believe), who is 
at the camp. 

I visited Gen. Morgan L. Smith this 
morning, and he promised me every facility 
and assistance, placing laborers, teams and 
a guard at my disposal. The supplies whidh 
I have will last for some days, but will need 
large additions, especially of kraut nud 
onions if they can be procured. I would 
, also urge that a large quantity of tobacco be 
sent, as it will be most gratefully received. 
The men have not been, and cannot be paid. 
They are greedy, ravenous for tobacco ; and, 
famished as they are, are willing to trade 
a part of their rations for it. Several hun- 
dred pounds have already been donated by 
the citizens, but it hardly gave them a day’s 
supply. I think no better expenditure 
could be made than to purchase three or 
four thousand pounds of tobacco, both 
chewing and smoking, and a few boxes of 
clay pipes. The camp is in the midst of a 
cane country, where plenty of stems can be 
procured. Mr. Brown tells me there is also 
a great call for suspenders. None are furn- 
ished by Government, and in their weak and 
emaciated condition the men cannot btar to 
have their pants buckled tightly about them. 



I learn also that there is great need of a 
feeding station at Black River crossing, and 
shall make an effort to start one there to- 
morrow, as we have all the necessary appli- 
ances. Mr. Johnson is an experienced 
hand at that business, and will be just the 
man to take charge of it. I do not think 
we shall need any more clothing, unless it 
be socks, of which we have very few. Col. 
Noble, of the 17th Connecticut, delivered 
a lecture here last night, in which he stated 
that there were men on their way hero who 
have not had a shirt on their backs for more 
than twelve months. Their only article of 
clothing is a piece of blanket tied about the 
loins, and their bodies are so dried and 
blackened by smoke that you cannot tell 
whether they were originally white or black. 

I have not yet been to the camp, but 
shall go with a supply of stores to-morrow 
morning, and will keep you informed of any- 
thing 1 may Bee. 

Hoping soon to hear from you in the way 
of a supply of kraut, onions, tobacco, &e., I 
remain, Very respectfully, 

H. Tone. 

P. 8. — I find there is a great scarcity of 
toicels here, and they are badly needed. 



THE UNITED STATES SANITARY C0MMI8- 
BrDN AT CITY POINT. YA. 

, U. S. Sanitart Cokwsisox, 1 

Wasbisoton, April 6, 1865. / 

To the Standing Committee of the U. S. 

Sanitary Commission. 

Gentlemen: — The eventful week in the 
experience of the armies of the Potomac and 
James has found the Commission prepared 
to do its proper work with those armies. 

On the 4th inst. the schooner Baltimore 
reached City Point with an assorted cargo of 
supplies, and another left New York on the 
3d inst. As a measure of precaution, I 
have ordered another consignment of stores, 
similar to the last sent from New York. 
From City Point but one application for 
supplies has been received, and that but for 
two articles, bandages and arm-slings. The 
Journal of the 3d inst. states our losses in 
Sunday's fight to be comparatively slight. 
The wagons of the Commision with the 
Twenty-fifth Corps, accompanied it into 
Richmond ; one of the Ninth Corps wagons 
entered Petersburg on the 3d with the 
hospital train of the 2d Division, and our 
agents under J. Warner Johnson, with wa- 
gons and stores, are with the moving column 
in pursuit of Lee. 
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There has been no call for additional as- 
sistance. Not less than fifty well qualified 
persona, selected with care for this work, 
await a call to the field. 

It is believed that City Point will remain 
a base of supplies to the armies, and that 
the depot hospitals will be maintained 
there. 

I have just received a letter from Mr. 
Harris, written yesterday, which says : “ The 
demand on us for stores has been large, but 
with the ample stock on hand we have bqen 
able to meet all necessities.” 

Dr. McDonald accompanied the Presi- 
dent's party to Kichmond on the 4th iust., 
by boat to Varina, thence by horse. 

The number of persons in the service of 
the Commission with the armies operating 
against Richmond was on April 1 , 100, and 
has not yet been materially increased. 

The accompanying list of articles sent to 
City Point since Feb. 1, will indicate the 
character of the provision made for the 
present emergency. 

Very respectfully, 

J. Foster Jenkins, 

Geoer&l Secretary. 



Blanket* 

Candle*, lb* 

Cu»IiIodh.. ... 

Dipper* 

H«d-re*t* 

Knlre* and fork*, dux. 

Fall*. 

Lantern* 

Pulowi 

Pipes, boxes 

Quilt* 

Towel* 

Tin cap* 

Tin plate*, grot* 

bpooua, do* ........... 

Drawers, cotton, pairs. 
Drawer*, wouleu, pairs 
Handkerchiefs...... . 

Mitten*, pairs. 

Shirt*, cotton, hospital 
bhtrts, woolen . ....... 

Slipper*, pairs 

Sock*, woolen, pairs.. 

Sunpeaders, pair* 

Yarn, lb* 

Cologne, bottle* 

Crutches, pairs 

Game* 

Sponge*, lbs 

Pin-cushion*, needle- 

book*. Ac 

Soap, boxes. . . 
Kuvelope* 



1100 Ink, bottles 

l-IOti Writing-paper, ream*. 

21*10 Ale, bottle* 

2-W Dried apples, bbls.... 
10U Blackberry cord *1, bota 

1*0 Gaum'd moat, lb* 

3SO Condensed egg. lbs.... 
120 Gond’sed lem*>uade,pgs 
800 Small dried frail, lbs. 

89 , Chocolate, ibs 

500 Ground coQee. bbls.... 
21000 Condeused milk, lbs.. 

0000 Crackers, bbls 

21 Corn stareb, lbs 

36o Jamaica ginger, bota. . 

2»* *i j Fatlua, ibs 

18W0 Lemon*, boxes 

22XJU Maikeua, Ibs 

1 4200 ! Fickle#, kegs 

2*0*1 Sugar, white, bbls.... 

1 90*)** Spices, lbs........... 

3oO**o Tea, cheMs 

22000 Cauned tomatoes, lbs. 

180 -* Tobacco, lb* 

95 Bay rum, bottle* 

120 Books, spelling, sol*. . 
8000 Heading matter, boxes 



10025! 

72 



ltNKil Penholder*, dot. 

300; Thread, lbs 

Needles, papers. 

Pln< paper* 

Pencil*, dux 

275000, Pous, dox 



3008 

510 

1832 

8.5 

1632 

03:10 

200 

22*0 

1000 

2900 

2 

9600 

350 

4400 

14400 

MM 

25 

2000 

75 

25 

125 

6 

24240 

5100 

072 

3000 

25 

660 

155 

2500 

1200 

3720 

2400 



Bed-pans, combs, knives and forks, corn 
meal, jelly and preserves, mustard, sago, 
salt, tapioca, gin, buttons, lint, old linen, &c. 



PRESIDENT LINCOLN. 

It is meet that we add our humble testi- 
mony to the worth of our late Chief Magis- 
trate. 

Vol. I. No. 37 74 



Among the earliest acts of his adminis- 
tration, was to approve with his signature, 
as with his heart and influence, the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission. The Constitutional 
Commander of the Army of the United 
States, he was nevertheless its friend ; and 
as he called the people to arms in the spring 
of ’61, and felt the inadequacy of the Gov- 
ernment to meet all the wants of the sol- 
diers, and remembered his own, and the 
peoples’ inexperience in war. he was glad to 
give his moral and official support to an agency 
that promised so much good to the country. 
Among the /out acts of his life was to visit the 
hospitals of City Point, and it is perhaps the 
most pleasing reminiscence of their hospital 
life, that our soldiers can recall the circum- 
stances of his late visit. 

The convalescents from the wards were 
ranged in files along tljc streets of the camp, 
and he passed from man to mau, saluting 
each one with a frieudly hand-shaking, and 
giving to many, kindly words of cheer and 
sympathy. But he did not forget those 
who, unable to leave their beds, could not 
enjoy the pleasure of receiving him pub- 
licly, and retiring from the crowd, he passed 
through all the wards, stopping at bed after 
bed, till every man had touched his hand, 
and the whole five thousand of the camp 
had been treated with his friendly saluta- 
tion. 

Imagine the gloom that fell upon these 
men on hearing the news of his terrible 
death. Every heart seemed touched not 
only with a solemn sadness, but a silent 
grief rested upon all. As we strolled away 
from the camp into the country, a soldier, 
sitting alone, with drooping head, be- 
side a little stream, was, with apparent list- 
lessness whittling a stick, as we stopped 
in front of him and arrested his atten- 
tion by an ordinary remark. He looked 
np solemnly and said, “ Bad news, sir — 
bad news! I was thinking, sir, that I never 
knew before how much I loved our Presi- 
dent. I loved him, sir; the army loved him, 
and may God forgive the fiend who mur- 
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dered him.” Such is doubtless the sentiment 
of the whole army. 

Among the contrabands too, who gather 
in from the plantations and villages to Rich- 
mond and other places, there is apparently 
a deep and impressive solemnity at the men- 
tion of his name. Two old people of this 
neglected class were standing together in 
Richmond the other day, when the news of 
the assassination came in, and one was 
heard to use his name to the other thus : — 
“ Did you know that President Lincoln was 
dead?” when the answer came quickly, 
“ Oh, yes, but don’t call him President, call 
him Father — he was Father Lincoln.” 

In the annals of American history no 
man has received a larger share of 
public confidence and affection, and it 
being the first time that an assassin has 
so convulsed the nation by the most dia- 
bolical deed in modern history, it is the 
saddest period that we havo ever known. 
President Lincoln’s great heart, full of ten- 
derness and forgiveness, was what endeared 
him to the people. Politicians differed as 
to his administration. Statesmen may have 
sometimes doubted his wisdom. Extremists 
may have condemned him; but his honest, 
upright devotion to duty, his sympathy 
with the sick and suffering, his broad 
philanthropy towards all, g»vo him a place 
with the common people, and endeared him 
to the whole nation. For his qualities as a 
man, for his integrity as a ruler, for his be- 
nevolence as the Great Emancipator, his 
name and his memory will be honored by 
the lovers of right and freedom in all the 
world. 

OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE COMMISSION ON 
THE DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. U. Rinney, Jr., on behalf of the 
committee appointed on the 18 th instant, to 
report a plan of action to bo taken by the 
Commission in expressing its sense upon 
the occasion of the death of the President 
of the United States, presented the follow- 
ing Preamble and Resolutions, which were, 
on motion, unanimously adopted by the 
Board: 



The infamous and cruel h^id o.f a con- 
spirator and assassin has stricken down the 
beloved aud honored head of the nation. 

The members of the United States Sani- 
tary Commission desire to relieve their own 
hearts in adding their tribute to that of the 
whole people to the memory of the man and 
the Chief Magistrate whom we have lost. 

If it be possible for us to love and honor 
Abraham Lincoln, more than we did when 
living, we do so now. 

•We lose him when we need, more than 
ever, his wise head and true heart. Our 
loss is one which we cannot adequately 
measure, and our grief such as we feel una- 
ble to express. 

The nation mourns as it has never mourned 
since the death of Washington, and the In- 
augural of our twice-chosen President, of 
which the echoes still linger on our ears, 
becomes a second Farewell Address, which 
will hold its place forever with the first in 
the hearts of the American people. 

In common with various associations of 
our fellow-citizens, the Sanitary Commission 
mourns a true friend and faithful protector. 
His sagacity at once adopted the scheme of 
the Commission when it was first planned, 
and he gave it his official approval — an act 
of inestimable value to us. aud, as we think, 
of the greatest benefit to the country. His 
protection and countenance were continued 
to the close of his life, and his personal 
visit to the great Central Fair held for the 
benefit of the Commission in Philadelphia 
in June last is but one instance of his deep 
interest in its success. 

Desiring to record an expression of our 
respect, affection, and gratitude for our 
friend, protector, and benefactor, we adopt 
the following Resolutions : 

Remitted, That the members of the United 
States Sanitary Commission honor, and will 
ever honor and cherish, the name of Abra- 
ham Lincoln, the nation’s twice-chosen 
President, os that of a true and unselfish 
patriot, a wise and sagacious administrator 
of the Government, aud a loving friend and 
protector of the people, whose simplicity of 
character, soundness of judgment, firmness 
of purpose, and undoubting faith in God, 
deserve and will be held in everlasting re- 
membrance. 

Rrtolved, That the United States Sani- 
tary Commission, called into existence under 
the official approval of President Lincoln at 
the outbreak of the Rebellion, to supplement 
the military power of the nation by organ- 
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izing the intelligence and sympathy of the 
country in its behalf, hereby records its 
deep gratitude for the approval and aid 
which he gave and continued to the hour of 
his death. 

He encouraged the Commission in its 
first appeal “ to the Loyal Women of 
America,” and the following words which 
he then used will be recalled as the most 
valuable praise the Commission has ever 
received : * 

“The Sanitary Commission is doing a 
work of great humanity, and of direct prac- 
tical value to the nation in this time of its 
trial. It is entitled to the gratitude and 
the confidence of the people, and I trust it 
will be generously supported. There is no 
agency through which voluntary offerings 
of patriotism can be more effectively made. 

“ A. Lincoln.” 

This great and good President has now 
passed beyoud the reach of our praise, but 
we give thanks to God for the good example 
of one who, in his high office, never forgot 
the sick and suffering soldier of the Union, 
and we rejoice that he was permitted to see 
the dawn of the nation’s triumphs before 
he was called to his reward. Our earnest 
prayer and hope will be that his mantle may 
have fallen upon his successor. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions 
be published in the Sanitary Commission 
Bulletin, the Sanitary Reporter, and the 
principal journals of the country. 



VISIT OF THE COMMISSION TO PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON. 

The President and a delegation of the 
Hoard, consisting of the Treasurer, Mr. G. 
T. Strong, Horace Binney, Jr., Esq., and C. 
J. Stille, Esq., by permission called on Pre- 
sident Johnson at 4 P.M., April 20, and 
presented hjm the respects of the Board 
and their congratulations upon his accession 
to the office of the chief magistracy. They 
conveyed to him their condolence on the 
bereavement the country has sustained in 
th(^ decease of the late lamented President, 
whose constant support and favor they had 
experienced during the whole of his admin- 
istration, and asked the continuance of the 
Government’s countenance of thoir labors 
under his presidency. The President avowed 
his deep sense of the usefulness of the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission, and the obligations 
of the Government to it for its long and 
faithful services; expressed his readiness 
to do all in bis power to advance and sus- 



tain its good work, and begged the delega- 
tion to convey to each and every member of 
the Board bis gratitude for their good will 
toward himself and the administration, and 
his warm expression of sympathy for their 
important labors. After some general con- 
versation, leaving the most favora! le im- 
pressions of the seriousness, good sense and 
patriotic zeal of the President, the delega- 
tion withdrew with profound satisfaction at 
the interview. 



• THE BULLETIN — A MONTHLY. 

At the late meeting of the Commission, 
held at Washington, it was resolved that 
the Bulletin and Reporter should be issued 
but once a month for the future. Though 
this action will deprive our friends of a 
visit every fortnight, of their welcome mes- 
sengers of tidings from the field, the wisdom 
of the arrangement will be admitted. 

THE CRISIS. 

What will the Commission do now ? 
Will it wind up its affairs, make a final re- 
port of its proceedings and disband, or con- 
tinue its work ? 

Those are questions which come to us 
almost every day, and while wc cannot 
answer them decisively, we will offer a few 
thoughts which they suggest. 

The Commission’s work is the people’s 
work. It commenced with the war for pur- 
poses connected with the war, and cannot 
cease legitimately till all those purposes 
shall be accomplished. 

Its proper work is to supplement the Go- 
vernment in the care of soldiers. So long 
as there are soldiers who need care, and so 
long as the Government needs aid in its 
care of soldiers, there will be a demand upon 
the sympathy and support of the people; 
and so long as the sympathy fend support of 
the people are pledged to this servioe, so 
long will they sustain the organization that 
has so faithfully represented them till this 
time. 

The return of soldiers to the common re- 
lation of citizenship again, will of necessity 
occasion some irregularity. 
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What is a soldier? lie is always under 
orders — always the subject of military law 
aud discipline. What he eats, and drinks, 
and wears, come to him through requisi- 
tions, which arc dictated, signed, endorsed, 
drawn, and distributed by others. What 
he does in the way of duty, is done by orders 
through generals, colonels, captains and 
lieutenants, till they reach him ; and no 
matter what he may think, or how he may 
feel, he is bound to act in obedience fc) 
orders. This is among the highest charac-’ 
teristics of a good soldier. 

In becoming a citizen he is released from 
the restraints of military rule. He eats, and 
drinks, and wears according to his choice, 
what he buys with his own money — and 
not what another buys and orders for him. 
He thinks for himself, acts for himself, and 
is himself again. 

But he is disabled — blind, or deaf, — has 
lost arms or legs — has shot about his person, 
or is somehow maimed for life. He went 
into the battle a whole man, and has come 
out of it adisabled man. Government gives 
him a pension for life; but it is not equal 
to his support; and if it was, the American 
soldier is too independent and thrifty to be 
a lounger in the community, if there is any 
honest employment tbat he is capable of 
pursuing. 

Will the Government furnish him em- 
ployment? If not, the supplementary 
power, — the good will of the people, must. 

Here is one question to be met. The 
Sanitary Commission has anticipated it by 
the establishment already of a Bureau of 
Employment. • 

If he is disabled bo that he cannot work, 
will the Government give him a support? 

If not, the supplementary power, — tbe 
good people, will. Here is another question 
to be met. The Sanitary Commission is 
considering it now. 

Resolved, That the President and Genc- 
eral Secretary be requested to prepare an 
address to the Branches and Aid Societies, 
slating in substance, that although there is 



reason to hope for the speedy termination of 
the present war, such termination, even if 
immediate, would leave much to be done for 
the relief of the national forces in garri- 
sons, and before they could be safely dis- 
banded and the meu re-established in the 
pursuits of civil life ; that such garrisons, 
as a general rule, require more aid from the 
Commission than forces in the field, because 
more readily accessible, and that said Socie- 
ties. sh^pid therefore, in the opinion of this 
Commission, not abandon their work, but 
continue the same, with additional activity, 
in view of the prospect that it may soon 
gradually cease to be necessary. 



RESIGNATION OF DR. T. FOSTER JENKINS AS 
GENERA! SECRETARY OF THE COMMIS- 
SION. 

Of Dr. Jenkins wc need say no more 
than that his self-sacrificing industry in the 
service of the Commission, and his high 
qualities as a Christian gentleman, have won 
for him the regard of all his co-workers in 
the cause, whose good wishes will follow 
him into whatover field he may cifter. 

The following resolution is expressive of 
the feeling of the Commission. It was 
unanimously adopted at the late meeting 
in Washington: 

Resolved, That in accepting the resigna- 
tion of Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, the General 
Secretary of the Commission, the Sanitary 
Commission desire to express their perfect 
appreciation of his personal worth, and of 
his integrity, truthfulness of character, and 
devotion to the interests of the Commission. 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. John S. Blutchford was unanimously 
elected General Secretary. 



From the Soldier’# Journal. 

WORKINGS OF THE TJ. 8. SANITARY COM- 
MISSION AT CAMP PAROLE, VA. 

Wc have long desired to give a briefbis- 
tory of tbe workings of the Special Belief 
Agent of the U. S. Sanitary Commission at 
this post ; but have been unable to get at 
the data until now, and, even now, are com- 
pelled to omit much of interest in order to 
make thcarticle suitable to our limited 
space, as well asfrom the reason that no regu- 
lar record of items not deemed important 
at the time has been kept. The present 
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agcDt, Miss Amy M. Bradley, has held the 
position of Special Relief Agent of *lhis 
great Commission ever since the re-organi- 
zation of Convalescent Camp, Dec. 17, 1802. 
Duriug all this time she has given the ut- 
most satisfaction to the various commanders 
of camp and hospital, and to the thousands 
of soldiers to whose wants it has boen her 
daily and unceasing task to administer. Her 
labors here have been of the most exten- 
sive, and in many cases, the most compli- 
cated class; and a glance at the imperfect 
record which we are enabled to present will 
strike with surprise evon those familiar with 
the grand system of the Commission which 
she represents, and others with incredulity 
that so much work could be accomplished 
by a single woman in a life-time, much less 
in a little over two years, as has been the 
case. These figures show more the result 
of the labor performed, than the amount of 
the labor itself. To properly show the lat- 
ter we would have to give the uumber of 
letters written, the number of trips to Wash- 
ington required, and many otheritems which 
none but the most practiced statistio com- 

f filer would think of. All this required 
abor, however; and the exertions must have 
been indeed indefatigable when we reflect 
that she never had a clerk or assistant, but 
did all the writing and traveling herself. 
Few have a correct idea of the amount 
of trouble and writing requisite to the 
prompt collection of a claim for back pay. 
Men generally, having any considerable 
amount of buck pay due them, h» 4 o been 
absent from their regiments from sickness 
or wounds, for a long time, and frequently 
are not properly accounted for on the roll*. 
All this time must be accounted for by ob- 
taining certificates from commanders of 
companies and hospitals, which are carried 
personally to the propor departments, filed, 
and a certificate for the pay drawn. This 
is the ordinary routine of collecting back 
pay, and when erroneous charges of deser- 
tion are made, the task is much more diffi- 
cult and laborioqf. The success with which 
our Sanitary agent has attended to such 
cases, is shown by the figures presented ; 
and in that branch alone, is a comdusive 
argument in favor of the great utility and 
usefulness of the U. S. Sanitary Commisscm. 
We do not know Row many such agents 
represent the Commission, but if the labors 
of any of them' equal those of the agent at 
this post, the good accomplished must be far 
beyond what even the warmest friends of the 



society believe. No society has ever approx- 
imated it in goodness and usefulness. It is the 
gfowth of the most gigantic war known to 
modern history, but the magnitude of its 
charities seem fully equal to the emergency 
which has called them forth. However, 
we must not now speak of the Sanitary 
Commission generally, but of one of its 
agents. 

The following briefly shows the workings 
o£ the Special Relief Agent at this post, 
from the re-organization of the Convales- 
cent Camp. Dec. 17, 1802, to Feb. 28, 1805, 
the time of the cIobc of Rendezvous of Dis- 
tribution. 



CONVALESCENT CAMP. 

Number of men received from Deo. 

17, 1802, to Dec. 31, 1863, 60,934 

Number discharged from Dec. 17, 

1802, to Dec. 31, 18G3, 8,778 

Number assisted in settling their ac- 
counts (whose names, companies 
and regiments we find recorded in 
her books) from May 1, 1863, to 
Dec. 31, 1803, 1,830 

Average amount of money collected 

on these oases, (8100 per man,) 8183,000 
[Prior to May l, 18J13, no record was 
kept of the number assisted, though very 
many of the feeblest ones were accompa- 
nied to Washington, and their accounts 
settled.] 

Number of statements taken for ar- 
rears of pay from Oct. 19, 1803, 
to Dec. 31, 1803, 93 

Amount of money collected on these 
eases, 87,185 50 

The following is the amount of stores 
distributed among the soldiers of Convales- 
cent Camp and Hospital (numbering GO ,934 
men) from Dec. 17, 1803, to Dec. 4(1, 1803 : 



Bed Tick*. ........... 7d|Corn Stareh. lbs..... 

BlukflU 60 1 flora Ural, lbs 

Broshes, Hair........ 5-T Dried Frnlt, lbs 

Comb* 1,109 I artua. lb* 

Flannel, yds. ........ 4 ' Jellies aud Preserres, 

Head Kesls 6 jar* 

MaUn*w*e*K 1 1 Lemons, boxen 

Mosqnlloe »ttlng-.pr* 1 Orange*, boxes 

Pillows ft* 

PtUftW Cams 3-17 Porter. bl.U 

Quills. 1661 Potatoes, bbls 

Shoot* 190 I Ham, bottle*. . 

Spittoons 12 Syrup. bouiee 

Towels 10,692 Tamarind*. f»1* 

TinCnps 12 Tobacco, lb* 

Tin B««tna ft Viuegar, Raspberry, 

Thread, lb* Iflt; bottles 

C<wil» ISA IWine Foreign, bottle*. 

Drawers 1,476 Wine Domestic, bottlas 

Bye 8h ado* 1)9 Whisky, bottles 

Handkerchief*. ....... 11,171 ' Alcohol, bottle* 

Hats andCaps. ....... ft Hay Ram, bottles 

Mitten*, prs 875 Cologne, bottle* 

Necktie*. ..... 107 Bandages, bbl*.« 

Pants 149 Books, role... ........ 



1<*> 

75 

ISO 

109 



180 

4 




1 

1 



ft 



y* 

2ft 

12 

17 
2 
1 

31 

18 
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Shirt* 


4,8*2 Cratches, prs 


36 

200 

7 


Sock*. 


1,950 Flannel Bandage*.... 


Snapender*, pr* 


til Hop*, bbl* 

161 1 Magazine* 


V 


V«*U 


675 

120 

V 


Apples Own, bbl*.. . 


1 Old Linen, bbl* 


“ Dried “ 


V i Pin*, patmr* 


12 


Beef Stock. Ac , lb*. . . 


16 Plo-ctiabions and Neo- 




Brandy, bottle* 


76 die B*ok* 


470 


Condon -ed Milk, lb*.. 


6 Reading Matter, boxes 


1 


Cocoa, lb* 


18, Soap, cake* 


40 



Cracker*, lb* 7-V> Note/Paper, ream*. .. . 5"V 

Envelope* 30,700, Pea* and Holder* 24 

The Sanitary Agent also established a 
hospital of her own upon her arrival at tin; 
camp, which then consisted of tents and 
huts, and continued it from Dec. 23, 1862, 
until April 1, 1803, by which tTme the bar- 
racks were completed, when the patients 
were removed to them. 

The mention of the above hospital were 
not properly complete without publishing a 
verbatim copy of the letter of Surgeon 
Hunt, then Surgeon in charge, to the Chief 
Special Relief Agent at Washington : 

Convalescent Camp, Va., 1 
June 1, 1803. / 

To Mb. Fred. N. Knapp, 

Special Relief Agent U. 8 Sanitary Corn mission. 

in reply to the suggestion that I would 
state my opinion of the services rendered in 
this camp by Miss Amy M. Rradley, of 
your Commission, I take pleasure in say- 
ing that since 1 reported for duty here in 
January last, Miss Rradley has been ac- 
tively and unobtrusively useful. As a mat- 
ter of neyatiix merit, she has never inter- 
fered with duties belonging to others, i’osi- 
tively, she has been of great service in at 
first maintaining tu neat and comfortable 
tent hospital ; and since the erection of the 
permanent hospital, in caring for the inter- 
ests of discharged i oldiers, many of whom 
woulii have been subjected to serious hard- 
ships on tearing this camp, had it not been 
for her business tact and judicious friendly 
care. In various other ways she has been 
of great use to the soldiers, and I shall be 
gratified to have her remain in her present 
position. Sanford B. HOnt, 

Surgeon U. S. V., In charge. 

Approved, Sam'i, McKklvy, 

Lieut. Col. Commanding. 



RENDEZVOUS OF DISTRIBUTION. 

Number of men received from Feb. 

8, 1364, to Feb. 8, 1865, 108,238 

Nu uber of men received at Augur 

Hospital, 9,322 

Among these were distributed the fol- 
io ving articles by the Sanitary Agent : 



Bed Ticks 100 Corn Starch, lbs 74 

Cpmbs... 4, 1S4, Dried Frail, lb* 10 

PHlo%* 92 Farina, lbs 12 

l’illow Case* 436|Jelllo* and Preaervea, 

Sheet* Mx) jara M 

Towel* 9,031 .Lemons, boxes IV 

Thread, lb* 69 [Oranges, boxes 

303 Tobacco, lb*. ......... 20 

Drawer* 480 Tomatoes, lb*. ....... 72 

Handkerchiefs....... 13,171 Wine Domestic, hots. . 45 

Hat* and Cap*. ...... • 36 Whisky, bottle*,..... 30 

Mitten* 3,760 Bay Rom, bottle* 42 

Pant* 272 Cologne, bottles...... 30 

Shirt* 1,170 Bandage*, bbla IV 

Suspender*, pr*. 24 Book*, vols 13 

Shoe*. pr» 96 Needles, paper*...... 390 

Slipper*, pr*... 300. Pina, paper*. 24 

Socks, pr* 1,373 Old Linen, bbl* 3 

Vest* 203 Pin co«hionK and Nee- 

Wrapper* 36, die Book* 1,600 

Apple* Dried, bbls... V Soap, cake* 76 

Braudy, bottle* 31. Tract* 500 

Brandy Bl'kb’ry, hots 66 {Envelopes .22,300 

Canned Meat*, lb*.... 174 ' Note Paper, ream*.... . 84V 

Canned Frail, lb* 81 j Pencil*....* 1,804 

Canned Vegetable*, lbs 60 pen Holder* 294 

Crack. r*, lbs.. 00 j Pen* 912 



* Tbc costs, pants, vests, shoes, hats, caps, 
drawers, shirts and socks were mostly dis- 
tributed amongst the men in Deserter’s Di- 
vision of tbe Rendezvous, wbo bad no op- 
portunity of drawing these articles from 
government. 



Number of statements taken for 
arrears of pay, ending Dec. 

31, 1864, 131 

Amount collected, 811,039 13 

[During the months of January and Feb- 
ruary, 1864, the agent was Confined to her 
bed by a serious illness, and no work was 
done other than distributing clothing by an 
orderly detailed for that purpose. During 
these two months 750 men were discharged 
the service, and were sent in ambulances 
to the Sanitary Lodge, 389 II street, Wash- 
ington, where they were assisted by Mr. W. 
K. Neal, of the Commission, in settling their 
accounts.] 

No. of statements taken for ar- 
rears of pay for the months of 
January and February, 1865, 86 

Amount collected, 88,677 43 

Amount of monies received from 
soldiers aud delivered to J. B. 

Abbott, Chief Ass't Special 
Relief Dep't, to be forwarded 
to their friouds, during the 
two years ending Dec. 31, 



1864, 84,140 50 

Amounts received and fowarded 
during the months of Janu- 
ary aud February, 1865, 8779 00 

The plan and system of her work was 
organized under ten heads, which she has 
persistently followed from the commence- 
ment of her labor to tha present time. They 
are as follows : 
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1. Distributing clothing among the 
needy. 

2. Procuring dainties for the sick, and 
administering to their comfort by furnish- 
ing gruel, stimulants, etc. 

3. Accompanying discharged soldiers to 
Washington, and assisting them in obtain- 
ing ^icir pay, etc. 

4. Distributing note paper and envelopes, 
and writing letters for the sick in hospital. 

5. Receiving and forwarding money for 
soldiers to their friends at home. This done 
by draft without cost to the soldier. 

6. Answering letters of Inquiry to Hos- 
pital Directory. 

7. Obtaining certificates for arrears of 
pay for soldiers, and getting erroneous 
charges of desertion removed. 

8. Distributing reading matter, such as 
newspapers and periodicals throughout the 
camp. 

9. Telegraphing to the friends of soldiers 
very ill in hospital. 

10. Furnishing meals to feeble soldiers 
in barracks, who could not eat the fo ,d pre- 
pared for stronger ones. 

During the summer of 1864, the agent 
had charge of the low diet of Augur Hospi- 
tal, and much of her attention was given 
to the sick. Iu September she received a 
furlough, and visited her home ip Maine, 
being the only respite she has had from her 
labors for three years. 

The above, as we have already stated, 
briefly show the work done by a single agent 
of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission. They 
seem like mere dry facts and statistics; but 
they will live as long as goodness and in- 
dustry are honored, and will always form a 
bright record to a life that has been given 
almost wholly (o the benefit of the soldier. 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTER BY DR J. FOSTER 
JENKINS, GENERAL SECRETARY. 

Jikbs River, April 10, 1865. 

To the Standing Committee of the U. S. 

Sanitary Communion : 

Gentlemen — I am on my return to 
Washington, from a visit to City Point. I 
reached that station at 1 P.M. yesterday, 
and have given our work thence westerly, 
as thorough scrutiny as could be accom- 
plished by interrogation of our oflicers and 
others possessing opportunities of observing 
it. You will be glad to hear that our sup- 
plies are, and have been, abundant from the 
beginning of the late active movements. No 



embarrassment has been felt from this cause. 
There is, of essential articles, a good supply 
now on hand, and the goods about to arrive 
will make the stock complete probably for 
all this month. 

The number of our agents is ample. 
Their better organization than ever before, 
the improved degree of preparation of the 
Medical Department, aDd the comparatively 
moderate number of wounded iu the recent 
engagements, render the present force suffi- 
cient to do what falls to our hands to do. I 
saw the surgeon in charge of the Depot 
Hospitals, near City Point yesterday, and 
spent an hour with him. His resources 
seemed to be very large. He had de- 
spatched, the day before, the material for a 
hospital of 2,500 beds, to Burkesville, al- 
though there was a probability of finding 
not more than 1,000 patients, and with the 
hospital had scut up 26 surgeons, and was 
ready to repeat the consignment, if called 
upon. The hospital accommodation at City 
Point is 15,000 beds, and there are iu hos- 
pital only 6,000. He seems to be a genuine 
friend of the Commission, and thinks that 
it is doing its work well. He accepts its 
services gratefully where they are necessary. 

We have a storehouse at Richmond, in 
the same building with the Medical Pur- 
veyor, and are doing a solid work, though 
as usual not a showy one. The sick are all 
rebels, At Petersburg we also have a 
strong force for the necessity, which is not 
urgent. In the field we are strong, and 
Johnson at Burkesville asks that no more 
stores be sent until further call from him. 
The performance of our proper work at and 
about Richmond is successful and credita- 
ble. Mr. Knapp, who had gone with Dr. 
McDonald on Thursday to Richmond, re- 
turned last night, and is on the way with 
me now to Washington. He reports our 
work as having been vefy well done at 
Wilmington. lie loft there on the 4th inst. 

We are just at Fortress Monroe, 4 p.m. 
I expect to be in Washington at 10 A.M. 
to-morrow — Tuesday. 

Respectfully yours,- 

__ J. Foster Jenkins. 



THE COMMISSIONS. 

We clip the following from a Buffalo 
paper : 

The Sanitary Commission. — Mrs. 
Horatio Seymour has just received the fol- 
lowing telegram from Dr. Jenkins, the 
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General Secretary of the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission : 

“Wasbixoton, April 7, 1865. 

“ Agents and supplies had been placed at 
the disposal of our Inspector at City Point, 
anticipating the movement of the armies. 
Our wagons entered Richmond and Peters- 
burg with the hospital trains of our military 
forces. We have most ample supply of 
men and material at Richmond, City Point 
and Petersburg, and with the army in pur- 
suit of Lee. These supplies are being con- 
stantly reinforced. Every report made to 
us indicates that our work is being fully 
and efficiently carried on. 

“J. Foster Jenkins.” 
The above shows that the Sanitary Com- 
mission work is now so thoroughly syste- 
matized that it may almost be regarded as a 
part of our military organization. It must 
be highly gratifying to the generous people 
who made this Society the almoners of their 
bounty, to know that the work is done so 
well. The constant and regular offerings 
of the people have, plaeed this Society upon 
so satisfactory a basis that it is now able to 
anticipate the wants of our soldiers. Con- 
tinued generosity on the part of its patrouB 
will enable it to maintain this desiiuble po- 
sition, without the necessity of making any 
special appeal when an emergency arises. 

An Appeal from the Christian Com- 
mission. — The following dispatch was re- 
ceived yesterday. In response, the Branch 
of the Christian Commission in this city 
send to-day $3, 000. Will not our churches 
and communities in the city and country 
respond nobly to this last appeal ? 

“PHU.Angi.PHu, April 3, 1865. 

“Rev. S. Hunt, Secretary: — The 
battle js raging — our delegates in the field 
— minute men starting by every train — 
Treasury empty. New York and Boston 
merchants moving to-day on ’Change. Will 
not yours do likewise ? For how much may 
we draw on you ? Telegraph immediately. 
Minutes are lives to-day. 

, “Geo. H. Stuart, Chairman.” 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FHOU CITY POINT. 

April 14, 1865. 

The Sanitary Commission at City Point 
is still the Sanitary Commission. I find 
the agents at work with earnestness and 
devotion. The hospitals arc not crowded, 
as they have sometimes been, but they arc 
well kept and the men are cheerful. Our dis- 



tributors are known every where, and treat- 
ed with respect and consideration. 

Besides many goods things that they have 
done in the ordinary line of their legitimate 
service, they have established schools for 
soldiers, which have been very successful. 
Many of our men have come into the ser- 
vice without the knowledge of letter*, and 
others with but very limited knowledge. 
The Commission has been engaged in the work 
of instruction, and with the most satisfactory 
results. They have also furnished books for 
“ the contraband schools,” asthey arc called, 
which are connected with the contraband 
camp and are objects of unusual interest. 

The work among refugees is also consid- 
erable. Last evening there were housed 
in “our old barge" several families of wo- 
men and children who were seeking friends 
and freedom among Northern Unionists. 
Some of them were intelligent people, and 
excited much interest; others, equally deser- 
ving of sympathy and care, were not so well 
trained and educated, but as appreciative of 
attention and kindness. 

At Petersburg and Richmond the work 
is under way. Homes are being established 
and much solid comfort afforded. Burkes- 
ville station is supplied by our train, and 
active agencies are established there. 

The flag of the Commission waves where 
the flag of our country is, and where our 
soldiers are, there are our stores and agents. 

It is to be hoped that our people will con- 
tinue their organizations and their efforts. 
Troops arc coming in from the North by 
the transport load, and tens of thousands 
of rebels, wouuded and sick, are depen- 
dent and thrown upon the care of Gov- 
ernment, and swelling the list of those who 
claim the benefactions of our people. 

We go to Richmond to-morrow, and will 
write you from there. I hope toobtain a know- 
ledge of its true situation, of which 1 will 
advise you. We shall also visit Petersburg 
and other important points along the line. 

• J. Parrish 

IN AID OF THE CHICAGO FAIR TO BE HELD 
MAY 30TH. 

Women's Penn. Branch, April 17, 1865. 

It has been suggested to the Philadelphia 
Committee in aid of the Chicago Fair, by 
one of the country auxiliary societies of this 
State, that these associates of the Sauitary 
Commission would be stimulated to aid the 
Fair if some slight premium were offered to 
encourage exertion. 
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We therefore propose to give to every so- 
ciety sending articles or money amounting 
to one hundred dollars ($100), the elegant 
bronze medal commemorative of the Chi- 
cago Fair, now being struck at the mint. 

To the society in each county sending the 
largest contribution beyond the above sum, 
an American flag will be given in size and 
value proportionate to the amount contribu- 
ted. 

Boxes can be directed to the rooms of the 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, 1307 Chestnut 
street, marked “ For the Chicago Fair.” 

In all cases an invoice marked at the 
selling prices must accompany each pack- 
age. All communications on the subject 
can be addressed to 

Mrs. Thomas P. James, 

President, 

Or 400 8: 9th street, Pbila. 

Miss Anna P. Stevenson, 

Secretary and Treasurer, 

1000 Clinton street. 

PETROLEUM POE THE SANITARY. 

New York, April 8, 1865. 

To the Rev. Dr. Bellows : 

President of U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Sir : — For the purpose of answer- 
ing the great number of inquiries made 
daily at our office, as to the “ modus ope- 
randi" of obtaining Petroleum, we have 
thought it worth while to cause to be con- 
structed a full sized working model of an 
oil well, with engine, derrick, tank, drills, 
and indeed all the accompaniments com- 
lete, a counterpart of which was contri- 
uted by our office to tbo National Celebra- 
tion of March (5, and now on exhibition 
at No. 518 West 22nd street, near Tenth 
avenue, between the hours of one and four, 
M. To the majority of men the subject 
is of sufficient interest to render a visit, with 
their families, to the “Oil Well” profitable. 

We have issued tickets of admission at 
25 cents each, obtainable at our office, and 
beg your acccptamcc of the proceeds for the 
benefit of the “ Sanitary Commission an 
association, that by its noble care of our 
sick and suffering soldiers, has earned the 
gratitude of every Union man. 

Sincerely congratulating you upon our 
recent glorious victories, 

We remain, Sir, yours very respectfully, 

W. W. Clarke & Co. 

New Yore, April 12, 1865. 

W. W. Clarke & Co. : 

Gentlemen — I accept very gratefully 



on behalf of the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion, yonr humane and patriotiq offer, to 
turn over to our treasury the proceeds of 
the exhibition of your model of an Oil Well 
and all its accompaniments, complete. 

We have “struck ile” in a good many 
places without “boring” the public over- 
much. The domain from which our oil has 
flowed, the national sympathy and gratitude, 
has not proved a very rocky soil, and our 
machinery has been comparatively cheap 
and simple. Yet the wells have thrown, if 
not “a hundred feet in height and 1,000 
barrels daily,” as high as the wounds and 
sorrows of our stricken soldiers, and some- 
times at the rate of 1,600 boxes (a much 
more astonishing feat) per month. 

They threw in one week 7 00 tons of stores 
into Fredericksburg, $70,000 of stores into 
Gettysburg in four weeks, and have thus 
far furnished the army and navy with about 
ten millions of dollars worth of extra com- 
fort. They are throwing this minute into 
Richmond, City Point, Newbern, Wilming- 
ton, Goldsboro’, the Shenandoah, Nashvillo, 
Knoxville, New Orleans, and fifty other 
stations, whatever the knowledge and hu- 
manity of our medical corps ask from us, 
and there is no immediate prospect that the 
“ Oil” will give out. We have not recently 
found it/ necessary to “bull” our stock, nor 
force it on the market. Sober purchasers 
seem to understand its value, and invest 
without noise. 

Meanwhile we rejoice that Petroleum 
wishes to sanctify itself by pouring some 
percentage of its flow, into the wounds of 
our noble ar^ny of martyrs. It has made 
fortunes, lighted cottages and cities, cooked 
dinners and run steamships, lubricated mills 
and trains, contended with mining stocks, 
cotton and railroad shares in city roads, for 
the mastery on the exchange. It now offers 
itself as a medicine for army wounds and 
hospital gangrene. We shall be glad to try 
it. May your oil well go into immediate 
and most popular operation. 

If all who have invested in Oil Stocks 
and expect to leave fortunes totheirchildrcn, 
will only go and take their offspring just to 
sco how those fortunes are made, I cannot 
doubt that your receipts and ours will be 
sufficient to reward your utmost expecta- 
tions, and to meet our largest requirements. 

With grateful respect, 

I remain, gentlemen, yours, truly, 
Henbt W. Bellows, 

President. 
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SPECIAL BELIEF DEPARTMENT. CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF NINETEEN 
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Soldiers’ Lodge, Alexandria, Va. District of Columbia, 31 : Michigan, 1 : New York, 9 : Penn- 
sylvania, 107 : Wisconsin, 2 : U. S. Regulars, 2 : Soldiers, 152 : Relatives of Soldiers, 7. Whole num- 
ber, 159. Lodgings, 344; Meals, 1,030. (Included in above totals.) 



THE WOEK OF HINETEEH HOMES. 

Tko above table presents tho statistics of 
the Special Relief work done in nineteen 
Homes, Lodges, or Rests of the United 
States Sanitary Commission, situated in six- 
teen different places, during the month of 
March. 

The returns from the Homes at Annapo- 
lis and Cincinnati, the Lodge at Harrisburg, 
and Lodge No. 5 at Washington, have not 
been received at this office in time for inser- 
tion ; so that the table does not fully set forth 



the work of the Commission in this direction. 

36,577 soldiers, from thirty-four states, 
have been cared for free of* charge,; 266 re- 
latives of soldiers, as a general rulb nursing 
their sons or husbands sick in hospital, have 
found food and lodging ; while 586 refugees, 
fleeing from their homes to escape the bar- 
barity of their Southern friends, have found 
a home among strangers. The total number 
of persons eutertained is 37,429. To these 
38,144 nights lodgings and 149,801 meals 
have been given. 
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"HOMES," “LODGES,” AND "RESTS,” FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH, 1865. 
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It is not easy for the mind to realize all 
that is meant by these figures. Thirty-eight 
thousand men is a very respectable corps ; 
many of the armies which have fought and 
won splendid battles, have not greatly ex- 
ceeded this number. And it must be re- 
membered that this relief has come to 
men who needed it — at the right time, in 
the right place, and in the right way. 



RELATION OF SANITARY COMMISSION TO 
REBEL CIVILIANS. 

Extract from minutes of Board, Wash- 
ington, April 27, 1865. 

Resolved, That the rendering of aid and 
the issuing of supplies to the inhabitants of 



rebel towns and cities when occupied by 
the National Army, is no part of the legiti- 
mate work of the Commission, and that 
such relief is to he extended only to loyal 
citizens, or to such as shall have taken the 
oath of allegiance to the United States, and 
then in eases of absolute necessity or for the 
preservation of life, during such short period 
as may elapse between the occupation of 
such town or city and the establishment of 
the Government system of supply, and only 
when such relief can bo extended without 
prejudice to the National Army hospitals. 



List of Special Relief Stations. — 
We call the attention of Special Relief 
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Agents, to tlie new list of “ Soldiers’ 
Homes and Lodges,” and “ Special Relief 
Officers,” page 1182, for the purpose of 
having them forward to this office notifica- 
tions of such facts as will keep the list up 
to the times. 

THE 8 AN IT ARY COMMISSION. 

The eventful week in the experience of 
the armies of the James and the Potomac 
has found the Sanitary Commission prepared 
for its proper work. For a month past 
agents and supplies have been quietly but 
steadily accumulating at convenient points, 
in ancicipation of the movement that has 
resulted so gloriously to our arms. The 
wagon trainsof the Commission entered both 
Richmond and Petersburg in company with 
our victorious troops, and advices arc re- 
ceived that the section of the army now in 
pursuit of Leo is fully attended by both 
relief agents and supplies. Over one hun- 
dred experienced and well trained men are 
now at work in this department ; and when 
we consider that this organized band had 
its disposal on the 4th instant a supply of 
stores “ sufficient to meet all necessary de- 
mands,” and that such supply has been 
since increased by the arrival at City Point 
of two schooners loaded with the proper 
material, it will readily appear that the well 
earned reputation of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion for timely preparation and efficiency 
in the field is being now fully justified. — 
Wathington Chronicle. 



ACCOUNT OF •' LITTLE ACORN FAIR," YIELD- 
ING *4.000. 

In compliance with your request that I 
should furnish you with some particulars of 
the Fair of “ The Little Acorns,” I proceed 
to do so as briefly as possible. The project 
was started “in aid of the Sanitary,” by six 
little girls, all under eleven years of age. 
These children evinced so much energy and 
perseverance that their older friends be- 
came interested, and came to their aid with 
liberality and kindness. A few of the 
Cuban merchants in Havana and Matanzas 
responded handsomely to the appeal made 
to them for money, &c. 

After two months of industry the chil- 
dren’s Fair was held in the last week in 
June, and lasted three days. “ The Little 
Acorns” were successful beyond their 
hopes, being able to feel that they had 
cleared $5,000 for the Sanitary, $4,000 of 
which was immediately paid over to the 



Ladies’ Sanitary Committee of Portland, 
and $80 subsequently. 

The residue of the amount raised by their 
efforts was retained by one of the ladies of 
the Advisory Committee, and by her dis- 
tributed to other objects in the city. Hoping 
that these facts may be what you required, 

1 remain, very respectfully yours, 

Mary Neal Suer wood. 

Portland, January, I860. 



METHODIST EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES. 

Rev. Andrew Cather, one of our agents, 
has just returned from visiting the Provi- 
dence, New England, Troy, and New York 
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, lately holding their annual sessions. - 
At each one of them he was very kindly re- 
ceived. and his representations of the six 
principal departments of the SaoitarySJom- 
mission’s work were heard with marked at- 
tention. Each one of the Conferences passed 
resolutions commending the Commission to 
the liberality of the people, and expressing 
their purpose to co-operate with it in its 
noble efforts. 
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PROTECTIVE 

War ®taim and ^rtusion 

or THK 

U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

Office : No. 1307 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia. 

All the papers and correspondence required 
to procure Pensions, Bounty and Back Pay, and 
Prize Money for discharged soldiers and sailors, 
and for the relatives of soldiers and sailors dying 
in the service of the United States, prepared and 
forwarded, and the proceeds of all claims, when 
collected, remitted to the parties entitled, free of 
charge. 

BOARD OP DIRECTORS. 

WILLIAM M. TILGHMAN, Chairman. 
Horace Binnby, Jb., Robkkt M. Lewis, 

Alexander Brown, George M. Cunarroe, 

Hon. J. 1. Clark Hare, Charles J. Still£, 
William Welsh, t George D. Parrish, 
William L. Rbhx, H. Lenox Hodge, M.D., 

George Trott, Atubuton Blight. 

H. Lenox Hodge. M.D., Examining Surgeon. 

Edward A. Smith M.D., Assistant Surgeon. 

W. N. Ashman, Solicitor. 

Jas. W. Hazlkhurst, Assistant Solicitor. 



PROTECTIVE 

SttfaMDlaim gworiation 

OP TUB 



U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

OFFICE, 38 CHAMBERS STREET, 

NEW YORK. 

President. 

L^ieut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Yici-^esidknts. 

Hon. Hamilton Fisk, Admiral Dupont, 

John J. Cisco, Ebq,, Rod. A. Witthaus, Esq 
Treasures. — Robert B. Minturn, ^sq. 
Directors. 



Hons. E. D. Morgan, 
George Opdyke, 
Hiram Barney, 
Jas W. Bbkkman, 
H. W. Bellows, D.D., 
John Jacob Astor, 
Jambs Brown, 

William H. Aspinwall, 
Jambs Gallatin, 



Howard Potter, 
William E. Dodge, jr., 
Theodore Roosevelt, 
Peter Cooper, 
jflEORGs Bancroft, 
Daniel Lord, 

Wilson G. Hunt, 
Robert L. Stuart, 
Alfred Pbll. 

/ 



Apply in person or by letter, to 

HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary , 

35 Chambers Street, New York. 



OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

Is/. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families , any claims for pensions, pay , or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To proteft soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4M. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 



THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United Slates Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows : 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bacbe, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq , New York. 

"Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

, Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

0. R. Agncw, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 

Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Charles J. StiH6, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, 111. 

orncius. 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 

George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong 
Wm.H. Van Buren, M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M D 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Still6. 



HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously 
with regafd to pitients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
iumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” • 

. th ® Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address ‘ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all eases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should he given 
and where he was when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail ; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer's expense. 

fkjfSoldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 
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SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the 6ick And wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. S. San. Cora., No. 18 West St., Boston, Mass. 

U. S. San. Com , Nos. 10 A 11 Cooper Union, 
New York. 

U.S. San Com., State House, New Haven, Conn. 

U. S. San. Com., 1307 Chestnut St., Philada. 

DEPOTS or DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. San. Com., 244 F St., Washington, D. 0. 

U. S. San. Com. Camp Distribution, Va. 

U. S San. Com., 46 Sharp St., Baltimore, Md. 

U S. Sanitary Commission, Harper's Ferry, Va. 

0. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 

IT. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md- 

II. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. S C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to timo as necessities of the 
service require. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. S. San. Com., corner Vine and Sixth Sts., 
Cincinnati, 0. 

C. S. San. Com., No. 95 Bank St., Cleveland, 0. 

U. S. San. Com., No. €6 Madison St., Chicago, 

111 . 

U. S. San. Com., No. 2 Adam’s Block, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 

U. S. San. Com., No. 59 Fourth St., Pittsburgh, 
Penn a. 

U. S. San. Com , No. 32 Larned St., Detroit, 
.Mich. 

U. S. San. Com., Columbus, 0. 

(T. S w nn Com., Fifth St., Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

F. N. Knapp, Supt., Washington, D. C. 

J. B. Abbott, Chief Assistant, Washington, D.C. 



“SOLDIERS’ HOMES AND “ LODGES.” 

[Objects. Temporary aid and protection,— 
food, lodging, core, Ac., — for soldiers in transitu, 
chiefly the discharged, disabled, and furloughed.] 
Alexandria, Va. “ Alexandria Lodge.’’ 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J. B. 
Holt, Superintendent. 

Annapolis, Md. “Home for Soldiers’ 
Wives and Mothers.” Mrs. Hopes Sayres, Matron. 

Baltimore, Md. “ Soldiers’ Home.” No. 
62 Conway Street. A. E. Hastings, Supt. 

“Soldiers’ Lodge.” Opposite Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Station. 
, Superintendent. 

Boston, Mass. “ Soldiers’ Home.” No. 
7G Kingston Street. Charles F. Mudge, Supt., 
near Boston and Worcester Railroad Depot. 

Buffalo, N. Y. u Soldiers’ Rest.” Ex- 
change Street, opposite Central Railroad Depot. 
Mrs. H. Indcvine, Matron. 

Cairo, 111. ^ Soldiers’ Home.” 0. N. Ship- 
man, SupcrinteWent. 

Camp Nelson, Ky. “ Soldiers’ Home.” 
Thomas Butler, Superintendent. 

Cincinnati, O. Soldiers’ Homb.” Third 
Street. Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Cleveland, Ohio. “Soldiers’ Home." 
Joseph Jerome, Superintendent. 

Columbus, Ohio* ‘‘Soldiers' Home.” T. • 
E. Botsford, Superintendent. 

Detroit, Michigan. “ Soldiers’ Home.’’ 
No. 81 JefTcrson Avenue. 

Harrisburg, Pa. Near the Railroad Depot. 
“Soldiers’ Lodge.” W. H. Hadley, Supt. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana. “Soldiers 
Home.” New Market Street, near the Depot. E. 

T. Smith, Superintendent. 

Louisville, Ky. “Soldiers’ Home.” V. 
Scott, Superintendent. 

Memphis, Tenn. “Soldiers’ Lodge.” 
Near landing, 0. W. Christy, Superintendent and 
Relief Agent. 

Nashville, Tenn. “ Soldiers’ Home.” 
Captain I. Brayton, Superintendent. 

New Orleans, La. 44 Soldiers’ Home.” 
Corner Magazine and Julia Streets. Sumner 
Ballard, Superintendent. 

New York City. “ Discharged Soldiers 
Home.” No. 45 Grove Street, near Blcckcr. 

, Superintendent. ■ 

Paducah, Ky. “Soldiers’ Home.” E. D. 
Way, Superintendent. 

Portsmouth, Va. “Soldibus’ Home.’’ John 
Alcooke, Superintendent. 

Washington, D. C. “Tub Home.” No. 
374 North Capitol Street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

“Home por Soldiers’ Wives and Mothers. 
No. 380 North Capitol Street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

“ Lodge No. 4. No. 389 H Street. , Supt. 

“ Lodge No. Ja” Maryland Avenue, near Wash- 
ington k Alexandria R. R. Station. , Supt 

44 Lodge No. 6.” Foot of Sixth Street. How- 
ard McPherran, Superintendent. 

SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICES. 

[Objects. — To give aid in procuring pay, pen- 
sions, bounty, prize money, arrears of pay and 
bounty, and other claims upon government. To 
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supply clothing, hospital delicacies, crutches, 
he. To give transportation, information. Ac.*) 

Alexandria, Va. Office in Soldiers' Lodge, 
Orange and Alexandria- Railroad Station. J. B. 
Holt, Agent. 

Annapolis, Md. Office of United States 
Sanitary Commission. Major F. C. Howes, Agent. 

Baltimore, Md. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 40 South Sharpe Street. J. T. 
Pancoast, Agent. 

Boston, Mass. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. No. 76 Kingston Street. 

Buffalo N. Y. Branch United States San- 
nitary Commission, Adams' Block, No. 209 
Washington Street. 

Cairo, 111. Office in “Soldiers’ Home.” C. 
N. Shipman, Agent. 

Camp Nelson, Ky. Office in “Soldiers' 
Horae.” Thomas Butler, Agent. 

Chattanooga, Tenn. United States Sani- 
tary Commission. 

Chicago, 111. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

Cincinnati. Ohio. United States Sanitary 
(Commission, corner Vine and Sixth Streets. 

Cleveland, Ohio. Branch United States 
Sanitary Commission 

Detroit, Mich. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 32 Larned Street. 

Dubuque, la. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. Rev. E. S. Morris, Agent. 

Harrisburg, Pa. Office in “ Soldiers' 
Lodge." W. U. Hadley, Agent. 

Jeffersonville, Ind. Office in “Soldiers' 



Home/’ New Market Street, near railroad depot, 
E. T. Smith, Agent. 

Knoxville, Tonn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. 

Leavenworth, Kansas. United States 
Sanitary Commission. J. R. Brown, Agent. 

Louisville, Ky, United States Sanitary 
Commission. Fifth Street. 

Memphis, Tenn. Office in “Soldiers’ 
Lodge,” near landing. C. W. Christy, Agent. 

Milwaukie, Wis. Mrs. Colt. 

Nashville, Tenn. United State9 Sanitary 
Commission. E. Root, Agent. 

New Orleans, La. Special Relief Office, 
United States Sanitary Commission, No. 9G Julia 
Street. 0. C. Bullard, Agent. 

New York City, N. Y. “Special Relief 
Office,” Cooper Union, No. 10 Third Avenue. 
Mrs. W. P. Griffin, Chairman Speoial Relief 
Committee. 

Paducah, Ky. Office in “Soldiers’ Home.” 
E. D. Way, Agent. 

Philadelphia, Pa. United States Sanitary 
Commission, 1307 Chestnut Street, third story, 
back. Colonel Soest, Agent. 

Portsmouth, Va. Office in “Soldiers’ 
Home.” John Alcooke, Agent. 

Vicksburg, Miss. United Slates Sanitary 
Commission. J. G. Brown. 

Washington, D. C. “Special Relief Of- 
fice,” No. 3H9 H Street, between 13th and 14th 
Streets. J. B Abbott, Chief Assistant. 

Wheeling, Va. United States Sauitary 
Commission. 
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BRANCH, 

No. 19 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 



IPHILADELPHIAN 

Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs, 



The “ Paj.mk*” Arm and Laa are now fnrnUhed for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extract* from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicant*, 
who, la the past, have been led to believe that they must acoopt an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 

Scb'JEO.v-Qb.viral’b Owe*, 
W*m»irgtor City, D.C., Dee. 12, 1863. 

Si* : — The Board of Medical Officer* Assembled la the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted o them for an Artificial Arm, bar) Dgreported * • • * * • - * • 

la COMPLIANCE WITH THt BSCOMMBRDATIOR OF THB HOARD, WHIR A SOLDIER MAT DRAIRR TO PURCHASE “TUB MORI 
RLKQART AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” F1PTT DOLLARS WILL 08 ALLOWED TOWARD* PATMRRT FOB THT RAMS. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-Gene ral C. H. CRASS, Surgeon U.S. A. 

Scrobon-Obnerai.’s Office, * 

W ARHtROTOR Citt, D.C.,-Sept. 20. 1S64. 

Sr*:— In answer to your letter of the let Inst, I am directed to Inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently aeeembled In New York, to examine eamplee and models of Artificial Limb*, In not designed 
to euporsede the recommendation of the former Board, so par a* bboard* Tna Limb* Marcfactured bt too. 

' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by urder of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 

W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S. A. 

To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 



The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 

The Best PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. i 

The Best LINCOLN ‘‘GOVERNMENT 1 ’ ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 



Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the office*. Address 

3 . FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 

Prctident American Artificial Limb Co. 
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Adapted to every branch of business. 

MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 

£. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 

PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 

FAIRBANKS ft CO., No 253 Broadway, New York. 

FAIRBANKS ft BROWN. No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 

FAIRBANKS, OREENLEAF ft COU No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS ft EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS ft CO., No. 240 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 

Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 



486 BROADWAY 



ESTABLISHED i860. 

and 441 BROOME ST. 

SEWING MACHINES 

OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 

WHEELER ft. WILSON, 

GROVER A BAKER, 

WILLCOX ft GIBBS, 

A. B. HOWE, v 

SINGER AID OTHERS. 

TO RENT and 

FOR SALE, 

At MANUFACTURERS' PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 

gratis, at the 

N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 

Corner Broadway and Bi%ome Street, New York. 

V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 

486 Broadway, Up 8tair«. 
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No. 89. WASHINGTON, D. C., JULY 1, 1865. No. 39. 



*Te« Sanitary Commission Bulletin » published on the fir it of every month , and a* it has a circu- 
lation, gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the. Editor, at the Central Office , 244 F street , Washington, 
D. C and must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the Bulletin is vneertain, depending on that of the war, and 
on the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission — the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of re- 
luctance to solicit subscriptions for it — and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite 
period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give, notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer , (G. T. Strong, 68 Wall street , New York, or 244 F street, Washington, I). C.,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year , unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 



GOOD WORDS OF GREAT MEN. 



PRESIDENT ABRAHAM UINCOLN. 

Tho Sanitary Commission is doing a work of ' 
groat humanity, and of direct practical valne to 1 
tho nation in thtf timo of its trial. It is enti- 
tied to the gratitude and tho confidence of the 
people, and I trust it will ho gonorously sup- 
ported. There iB no agency through which 
voluntary offerings of patriotism can be more 
effectively made. 

CHIEF JUSTICE SALMON P. CHASE. 

What age beforo this age, and what country 
besides our country, ever witnessed such an or- 
ganization as that of tho Sanitary Commission! 
What needs have been supplied ; what wants re- 
lieved ; what wounds healed ; what evils averted, 
by the activity, wisdom, and unflagging zeal of 
this admirablo organization, fostered and sus- 
tained by the people, and recognized and aided 
by the Government. 



THE FUTURE. 

The following most able letter from the 
pen of Dr. Bellows is rich in thought and 
forecast : 

New York, May 26, 1865. 

Miss Abby W. May, 

Chr . Exec . Cbm ., .V. E . IF! Aux . Astoc ^ Poston : 

Dear Madam : Iu reply to your favor of 
the 23d instant, I cau only give at present 
a very general answer. 

We hope to make our Branches centres 
Vol. I. No. 39. 77 



both for the diffusion and the collection of 
light on all that concerns the well-being of 
our disabled and discharged soldiers. Wc 
shall soon issue general instructions, with 
blanks and forms, bearing upon this sub- 
ject, and must ask you to wait the careful 
preparation of these systematic formulas. 

We suppose, however, that each consid- 
erable community will have its own specif) 
experiences, and its own peculiar sphere of 
necessary work, depending on its geograph- 
ical position, and on the number and char- 
acter of the State, municipal, and humane 
institutions, or other instrumentalities, 
already at work for the benefit of the sol- 
dier. We wish our Branches to assume 
no work which other * are doing well ; to-do 
no superfluous, doubtful, or in any way 
needless labor ; anil we wish them to -dis- 
courage all about them in works nf supere- 
rogation. The soldiers must not be invi- 
ted to lean, but to stand up ; and only 
those be provided with public support who 
cannot take earc of themselves, or be taken 
care of by their friends. 

The chief worTf you can do, it seems to 
me, is to make your Branch a «cntrc,_/fr»<, 
for the collection of facts and observations 
respecting the actual needs of the soldiers 
returning to your State and city or th* 
sphere of your late work. IIow many 
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need and deserve assistance of any kind ? 
Make your office a place where soldiers and 
their friends can come to register their- 
wants and complaints, and where you enn 
obtain your share of frets, to contribute to 
our illumination in forming a correct the- 
ory of the course the nation ought to take 
for the next five years towards its invalids, 
its veterans, and the widows aud orphans of 
the war. 

Next, let it be a bureau of information 
to the soldiers and their friends, in respect 
to pensions, back pay, and bounty. ' As you 
have a claim agency in Huston, you will 
merely extend the knowledge of it and its 
privileges to the communities yomcorrespond 
with, so as to sccnro for the soldiers’ fami- 
lies all their rights. 

Then, let your Branch be an office for 
eollccting information in regard to the 
kinds of tabor in which invalid soldiers can 
engage, and the market for their labor ; 
becoming the agency between them aud 
persons trilling, or to be mailt trilling through 
your injlitenee, to give up to them all the 
light callings for which they are fitte.d In 
this way wo hope through you and our 
1 Branches and Aid Societies to keep our 
invalid soldiers scattered — objects of neigh- 
borly and personal interest, thinly spread 
over the country — instead of regimenting 
them in asylums, to weary and demoralize 
each other, and to become burdens to the 
State, and permanent monuments of a civil 
war, whose painful features wo wish as soon 
4s possible to efface and forget. 

We recommend you to impress on every 
Aid Society on your books the importance 
of making itself the local centre of all 
that concerns the welfare of returning sol- 
diers in its own neighborhood ; to recom- 
mend the notion that it is a disgrace to a 
town to allow its own soldiers or its wid- 
owed and orphaned families to look beyond 
its own limits for support; to make it a 
matter of holy pride and emulation to pro- 
vide employment for its own disabled men, 
and in this way rcduco the county and 
State and national asylums to the lowest 
possible figure. 

We arc inclined to think that the health- 
ful tendencies of our AniW-ican institutions 
will so largely favor our ideas as to make 
the number of absolute dependents much 
smaller than is now feared, and to render 
tho labor put upon our branches far from 
burdensome. But the next three month!, 



i and certainly the next year, (another win- 
i ter especially,) will test that point. 

We already perceive a disposition of a 
I certain set of low spirited men, who count , 
their wounds not so much an honor as a 
| thrift — an advantage rather than a misfor- 
! tune — to take up the business of mendi- 
cants, and deform the streets with their 
hat in hand begging. These wounded 
1 cowards must not be mistaken for our dis- 
! abled soldiers, uor he allowed to misrepre- 
sent. them. For the honor of the whole 
corps they ought to be discountenanced, 
and by arrangements with the police, cotn- 
. polled to go to work or to be put in charity 
asylums Public, shameless beggary from 
door to door and in the street is every way 
corrupting, whether made by blind, lame, 
or sick men, whether civilians nr soldiers; 
and if the public cannot be expected at 
once to understand this, it is a matter in 
which Jhey must be protected from their 
own impulsive sympathies, by our Branches 
aud Aid Societies co-operating with the 
municipal or State authorities. 

There Ls, however, a class of persona 
made helpless by the war — some of them 
yet to develop tho whole extent of their 
broken constitutions — who must be made 
comfortable for life in public institutions. 
How numerous this class will prove it u 
impossible even to conjccti#e. It does not 
include all the helpless; because a large 
proportion of them will receive the ten- 
dcrest care of their own families, too happy 
to watch over and ‘protect and solace them, 
as they should be, even though in very 
moderate circumstances. Let us do noth- 
ing to discourage this noblo pride of do- 
mestic independence, this sacred bond of 
consanguinity. A large share of the in- 
validism of the war we shall never hear of. 
Our proud hoys will hide their scars, and 
die iu the sacred retirement of homes that 
will not parade their services or their sor- 
rows, happy in having borne and rendered 
both. This, too, is every way to he ad- 
mired and encouraged. But there are 
many foreigners who have fought for ns 
and have all the claims of natives, since to 
mix their blood with ours on our battle- 
fields makes them our' kiudred, and of 
one blood,” in even a higher sense than 
usual. There are fatherless, motherless, 
homeless soldiers ; blind, consumptive, 
limbless inch, full of sorrows and of neces- 
sities, who require an absolute and pcrrna- 
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nent asylum. IIow many (hey will prove 
nobody can guess at this moment ; but 
some thousands iu all. The States arc 
already moving in their behalf. It would 
be much better if the nation could agree 
to make four conveniently situated homes 
for this class of men, independent of State 
lines and either Federal or State cpntrol 
or support, where the spontaneous charity 
or mercy of the nation could maintain them 
in memory of their service to the Union; 
where the State and sectional feeling should 
be steadily withstood in favor of a larger 
ami more patriotic sentiment, and the 
guarantee of private intelligence, energy, 
and integrity, in their ordering, manage- 
ment, and continued improvement be of- 
fered iu place of the official formalism, 
colduess, and fixity which sooner or later 
cankers all institutions of benevolence pass- 
ing into Governmental hands. Such asy- 
lums, being tentative, require flexibility; 
should be started on a small scale, in a 
temporary way, feel their road, and gradu- 
ally adapt themselves to their experience 
and the wants of the men. To erect great 
edifices, upon any present knowledge of 
what our American life and spirit reqnires, 
would be to stereotype our ignoranco and 
petrify our dreams. The nation, through 
some Board it has learned to trust, should 
take some one or more of the cheap pavil- 
ion Tiospitals the war has erected, and 
which must soon be in the market, and 
having thoroughly purged it, open one or 
more wards at a time, testing the want and 
gradually developing the best system for 
the care and comfort and happiness of the 
men; making the institutions in all cases 
mixed, so as to destroy the horrid, deadeu- 
iug informality of classified asylums; put- 
ting the wholly disabled and the partially 
disabled together, the blind and the halt, 
and by the greatest diversity of industries, 
and light, even if useless employments, 
seek to keep up sclf-rcspcct, drive off ennui, 
restore to society as mauy as possible, and 
make those who caunot be restored as 
little miserable as their wretched circum- 
stances will allow The wan aud woeful 
countenances of many blind soldiers, many 
lame and helpless ones, utter strangers to 
homes of their own, has already stamped 
an image on my mind of their long and 
weary future under the best care they can 
possibly secure, which is full of motive, 
and full of solicitude. 

The Sanitary Commission, as soon as it 



secs how much money is likely to be left in 
its hands after its more legitimate work is 
done, proposes to open one or more asy- 
lums of this character, of a site propor- 
tioned to its purse, and the evidences of 
public interest in its undertaking. Should 
the nation desire to perpetuate its work in 
this form, and make the Commission a per- 
manent guardian of this class of the vic- 
tims of the war, it has only to say so by its 
generous support of the plan. It seems to 
us that the spontaneous, public, unofficial 
character of the ministry rendered to the 
sick and wounded through the war, has 
been one of its most marked American fea- 
tures, and that the perpetuation of this dis- 
tinction is eminently desirable. That gov- 
ernment is best which governs least. That 
state of society is freest and happiest which 
embodies least of its humanity, mercy, and 
philanthropy in governmental charities. 
Never was there a greater need of recalling 
this principle so gloriously illustrated in 
our national history, than now, when a 
habit of dependence on the Government 
machinery has not only centralized, but 
bureaucratized our motions. We are clear- 
ly in some danger of forgetting that while 
we astonished the world by the rapid and 
successful way in which we condcmed the 
national life, will, and power, in the Gov- 
ernment, discharging the extremities of 
their independence for the time, with a 
deliberate suspension of the personal and 
local rights of freemen — we have a still 
more wonderful feat to display in the ease 
with which wo recall those rights, scatter 
and diffuse that lately concentrated power, 
and resume the unofficial and unbureau- 
cratic life which is the proud prerogative 
of a self-governing nation. The fewer 
tho monuments of our martial law, and our 
purely governmental regime, the better ; 
the more the memorials of our popular, 
home-bred, and individual life, the better 
also. 

The Sanitary Commission is not ambitious 
of any further services to the country, and 
would gladly retire from duty. It will 
cheerfully resign its care of disabled sol- 
diers to any body of men deemed more 
capable or more worthy representatives of 
the national will, as soon as it has exhausted 
the means already entrusted to it, and for 
which it feels a deep responsibility. But, 
if the people wish it, or expect it, or call 
upon it, to go on with this work, on thj 
general principles herein set forth, it will 
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not shrink from the ta«k and responsibility 
of continuing to represent the national care 
and love towards the soldiicrswho have re- 
established our liberties and saved our 
country. 

Excuse the length and the generality of 
my letter, which I certainly began with 
very little idea of extending beyond the 
demands of your local inquiries, but which 
has thus spontaneously grown under my pen 
into a short treatise. 

With ever grateful regards to the Branch 
you so ably represent, for its readiness to 
go on with our work, and/or its expressions 
of confidence aud co-operation, 1 remain, 
dear madam, your friend and servant, 
IIenhy W. Bellows, 

Prts't U. S. Sanitary Commission. 



From the New York Iudepcndent. 

WORK FOR THE SOLDIERS. 

What are we going to do for the soldiers 
when they come home? What for those 
who have already come, leaving behind 
them a leg or an arm as pledge of their de- 
votion to the Republic ? This is what some 
men arc going to do : 

At a meet ing held at the house of Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, on Thursday evening, the 
18ih instant, for the purpose of adopting 
some measures to promote the employment 
of disabled soldiers and sailorg) it was re- 
solved by the undersigned to co-operate 
with the “ Bureau of Employment for Dis- 
abled and Discharged Soldiers and Sailors,” 
85 Chambers street, by employing in each 
of our places of business — as general mes- 
senger, or in other light work adapted for 
the disabled — at least one maimed dis- 
charged soldier or sailor. 

It was also resolved to bring this matter 
to the notice of the business community by 
haviug agreements drawn up and presented 
to all busiucss men for their signature, 
wherein they shall agree to give at'ieast one 
mau of the above class employment in some 
light capacity, which has been heretofore 
oidiuanly performed by able bodied men. 

R'losrvclt. & Son, 94 Maiden Lane. 

Brown, Brothers & Co., 50 Wall street. 

Phelps, Dodgo& Cn., 21 Cliff street. 

Grinnell, Aliutuin & Co., 78 South street. 

Ward, Cumpbe 1 & Co., 50 Wall street. 

Schuyler, Hartley, Graham & Co., 19 
Maiden Lane. 

Henry Clews & Co., 32 Wall street. 

Metropolitan National Bank, by J. E. 
Williams, President. 



E. Williams, Cashier of American Ex- 
change Bank. 

R. H. Lowry, President of National Bank 
of Republic. 

The Bureau at 35 Chambers street was 
established by the Sanitary Commission. 
Its object is to get employment for return- 
ing soldiers, and like ali the work which 
the Commission has done, it is without 
money and without price to the soldier. 
To the employer also it makes no charge. 
It is an institution purely and generously 
bcuevolent. It is another channel into 
which the abundant stream that the Sani- 
tary Commission, for three years, has poured 
out is now turned. It is a recognition of 
the fact that, although the war is ended, the 
claims which the war has made survive. It 
is a confession that the debt of the citizen 
to the soldier can never be paid. It is a 
demand that the claim of the latter shall 
always be listened to and respected. On all 
these grounds we present it to our readers. 

With clearness and good sense the circu- 
lar of the Commission sets forth what its 
new effort intends. There are a great 
many soldiers coming home from the wsr, 
and they will want work. There are a 
great many employers who need just the 
work which these soldiers arc able and de- 
sirous to do. The Commission proposes to 
bring theso classes together, to adjust the 
supply and demand, and to facilitate the 
process of change from a state of war to a 
state of peace. The interests of hundred* 
of thousands of men are concerned in that 
change, nay, the interests of the whole Re- 
public depend largely for the next four 
years on its right management. 

Be it understood, the Commission does 
not ask for charity to the soldiers whom it 
undertakes to supply with employment. 
Nobody is desired to offer places to theso 
bravo men from a sentiment of compassion. 
But, in the first place, they are entitled by 
their services to employment ; in the second 
placo they aro competent to do the work 
which the Commi.-sion asks for them. 

From a report recently issued, it appear* 
that already there have been 1,540 appli- 
cants at this Bureau for work, and 830 of 
the applications have been filled. Yet the 
statistics show also that while there were 
252 of the applicants who were mutilated 
in the service of their country by the loss 
of a leg or an arm, loss than one filth of 
this number bavo found employment — les9 
than fifty out of two hundred and fifty-two. 
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It is to correct this state of things that the 
agreement above quoted has been drawn 
up, aud it is especially in behalf of these 
maimed patriot;, that we urge upon our 
readers an application to the Bureau. For 
able-bodied men there is such a demand as 
will eventually insure the employment of 
most of the discharged soldiers, but for 
those partially disabled there i3 a lack of 
consideration Yet they are the very first 
who ought to get places. For many places 
they are just as well adapted as their more 
fortunate comrades. Iu many branches of 
mechanics the loss of a leg is uo disqualifi- 
cation or even hindrance. In many out- 
door and in-door occupations the loss of an 
arm docs not hurt the man's usefulness. To 
show how wide is the opportunity for selec- 
tion, we quote this statement : 

“Of tho 710 men still unemployed 
whose names are now on the books of the 
society, 198 are mechanics in different 
branches, of whom 105 arc able-bodied and 
63 disabled, more or lees seriously ; 112 are 
clerks and book-keepers, of whom 75 are 
able-bodied and37 disabled; 09 wish toserve 
as watchmen and messengers, of whom 20 
are disabled and 49 able-bodied.; 10 desire 
to labor as coachmen aud teamsters — these 
aro all able-bodied ; 321 arc farmers and 
laborers, of whom 209 arc able-bodied and 
112 disabled, but not so as to incapacitate 
them from useful service.” 

Elsewhere than in New York we presume 
similar bureaux will be opened and similar 
opportunities offered. All over the laud 
the claim of the soldier oufjht to be heeded 
— is heeded by the same benevolence which 
cared for him on the field of battle. If 
only the people will respond now as heart- 
ily as they did while the war still raged, 
no fear for the returning soldier. We will 
not affect to doubt that the country will 
always keep in mind its immeasurable ob- 
ligation to the men who have preserved it 
from destruction. 



From the Wellington Chronicle, June 3, 1865. 

AN EXAMPLE TO BE FOLLOWED. 

6IIF.RMAN's ARM V ON ITS WAY HOME. 

As soon as Sherman’s army began to 
move west, some eight thousand men per 
day, the Uuited States Sanitary Commis- 
sion opened feeding stations at Harper's 
Ferry and at Martinsburg, where hot coffee 
and l'rcsl) bread arc taken to the cars by a 
corps of relief agents, and served out to 
these returning soldiers. The work com- 



mences at Harper’s Ferry, and is carried 
through as many ears as time will allow be- 
fore the train starts, when the agent at 
Martinsburg is informed by telegraph of 
the number of the ear last fed, and there 
the work is resumed aud carried on till the 
train is again iu motion. Time dues not 
allow alt to receive of this bounty, but still 
a number of thousands daily are thus re- 
freshed. Why will not the people of the 
different towns and cities where these trains 
stop on their way to the West, take up this 
suggestion aud form a continuous line of 
kind hands reached out to these soldiers ? 



WHAT THE COMMISSION FINDS TO DO. 

The following private letter will show 
that though the rebel armies arc disbanded, 
ours are not; and that there is yet a min- 
istry of mercy to be rendered to the brave 
heroes : 

Washikqtox, D. C., May 29, 1865. 

My Dear Friend: You ask me what 
the Sanitary Commission finds to do in the 
way of field relief which calls for and jus- 
tifies the use of so much at a time when 
there is no active campaigning, and when 
a largo part of the army is only waiting to 
be disbanded, and will then be comfortably 
cared for in their own homes. You say 
that besides the absence of wounded men, 
we arc also relieved from the necessity 
which has heretofore existed of supple- 
menting Government provision in anticipa- 
tion of long marches, and of isolation from 
the usual base of supplies. Hence, as you 
assert, you cannot honestly understand the 
real necessity, on this occasion, for such 
large expenditure, (in addition to the out- 
lay fur tiie usual special relief service, and 
for the maintenance of the army and navy 
claim agapey, whose value you fully recog- 
nize,) 1 will endeavor to answer your in- 
quiry : 

There is really a great emergency to 
be met just at this time, of a character 
which has never before presented itself, 
aud which, from the nature of the case, 
cunuot again present itself during the war; 
and tho demands made upon the Commis- 
sion by this emergency we are endeavoring 
to meet, not with a careless or prodigal 
hand, (on the ground that it may be one of 
our last large calls for aid,) but judiciously, 
humanely, and as the faithful trustees of 
those l'uuds given by the people for speci- 
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fied ends. Three armies, consisting of 

260.000 men, have been brought hurriedly 
(some by forced marches) into this vicini- 
ty — many of these men, not regiments only, 
but brigades, divisions, and whole army 
corps, have 'come hero direct from their 
weeks and months of toilsome marchings, 
and even from recent battle-fields. They 
have been unable to obtain the change of 
clothing which not only comfort, but even 
ordinary regard for sanitary laics and com- 
mon cleanliness required; and when they 
arrived here, though close by tbo Govern- 
ment storehouses, nothing can be drawn 
by these men “ on account,” for the very 
reason that all their uaaounts are necessa- 
rily closed, preparatory to making up the 
“ muster-out ” rolls. 'Hence the occasion 
for relief on the part of- the Commission in 
the more urgent cases, which number in the 
aggregate very many. Moreover, our medi- 
cal inspectors find that a very large num- 
ber of the men in these armies have deci- 
ded scorbutic tendencies, every day be- 
coming more marked, some already fully 
developed — as in the case of one regiment 
from which fifteen cases of scurvy were sent 
to the general hospital in a single morning — 
which, unless speedily ehecked, will, even 
before these men can get home, lead to a 
very long sick list; and Government is na- 
turally more tardy now than ever before in 
making the exertion which at this scasou of 
the year would be necessary, in order to fur- 
nish liberally of fresh vegetables to these 
soldiers. For the sake, therefore, of these 
men who aro soon to bo discharged, that 
they may not carry home the disease which 
they otherwise unavoidably would, and for 
the sako of rendering most valuablo ser- 
vice to that part of these armies, — some 

75.000 or 100,000 men who aro still to re- 
main under arms, and are really 11 in the 
field ” as much as if located in Georgia — 
the Sanitary Commission is purchasing 
largely, and issuing liberally, potatoes, on- 
ions, pickles, sour-krout, and other anti- 
scorbutics. Thousands of these men thus 
supplied, have for months previous been 
almost entirely without this kind of food. 
In the opinion of experienced surgeons, 
tho value of the service now rendered by 
the Commission is great indeed. Then, 
among all the regimeuts, there is a class to 
be cared for (in the aggregate some thou- 
sands) who, under ordinary circumstances, 
would be in general or regimental hospi- 
tals, but who are manfully struggling to 



keep up, so that they may have the satis- 
faction of going hom^ with the regiment 
for muster-out. Just the aid which the 
Sanitary Commission renders those men, 
(chiefly through our efficient corps of women 
hospital visitors, who have temporarily 
been placed on tho field relief corps to per- 
form this kind of special service,) probably 
saves many hundreds, if not thousands, 
from the necessity of leaving the camp and 
going to the hospital. Add to this the fact 
that the occasion and the opportunity of 
extending this lengthened arm of the peo- 
ple at home to these soldiers, is limited to 
but a few weeks at the farthest, and that to 

150,000 men, this is our last opportunity 
to make them feel the prcseuce of the Sani- 
tary Commission, which has followed them 
now for four whole years; connect with it 
also the other consideration, that here we 
have concentrated into a field of ten miles 
square, tho work which formerly spread 
itself out over widely scattered armies, and 
you see where we find the conditions which, 
os we eonceive, call for and justify this 
somewhat large expenditure at this time. 

We should be untrue to the name and 
genius of the Commission, untrue to the 
people themselves, who have entrusted us 
with these funds to use for the benefit of 
the soldiers, if we allowed this opportunity, 
measured not by months, but by days, to 
slip from us unused. 

Truly your friend. 



THE GEEAT GATHERING AT THE NORTH- 
WEST. 

Chicago, III., June 9, 18C5. 

You cannot be much hotter in Washington 
than we are here in Chicago ; udJ yet the 
people come from the East and West to 
make their offerings to our cause at the great 
Fair. This young city, you know, is the 
mother of Sanitary Fairs, and now in the 
days of promised peace, she has not forgot- 
ten her obligation to foster the remaining 
work of the Commission, by an effort as 
grand and generous as when she came for- 
ward in days of deeper trial and did so no- 
bly for the soldier. 

All trades are here, ■ several States and 
churches, in their respective individualities, 
huving booths inscribed with their own 
names, nud each vicing with the other in 
efforts to do the most for the good cause. 

IndiuDS have contributed of their belts 
and bead work, children of their little 
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earnings, schools of their accumulated trea- 
sures, and foreign lauds have recognized us 
by uniting in tho work. 

London, Liverpool, Paris, and the Ger- 
man States ^ro liberally represented. 

Among th<? little things from children, 
there has ■come to day a small box, contain- 
ing several bright butterflies, large and 
well preserved, with tho following note : 

“ I am a little girl, eleven years old, liv- 
ing at Glenwood, Jefferson County, Ken- 
tucky, near Louisville. I want to send 
something to the Sanitary Fair, aud the 
dried butterflies urc all I have. Please 
accept them. 

« Katy M. Carey.” 
jJow please send Katy the Uulletin, with 
this letter marked for her. “ Alt 1 have !’’ 
Who has done off they could have done? 
who-of us are doing off we can? but Katy 
has given off she has. She must be re- 
membered for her good work. 

In one of the booths I And a gold watch 
contributed by a soldier, who having served 
his country well, and being about to ciie, 
took the watch and said : “ This is all I 
have to give to the good Commission, which 
has done "so much lor me aud my comrades. 
Send it to the Sanitary Fair.” 

The display of articles is good, and the 
financial results will, I trust, be satisfac- 
tory. 4 

The Christian Commission comes into 
the work with an alacrity and generosity 
that is commeudnblc. The religious press 
and pulpit have both co-operated, and it is 
fitting that at the conclusion of the war we 
should at least approach a union of labor, 
as we ccrtaiuly have hud all along a com- 
munity of interest. 

Some of the churches have brought very 
valuable and expensive contributions, and 
as it is difficult to sell at very high prices, 
the question of ruffling has excited consid- 
erable interest. As you know, the Commis- 
sion has never approved this system of rais- 
ing money, and the Executive Committee 
of this fair having resolved to discounten- 
ance it, posted cards all about the buildiug, 
expressive of their disapprobation. Such 
splendid gifts, however, have come in from 
divers sources, too costly to be within the 
reach of the masses, that the question, How 
shall their value bo realized to the Commis- 
sion ? has assumed a serious and practical 
form. The Executive Committee had de- 
clared its opinion — an opinion consistent 
with the uniform policy of the Commission, 



and it could not aud ought cot to recede 
from its position. 

A meeting was therefore held this morn- 
ing, of the chairmen of the different dele- 
gations, and those immediately interested 
in the sale of articles, which wus- full of 
interest. Mr. Bryau, the admirable chair- 
man of the Executive Committee, made a 
statement of the views of the Committee, 
and asserted their intention not to swerve 
from their position, but he wished frankly 
to announce that, notwithstanding the pub- 
lished declaration of the Committee, raf- 
fling was being carried on ton considerable 
’ extent throughout the several departments 
of the Fair, aud that a large majority of the 
representatives of churches had expressed 
their desire to adopt the system in order to 
dispose of their valuable articles, without 
sacrifice, and as the Committee was im- 
movable, this meeting was called to express 
its opinions. 

Clergymen, and others immediately con- 
cerned, having spent nearly two hours in 
the disenssion .of the subject, with good 
feeling, and yet with much spirit and ani- 
mation, adopted the following preamble 
and resolutions, with but few dissenting 
voices : 

Whereas somo of the representatives of 
tho people who are here assembled, having 
come without knowledge as to the wishes 
of the Executive Committee of the Fair on 
tho subject of raffling, action thereon hav- 
ing been fckeu after the issue of their cir- 
cular ; aud, 

Whereas tho question of raffling being 
submitted to this meeting fur an expression 
of its opinion : it is therefore 

Resolved, That' this is the people’s Fair ; 
that it contains the offerings of the people 
from all sections of the country ; aud that 
these contributions arc here to sell; and that 
each party having charge of such contribu- 
tions claims the right to dispose of their 
articles, according to their best judgment: 
Provided, that all sales within the building 
shall be rigidly confined to the limits of 
the respective departments, except for Such 
goods as may be disposed of at tho auction 
booth. 

■Resolved, That in the expression of this 
opinion, the abstract question of the mo- 
rality of raffling is uot involved. 

At the close of the mcetiug Mr. Bryan 
exhorted all to go to work in good faith 
and fellowship, stating, in a peculiarly feli- 
citous style, that while he did not express 
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any opinion on the abstract question of the 
morality of raffling in fairs, ho was satisfied 
that thsro were some things quite as sinful 
as many supposed raffling to be, which he 
hoped would not be indulged by any, and 
these things were intolerance of opinion, 
and yielding to an unchristian temper. 

Thus was the vexed question disposed 
of. The official action of the manngers of 
the Fair discountenancing the practice, and 
yet the voice of the people demanding it. 

Kvery booth is active, and all hands are 
earnestly engaged to make as large a divi- 
sion of money to the various interests em- 
braced in the enterprise as possible. 

The Christian Commission is to receive a 
liberal share of the proceeds ; and in the 
bestowmenta of the people for distributing 
religious reading, building up homes, and 
providing for the thousand emergencies 
incident to reinstating the soldier to citi- 
zenship again, there will bo a grand totality 
of benevolent effort hitherto unknown to 
this region. Yours, kc., 

JosEPn Parrish. 



TOUCHING LETTER FROM A WISCONSIN 
SOLDIER. 

Headquarters, Post of Cairo, 

Cairo, Ills., May 1, 1865. 

My DEAR LITTLE FRIEND LlZZlE : I Bin 
really glad to make the acquaintance of so 
dear a little girl. I will tell you how it 
came about. Going down to the “ Sanitary 
Boat,” the box containing yoffr comfort 
bags was being opened, and I espied among 
the rest one that reminded me so much of 
my own dear little one, that I seized and 
claimed it as mine. Opening it, I found 
your little note addressed “ My dear Sol- 
dier.” I read it with much interest, and 
re-read it ; and showed it to my commanding 
officer, who is in command of the post. It 
made him, too, think of his little one at 
home. So you sec, dear one, that your 
note has at least been on one of its missions, 
and has rejoiced our hearts. Now for the 
contents of the bag. You see one of your 
owtf sheets of paper comes back to you, and 
one of your stamps. I used one of your 
needles, one of your buttons, and some of 
your thread. The Colonel smoked your 
tobacco, and wished me to tell you it was 
fine. In fact, wo enjoyed the “Comfort 
Bag” hugciy, talked over it, thought over 
it; and I must confess, soldier that I am, 
that I looked at it till a dimness came over 
my sight, occasioned by the tear it would 



start. For I thought of the precious jewel 
I God gave me, of your own age, a the ught- 
ful, lovely child; one like yon who loved 
the Sabbath school, her Bible, her pa and 
ma, her sister, and her dear Jjaa iour ; who 
for years closed.not her eyes in sleep till 
she had said her little prayer, bul who, too 
good for earth, was transplanted by “ Our 
Father” to bloom in eternal youth in the 
arms of him who said “ Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of Hea- 
ven.” My dear Lizzie, that her God may be 
yours is the wish of your “ dear soldier " 
i sit in my room here to-night buried almost 
in memories called up by your little note, 
and am happy to tell you they are of tho 
happiest kind. My home is in Wisconsin, 
and far from the Mississippi river, in the 
town of Viroqua, Vernon county. See if 
you can find that on the map. But I am 
here in iny country’s service, trying to 
sustain our nation’s life, and insure to you 
and others, who are growing up to manhood 
and womanhood, the privilege of living in a 
free, country, never again to be disturbed by 
any such a war as this. Accept my thanks 
for your kind favor ; and be assured that 
the memory of to-duy, with your bag in 
sight, t^which I shall take home with mo,) 
will always be green. Please tell the ladies., 
of the “ Buffalo Aid Society,” that if they 
could have seen tho discharged prisoners 
from such prisons as Andersonville and Ca- 
hawba appropriate their little tokens of 
regard for the soldier’s welfare, they would 
have felt amply repaid for any pains they 
have taken. Until this “ cruel war is over” 
their efforts will be needed. But wo hope 
that that day is not far distant. Then we 
hope to meet our little ones, and enjoy their 
sweet caresses, as I’m sure your owu kind 
parents do yours. That you may regain 
your health and grow up a blessing to those 
arouud you, live in tho fear of God, and 
enjoy his favor in this life and the one to 
come, is the wish and prayer of your “dear 
soldier, 

Joseph D. Brothers, 

Co. 1 , 12d Wit. Vol. Infantry. 

FLAG QUILTS. 

To the Editor of the Bulletin : 

Perhaps your readers will be interested 
in the following items respecting two flag 
quilts. Some time in April, we received 
from a country town a quilt made in the form 
of a flag — red and white stripes aud a blue 
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field with the white stare sewed oo, all 
nicely quilted. It was sent to the Commis- 
sion, with a note attached requesting the 
soldier who hod the comfort of sleeping 
under this Union quilt- to acknowledge it, 
that we might have some proof that the 
soldiers received the donations designed for 
them. 

In less than three weeks, the following 
letter was received at our rooms. Knowing 
that the^exaet words of a soldier’s letter 
are always more interesting and effective 
than any abstract account, I scud a copy 
of it: 

“HlADQITARTicas 202 d Rko't. P*. Yor.ii., 
“KajbVax Station, Va.. May 10, 1805. 

“Fair Sex : I am a soldier in the above 
named regiment, and also am in receipt of 
a few lines piuucd on one of your quilts ; 
and feel heartily glad to knpw that we arc 
not forgotten by the fair ones ut home. 
You ask the question for mo to inform you 
whether us soldiers receive such articles. 
I will answer by saying to the Stciety that 
wo do. Also, my bed has on a very nice, 
clean white sheet andqnllow, with white slip 
on. I need not tell you of the pleasant 
dreams I had, but the first night tho flag 
quilt was spread over me, I did dream of 
the loVcd ones far away. But, enough ; your 
” donations are received— small favors thank- 
fully and larger oucs in proportion. I will 
wait a speedy reply frem the fair ones. I 
am a man twenty-six years of age, aud 
belong to good society. J. B.” 

This letter was duly answered by tho 
Society which had contributed the gift. 

Wc have another flag quilt, which we 
shall send this week, around which cluster 
some touching associations. The lady who 
brought it told us that, when onr national 
banner was first insulted at Fort Sumter, this 
flag was made by her mother and brother, 
and was one of the first, that was raised in 
her towu. On tho death of the mother, 
not long after, her sorrowing son c“lt down 
the flag staff, and entered the army. lie 
was killed at Chancellorsville, and this flag 
was uover unfurled afier his enlistment till 
the death of our murdered President, when 
it was draped in mourning for that sad 
event. Thus consecrated, the sister has now 
converted it into a quilt, and wishes it sent 
to some one of our released prisoners still 
iu hospital. 4 

We shall endeavor to comply with her 
wishes. New Haven, Conn. 



CRUELTY TO UNION PRISONERS. 

Extracts from the report of Frederick N. Knapp , 
Superintendent of Special Relief read at the 
quarterly meeting of the Hoard of the United 
States Sanitary Commission , Washington, 1). C. t 
April 20, 1865. 

* * * On Sunday, April 2, I arrived at 
Wilmington, North Carolina, having left 
Washington in response to the call made 
by Ur. Agncw in his letter of March 20, 
describing tho wretchedness and destitution 
of the 1,500 or 2,000 Uoion prisoners who 
bad just been brought into Wilmington, 
exchanged or paroled from the rebel prisons. 
When I reached Wilmington, all but 300 
of these Union prisoners had been sent 
North; and those who remained had been 
made in all respects clean and comfortable, 
as bad been those who had gone on ship- 
board. And this bad been done largely, 
almost exclusively, through the abundant 
supplies of clothing furnished by the Com- 
mission — some thousands of gaririimts — 
which enabled these men to lay aside the 
filthy rags in which alone they had for 
months been clothed. I am convinced 
from what I myself saw, and from the testi- 
mony of (he medical and the military offi- 
cers at Wilmington, that the Sanitary Com- 
mission did one of its most blessed and be- 
neficent works in the help it gave to the 
surgeons there, who, with utterly deficient 
means at hand, were trying to lift these re- 
turned prisoners out of a state of filth and 
starvation — a condition resulting directly 
from long confinement at tho South and 
studied deprivations. And I may add t hat 
among the men who still remained at Wil- 
mington, although they were surrounded 
by comforts, and their appearance had of 
course been entirely changed from what it 
was at first, there was, in the seventy gan- 
grenous limbs (dry gangrene from frost or 
exposure) of men gathered in one hospital, 
the saddest and most striking evidence I 
have yet seen of the malignant cruelty prac- 
ticed upon our Union prisoners by the 
enemy. ****** 

On Friday, April 7, I left City Point, 
upon the Sanitary tug boat, “ Gov. Curtin,” 
which was starting with stores for Rich- 
mond. We arrived at Richmond Friday 
cveuing, having been delayed on our way 
up two hours at “ Deep Bottom,” where 
we took on board the “ Curtin” quite an 
amount of supplies from what bad beeD tho 
sanitary store-house of the 25th army corps; 
the sauitary wagons, — which you will re- 
collect followed the troops into Richmond 
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the morning it was evacuated, — though well 
loaded, were able to take but a share of the 
supplies. 

Saturday morning, after passing by the 
smoking ruins, and getting sight of “ Libby 
Prison” and “ Belle Isle,”- — each bound in 
with its Jcndblo history, — I went out to 
“Jackson Hospital,” one of the principal 
hospitals of the place, a mile and a half or 
two miles from the city ; and here I saw 
that which, by contrast, made me feel ten- 
fold more fully than ever before how great 
had beeu the barbarity of that system of 
starvation and exposure by which the 
rebels, with slow and terrible death, had 
killed off our men, their prisoners of war. 

1 found at that rebel hospital the evidence 
of thorough organization and wise system — 
a largo generosity iu all the provisions for 
the comfort of their patients ; and testimony 
proving the fact that, as a general thing, 
there nad been no lack of supplies there, 
but usually an abundance of all needed 
stores. As I looked on these well-ordered 
methods, and the liberal provision which 
had long been made by the rebels at that 
hospital, located within less than cannon- 
shot distance of Belle Isle, I felt that the 
thin screen of “ ignorance" or of “ inabil- 
ity,” with which some persons still seek to 
temper the barbarity of the rebels, must be 
at once and utterly swept away, leaving the 
inhuman cruelty of this slow murder to 
stand out clearly, and its true nature to be 
recognized, viz : a moans systematically ar- 
ranged and adopted, under a deliberate plan, 
as an engine of war, whereby to thin our 
ranks by death, precisely as the bayonet is 
used in battle — except that the bayonet is 
connected with bmvery, while this instru- 
ment of death is the weapon of cowardice. 
For what could stand in stronger contrast 
with tho boasted chivalry of the South, or 
with the undoubted valor of her soldiers in 
the field, than this resort to a process of 
starving defenceless men by thousands, 
showing that the spirit of slavery, which 
fomented and bus guided this rebellion, is 
not only oppressive, but base ; since bravery 
— that virtue which all men praise — dies 
out under a system that creates and thrives 
upon brutality and ungoverued passions ? 
What, therefore, if not this meanest and 
most cruel method of getting rid of a dreaded 
foe, should forever be branded as cowardice ? 

Jackson Hospital, as established and con- 
ducted by tho rebels, was excellent; in 
some icspects, few military hospitals of our 



own surpass it. It wits excellent in its gen- 
eral plan of organization; in its location 
and its arrangement of buildings ; in its ad- 
ministration ; in its thorough policing; in 
the exceeding cleanliness of its bedding, and 
in the very liberal provision made by the 
rebel government for the hospital fund. 

Jackson Hospital comfortably accommo- 
dates 2,500 patients. Winder Hospital, 
which is near by, but which I did not visit, is 
said to bo similar to Jackson Hospital in gen- 
eral arrangements and capacity, but inferior 
in its situation and its appointments. Tho 
buildings at Jackson Hospital are much 
like our usual wooden hospital barracks, well 
arranged and well warmed aud lighted, the 
floors nicely scoured, aud the walls, in many 
wards, covered with canvas, which was 
painted white. The bedsteads were only 
wood, but were kept very white, and on each 
was both a straw bed and a cotton muttrass, 
and two feather pillows with nice pillow 
cases. The sheets and blankets and bed- 
spreads were unusually elean, and bore 
marks of being carefully looked after. The 
cleanliness of the -bed-linen was accounted 
for by the large laundry, whore sixty (60) 
laundresses were constantly at work. The 
laundry was provided with a long row of 
fixed tubs, into which tho water was brought 
by pipes, and simple provision was made for 
heating water, hcatiug irons, «kc., &c. 

This laundry had its tenements near by 
for the women employed there, where they 
seemed comfortable in their quarters, and 
neat in personal appearance. At the hos- 
pital, beside the medical corps and nurses, 
and the two matrons to every ninety pa- 
tients, there were in each section a chief 
linen matron and a chief oulinary matron, 
with their two assistants. In each section 
was a kitchen for special diet, with four to 
six stoves — this besides the general kitchen 
attache! to each section. The special diet 
list was posted in all the wards, aud seemed 
liberal and aiming to secure variety. The 
dispensaries were well fitted up, and the 
persons in charge said, in answer to my in- 
quiry, that, excepting a deficiency at times 
in some few articles, their supply had been 
good. The linen rooms were kept in the 
neatest order, and seemed to have been un- 
usually well filled. Tho baggage rooms 
were like the rest, clean and well arranged. 
The dining rooms of each section, where the 
convalescents ate, were also kept well, and 
the tables neat, and bearing marks of care 
and comfort, and convalescents who had 
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been there some months assured me that 
their fare was, on the whole, excellent. 
There were no covered walks connecting the 
different buildings in the section with the 
dining rooms, nor were there any “ tram- 
ways ” from the kitchens to the wards ; but 
the walks were .hard and clean, and the 
drains deep and free. At the head of each 
z section were neat buildings, one of which 
was occupied by surgeons, others by matrons 
•ml women assistants. These buildings, 
with their white- washed fronts and green 
blinds, and patches of grass, had a look of 
comfort. There was no general method of 
carrying water by pipes over ttio different 
buildiugs, consequently there was no pro- 
vision for bath rooms in the several wards 
— a decided deficiency; but good water for 
ordinary use was furnished by wells. The 
water-closets fi r convalescents were located 
where a running stream carried off the de- 
posits. 

Within the hospital grounds and near by 
was an open grove of large trees, with grass 
beneath, neatly kept. At the further edge 
of this grove was one of the two large ice 
houses which supplied the hospital, each 
30x.‘10 feet, and 1 8 feet deep. They are 
both yow filled solid with ice, well pro- 
tected. A little way from the hospital on 
the other side are large sheds and a barn, 
also a dairy house, with the cold water of 
the melting ice of one of the ice houses 
flowing through it. At this dairy in sum- 
mer they have had sixty cows, pastured 
near by, to furnish fresh milk, and at times 
fresh butter also, to the patients. The re- 
fuse from the barn yard goes to enrich the 
hospital garden of three or four ncrcs, which 
the surgeon formerly in charge told me had 
become very productive. 

Near the dairy house stands a large 
bakery, at present not used, with capa- 
cious ovens, where formerly, as the man in 
charge stated, they turned out sixty thou- 
sand pounds of bread per day. 

To the abovo memoranda is to be added 
this most important fact, viz : that the 
rebel government, in makiwg provision for 
the “ Hospital Fund,” added one hundred 
per rent, to the usual army ration. Thus 
was furnished large means for purchasing 
extra supplies. 

Such, roughly sketched, is the record of 
Jackson Hospital, as it had been during the 
past year or more; while near by, all the 
time, was Ilclle Isle, with its shelterless and 
starving thousands. * * * * 



THE WOBX OF A QEEAT PEOPLE. 

( Continued from Bulletin No. 38.) 
INSPECTION OF THE CAMPS AND HOSPI- 
TALS. 

While the Commission was thus organi- 
zing societies throughout the country for 
its future operatious, it did not lose sight 
of the important object for which it had 
been created. From the first, inspectors 
had been sent to examine the camps and 
hospitals, not merely wilh respect to their 
sauitary condition, but in regard to every- 
thing that could enable the solder more 
satisfactorily to perform his duties, apart 
from purely military considerations. The 
examination was generally made by two in- 
spectors acting in concert : one of these 
was a physician of acknowledged ability; 
the otlfer was usually amiuistcrof the Gos- 
pel. It was enjoined upon them to present 
thcmhelves to the general or commanding 
officer immediately on their arrival at the 
post which was assigned them, to seek at 
once to establish friendly relations with the 
medical corps, and to ask for the informa- 
tion specified in their instructions. After 
visiting the hospitals, the camps, and even 
the troops, they forwarded their reports, 
which were ulways confidential, to the cen- 
tral committee at Washington. More than 
two thousand reports have already been 
thus furnished, and there is great reason to 
believe that this voluntary benevolent asso- 
ciation possesses more complete and more 
important information of nil that relates to 
the sanitary condition of the troops in the 
field than can be found anywhere else. 
Every inspector, in his report, is bound to 
auswer, in writing, to ouo hundred and 
twenty-five printed questions, respeoting 
everything that eau affect the welfare and 
health of the soldiers in the various lati- 
tudes, an 1 at the diffcrcut seasons of thd" 
year. 

The medical department of the army had 
fallen into a state of inefficiency during the 
long period of peuce which preceded the 
Southern rebellion. It was necessary to 
re-organizc*it. *But the administration hav- 
ing been only recently installed, did not at 
first appreciate the greatness of the work 
before them. They were content with 
merely appointing a uew Surgeon General, 
retaining, at the same time, the old organi- 
zation. The officer thus chosen showed 
himself from the first hostile to the Com- 
mission ; but as his opposition could not 
overpower the authorization grauted by tho 
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Secretary of War, and sanctioned by the 
President, he decided at length to allow 
the Commission to do what it wished in re- 
gard to the volunteers, on condition that.it 
should not in any way concern itself with 
the regular troops. 

The Sanitary Commission, authorized by 
the President and the Secretary of Wur to 
continue its work, had been enabled to dis- 
pense with the approbation of the Surgeon 
General, but on this, as on all other occa- 
sions, it acted only in concert with the 
medical *ud military authorities, a modera- 
tion before which all the jealous suspicions 
of which it had at. first been tho object 
were destined to disappear. 

The Government, however, not consid- 
ering the Surgeon General, of wli^m we 
have just spoken, equal to tho demands of 
the time, resolved that another should be 
appointed. This appointment depeuded on 
the President, but it was known that the 
opiuion of the Secretary of War would 
have great influence on his choice. In de- 
parting from tho rule of seniority, there 
was great danger lest favoritism might pre- 
vail over merit; yet it was of the utmost 
importance that the positiou should be 
given to him who was best qualified to fill 
it, without respect to rank or age. Under 
these circumstances, the Commission re- 
solved to choose a candidate, and respect- 
fully to present the name of their choice to 
the President. While the proposed new 
medical act was under discussion in Con- 
gress, the standing committee, comprising 
several of the most eminent practitioners 
in the United States, began to look out for 
a person possessing the scientific acquire- 
ments and administrative abilities necessa- 
ry for such a position. They made choice 
of I)r. W. A. Hammond, assistant surgeon 
of the medical staff. After some hesita- 
tion, Mr. Lincoln decided to present the 
name of the candidate of the Commission 
to Congress, and he was confirmed. From 
a simple First Lieutenant, director of a sin- 
gle hospital, Ur. IIamraond„roso at once to 
the rank of a Brigadier General, and had 
all the responsibility of the medical de- 
partment of an army as numerous as that 
of any power in Europe. The results of 
his nomination have answered the hopes of 
his friends, and satisfied the wants of the 
country. The London “ Mai it at Times," 
dated the 17th of October, ”1803, says of 
Ur. Hammond : “ Making allowance for 
the usual transatlantic exaggerations, he 



really seems to have performed his work 
well. Appointed by tho President in spite 
of the old routine custom, over the heads 
of many seniors, he came to his task full of 
vigor, in the prime of life, and capable of 
great physical endurance. With a bold 
hand he surrounded himself with trust- 
worthy subordinates, displacing many who 
he did not think equal to the crisis, and 
proceeded energetically with his work. 
Large armies had to be provided for, a sys- 
tem of military hospitals to be organized, 
the examining boards to be reconstructed, 
and an army medical school and museum to 
be founded. Well, in these vast and use- 
ful works, he seems to have succeeded be- 
yond all expectation.” 

He recognized the importance of the 
labors of the Sanitary Commission, and 
after his election this body became what it 
was destined to bo — an aid to the medical 
corps, and an ever present friend of tho 
sick and wounded. 

DISEASES IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF TEOI 
COCNTRY. 

After Dr. Hammond had taken charge 
of the medical department of the army, the 
Sanitary Commission was enabled to give 
all its attention to its original object. In 
order to assail the rebellion to the best ad- 
vantage, the theatre of the war had been 
divided by the government into military 
departments; these were generally determ- 
ined by the basins of the great rivers, such 
as the Potomao, the Mississippi, tho Cum- 
berland, Ac. ; but there were also those of 
North and South Carolina, Ac. These de- 
partments, in many respects, differ widely 
from each other ; it may almost bo said 
that ail the latitudes and all the climates 
of Europe are therein represented. Dis- 
eases which cause great ravages in one of 
these departments are sometimes wholly 
unknown in another. It has been neces- 
sary to institute particular inquiry respect- 
ing the proper mode of treating certain 
miasmatic diseases to which the armies of 
Europe are strffngers. The Commission 
has made great efforts to obtain in advance 
the necessary information concerning the 
destination or change of position of tho 
different army corps ; as soon as it lias been 
obtained, physicians and surgeons have 
been sent with each army corps, that they 
might make particular inquiry respecting 
the principal diseases prevailing in that 
locality. The reports of these physicians 
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furnish the Commission with full informa- 
tion, not only with respect to the preven- 
tive measures necessary to be adopted, and 
the usual mode of treating (he diseases in 
question, but also as to the best nv-thods of 
forwarding supplies to the point desired. 

HOSPITAL TRANSPORTS. 

At the commencement of the war the 
military operations on both sides bad for 
their bases the courses of navigable waters. 
To that, both Unionists and Secessionists 
were forced, by the nature of the country, 
there being in the South but few railways, 
aud these having but a single track, while 
good roads of the ordinary kiud arc almost 
unknown, and those which do exist are im- 
practicable during a considerable part of 
the year. In consequence of this state of 
things, the Sanitary Commission recom- j 
mended that a system of transports should 
be organized, and setting the example, it ! 
obtained from the government several large i 
river steamboats, aud converted them into | 
hospitajs. In these it placed its own sur- 
geons and competent attendants for the ; 
sick, together with medicines and provis- 
ions, and despatched them to the scone of 
military operations. 

In order to give an illustration of the 
utility of these floating hospitals, we may 
refer to the campaign of the Peninsula in 
1862. The base of Gen. McClellan’s oper- 
ations against Richmond was formed by the 
rivers York and 1‘amuukey. From the 
early part of the campaigu until the in- 
surgents had turned the right flank of the 
main army, (about the end of June,) thus 
compelling the latter to retreat from its 
position on the Chickahomiuy, the sick and 
wounded of the Federal army were con- 
veyed to West Point, on the Pamunkey. 
There the general hospitals of the army were 
established, but they were soon full ; the 
climate of this locality was excessively hot j 
aud unhealthy, and the medical corps in- 
sufficient in number for theproperdischarge 
of thefr duties. As soon, therefore, as the 
floating hospitals arrived, the sick were 
conveyed by way of the Pamunkey and 
York to Fortress Monroe, at the entrance of 
the < hesapeake. There, having tile benefit 
of the refreshing sea breeze, and only- 
twelve hours distant from Haiti more by 
steam, they could readily obtain all needful 
assistance, and if occasion required, they 
could be directly transported to the North. 

The steamers on the American rivers arc 



particularly adapted for such a service. 
All their machinery is above the water 
line ; they draw only a few feet of water, 
the cabins being arranged one above the 
other, the vessel sometimes having three 
tiers of them. The windows are large, the 
ceilings high, thus allowing a free supply 
of that element which is so essential to a 
hospital — pure air — even when there arc on 
board from eight hundred to a thousand 
persons. 

It may not be out of place to give here 
some idea of the work which has been ac- 
complished on these floating hospitals of 
the Sauitary Commission. The women 
hv c , also, are the life and soul of these es- 
tablishments, surpassing tho men, even, in 
courage and energy. They belong nearly 
all to the most wealthy or most respectable 
families, for it is generally regarded as a 
great honor to be employed by the Commis- 
sion in such service. This is the more sur- 
prising, because it could not be supposed 
that their former habits of comfort and 
luxury could prepare them for encountering 
the perils and privations which they must 
necessarily meet with in this field of labor. 

From a work recently published, respect- 
ing 'the Sanitary Commission, by one of 
their female attendants, ( garde maladesi) 
wo extract tho following: • 

“ At midnight two steamers came along- 
side the F.ltn City. each with a hundred 
sick, bringing word that the Daniel Web- 
ster No. 2, (a side-wheel vessel, not a Com- 
mission boat,) was aground at a little dis- 
tance, with two hundred more, having no 
one in charge of them, aud nothing to eat. 
Of course they had to be attended to. So 
amidst the wildest and most beautiful storm 
of thunder and lightning, four of us pulled 
off to her in a little boat, with tea, bread, 
brandy, and beef essence. (No one can 
tell how it tries my nerves to go toppling 
round at night in little boats, and clamber- 
ing up ships’ sides on little ladders.) We 
. fed i hem — the usual process. Poor fellows! 
! they were so crazy ! And then the Wissa- 
j hickon came alongside to transfer them to 
the E'm City. Only a part of them could 
go in the first load. Dr. Ware, with his 
constant thoughtfulness, made me go in her 
to escape returning in the small boat. Just 
as we pushed off, the steam gave out, and 
wo drifted end on to the shore Then a 
boat had to put off from the Elm City, with 
a line to' tow us up. All this time the 
1 thunder was incessant, the rain fulling in 
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torrents, whilst every second the beautiful 
crimson lightning flashed the whole scene 
open to us.” 

Another episode presents trnits of char- 
acter truly heroic. We may here remark, 
in passing, that the Sanitary Commission 
does not keep in its service any ono who 
manifests the slightest timidity under the 
fire of the enemy or in any other danger. 

The following circumstances occurred 
after the retreat from the Chickahomiuy, 
when the army of the Potomac had jjist 
arrived at the James river : 

“Reached Harrison’s I5ar at 11 A. M., 
July 1st, and were ordered to go up the 
James river as far as Carter’s Landing. .To 
do this we must pass the batteries at City 
Point. We were told there was no danger, 
if we should carry a yellow flag ; yellow 
/lay we had uone, so we trusted to the red 
Sanitary Commission, and prepared to run 
it. The Galena hailed us to keep below 
as we passed the battery. Shortly after, 
we came up with The Monitor , nnd the 
little captain, with his Hast India hat, 
trumpet in hand, repeated the advice of 
The Galena, nnd added that if ho heard 
firing he would follow us. Our cannon 
pointed its black muzzle at the shore, and 
on we went. As wo left The Monitor. 
the captain came to me, with his grim 
smile, and said, ‘ I’ll take those mattresses 
you spoke of.' We had joked, as people 
will, about our danger, and 1 had suggested 
mattresses around the wheel-house, never 
thinking that he would try it But the 
captain was in earnest; when was he any- 
thing else? So the ‘contrabands’* brought 
up the mattresses and piled them against 
the wheel-house, and the pilot stood against 
the most with a mattress siung in the rig- 
ging to protect him. In an hour we had 

f ussed the danger and reached Carter’s 
.andiug, and there was the army; ‘ all that 
was left of it.’ ” 

Honor to the women ! They are the 
same in all parts of the world ; kind, devo- 
ted, counting their personal comfort and 
safety as nothing if they cau only relieve 
those who suffer. 



♦ Fmm (he commencement of the war this name waa 
given by the Union nrmlts to tho liberated nr-groe*. I fa 
origin wtu» u* follow* : When (tenoral Hntlrr coniiimndrd 
nt Fwtrw Monroe, ho wrote to the 8ocretorjr of War to 

a*k what wan to l*» done with the negroes who had not ran 
»* way from their ntnitm, hut wlioao mmten had run nwajr 
from them, adding, that Inuxmuoh a* they might bo made 
nao of in war, they ought, an well u» the other property of 
the rebel* rajmhb* of living no lined, to l*« ct .neutered at 
" contraband of war/' and the term liaa aiuco U*<*n u Direr- 
•ally applied to them. 

% 



MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS OP THE 8ANITAET 
COMMISSION. 

The want of a certain kind of experience 
of the medical officers of the volunteer 
army had, from the first, attracted the at- 
t ntion of the Commission. Almost all 
the surgeons and assistant surgeons were 
ignorant of that particular branch of med- 
ical science which relates to armies during 
a campaign. On the other hand, the Gov- 
ernment had too much to do to be able to 
give the necessary attention to this subject. 
Tho Sanitary Commission, therefore, nomi- 
nated of its own members a special commit- 
tee, chnrged with the preparation of a se- 
ries of report? on military surgery, and the 
subjects thereto appertaining. The fol- 
lowing list of pamphlets published by this 
committee will give some idea of this branch 
of labor: 

A — Report on Military Hygiene and 
Therapeutics. 

B — Instructions to Surgeons on Field of 
Battle. 

C — Rules for preserving the Health of 
the Soldier. 

D — Report on the use of Quinine as a 
Prophylactic. 

K — Report, on Vaccination in Armies. 

F — Report on Amputations. 

0 — ‘Report on Amputations through Foot 
and Ankle Joint. 

II — Report on Venereal Diseases, &o. 

1 — Report on Pneumonia. 

K — Report on continued Fevers. 

1, — Excision of Joints. 

M — Dysentery. 

N — Report on Scurvy. 

0 — Report on Treatment of F ractures in 
Military Surgery. 

P — Report ou Miasmatic Fevers. 

Q — Report on Yellow Fever. 

R — Hemorrhage from Wounds. 

S — Infections Diseases. 

T — Plaster of Paris Splints. 

All these documents are distributed gra- 
tuitously among the members of the medi- 
cal corps of the army. 

Had the Sanitary Commission done noth- 
ing else than publish these reports, and 
give circulation to this kind of information, 
it would have deserved the thanks of the 
army aud the country, for the surgeons of 
the regiments, nearly all of whom had 
recently passed from civil life to their new 
position, were, for the most part, but im- 
perfectly acquainted with the duties and 
demands of their office. 
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THE “ CUISINE ” OP TIIE CAMTS. 

The proper cooking of the food destined 
for the soldiers is a subject of great import- 
ance, »nd it early attracted the attention 
of the Commission. There was a great 
deal to be done in this respect. The ra- 
tions of the American soldiers greatly ex- 
ceed, both in quantity and variety, those of 
any other nation. Hut the Americans 
(generally speaking) are rather poor cooks, 
so that even the quantity of food bocamc, 
when it was badly prepared, a great cause 
of disease among the troops. As a general 
rule, the cooking during a campaign con- 
sisted in roasting (or rather in broiling) 
the meat which had becq, freshly killed 
over a fire built on the earth. In such a 
proceeding economy of fuel is usually a 
secondary consideration, and it sometimes 
happens that after a certain length of time 
they are reduced to short allowance. After 
an engagement the soldiers are not gener- 
ally iuclincd to fatigue themselves much 
in search for wood, nevertheless there are 
hundreds, sometimes thousands, of the 
wounded and sick to be nourished On 
such occasions the Commission made use 
of immense boilers mounted on wheels, and 
containing a soup well prepared and nour- 
ishing. which its agents distributed to the 
soldiers, who, on their part, were not long 
in imitating the example thus sot them. 

FLYIKO HOSPITALS. 

Another proposition of the Commission, 
which the medical corps adopted at once, 
was that of a military hospital arranged on 
an improved plan. A structure destined 
to receive, the sick, which can be quickly 
erected, which is sufficiently large, and at 
the same time easy of transportation, is a 
very great desideratum to every army ; and 
it may bo doubted whether these three es- 
sential conditions could be better fulfilled 
thau by the arrangement referred to. It 
consisted of the trunks of trees placed at 
the desired distance from each other, the 
roof being formed of tarpaulin, and the 
walls of sail-cloth, which could be raised 
or lowered at pleasure, according as much 
or little air might he desired. The first 
hospital uf this kind that was constructed 
contained 1,500 beds. 

A FALSE CHARGE REFUTED. 

How is Thill 

To the Editor of the A. Y. Tribune: 

Sir : I huro just seeu a letter from the wife of 



a soldier belonging to Schofield's army. She 
pays her husband has been in the hospital at 
Kewbi rn thre- weeks, reci-iying good care. But 
he adds : “The Christian and Sanitary Com- 
mi sions aro represent'd here, but the poor sick 
soldiers have to pay for what they get of them. 
It is the officera that receive the benefit of their 
ministrations.” This being the case, this poor 
woman has sent five dollars to assist her huibnnd 
in putting himself in condition to resume his 
place in line to figbfthe battles t-f bis country. 
Are not such women of more real value to the 
country than our Sanitary and Christian Com- 
mistions ? 

New York, April 10, 1805. 






Rooks or trr IT. S. Sar. Com., 

Niwberk, K. C , May 20, 1805. 

To Jno. S. Blatcdforp, Esq., 

General Secretary V. S. S. C. : 

Dear Sir : I propose to make a brief 
statement of what the Sanitary Commission 
has done for tho sick soldiers in this same 



hospital at Newborn, duriug tho limited 
period from January 1 to May 1, leaving 
the mauncr of the disbursement to more 
disinterested evidence. 



During the period referred to, we have 
issued to one hundred and foity-six requi- 
sitions of the Chief Surgeon and his assis- 
tants, to say nothing of individual relief to 
convalesceuts from this hospital calling at 
the rooms of tho Commission. These re- 
quisitions embrace — • 



Arm Sling* — 

bid* ... 

Hrcf8lOck.ll* 

Bit l pm, hot 

blackberry, rond’d, lb*. 
Kl.icWt«-rry Cord., bota» 

lit.mk'-H 

Brandy, qts 

Currants, boxes.... 

Cushions 

Chloride Lime. bt*K.... 
Drawer*, woolen, pn».« 
Dra wets, cotton, pr*,.... 

Dominoes, boxes 

* Eye Slmdrs 

Gelatine, lbs 

Al.*, Ult -. 

Apple Untter, keg 

lied Pans. 

Mouse* 

Cabbage, bbta 

Chocolate k C*>roa, lbs. 

Corn Starch, lbs 

Crocker*, bl»U ■ 

Crutches, pro 

Comfort Itajr* 

Dried Apples, bid 

Pried fruit, pkges 

Envelope* 

Farina, 1> 

Ginger Extract, bot 

Handkerchiefs.... 

Hal* 

lsinglM*, lbs mm 

Jellh*. jar*.... 

Krcut, bids 

Lemons boxes 

Lantern* — 



12 1 Canned Mutton, lb* 

4 Condensed Milk, It*.... 
800 Mittens, pr .......... 

1 Needle Rook* 

17 {Onions bid* 

llOvaraMta. Infantry 

46 'Pad* 

5 1 Punts, pr* 

•2 Paper, note, ream 

Sid; Penholder*, do*. ... 

6! Pen*, grow* 

781' Pickles bid* 

37 j Potatoes, bbl* 

4, Prunes pkgv* 

3 lillow Cases 

16] Pear*, 11*..... 

3 Rags bbl* 

1 1 Shirt*, cotton 

2 j Slipper*.... 

144j. c ock* 

237 pongee 

33 Sugar, white, lbs 

112; Surgical Shirts, cotton. 
51 -Surgical Shirt*, woolen.* 

lilVa, lbs 

9 Testament* 

1,000 1 Tin ('ups 

23 Tobacco, Hi* 

1 1 Tomatoes canned, lb*.. 

163 J Towel* 

34' M nt ton, canned, lb* 

Hy. Whiskey, pt* 

‘ill Wine, hot*.. 

9 Wrapper*... 

2i Vaccine Croat ... 

H 



240 

2,0*0 

1 

6 

CO 

35 

09 
138 

1! l 

323 

2 

144 
CO 

Vj 

145 
1,332 

29 

150 

GOO 

6 

80 

10 
7 

10 

12 

60 

29 

4,235 

3 

240 

22 

25 

5 

1 



The General Hospital, which is under 
the able management of I)r. Clayton Cow- 
gill, Surg. U. S. V., baa of its owq a weli- 
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regulated, extra-diet kitchen, supplied hy 
a hospital fund, administered with liberal- 
ity and judgment The capacity of the 
hospital Ins ranged from 8U0 to 3,000 
beds; and the fund has been abundant for 
supplying to the extra-diet kitchen every- 
thing attainable in this market, and for 
sending an occasional special ageut to New 
York for such articles ^nd quantities as 
were not attainable in this limited market. 
This hospital, through its whole history, 
from the capture of Newborn to the sur- 
render of the Rebel armies, has grown up 
under the daily observation of the agents 
of the Commission at this post, and is 
regarded by me to be as perfect in its- 
machinery and administration, and asjustly 
and humanely administered, as the best 
regulated institution in the couutry ; and 
this opiuion is sustained by the testimony 
of every Government official whose duty 
has led them to inspect it. 

I mention this not with the intention of 
drawing your attention from nny malfeas- 
ance with which our agents are charged in 
the Tribune, but to give the proper credit 
to the management of the hospital, and ac- 
count for the confidential relations between 
it and the Commission here. I have found 
no occasion to send an agent through the 
hospital to*disburso special comforts, as 
every bedside, at all hours of my visits, 
showed all the appendages and comforts 
required in a well attended sick room and 
by every phase of disease. Yet, during 
the Carolina campaign of Schofield’s and 
Sherman’s armies, the additional strain 
upon our hospital attention was met by the 
valuable and voluntary services of one as re- 
fined and gentle as the most tender sensi- 
bilities could render her, and whoso angelic 
ministrations were operating at the very 
time when this Tribune, item was penned. 
When the rush of Sherman’s sick and 
wounded poured in upon our overworked 
hospital and Sanitary corps, the matrons 
and female teachers employed in Ncw- 
bern came to the rescue, with offers of 
help in their appropriate sphere. They 
formed Teachers’ Associations of Relief, 
drew crude supplies generously from our 
Sanitary stores, and with gentle hand dis- 
bursed them, in the most tempting forms 
attainable by the culinary art, through all 
the wards of the hospital, under the pro- 
fessional supervision of the respective 
surgeons. This supervision was easily 
mamtaiued, ns the daily card of the surgeon 



for each patient indicated thp general and 
extra diet most suitable for bis ease. 

I record a lis' of some of the articles 
drawn by these ladies from the stores of 
the Sanitary Commission during six weeks 
of this period : 







08 


Corn Biiircli au«l tnalx*- 


jr.mnilv, Iroftlr* ... 


2 


Hit. Ilm 


127 Conliulfl ntirj Syrup#, 




Gelatine ami Ininglaas, 


1 lifl’llw 


20 





80 Fitri nn. It* 


44 


Armw-root, llm. 


l'*!Cnirk'-r*, lnml« 


1 






0 


Ttrlll.lt**' •«. It-** 


4?rW!r«*on ami t/iiocolat*. 




I)rir«l truit. bairrla 


2 ll» 


41 


( llw 


66 Pao*. canned, 11 


61 


Pay rmu, l*>ttle 


1 (linger, extra. I«x 


1 


I’rtM rvm ami Jcllirw, 8 


I Peara, rnniiMl, llw ) 




Tr.il» nn<l jitn». 


SOjPettchea 44 ** ..... V 


161 


IlMDUllS, 


2, Quint ca 44 ** .«..J 





These ministrations were made “ without 
money nod without price,” and 1 deem it 
impossible that any such malfeasance as 
indicated in the Tribune 'i item could be 
carried on in this hospital. 

Soldiers, in thousands of instances, eat 
drink, and wear, the choicest stores of the 
Sanitary Commission, without dreaming of 
the source from which they derive these 
comforts and luxuries, and in the very act 
of enjoyment, would be ready to aver un- 
consciously that they “ never rrccived any- 
thing from the Sanitary Commission.’' 
They do not always know what it is that 
softens the asperities of the service in this 
war, nor whence conics the relief that 
makes the soldier’s life in our armies so 
much moro tolerable than in any of the 
armies heretofore recorded in history. 

It would be difficult to conceive in what 
way the “ five dollars " were needed “ to 
assist her husbaud to resume his place in 
line,” &o., unless it was for cloth'os, and for ' 
these the hospital had two sources to draw 
from, viz : the Government stores and the 
Sanitary Commission. The surgeons in 
charge had a carte blanche on the Commis- 
sion here fotsupplics to mcetpressingwants, 
and the list shows that they made liberal 
use of it for tlicir patients, as in the lim- 
ited period alluded to, they drew over 800 
pairs drawers, 'JO blouses, 103 handker- 
chiefs, 35 overcoats, 138 pairs pants, 1,177 
shirts, 30 pairs shoes, 159 pairs slippers, 
and GOO pairs socks. 

I have prolonged this notice of the Tri- 
bune’* item to show that a soldier in the 
General Hospital in Newborn need not 
suffer for comfort, nor bny SanitiOw stores, 
nor seek from distant friends Use relief 
necessary to enable him to pla^e himself in 
line. No agent of the Sanitary Cominis- 
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sion has, at any time, sold any article to 
any person in this department. V ery res- 
pectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 

J. W. Page, M. D., 

1 mpeclor V ■ S. San. Con. 

DOWN THE MISSISSIPPI. 

Lodistillx, Ky., May S, 1866. 

Da. J. S. Newbebry, 

Se c’y Wesl'n Vep't U. S. S n. Com., 
t Louisville, Ky. : 

Dear Sra: According to your instruc- 
tions, ou the loth of April I took charge 
of the steamer J. T Air Comb*, at Louis- 
ville, chartered by the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, and loaded with stores, principally for 
the paroled prisoners at Vicksburg, or, in 
case they were not wanted there, to be 
taken to New Orleans. 

Wo left Louisville that night, and after 
stopping at several towns along the river to 
leave passengers, reached Paducah, Ky., 
before daylight on the 15th. I left a 
few packages for tho agency of the Sani- 
tary Commission there, and then went di- 
rectly on to Cairo, where we arrived in a 
few hours. There were about two car-loads 
of our stores, some stores of the Indiana 
Stato Agent, and a number of articles for 
the Frcedmcn’s Institute, which I took on 
here. The news of the death of President 
Lincoln reached us here, and it so occupied 
the minds of all that it was almost impos- 
sible to accomplish anything. We left at 
7 p. m., reported that night at Columbus, 
and reached Memphis the next afternoon. 
I left here some tobacco, codfish, condensed 
milk, and concentrated beef. A large sup- 
ply of stores had been received a few days 
• before, so they needed but a few things from 
our cargo. We were detained here four 
hours. We coaled a short distance below 
Memphis, and then kept on to Vicksburg. 

Monday afternoon we tied up at a mili- 
tary station, as the weather indicated a 
storm, butat 1 a. m., on Tuesday, we started 
again, and had not proceeded far when a 
sudden squall struck us, so that although 
the engine was reversed, we were driven 
with great force upon the bank, and then 
recoiling, were blown into the timber just 
below where we first struck. Here the 
boat was made fast. The extent of the 
damage was a leak, which, however, was 
not bad enough to prevent our continuing 
on our wny in a few hours. 

We arrived at Vicksburg at 10 a. m., on 
the 18th. I immediately found Mr. Tone, 
the ngent for the relief of the paroled pris- 
Vol. I. No. 39. 78 



oners, and learned from him that there was 
need for but a few stores from our cargo. 

I therefore transferred to him ten boxes to- 
bacco, one box pipes, one box piucushions 
and housewives, one box suspenders, one 
box buttons, thread, Ac., one box stationery, 
one box miscellany, nine barrels dried fruit, 
two barrels green apples, three kegs butter, 
and reading matter, also the packages for 
the Indiana Stato Agent and the Christian 
Commission. That evening I started with 
the remaining cargo for New Orleaus. The 
next morning we reached Natchez, and 
were detained a couple of hours in putting 
off the articles for the Frecdmen’s Institute. 

In the evening, a few miles below Mor- 
ganza, we went to the bank to wood. While 
there six guerrillas came up, and upon 
talking to them, they said there was a force 
of sixty more a short distaucc up the river, 
but they would send up a man to tell them 
not to come down. Nevertheless, we got 
up steam as quickly as possible, and sent 
one of the hands to let go our line, but the 
guerrillas threatened to shoot him if he 
touched it, so we let it go from the boat 
and backed off. Our man was not quick 
enough in getting on the boat, and was left. 
They fired at us once, but did not hit us. 
We afterwards learned from the man, whom 
they suffered to follow us on another 
steamer, that they were waiting for a larger 
force to come down to capture us. 

We stopped at Pori Hudson and Baton 
Rouge that night to report, and reached 
New Orleans on the afternoon of the 20th. 
Dr. Blake was very glad to receive the 
stores, as there was great need of them at 
Mobile. I delivered to him 1,375 barrels, 
31G boxes, 20 bales, 8 kegs of stores. The 
stores were in very good, condition on our 
arrival. Friday and Monday we discharged 
our cargo. On Saturday all business was 
stopped throughout the city. Tuesday 
morning we coaled, and then started on our 
return. I was unable to get any private 
freight to bring up, and had none of our 
own until wo reached Vicksburg, where l 
took on a number of articles that were of 
no further use there, since all but a ' 
few prisoners had left. I should h. • 
taken some prisoners on our boat, but the 
were ample hospital accommodations i . - 
Vicksburg, and a hospital boat was ex- 
pected soon, which could make them (there 
being only about 150) much more com- 
fortable than we could. 

Nothing of any importance happened on 
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the journey up the river. The news of the 
terrible disaster to the Sultana, which left 
Vicksburg three days before us was com- 
municated to us by a gunboat near Whito 
river. We stopped at places only long 
enough to report or coal, and reached Lou- 
isville on the 4th of May, three weeks 
from the day we started. 

The steamer, though a small one, was 
quite fast, and under the charge of excel- 
lent officers. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Russell Hodoe. 

THE CLOSE. 

In the narrowing of the supply work of 
the Commission, and the consequent con- 
traliiation of its records and laborers, the 
Bulletin office has been removed to Wash- 
ington. This number makes its first visit 
to the Branches and Aid Societies from the 
Central Office. It will visit thorn once 
more — next month ; and then, like the Aid 
Societies, of which it is the organ, will rest 
till Providence may indicate the necessity 
for further expression. 

Words perish ; but the ideas which lie 
behind and beneath them are immortal. 
Forms die ; but the principles of which 
they aro the visible expression — never. 

The great idea of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion is a living idea; it livos in the heart 
of the American people, and can never be 
obliterated. We may write its history aud 
record the names and deeds of its workers 
— it may be preserved through generations 
and admired by all people ; but the ideas, 
principles, and thoughts which it has in- 
fused throughout the entire system of our 
political and social life have made an im- 
pression upon 'human character and givon 
shape to benevolent effort that can nover 
lose its impression upon human society. 

This seems to be saying a great deal, 
but it is saying no more than may be said 
of all truth and goodness. 

The Aid Societies that exist through the 
country, though they may for a while 
cease their activity, can never cease to 
exist, in an ideal form, in the minds and 
hearts of the women who constitute them. 



They have been the spongioles of the 
larger roots of our tree, which have gently 
aod imperceptibly moved among the hidden 
springs of the heart of America, and drawn 
in the current of sympathy and love that 
has developed a fruitage such as the world 
has never seen before. 

There must he no severance of any part 
of this great life machinery. If it should 
for a time cease to be active, it should be 
like the tree in winter, without leaves or 
visible life, but ready for the outcoming 
sun and falling rain of another season to 
revive and beautify it. If the season never 
comes, it may stand a bold and noble tree 
still, being its own record of past useful- 
ness. 

WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RE- 
LIEF. 

Close or the Scppi.t Department or the Com- 
mission — No. Xt. 

7b the Membert of the Soldiert* Aid Societies, con- 
tributing through the ) Yoman't Central Astana- 
tion of Relief: 

Beau Friends : We promised you that 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission would let 
you know, at the earliest possibto moment, 
when your work might conscientiously be 
brought to a close. The accompanying 
Circular (San. Com. Doe. No. 1)0) fixes the 
4th of July next as that date. 

The war is over ! No more battle-fields, 
no more starviug prisoners, no more wound- 
ed men, no more terrible lists of the mis- 
sing and dead. The suffering and woe wo 
have all tried to mitigate are at last passing 
away 1 

We will continue to furnish you with 
material as heretofore, only requesting you 
to Lake what you are sure you can return 
by July 4th. If your treasury contains 
money enough to buy all you can make up 
in that time, we will send you its full value 
in material, but without doubling the 
amount as usual. Thus all the funds in 
hand, collected for the use of the soldiers 
through our agency, may be immediately 
turned over to the Commission. 

Although our work of furnishing sup- 
plies for our sick and wounded soldiers at 
a distance is nearly at an end, there still 
remains to us the duty and the privilege of 
cherishing the maimed and disabled veter* 
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ana who are returning to ns. Every town 
and district will claim the opportunity of 
supporting and helping such of its own 
soldiers as may need this care. We beg 
you will Icppp alive your Soldiers’ Aid or- 
ganizations for this sacred duty. 

Our usual Annual Report will be omitted, 
or rather deferred, until we can give you 
our final statement and farewell. 

Fora few weeks longer, then, we shall work 
together, as we have for the past four years. 
8hould some new demand arise in the fu- 
ture, we shall rejoice to renew our connec- 
tion with you. 

I am, most liffectionately yours, on behalf 
of the Association, 

Ellen Collins, 

Ch'n Committee on Supplier 
Nzw York, 11 Cooper Union, 

Mry 23, 1805. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOY- 
MENT. 

Central OrriCK, 
Washinoton, D. C., June 10, 1805. 

In our circular of tho 15th ultimo, ad- 
dressed to the Branches and Aid Societies 
tributary to the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
concerning future opportunities and meth- 
ods of work, and more especially the pro- 
curement of employment for discharged 
soldiers, as far as may bo necessary in con- 
sequence of physical disability, or as a 
means of aiding their return to former re- 
lations and occupations in civil life, it was 
proposed to furnish certain carefully pre- 
pared forms. 

These forms are herewith transmitted. 

Their use, while diminishing the labor, 
will also facilitate an intelligent and syste- 
matic prosecution of tho work, and will 
enable the Central Office of the Commis- 
sion eventually to tabulate the results gath- 
ered from all Aid Societies throughout the 
country. 

Forms A, B, C, D, and E, relate exclu- 
sively to the procurement of employment, 
and sufficiently indicate the method and all 
necessary detail pertaining to the work. 

It is important that the large and varied 
measure of good which may be secured to 
the soldier and to the community, by a 
thorough and generous application of the 
methods here presented, be kept clearly in 
view. 

The Bureau of Information and Employ- 
ment is designed to accomplish tho follow- 
ing specific objects : 

1. To aid those who have served honor- 



ably in the Army and Xavy of the United 
States in obtaining employment, and to fa- 
cilitate their return to former occupations 
and relations in civil life. 

2 To prevent, as far as possible, tho ne- 
cessity for costly charitable institutions, by 
thus encouraging industry, and aiding the 
disabled soldier, who might otherwise seek 
an asylum, to strive for. self-support. 

3. To lessen the pauperism and crime, 
necessarily more or less a consequence of 
war, which surely attend on large numbers 
of unoccupied men left to themselves 
without employment or means of subsist- 
ence. 

4. To save to the country a large amount 
of productive labor, at a time when it can 
least afford to maintain idle hands. 

Form F embraces questions to bo an- 
swered, not by the soldiers themselves, but 
by intelligent observers, upon certain gen- 
eral conditions incident to the war, and to 
the return of the soldiers to their homes. 

This form may seem to some unnecessa- 
rily full, and demanding information not 
immediately tending to practical results. 
The purpose which, has determined the se- 
lection of the questions embraced may, 
therefore, be distinctly stated. It is, First, 
to collect such information concerning our 
discharged soldiers as will enable us most 
judiciously and effectively to be prepared 
to render to those Teally needing it any 
form of aid or relief which may be de- 
manded of the people, in behalf of the 
men, or tho children of those men, who 
have fought our battles; Second, to Reize 
upon the occasion which is now presented 
for gathering material which shall illus- 
trate the manner in which, under republi- 
can institutions, these men, long aliens from 
home pursuits, are at once quietly reinsta- 
ted in their former industrial relations, and 
bccomo again vital parts of the living 
whole. The value of tho facts which may 
be thus obtained, in answer to the questions 
of Form F, can scarcely be over-estimated 
in its bearing upon many important ques- 
tions, which already begin to engage tho 
attention of statesmen and philanthropists, 
and which, in their answers, are to have a 
direct influence, in most practical ways, 
upon the future of the race. Unless the 
people themselves, through these agencies 
of the people, answer these questions, this 
record will never be made with tho com- 
pleteness which tho present opportunity 
alono affords. 
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The attention of our Aid Societies is 
agaiu directed to the valuable service which 
they may render to the families of dis- 
charged soldiers, by securing to them, 
through some systematic method, a knowl- 
edge of the existence and work of the 
“ Army and Navy Claim Agency” of the 
U. S Sanitary Commission, which performs 
without charge the work which would oth- 
erwise fall into the hands of claim agents, 
thereby subjecting tho soldier to a heavy 
tax, and often gross imposition and fraud. 

It is suggested that in places where there 
may be no established Claim Agency of the 
Commission, the Aid Societies may render 
valuable service bv applying to this Offico 
for necessary blanks and instructions, that 
will enable them, in many instances, to 
transact all necessary details in the adjust- 
ment of claims. 

In addition to the issue of cards and cir- 



culars, (according to accompanying forms,) 
to make known in your respective commu- 
nities the work you arc prepared to do, it 
is recommended, as an aid in your under* 
taking, that a liberal use bo made of your 
local press for advertising your office and its 
facilities for giving help to the discharged 
soldiers and their families. 

The necessary books and forms will be 
furnished by the Commission, upon appli- 
cation to tho Brauchcs or the Central Office ; 
and will be finally returned to the Central 
Office of the Commission, for purposes of 
tabulation. 

It is earnestly hoped that the work 
marked out in this supplement will be en- 
tered upon promptly. It is the demand of 
the present hour, as related to the welfare 
of our returning soldiers. 

Jno. 8. Blatchford, 

General Secretary. 



Form A — U. 8. Sanitary Cbmmitsion. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. ~ 

applicant's register. 



















































































































































































































16. Persons dependent on Applicant for 





















































































Form B —U. S. Sanitary Commurion. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
employer's register. 



























































5. Service required 














6. Hours of service roqnirod daily 














7. Skill or strength demanded 














8. Proposed Term of Engagement 














9. Compensation 














10. Remarks 
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Form C — U. X Sanitary f\mmwian. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 

Central Office, 244 F i>tr«et, Washington, D. C- 
MONTHLY RETURN. 



(Insert name of Aid Society.) 



Month of. 183 . 

Number of applications for employment : 

By Able-bodied men 

By Disabled men 

Total...". 

Number of applications by Employers 

Number furnished with Employment : 

Able-bodied Men 

Disabled Men 

Total ... 

Number who having been onca furnished with employment have applied a second time. 

KIND OF EMPLOYMENT FUBNISHED. 

JVo. 

Agricultural, . . 

Mechanical, . . 

Commercial, . • . 

Teaching, professional or fine arts, 

Laborers, . . . 

Others, not included in above, . 

REMAKES. 



.186 



To 



Form D— U. S. Sanitary Commit $ion. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 

a. ..a ...... a. U... •••••••• • ••■* ••••••• 

(Insert name of Aid Society.) 

186 . 



With the design of obtaining employment through this Bnreau 

refers to you as to his character and qualifications. 

You will oblige us by filling out and returning the annexed blanks with yonr signature, 
reply will be shown only to his employer. 

Respectfully yours, 



A f. 



Is he temperate? X. 

Is he industrious ? 

Do yon deem "him honest? 

How long have you known him ? ; 

Btnte facts which may be of service to him, or of which his employer should be informed. 
No Iniert No. of application.) 



Youi 



Form E — V. S. Sanitary Commission. 

.BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 



(Inaert name of Aid Society.) 



To 



Yon are requested to call at onr office respecting your application at o’clock, 

on inst., and to bring this notice with yon. 



No. 



Insert No. of Application.) 



.186 . 
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Form F— L”. S. Sanitary Ormmitrion. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 

Cestkal Office 244 F bt., Wasbingtos, D. C. 

Returns from 

186 . 


I. Population, according to census of 1800, included in the 
















V. Of those who have returned homo, what proportion are 




VI. Of those disabled, what proportion are seriously disabled ? 




VIII. What proportion have come distinctly upon the chari- 




IX. What agencies exist in your community for the relief of 




X. What has been the kind and amount of aid which these 




XI. In your community how far is preference given by em- 








XIII. Number of these widows who are poor and partially 








XV. What available provision has been made by tho State 
or by other agencies bv which these children, if poor, can be 




XVI. To what extent is aid of this kind, if any exists, sought 




XVII. What, upon the whole, has been the effect of this 
long term of military service upon tho moral tone of the sol- 




XVIII. What has been the effect i^pon the industrial habits 




XIX. In there any marked effect upon the homes and upon 

the children of these soldiers, produced by this long absence of 
the father of tho family? If there is, how, an general terms, 
does it show itself. 

XX. Taking your community as a whole, what do you ob- 
serve is the influence of the war, including, on the one side, the 
effect of theso calls for generous sacrifices, tho discipline of 
hopes and fears and sorrows, and, on the other hand, the de- 
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(Form of Circular to be printed and used by Aid Societies in 
their reepectire localities, the proper designation of ouch 
being Inserted.) 

U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 



(Insert name of Society.) 

This Bureau is established with the following 
objects : 

1. To aid those who have served in tho Army 
and Navy of the United States in obtaining em- 
ployment. 

2. To prevent, as far as possible, the necessity 
for costly charitable institutions, by thus encour- 
aging industry, and aiding the disabled soldier, 
who might otherwise seek au asylum, to strive 
for self-support. 

3. To lessen the pauperism and crime necessa- 
rily more or leas a consequence of war, and which 
Suiely attend ou large numbers of uuoccupied 



men left to themselves without employment or 
mcaDs of subsistence. 

4. To save to the country a largo amount of 
productive labor, at a time when it can least 
alford to maintaiu idle hands. 

The services of the Bureau aro given gratui- 
tously. 

Information and suggestions arc solicited rela- 
tive to employments adapted to maimed and dis- 
abled men. Employers aro.oarnestly requested 
to make application to this Bureau for every 
class of labor ; and are reminded that our Army 
and Navy have contained many of the best and 
most trustworthy young men of the nation — 
skilled in every occupation. 

It Is demanded by both patriotism and human- 
ity, that the light occupations of all towns, and 
whatever work can be as well done by invalid, 
soldiers as by others, be given to the men who 
may have incapacitated themselves for rivalry in 
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more active and laborious fields of duty, by giv- 
ing their limbs, their health, and thoir blood to 
the nation. 

[Append name* of Officers of Aid Society.] 

JNO. S. BLATCHFOKD, 

General Secretary. 

THE RECORD OP THE COMMISSION. 

The years of thought and labor that have 
been given to the Commission are in the 
past. Their record is unseen of the people 
as yet, and hence it is not appreciated. 

In all the societies that have been tribu- 
tary to it, there is a history of toil, of pray- 
er, and patriotism that should be developed 
as an example to the world, as well as a just 
tribute to those who have participated in 
the work. 

Every agent upon the field, every visitor 
and inspector of camp and hospital, has a 
record of his work, if not in tangible form, 
in his memory and heart. And it should 
be brought to light, that the whole may be 
condensed, and a history which shall exceed 
the history of any other benevolent organi- 
sation the world has ever known, be made 
the crowning glory of our age. 

The churches have not done for missions, 
humanitarians for their peculiar plans of 
benevolence, politicians for their min- 
istries of public charity, what has been 
done for the army of the Union by the 
Union-loving people of tho country during 
the continuance of the war. 

The reason why so much has been ac- 
complished is found in the universality of 
the claim for aid, without reference to 
names or divisions. All classes of people 
went to war, as representatives of all classes 
at home, and the generous sacrifice of the 
soldier wa3 only equalled by the response 
of the people at home to* strengthen and 
supplement the resources of the Govern- 
ment, that it should not fail in its care of 
the soldier. 

Let all these fragmentary histories be 
collected. Let every incident of striking 
value be taken from tho private diary of 
every one who has labored for the Commis- 
sion, and forwarded to the Historical Bureau. 



In the armies of tho East and West alike, 
noble womon have ventured into camp and 
field, and done noble service. Let these 
make their record. 

Volunteers who have not been sent out 
by the Commission, but who have labored 
with it, and drawn from its snpplies, have 
a record. Let tho facts of their experi- 
ence be presented and make a part of the 
history of the times. 

State agents have gone under appoint- 
ment of governors and legislation, quar- 
tered with the Commission, and been ■ a 
part of its practical machinery. These 
have a peculiar record that should be incor- 
porated in history with that of the whole 
people. 

Railroad, transportation, and telegraph 
companies have opened their cars, boats, 
and offices, and said to tho people, “ Use us 
and our appliances in the cause and the 
generosity and promptness with which they 
have acted is not only a matter of public 
interest, but one which is needful to make 
complete the testimony that will be Been 
of men in this behalf. 

The work of children, in schools, alert 
clubs, and little social fairs, has been won- 
derful ; and when these children shall grow 
to manhood they will be glad to find the 
truth written for them and theirs. 

Let aid societies, churches, children, 
■ agents, visitors, observers, corporations, and 
individuals, who have aided the Sanitary 
Commission in any way, and who should 
be incorporated in its history, furnish their 
own record of facts and labors, and all such 
documents Bhall be filed and properly no- 
ticed. 

Address, Historical Bureau, U. S. Sani- 
tary Commission 244 P St., Washington, 
D. C. 

REBEL BARBARITY. 

State op Virginia, ) 

County of Fairfax, } 

Charles A. Watson, 1st sergeant Com- 
pany “ E j" Freeman D. Nason, sergeant, 
Company “G;” James Cusack, private, 
Company “A Benjamin Hen-aid, private, 
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Company “ A Henry W. Howard, pri- 
vate, Company “ D Henry Slate, pri- 
vate, Company “ D ,” George Taylor, pri- 
vate, Company “ D George Hurley, pri- 
vate, Company “ D all of the 17th Reg- 
iment of Vermont State Volunteer Infan- 
try, being severally duly sworn, each for 
himself deposes and says : That deponents 
were captured by the rebel forces on the 
30th day of September, 1864, at Shady 
Grove Church, near the Weldon railroad, 
in the State of Virginia ; that they were ta- 
ken to prison first at Petersburg, next at 
Richmond, and finally at Salisbury, N. C., 
at which place they all, except deponent, 
Slate, remained imprisoned from October 
5, 1864, until February the 24th, 1865; 
that upon deponents’ arrival there wero 
about 10,000 Union men in said prison at 
Salisbury ; that immediately after their 
capture, and at Petersburg, Va , their blan- 
kets and all their valuables were taken 
from the persons of deponents by the reb- 
els ; that during their stay at Salisbury 
prison, of four months and over, no cloth- 
ing whatever was issued by the rebel au- 
thorities, and until about the time of depo- 
nents’ release, in February, 1865, no blan- 
kets were furnished to the prisoners at that 
place ; that hardly any of said prisoners had 
blankets of their own ; that during a large 
portion of the time of their imprisonment, 
viz., the months of December, 1864, and 
January and February, 1865, the weather 
was very cold, with heavy frosts and severe 
rains, and that said prisoners, during such 
period of time, had no shelter of any kiud 
whatever from the inclemency of the 
weather, excopt as follows : about one-third 
of the prisoners dug holes or caves in tho 
ground, into which they crept for protec- 
tion. That the rations of food issued to the 
prisoners at Salisbury were as follows : 
daily to each man, either one- half pound of 
corn or sorghum bread, or one pint of corn 
meal ground with the cob, and one half 
pint of very thin soup, without any sea- 
soning. About twice in each month beefs’ 
heads and livers and tripe, raw and bloody, 
were served out in quantities sufficient to 
give each prisoner a piece about the size of 
a man’s two fingers. Besides this no meat 
of any kind was ever served to tho prison- 
ers. Sometimes, but never in connection 
with the issue of meat as above, sorghum 
was given in tho amount of two or three 
spoonsful to a man . This issue was made, per- 
haps, once in each week. No salt was ever 



furnished tho Union prisoners, and no food 
was ever issued of any other kind or in any 
other quantities than as stated, during de- 
ponents’ stay in said prison. On an average, 
at least one day in each week no ration or 
food whatever was given to the prisoners ; 
and on thanksgiving and Christmas days of 
1864, no food was given to said prisoners, 
and the reason assigned that these were 
feast days for their friends at home aud 
should be made fast days to them. During 
the first two or three months of their con- 
finement as above, deponents say that 
water was only given to them from res- 
ervoirs or cisterns in the prison yard, con- 
taining the drainings of the yard. Avery 
gTcat number of the prisoners were so fee- 
ble and sick as to bo unable to reach the 
sinks to relieve the wants of nature, and 
the filth and excrement deposited by these 
men were washed by the rain, and that wa- 
ter drained into these wells and cisterns. 
After the first month the number of wells 
was increased, but the character of the 
water was unchanged. Water was not fur- 
nished in sufficient quantities for both 
washing and drinking, and consequently 
the great majority of the men were unable 
to wash at all, cither their persons or cloth- 
ing. Many became so blackened by dirt 
and smoke as not to be distinguishable 
from negroes except by the color or char- 
acter of their hair. 

That there were eight hospitals in the 
yard, containing in all about 550 patients, 
and always full, and that there were al- 
ways more sick, and actually more men 
died iu the open yard than in the hospitals. 
The sick were laid in these hospitals on the 
bare board floor, and in one hospital on the 
earthen floor, without bed, bedding, or cov- 
ering of any kind whatsoever. To each 
sick man was issued daily rations of wheat 
bread i of a pound, a little rice soup once 
each day, and a little meat about the size 
of a man’s two fingers once a week. De- 
ponent, Henry W. Howard, further says 
that he was employed in said hospitals as a 
nurse to tho sick, and has known instances 
of sick prisoners being two whole days 
without food of any kind. Said Howard 
and deponent Watson further say, that 
they kept records of deaths in the prison 
during said four months of their stay, and 
from these records, and from information 
derived from the records of surgeons in 
said hospital, they state that of the 10,000 
prisoners confined in said prison in Octo- 
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ber, 1864, over 5,100 died mainly from 
want, hanger, and exposure, between Oc- 
tober, 6, 1864, and February 24, 1865. 

Prisoners dying were commonly stripped 
of their clothing, if it was of any value 
whatever, thrown naked, and in a miscel- 
laneous pile, into a wagon, carted out of 
the yard, and thrown, in layers three or four 
deep, into trenches five or six feet in depth, 
dug for the purpose of burial. Deponents 
further say, that they have and each of them 
has seen these wagons, full of the dead 
bodicsof Union prisoners, when hindered by 
a rut or hole in tho road, relieved by throw- 
ing out the bodies of our men like sticks 
of cord- wood. 

Deponents further say, that about the 
middle of November, 1864, the rebel au- 
thorities began efforts to induce the prison- 
ers to enlist in the rebel army. The pro- 
cess was this : For two or three days no 
food was issued except & pint of thin soup, 
without bread or other accompaniment. 
On the third day a large box of cooked 
meat and a box of white bread was placed 
at the gate, within full sight of the prison- 
ers, and the offer was made by either Gen- 
eral York, Brigadier General, C. S. A., or 
by Major Gee, in immediate command of 
the prison, or by some other authorized 
officer, that to each prisoner who would en- 
list in the rebel army one pound of the 
meat and one loaf of the bread would be 
given. Many men enlisted under this 
temptation, but deponents refused ; and on 
such refusal deponent Watson on one occa- 
sion heard said Brig. Gen. York state with 
an oath that it was their intention to starve 
said prisoners until they did enlist; and on 
another occasion, deponent Taylor heard 
Hiid Major Gee make the same statement. 
This process was put in force eight or ten 
times during the period of these deponents’ 
imprisonment, and about 1,500 Union sol- 
diers were driven by their sufferings so to 
enlist. That on one occasion, for two whole 
days no food or rations of any kiud what- 
ever were issued to the Union prisoners, 
and on the third day, which was, as depo- 
nents recollect, the 26th day of December, 
1864, tho boxes of meat and bread were 
again brought out, and the offer as above 
made. That under this great pressure, on 
that day five hundred or six hundred of the 
said Union prisoners did so culist in the 
rebel army, and deponent, Ucnry Slate, says 
that, driven by famine and suffering, he 
did so .-II list among them, and received the 



bounty of two loaves of bread and one 
pound of bacon. Said Slate further says, 
that he never bore arms in the rebel ranks, 
but was employed in digging in the trench- 
es, and about April 10, 1865, escaped to 
the Union lines. 

Chas. A. WAxaos, 1st Sergt. Co. E, 17th Vt. 
Freeman 1>. Nasos, Sergt. Co. G, 17th Vt 
Jambs Cusack, Co. A, 17th Vt. 

Uia 

Benjamin x IIekkald, Co. A, 17th Vt 
mark. 

Witness— Geo. J. Sicasd. 
hi* 

George x Tatlob, Co. D, 17th Vt. 
mirk. 

Witness — Geo. J. Sicabd. 

George J. Hurley, Co. D, 17th Vt. 

HENnr W. Howard, Co. D, 17th Vt 
Hrhby Slate, Co. D, 17th Vt. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this 
24th day of June, A. D. 1865, at Head- 
quarters, 17th Vermont Vols., near Alex- 
andria, Va. James S. Peck, 

Af’t i?(A Vt. VoU. 



SPECIAL BELIEF WORK OX THE RAILROAD 
CABS. 

During the past month the Sanitary 
Commission has been rendering a most 
valuable servico through tho agency of its 
Corps of Hospital Couriers, who go out 
upon tho evening express trains fVom 
Washington to minister to the needs of the 
disabled soldiers who may bo upon the 
several trains. In the process of rapidly 
discharging the inmates of the general hos- 
itals there are many men quite feeble jnd 
elpless who start upon tile railroad cars ; 
there have been during the four weekB 
past from ten to forty such men in each 
express train. The Hospital Couriers of 
the Commission are at the railroad Btation 
before the cars leave to help thbse feeble 
men in obtaining tickets, (if not provided 
beforehand,) and in securing comfortable 
scats; and during the journey to New 
York, Harrisburg, Wheeling, or wherever 
it may be, these sick soldiers have this 
friend near them, marked by his badge, 
whom they can call upon for any help they 
need. At tho end of each of the routes 
assigned to these Hospital Couriers respect- 
ively, the s'oldicrs are transferred to such 
Relief Station or railroad trains is fit ; and 
where the case calls for it, another Courior 
goes from this given point with any soldier 
who is too feeble to bo left simply to tho 
care of his companions. The Hospital Cou- 
riers who Icavo Washington daily start 
from “ The Homo ’’ of the Sanitary Com- 




The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 




ILY. McPIicrran, Supt. 

* Tho Uom«, . 

J. D. Chirk, 8«pt. 

** Horn© for •oldfciV wItmi »md 

reUtiYca*...... 

J. D. Clark, 8upL 

Total isj 4 l|»4pjloj"^ ],7wj l^Oo|ilttjl*|»Ssj« 



J MIM 2S2 S7 0T SSU3C 2,S«3 
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mission, 374 North Capitol street, noar tho 
Railroad StatioD, whero arrangements can 
be made for the care of any disabled soldier, 
discharged or furloughed, who is going 
upon tho train, and where, likewise, all in- 
formation eft be obtained concerning trans- 
portation, hospital ears, relief stations, ko. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
Centra!. Ornci, 244 F Street, 
Washinoton, June 8, 18SS. 

In consequence of the very large demand 



made upon the Sanitary Commission by the 
armies encamped in and about Washington, 
it has become necessary, ’for the present, to 
restrict our issues of articles of clothing to 
the sick, and to such soldiers as are really 



destitute and unable to procure supplies 
through regular channels, by reason of ab- 
sence from their commands, want of de- 



scriptive lists, or other cause. 

Jno. S. 13 latch ford, 

General Secretary, 
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“HOMES," “LODGES," AND "RESTS,” FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL, 1864. 
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THE 0. S, SANITARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War in Jane, 
18C1, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization 
were approved by the President of the United 
States. Its present organization is as follows ; 

H. W. Bellows, D. D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. 0. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 

Elisha Harris, M. D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M. D., New York. 

Wolcott Gibbs, M. D., Cambridge, Mass. 

S. G. Howe, M. D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M. D., New York, 

J. 8. Newberry, M. D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R, L 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark 8kinner, Chicago, 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Charles J. Stills, Philadelphia, Penn. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, 111. 

officers. 

H. W. Bellows, D. D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL. D., Vice-President. 

Geo. T. 8trong, Treasurer. 

Jno. 8. Blatchford, General Secretary. 

J. S. Newberry, M. D., Associate Secretary. 

8TANDIKQ COMMITTEE. 

Henry W. Bellows, D. D. Geo. T. Strong. 

Wm. H. Van Buren, M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M. D. 

C. R. Agnew, M. D. Charles J. Stilld. 



U. B. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

BUREAU OP INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 

Ctniral Office, 244 f Street, Washington, D. C. 

This Bureau is established with the following 
objects : 

1. To aid those who have served in the Army 

and Navy of the United States in obtaining em- 
ployment. * 

2. To provont, as far as possible, the necessity 
for costly charitable institutions, by thus encour- 
aging industry, and aiding the disabled Boldier, 
who might otherwise seek an asylum, to strive 
for Bell-support. 

3. To lessen the pauperism and crime necessa- 
rily nToro or less a consoqnencc of war, and which 
surely attend on large numbers of unoccupied 
men left to themselves without employment or 
moans of subsistence. 

4. To save to the country a largo amount of 
productive labor, at a time when it can least 
afford to maintain idle hands. 

The services of the Bureau are given gratui- 
tously. 

Information and suggestions are solicited rela- 
tive to employments adapted to maimed and dis- 
abled men. Employers are earnestly requested 
to make application to (bis Bureau for every 



class of labor ; and aro reminded that our Army 
and Navy have contained many of the best^nd 
most trustworthy young men of the nation — 
skilled in every occupation. 

It is demanded by both patriotism and human- 
ity, that the light occupations of all towns, and 
whatever work can be as well done by invalid 
soldiers as by others, be given ta the men who 
may have incapacitated themselves for rivalry in 
more active and laborious fields of duty, by giv- 
ing their limbs, their health, and their bloou to 
the nation. 



JTO CHARGE FOR SERVICES. 



This Agency is established to prosecute tho 
claims of those who have been in the service of 
the United 8tates, in the Army and Navy, and 
their dopondente, for Pensions, Arrears of pay, 
Bounty, Prize-Money, and all other Armv and 
Navy claims on tho Government, WITltOUT 
CHARGE OR EXPENSE OF ANY KIND 
WHATEVER TO THE CLAIMANT, 

czrarT&Ax. omen, 244 r st., 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DARIUS FORBES, 

General Agent, 
LOCAL AGENCIES: 



Albany, N. Y.; McClure & Miller. 

Amity, Penn.; J. D. Huston, P. M. 

Augusta, Me.; Joseph Burton. 

Adrian, Mich.; C. E. Barstow. 

Alton, 111.; James Newman. 

Buffalo, N. Y.; Dr. Joseph A. Peters, 29 Niag- 
ara street. 

Boston, Mass.; Francis S. Dyer, 63J Summer st 
Baltimore, Md.; Col. J. P. Creagor, 658 West 
Baltimore street. 

Bucksport, Me.; J. Edward Sherman. 
Bridgeport, Conn.; Andrew Grogan. 

Bangor, Mo.; Rucl Smith. 

Bowling Green, Ky.; E. F. Kianard. 
Burlington, Iowa; J. P. Brown. 

Brattleboro', Vt.; Geo. II. Bailey. 

Burlington, Vt.; A. J. Howard. 

Corinna, Me.; Freeman Knowles. 

Chicago, 111.; M. D. Bartlett 
Cleveland, O.; Wm. II. Gaylord. 

Carbondalc, Penn.; D. W. Lathrope. 

Concord, N. II.; Samuel C. Eastman. 
Chillicotlie, Ohio; Thaddeus M. Minshail. 
Dubuque, Iowa; E. 8. Norris. 

Dcs Moines, Iowa; Geo. I*. Abel. 

Davcuport, Iowa; Charles H. Kent 



U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION 

^rmj) anb $tabj Claim ^§targ. 
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Dayton. Ohio; Robert Brundrett. 

Detroit, Mich. ; Wra. Jcnnison, Jr. 

Elmira. N. Y.; Mrs. Charles B. Stuart. 

Erie, Penn.; A. J. Foster. 

Evansville, Ind.; Charles E. Marsh. 

Freehold, N. J.: Acton C. Hartshorn. 

Fond du Lac, Win.; N. C. Griffin. 

Fort Wayne, Ind.; David P. Whodon. 
Hampton, N. Y.; H. C. Broughton. 

Harrisburg, Penn.; Dewitt & Snodgrass. 
Hartford, Conn.; Richard W. Roberts. 
Indianapolis, Ind.; TemploC. Harrison. 

Levant, Me ; T. H. Wiggin. 

Lenox* N. Y.; R. H. W. Bruce. 

Ludlowville, N. Y.; John Ludlow. 

Louisville, Ky.; John Brown. 

Lafayette, Ind.; Taylor A Watson. 

La Croeso, Wis.; Stogdill k Daniels. 

La Porte, Ind.; Win. Andrew. 

Lowell. Mass.; N. D. A. Sawyer. 

Meadville, Penn.; D. C. McCoy. 

Milwaukee, Wis.; Win. G. Whipple. 

Madison City, 111.; David G. Phillips. 
Manchester, N. H,; Cyrus A. Sulloway. 
Montpelier, Vt.; D. L. Fuller. 

Madison, Wis.; Bucl E. Hutchinson. 

Marietta, Ohio ; Geo. M. Woodbridge. 

New Orleans, La.; C W. Seaton, % Julia street. 
New York, N. Y.; Henry Greenfield, 35 Cham- 
bers st. 

Newburgh, Me.; Ariel Kelly. . 

Neponset, Mass.; Thos. Temple. 

New Haven, Conn.; Francis M. Lovcjoy. 

New London, Conn.; Clias. M. Wilcox. 

New Bedford, Mass.; Win. Aliny. 

Paris, Me.; William A. Pidgeon. 

Portland, Me.: W. II. Fessenden. 

Providence, R. I.; William It. Walker. 

Peoria City, 111.; Cliauncoy Nyc. 

Portsmouth, N. II.; Sullivan Holman. 
Plattsburgh, N. Y.; Oren C. Gregg. 

Quincy, 111.; Henry A. Castle. 

Rochester, N. Y.; I)r Austin Mandoville, Room 
No. 5, Corinthian Hall Building. 

Rutland, Vt.; James E. Forter. 

Richmond, Ind.; Lewis D. Stubbs. 

•Syracuse, N. Y.; Silas F. Smith. 

St. Paul s, Minn.; CoJ. John l’ellcr. 

Springfield, Me.: A. D. Clarko. 

Spencer, N. Y.; C. W. Bradley. 

Sliippensburg, Pa.; D. W. Thrush. 

Springfield, Mass.; Lewis A. Tifft 

Troy, N. Y.; B. II. Hall. , 

Treuton, N. J.; D. C. Allinson. 

Terro Haute, Ind'.'; Thomas C. Bailey. 
Wilkesbarre, Pa., Hubbard B. Payne. 

Worcester, Mass.; John A. Lovell. 

Watertown, Wis.; Calvin B. Skinner. 
Wilmington, Del.; Levi C. Bird. 

Zanesville, O.; David Hull. 



SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

F. N. Knapp, Supt.., Washington, D. C. 

J. B. Abbott, Chief Asst., Washington, D.C. 
" SOLDIERS' HOMES" AND “LODGES.” 
[Objects. Temporary nid and protection, — 
food, lodging, care, &c.,— for soldiers in transitn, 
chiefly the discharged, disabled, and furloughed.] 



Alexandria, Va. “ Alexandria Lodg*.” 
Oraugn and Alexandria Railroad Station. J. B. 
Holt, Superintendent. 

Annapolis, Md. “ Home roa Soldiers' 
Wives and Mothers." Mrs. Hopes Sayres, 
Matron. 

Baltimore, Md. “ 8oldiers’ Home." No. 
62 Conway Street. A. E. Hostings, Supt. 

“Soldiers’ Lodok.” Opposite Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Station. 
, Superintendent 

Boston, Mass. “Soldiers’ Home." No. 
76 Kingston street. Charles F. Mudge, Supt., 
near Boston and Worcester Railroad Depot. 

Buffalo, N. Y. “Soldiers’ Rest." Ex- 
change street, opposite Central Railroad Depot. 
Mrs. H. Inderinc, Matron. 

Cairo, 111. “ Soldiers’ Home.” C. N. Ship- 
man, Superintendent. 

Camp Nolson, Ky. “Soldiers’ Home.” 
Thomas Butler, Superintendent. 

Cincinnati, O. “ Soldiers* Home.” Third 
street. Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Supt. 

Cleveland, Ohio. “Soldiers’ Home.” 
Joseph Jerome, Superintendent. 

Columbus, Ohio. “ Soldiers" Home.” 
T. E. Botsford, Superintendent. 

Detroit, Michigan. “Soldiers' Home." 
No. 81 Jefferson Avenue. 

Harrisburg, Pa. Near the Railroad De- 
pot. “ Soldiers’ Lodge." W. H. Hadley, Supt. 

Hartford, Ct. “ Soldiers' Lodge.” Near 
Railroad Depot. 0. B. Scgir, Superintendent. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana. “Soldiers' 
Home." New Market street, near the Depot. E. 
T. Smith, Superintendent. 

Louisville, Ky. “Soldiers’ Home.” V. 
Scott, Superintendent. 

Memphis, Tonn. “Soldiers' Lodge.” 
Near landing. C. W. Christy, Superintendent 
and Relief Agent. 

Nashville, Tenn. “ Soldiers’ Home.” 
Captain I. Bray ton, Superintendent. 

Now Orleans, La. “Soldiers’ Home.” 
Corner Magazine and Julia streets. Sumnei 
Bullard, Superintendent. 

New York City. “ Discharged Soldiers’ 
Home." No. 45 Grove street, near Blecker. 
Dr. M. M. Marsh, Superintendent. 

Paducah Ky. “Soldiers’ Home.” E. D. 
Way, Superintendent. 

Portsmouth, Va. “Soldiers’ Home.' 
John Alcooke, Superintendent. 

Philadelphia, Pa. “Soldiers’ Lodge." 1 
Corner 13th and Christian streets, near Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad 
Depot. Col. C. E. Soest, Supt. 

Richmond, Va. “Soldiers’ Home." Geo. 
T. Williams, Superintendent. 

Washington, D, C. “ Tiie Home.” No. 
374 North Capitol street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

“ Home for Soldiers' Wives and Mothers.” 
No. 380 North Capitol street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

“LodoeNo.4 " No. 389 H street. , Supt. 

“Lodge No. 5.” Maryland At., near Wash- 
ington A Alexandria R.R. Station. , Supt. 

“ Lodge No. 6” Foot of Sixth street. How- 
ard McPherran, Superintendent. 
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Wilmington, N. C. “ • oldiebs’ Loras.” 
Market street. F. B. Foster, Supt. 

SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICES. 

[Objects. — To give aid in procuring pay, pen- 
sions, bounty, prize money, arrears of pay and 
bounty, and other claims upon government. To 
supply clothing, hospital delicacies, crutches, 
Ac. To give transportation, information, Ac.] 

Alexandria, Va. Office in Soldiers’ Lodge. 
Orange And Alexandria Railroad Station. J. B. 
Holt, Agent. < 

Annapolis, Md. Office of United States 
Sanitary Commission. W. H. Holstein, Agent. 

Baltimore, Md. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 288 West Baltimore street. J. 
T. Pancost, Agent. 

Boston, Mass. United 8tatcs Sanitary Com- 
mfs'don, No. 76 Kingston street. 

Buffalo, N. Y. Branch United States San- 
itary Commission, Adams’ Block, No. 209 Wash- 
ington street. 

Cairo, 111. Office in “ Soldiers’ Home.” C. 
N. Shipman, Agent. 

Camp Nelson, Ky. Office in “Soldiers* 

Home.” Thomas Butler, Agent 

Chattanooga, Tenn. United States Sani- 
tary Commission. 

Chicago, 111. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, United States Sanitary 
Commission, corner Vine and Sixth streets. 

Cleveland, Ohio. Branch United States 
Sanitary Commission. 

Detroit, Mich. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 32 Larned street. 

Dubuque, la. United States Sanitary 
Commission. Rev. E. S. Morris, Agent. 

Harrisburg, Penn. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Lodge.” W. H. Hadley, Agent. 

Jeffersonville, Ind. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Home,” New Market street, near railroad depot. 
E. T. Smith, Agent. 

Knoxville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 

Commission. 

Leavenworth, Kansas. United States 
Sanitary Commission. J. R. Brown, Agent. 

Louisville, Ky. United States Banitary 
Commission, Fifth street. 

Memphis, Tenn, Office in “Soldiers’ 
Lodge,” near landing. C. W. Christy, Agent. 

Milwaukie, Wis. Mrs. Colt. 

1 Nashville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. E. Root, Agent 

New Orleans, La. Special Relief Office, 
United States Sanitary Commission, No. 96 Julia 
street. 0. C. Bullard, Agent. 

New York City, N. Y. '* Special Relief 
Office,’’ Cooper Union, No. 10 Third Avenue. 
Mrs. W. P. Griffin, Chairman Special Relief 
Committee. 

Paducah, Ky. Office in “Soldiers’ Home.” 
E. D. Way, Agent. 

v Philadelphia, Pa. United States Sanitary 
Commission, 1307 Chestnut street, third story, 
back. Colonel Soest, Agent. 

Portsmouth, Va. Office in “Soldiers' 
Home.” John Alcooke, Agent. 

Vicksburg, Miss. United States Sanitary 
Commission. J. G. Brown. 



Washington, D. C. “Special Relief Of- 
fice,” No. 389 H street, between 13th and 14th 
streets. J. B. Abbott, Chief Assistant. 

Wheeling, Va. United 8tates Sanitary 
Commission. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. 8. San. Com., No. 18 West at., Boston, Mass. 

U. S. San. Com., Nos. 10 & 11 Cooper Union, 
New York. 

U. S. San. Con;., State House, New Haven, Ct. 

U. 8. 8an. Com., 1307 Chestnut st., Pbilada. 

DEPOTS OF DISTBIBUTION. 

U. S. San. Com., 244 F st., Washington, D. C. 

U. S. San. Cora., Camp Distribution, Va. 

U. S. San. Com., 288 W. Balt, st., Balt., Md. 

U. 8. San. Com., Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. S. San. Cora., Annapolis, Md. 

U. S. San. Com., Camp Parole, Md. 

U. S. San. Com., Norfolk, Va. 

% U. 8. San. Com., City Point, Va. 

U. 8. San. Com., Newbern, N. C. 

U. S. San. Com., Beaufort, S. C. 

U. 8. 8an. Com., New Orleans, La. 

Temporary Depots r or distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. San. Com., corner Vine and Sixth sts., 
Cincinnati, 0. 

U. S. San. Com., No. 93 Bank st., Cleveland, 0. 

U. S. San. Com., No. 66 Madison st., Chicago, 
HI. 

U. S. San. Com., No. 2 Adams’ Block, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 

U. S. San. Cora., No. 59 Fourth st., Pitts- 
burgh, Penna. 

U. S. San. Com., No. 32 Larned st., Detroit, 

Mich. 

U. S. San. Cora , Columbus, 0. 

U. S. San. Cora , Fifth st., Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its opera- 
tions. Contributions to the Treasury arc solic- 
ited, mul may be transmitted to-Geo. T. Strong, 
Esq., Treasurer, 08 Wall street, N. Y. 



The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 



1247 



PROTECT! VK 

3£ar-<£laim JMsodation 

or THE 



U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

OFFICE 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 

NEW TOHK, 

President. 

Lieut. Gee. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Vice-Presidents. 

lion. Hamilton Fisk, Admiral Dupont, 

John J. Cisco, Esq., Rud. A. Witthaus, Esq. 
Treasurer. — Robert B. Minturn, Esq. 
Directors. 



Hons. E. D. Morgan. 
George Opdykr, 
111 ram Barney, 
Jas.W. Beekman, 
H. W. Bellows, D. D., 
John Jacob Astor, 
James Brown, 

Wm. II A spin wall, 
James Gallatin, 



Howard Potter, 
William E. Dodge, Jr., 
Turodork Roosevelt, 
Peter Cooper, 

George Bancroft, 
Daniel Lord, 

Wilson G. Hunt, 
Robert L. Stuart, 
Alfred Pell. 



Apply, in person or by letter, to 

HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary , 

35 Cuamders street, New York. 
OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

Isf. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families any claims for pensions , pay, or bounty , 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 



2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their fami- 
lies from imposture and fraud t 
3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 



PROTECTIVE 



War (Claim andi grasion ^gcnrg 

OF TUB 

U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

Office No. 1307 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

All the papers and correspondence required 
to procure Pensions, Bounty and Back Pay, and 
Prizo Money for discharged soldiers and sailors, 
add for the relatives of soldiers and sailors dying 
in the service of the United States, prepared and 
forwarded, and the proceeds of all claims, when 
collected, remitted to the parties entitled, frte qf 
charge. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



WILLIAM M. TI LG II MAN. Chairman. 



Horace Binnet, Jb., 
Alexander Brown, 
Hon. J. Clark Hare, 
William Welch, 
William L. Kehn, 
George Trott, 



Robert M. Lewis, 
Georoe M. Conarrob, 
Charles J. Stille, 
George D. Parrish, 

H. Lenox Hodge, M. D., 
Atherton Bliqht. 



II. Lenox Hodge, JH. D., Examining Surgeon. 
Edward A. Smith, M D., Assistant Surgeon. 
W. N. Ashman, Solicitor. 

Jas. W. Hazlehurst, Assistant Solicitor. 



BRANCH 

Mo. Green Street, 

BOSTON, Mass. 



Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 



The “ Pal Jim” Arm And Lro at* now furnished for the* mutilated heroes of the Army and Nary, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will grntify numerous applicants, 
who, iu the past, have been led to believo that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 

StmUEON-OtNOlAL’s Orrtcs. 
WaMIsoton Cut, P. C-, Dec. 12, 1*M. 

8ta : — The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the city of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted to them for an Artificial Arm. having reported «♦*••••• 
In compliance with fas recommendation of the Board, when a Soldier may desire to purchase ,l the more elegant and or pensive 
arm of I ’aimer,*' fifty dollars will l* allmvtd towards payment /or the same. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon V. 8 . A. 

Sroncox-GEXEiuL’s Orncx,* 
Washington City, I). C., Sej> 20, 1804. 

Star — In answer to your letter of the 1st Inst, I am directed to Inform yon, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limb*, in not designed to 
supersede tile recommendation of tho former Board, so far as regards the Limbs manufactured by you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of tho Surgeon-General, 

W. C. SPENCER, AttUhaU Sarytm U. 8. A. 

To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D, 7M Broadway, ,V«te Tort. 



BRANCH 

Ho. 744 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 




?7i n 



■ojCVENT LEG&ARjr 

PHILADELPHIA.' 




Tho Beat PALMER LEO is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE. 

The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 

The Bost LINCOLN « GOVERNMENT” ARM. FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFPIOEBS end CIVILIANS. 

Apply in person, or by letter, .t either of the office.. AJtlreu 

B. FRANK. FALIVZER., X.L.D., 

Prccidcnt American Artificial Limb Co. 
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Adapted to every branch of business. 

MANUFACTURED ONLY *' THe'oUIGINAL INVENTORS, 



E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., ST. JOHNSBRRY, VERMONT. 

PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES : 

FAIRBANKS dL CO., No. *59 Broadwnr, Mew York. 

FAIRBANKS dt BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Bouton. 

FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF A CO., No. 179 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS A EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS <t CO., No. 946 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 

Descriptive Circulars furnished, or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 



ESTABLISHED i 860 . 

486 BROADWAY and 441 BROOME ST. 




OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKE, SUCH AS TUB 

WHEELER a WILSON, - 

GROVER a BAKER, .? 

WILCOX a GIBBS, 

A. B* HOWE, 

SINGER AID OTHERS. 

TO T^IEUnTT .A-ITsTID IFOIR, R A T. -g, 

At MANUFACTURERS' PRICES, and with the flame privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 

gratis, at the * 

N. ¥. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 

Corner Broadway and Broome St., New York. 

V. W. WIOKES, Jr., Proprietor, 

486 Broadway, Up Stain. 
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Th* Sanitary Commission Bulletin is published on the first of every month, and as it has a circu- 
lation i, gratuitous or other , of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for advertising . 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the Central Office, 244 F street, Washington , 
D. C., and must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the Bulletin is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and 
on the resources of the U* S, Sanitary Commission — the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of re- 
luctance to solicit subscriptions for it — and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite 
period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer , (0. T. Strono, 68 Wall street, New York, br 244 F street, Washington, DJ C.,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 



GOOD WORDS OF GREAT MEN. 

PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

The Sanitary Commission is doing a work of 
great humanity, and of direct practical value to 
the nation in this time of its trial. It is enti- 
tled to the gratitude and -the confidence of tho 
people, and I truat it will bo genoronaly sup- 
ported. There is no agency through which 
voluntary offerings of patriotism can be moro 
effectively made. 

CHIEF JUSTICE SAL.MON P. CHASE. 

What ago before this age, and what country 
besides our country, evor witnessed such an or- 
ganisation as that of tho Sanitary Commission! 
What needs have been supplied ; what wants re- 
lieved ; what wounds healod ; what evils averted, 
by the activity, wisdom, and unflagging seal of 
this admirable organisation, fostered and sus- 
tained by tho people, and recognised and aided 
by the Government. 



U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
Cxxtral Orrica, 
Wabuinqtos, D. C., July 4, 1865. 

7b th. Branchee and Aid Societict tributary to the 
Sanitary Comnution : « 

In a circular (No. 90) issued from this 
office May 15, last, you were called on to 
continue your labors in collecting and pro- 
viding (supplies up to tho present date. 
For the alacrity you have shown in com- 
plying with this request, under circum- 

vol I. No. 40. 79 



stances so unfavorable to zeal, wc tender 
you special thanks. Your continued sup- 
port has enabled us to ’extend a generous 
assistance to our armies gathered at Wash- 
ington and Louisville, and elsewhere, before 
being finally mustered out of service. 
When you have forwarded to our Receiv- 
ing Depots such supplies as you may now 
have in hand, wo hope to find our store- 
houses sufficiently recruited to meet all re- 
maining wants of the service. In the East- 
ern Department our work of supply is sub- 
stantially done, with tho exception of a 
limited service still required in the De- 
partment of Washington. 

In tho Western Department it may con- 
tinue, on a very diminished scale, a couple 
of months longer. In Texas and the De- 
partment of the Gulf the supply service 
may possibly last all summer. But, by 
economy of our stores in hand, we feel 
authorized to say that after collecting what 
is already in existence we shall be able to 
meet all just demands made upon us. Wc, 
therefore, in accordance with our promise, 
notify our Branches that their labors in 
collecting supplies for us may finally cease 
with this date. Wc shall make no further 
requisitions upon them, except in regard to 
supplies already in their hands. 

We hope our Branches will use all dill- 
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genee in forwarding to our Receiving De- 
pots, through the accustomed channels, 
whatever stores may reach them from their 
Aid Societies, or any they have in hand. 

All balances in cash left in the Branch 
treasuries, after settling up their local 
affairs, will be forwarded to Geo. T Strong, 
Esq., Treasurer of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

So far as any of our Branches are en- 
gaged in other portions of our work than 
in collecting ami forwarding supplies, their 
labors wiil continue so long as those of the 
Commission itself last. But the supply 
work is over, and the characteristic labors 
of the women of the land, in furnishing 
hospital clothing and comforts for sick and 
wounded soldiers, are completcd. Hence- 
forward, during the few months of exis- 
tence still allotted to the Sanitary Commis- 
sion to complete its work of collecting the 
pensions and back pay of the soldiers, in 
which it already has one hundred and 
twenty-seven offices established, to make 
up its scientific record and close up its 
widely-extended affairs, there will be no 
probable necessity for addressingtho women 
of the country, and this circular may be 
our last opportunity, until the final Report 
of the Commission is made, of expressing 
the gratitude of the Board for their patient, 
humane, and laborious devotion to our com- 
mon-work. 

For more than four years the U. S. Sani- 
tary Commission has depended on its Bran- 
ches, mainly directed and controlled by 
women, for keeping alive the interest in its 
work in all the villages and homes of the 
country; for establishing and banding to- 
gether the Soldiers’ Aid Societies which in 
thousands have sprung up and united their 
strength in our service. By correspon- 
dence and by actual visitation, as well as 
by a system of canvassing, you, at the cen- 
tres of influence, have maintained your 
hold upon the homes of the land, and kept 
your storehouses and ours full of their con- 
tributions. 

By what systematic and business-like 
devotion of your time and talents you have 
been able to accomplish this we have been 
studious and admiring observers. Your 
volunteer work has had all the regularity 
of paid labor. In a sense of responsibility, 
in system, in patient persistency, in atten- 
tion to wearisome details, in a victory over 
the fickleness which commonly besets the 
work of volunteers, you have Rivalled the 



discipline, the patience, and the courage, 
of soldiers in the field — soldiers enlisted 
for the war. Not seldom, indeed, your 
labors, continued through frosts and heats, 
and without intermission, for years, have 
broken down your health. But your ranks 
have always been kept full — and full, too, 
of the best, most capable, and noble women 
in the country. Nor do wo suppose that 
you, who have controlled and inspired our 
Branches, and with whom it has been our 
happiness to be brought into personal con- 
tact, arc, because acting in a larger sphere, 
more worthy of our thanks and respect than 
the women who have maintained our vil- 
lage Soldiers’ Aid Societies. Indeed, the 
ever-cheering burden of your communica- 
tions to us has been the praise and love in- 
spired in you by the , devoted patriotism, 
the self-sacrificing real, of the Aid Socie- 
ties, and of their individual contribu’om. 
Through you we have heard the same glow- 
ing and tear-moving tales of the sacrifices 
made by humble homes and hands in be- 
half of our work, which we so often hear 
from their comrades, of privntes in the 
field, who throughout the war have often 
won the laurels their officers have worn, and* 
have been animated by motives of pure 
patriotism, unmixed with hope of promo- 
tion, or desire for recognition or praise, to 
give their blood and their lives for the 
country of their hearts. 

To you, and through yon to the Soldiers’ 
Aid Societies, and through them to each 
and every contributor to our supplies — to 
every woman who has sewed a scam or 
knitted a stocking in the service of the 
Sanitary Commission — we now return our 
most sincere and hearty thanks — thanks 
which are not ours only, but those of the 
Camps, the Hospitals, the Transports, the 
Prisons, the Pickets, and the Linos ; where 
your love and labor have sent comfort, pro- 
tection, relief, and sometimes life itself. It 
is not too much to say, that the Army of 
women at home has fully matched in pa- 
triotism and in sacrifices the Army of men 
in the field. The mothers, sisters, wives 
and daughters of America have been wor- 
thy of the sons, brothers, husbands, and 
fathers who were fighting their battles. • 
After having contributed their living trea- 
sures to the war, what wonder they sent so 
freely after them all else that they had 1 
And this precious sympathy betweon the 
fire-sides and the camp-fires — between the 
bayonet aud the needle, the tanned cheek 
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and the pale face — has kept the Nation 
one ; has carried the Homes into the Ranks, 
and kept the Ranks in the Homes, until a 
sentiment of oneness, of irresistible unanimi- 
ty — in which domestic and social, civil and 
religious, political and tnilitary clementsen- 
tered, qualifying, strengthening, enriching, 
and sanctifying all — has at last conquered 
all obstacles, and given ns an overwhelming, 
a profound, and a permanent victory. 

It has been our precious privilege to be 
your almoners; to manage and distribute 
the stores you have created and given us 
for the soldiers and sailors. Wo have tried 
to do our duty impartially, diligently, wisely. 
For the means of carrying on this vast 
work which has grown up in our hands, 
keeping pace with the growing immensity 
of the war, and which we are now about to 
lay down, after giving the American public 
an account of our stewardship, we are 
chiefly indebted to the money created by 
the Fairs, whioh the American women in- 
augurated and conducted, and to the sup- 
plies collected by you under our organiza- 
tion. To you, then, is finally due tho 
largest part of whatever gratitude belongs 
to the Sanitary Commission. It is as it 
should be. The soldier will return to his 
home to thank his own wife, mother, sister, 
daughter, for so tenderly looking after him 
in camp and field, in hospital and prison ; 
and thus it will be seen, that it is the 
homes of the country which have wrought 
out this great salvation, and that the men 
and the women of America have an equal 
part in its glory and its joy. 

Invoking tho blessing of God upon you 
all, we are gratefully and proudly your 
fellow-laborers. 

H. W. BFI.tOWS, PmidenL 

A. D. CACHE. 

F, I.. OLMSTED. 

OKORGB T. STRONG. 

LUSHA II AK1.1S. 

w. it. van nvnat. 

WOLCOTT MUSS. 

S. O. I HAVE. 

C R AGNKW. 

J. S. NEWUEItRT. 

RT. Rbv. T. M. II. ARK, 

Ho* R. W. BURNETT. 

Ho*. MARK SKINNER. 

Bon. JOSEPH HOLT. 

HORACE HINXf.V. 

J. HUNTINGTON WOLOOTE 

Rat. J. H. HUY WOOD. 

CHARLES J. STII.lA 

EZRA B. MoCACQ. 

WO. B. BLATCmrORD, General Secretary. 

TJ. S. Sanitary Commission, 
Central OrriOE, 

WA»msOTON, n, 0'., July !5, J8S5. 
With the issue of tho accompanying cir- 
cular, it is deemed important to call the 



earnest attention of all those co-workers 
who have so faithfully contributed to the 
usefulness of the Commission during the 
past four years, to the work of its “ Army 
and Navy Claim Agency,” now being pros- 
ecuted by agencies established throughout 
the loyal jStates, for the gratuitous adjust- 
ment and collection of claims against the 
Government, for soldiers, sailors, and their 
dependents. It is most earnestly desired, 
that within the next sixty days tho fact that 
this enterprise has been inaugurated may be 
brought to the knowledge of, and the oppor- 
tunity of enjoying its benefits afforded to, 
every soldier and soldier’s family through- 
out tho Union. To the Branches and Aid 
Societies the Commission appeals with con- 
fidence, to enlist their lively interest in this 
effort. A list of the Local Agencies already 
established by the Commission is appended.* 
Each Aid Society should select the names 
of those agents most accessible to the field 
of labor, and should direct in person, if 
practicable, every olitimant to such agent. 
Where this cannot be accomplished, the 
claimant’s name and post-office address, and 
the name, rank, company, regiment, and 
service of the soldier, with tho date of his 
discharge or death, should be taken, and a 
letter written at once to tbo agent, who will 
return the proper blanks, with directions for 
their execution. 

These suggestions are simple, but if en- 
ergetically carried into operation, most val- 
uable results must follow. 

This is a work worthy of your utmost 
zeal and energy, and in its accomplishment 
all tho appliances of the press, of public 
spieech, and private effort, of the various lo- 
cal interests so familiar to you all, should'be 
freely used. 

Let but the united activity of all be exer- 
cised in this enterprise, and in the future 
it will bo rightly termed the crowning effort 
of the Commission’s career of beneficence. 

Jno. S. Blatchford, 

_ General Secretary. 

fourth annual and final report of 

THE WOMAN'S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF 
RELIEF FOR THE ARMY AND NAVY OF THE 
UNITED STATES, JULY 4, 1864. 

It has been suggested that we should 
make this, our Final Report, a short History 
of tho Association, tracing its course from 
the time of its organization, April 29, 1861, 
to this 4th of July, 1865, when, its work 
being done, the Woman’s Central Associa- 

• 8m |m(» 127 r. 
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tion of Relief closes its career, and must lira 
henceforth only in tho memory of its friends, 
or as an incident in the chronicles of the 
Great Rebellion. But whatever may bo 
thought desirable hereafter, ih regard to 
this proposition, we have determined for the 
present simply to take up the thread where 
we left it fourteen months ago, and, as clear- 
ly and rapidly as possible, follow the course 
of our work from that time to this, when 
the end of the war has brought with it the 
end of our work. 

Fourteen months ago to-day, at the open- 
ing of the spring campaign, our gallant 
Army of the Potomao was obstinately fight- 
ing its way through tho dense underbrush, 
in those merciless battles of the Wilderness. 
May, with its buds and blossoms, its tender 
green, and delicate wild-flowers, came and 
went. June, filled with the beauty of earth, 
and air, and sky — the richest and loveliest 
month of the year — burst upon us in all her 
splendor. And still the fighting went on. 
Five weeks passed — six weeks — seven long 
weeks. Was there to be no end to tho blood- 
shed and the suffering, to the anxiety and 
misery of those days and nights ? And 
still that army, with its face set towards 
Richmond, pressed on — marching and fight- 
ing, fighting and marching. From the Rap- 
pahannock to Spottsylvania Court House, 
from Spottsylvania to Cold Harbor, from 
Cold Harbor to the entrenchments before 
Petersburgh. “ Weshall fightitouton this 
line, if it takes all summer,” said our Lieu- 
tenant General, with quiet, determined 
voice. It took all summer — it took all win- 
ter. Sherman, who had fought and march- 
ed his army from the prairies to the sea, 
was at hand. Sheridan, with ’his cavalry, 
had swept down the Valley. The “right 
time” had come, and our General gave the 
signal. The assault was made. Peters- 
burgh and Richmond were evacuated 1 
Lee’s and Johnston’B armies were surrend- 
ered ! The war was over ! 

Since we last addressed you, death has 
again entered our little circle. At the An- 
nual Moetisg in May we missed our kind 
and ever-courteous President from his ac- 
customed seat. Although in his eighty- 
third year, Dr. Valentine Mott was most 
punctilious in his attendance at our meet- 
ings and unfailing in his interest in our 
work. To his influence and active support 
was due much of the public respect and 
confidence shown towards this Association 
at its formation. At a recent meeting it 



was resolved that the vacant office in the 
Board, occasioned by his death, should re- 
main unfilled, out of respect to the memo- 
ry of our first and only President. 

During the past year, or rather the past 
fourteen months, there has boon but little 
incident of note in our work. If we except 
our Soldiers’ Aid Society Council, held in 
this city last November, the days at our 
rooms have como and gone with«almost un- 
varying sameness. At this Council, an 
account of which has already been pub- 
lished in the Bulletin, there, were 215 dele- 
gates present, representatives from Soldiers’ 
Aid Societies in New York, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
New Jersey, Michigan, and Canada. Since 
then, a series of articles, addressed to you, 
and published in the Sanitary Commission 
Bulletin, have kept you fully informed of 
the progress of our work. 

In examining the statistical reports of 
the different Committees, we find some few 
changes in their work from previous years. 
The Committee on Correspondence reports 
having had in the field, at different times, 
nine Canvassing Agents. Also, that 369 
lectures have been delivered by these gentle- 
men in the States of New York and Con- 
necticut. We notice also, in this connection, 
an increase of 138 Contributing Societies 
over the number reported a year ago. The 
proposition made in our Third Annual Re- 
port, to furnish those Auxiliary Societies 
desiring it with material at half-price, un- 
der certain restrictions, has been of mutual 
benefit. Our Contributing Societies at pres- 
ent number 813, not including those send- 
ing through Centres of Collection. Of 
these, 375 have availed themselves of this 
offer. Nearly one-half of the sum expended 
for material was furnished by the Aid Soci- 
eties; the rest being given by the Sanitary 
Commission for this purpose, at our re- 
quest. 

For the last few weeks the Special Relief 
work has been greatly increased by the re- 
turning regiments passing through this city. 
Our rooms have been thronged daily with 
soldiers in need of clothing. A new feature 
in this department of work has been the 
systematic visiting of all the Military Hos- 
pitals in this city, and upon the neighbor- 
ing islands, which has been done by our 
Hospital Visitor — a lady who volunteered 
her services for this duty. We had before 
this supplied these hospitals upon requisi- 
tions of tho surgeons, or through other 
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trustworthy agencies. The last report of 
onr Hospital Visitor, sent in three months 
ago, speaks of the condition of these local 
hospitals as exceedingly satisfactory — suf- 
ficiently so, it is suggested, to make the 
services of a Hospital Visitor no longer ne- 
cessary. 

We call your attention to the Tables at 
the end of this Report. They contain a 
Summary of the total receipts, distributions, 
and expenditures, of the Association, in 
money and supplies, from its organization 
to the close of its work. Also a list, as 
complete as we have been able to make it, 
of all places from which supplies have been 
received during the war. They number 
1,920. 

In our Third Annual Report, we spoke 
of “ Homes,” or “ Sanitaria,” which the 
Sanitary Commission proposed to establish 
for our disabled soldiers. After much re- 
search and careful study of the subject, the 
Commission decided that the. vexed ques- 
tion, as to whether these Homes were or 
were not needed by our American soldiery, 
and to what extent, could alone be deter- 
mined by actual experiment. They have 
accordingly opened a “Home” in this city, 
for disabled discharged soldiers. It con- 
tains at present only about 40 inmates, al- 
though it has been open two months. Our 
latest information upon this subject is de- 
rived from a letter written by the President 
of the Commission, dated May 26, from 
which we quote: 

“ There is, however, a class of persons 
made helpless by the war — some of them 
et to develop the wholo extent of their 
roken constitutions — who must be made 
comfortable for life in public institutions. 
How numerous this class will prove it is im- 
possible even to oonjecture. It does not in- 
clude alt (he helpless ; because a large pro- 
portion of them will receive the tenderest 
care of their own families, too happy to 
watch over, and protect, and solace them, 
as they should be, even though in very 
moderate circumstances. Let us do noth- 
ing to discourage this noble pride of domes- 
tic independence, this sacred bond of con- 
sanguinity. A largo share of the invalidism 
of the war we shall never hear of. Our 
proud boys will hide their scars, and die 
in the sacred retirement of homes that will 
not parade their services or tjieir sorrows ; 
happy in having borne and rendered both. 
This, too, is every way to be admired and 
enoouraged. But there are many foreign- 



ers who have fought for us, and have all 
the claims of natives ; since to mix their 
blood with ours on our battle-fields makes 
them our kindred, and “of one blood,” in 
even a higher sense than usual. There are 
fatherless, motherless, homeless soldiers; 
blind, consumptive, limbless men, full of 
sorrows and necessities, who require an ab- 
solute and permanent asylum. How many 
they will prove nobody can guess at this mo- 
ment ; but some thousands in all. The States 
are already moving in their behalf. It would 
be much better if the nation could agree to 
make four conveniently-situated homes for 
this class of men, independent of State lines, 
and either Federal or State control or sup- 
port, where the spontaneous charity and 
mercy of the nation could maintain them, in 
memory of their service to the Union; where 
the State and sectional feeling should be 
steadily withstood, in favor of a larger and 
more patriotic sentiment, and the guarantee 
of private intelligence, energy, and integ- 
rity, in their ordering, management, and 
continued improvement, be offered in place 
of the official formalism, coldness, and fixi- 
ty, which sooner or later cankers all insti- 
tutions of benevolence passing into Govern- 
ment hands. Such asylums being tentative, 
require flexibility, should be started in 
a small scale, in a temporary way, feel their 
road, and gradually adapt themselves to 
their experience of the wants of the men. 
To erect great edifices, upon any present 
knowledge of what our American life and 
spirit requires, would be to stereotype our 
ignorance and petrify our dreams. 

“The Nation, through some Board it has 
learned to trust, should take some one or 
more of the cheap Pavilion Hospitals the 
war has erected, and which must soon be 
in the market; and, having thoroughly 
purged it, open one or more wards at a 
time, testing the want, and gradually de- 
veloping the best system for the care and 
comfort and happiness of the men ; making 
the institutions in all cases mixed, so as to 
destroy the horrid, deadening uniformity of 
classified asylums, putting the wholly disar 
bled and the partially disabled together — 
the blind and the halt — and by the greatest 
diversity of industries, and light, even if 
useless employments, seek to keep up self- 
respect, drive off ennui, restore to society as 
many as possible, and make those who can- 
not be restored as little miserable as their 
wretched circumstances will allow. The 
wan and woful countenances of many blind 
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soldiers, many lame apd helpless ones, ut- 
ter strangers to homes of their own, have 
already stamped an imago on my mind of 
their long, weary future under the best care 
they can possibly secure, wliibh is full of 
motive and full of solicitude.’' 

With the bloso of the Supply Depart- 
ment of the Sanitary Commission, our 
National work, through this agency, ceases. 
But our work for the soldier docs not cease. 
It has only been brought to our own doors 
with our returning veterans, and henceforth 
takes its place as among the most sacred of 
our home duties. 

O friends ! On this Fourth of Julyj this 
day of our National Independence, which 
now welcomes home those who have fought 
and won for us a Second Battle of Indepen- 
dence and Freedom ; while flags are flying 
and drums are beating, and the air is full 
of rejoicings, in double celebration of this 
great day; while our hearts are full of 
gratitude to God for having preserved our 
country through such great peril, shall we 
not best prove our gratitud.0 by pledging 
ourselves anew to finish the work we have 
so well begun ? Our soldiers have not 
faltered. They have fought the four years’ 
fight through to the end. Nor have we 
faltered. The loyal women of America 
have been equally true to the cause, equally 
faithful to their work, through these long 
years of anxiety and toil. They knew that 
peace would come with the triumph of tho 
right. Peace has come ; the right has 
triumphed. The war is over, aud our bohs 
and brothers are returning to us. But, in 
the midst of our rejoicings, let us remem- 
ber those whose Bons and brothers will 
never return to them, with whom the war 
will never be over. Let us remember those 
who cothe back to us, having left health 
and limb upon the battle-field, and who 
would gladly have given life itself .had it 
been required. Let us remember the last 
words addressed to us, by one whose mem- 
ory is especially present with us to-day : 
11 With malice toward none ; with chanty 
for all ; with’ firmness in the right, as God 
gives us to see the right, let us strive on 
to finish the work we arc in, to bind up tho 
nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall 
have home the battle, and for his widow and 
orphans, to do all which may achieve and 
cherish a just and a lasting peace among 
ourselves and with all nations ” By the 
love we bear our martyred President, by 
the memory of his love for us, we pledge 



ourselves to carry out this, his last request. 

And may God bless us in this resolution. 

We have been asked to make a few sug- 
gestions in regard to tho practical form this 
future work should assume. We do so 
with diffidence. The confidence, dear 
friends, with which we have guided you in • 
your work heretofore, falters and hesitates 
as it approaches your own thresholds. For 
we feel that the homes, whose ‘thoughtful 
love has followed the soldier hundreds and 
thousands of miles, for four years, must 
surely know best how to cherish and care 
for him upon his return. At your request, 
however, we would suggest the following 
classification of your Ilomo Soldier work : 

1st. The care and support of totally dis- 
abled men, wlro may need it; and assistance 
to the widows and orphans of soldiers re- 
quiring aid. 

2d. The Collection of Claims, through 
the Army and Navy Claim Agencies of the 
Sanitary Commission. 

3d. The finding of suitable Employment 
for partially disabled men. 

4th. The visiting of any neighboring 
Military Hospital, or “ Home," and the 
furnishing of such supplies as may be de- 
sirable. 

On another page we publish a list of 
the Claim Agencies already established by 
the Sanitary Commission. Through these 
agencies tho Commission collects any 
claim the soldier or bis family may have 
againstthe Government, whetherof Bounty, 
Back-Pay, or Pensions, free of charge. In 
many of the smaller places, however, no 
regular agency will be established. Wo, 
therefore, suggest that one member of the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society makes this his or her 
duty. Write for directions and blanks to 
the “ Army and Navy Claim Agency, U. S. 
Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.” 

In many places, however, and we hope 
in most, this local work will be insufficient 
to absorb all the surplus energy and re- 
sources of the community. The great Na- 
tional work of the day, growing oti^vf the 
war, now presents itself to us thr#^h tho 
“ American Freedmcn’s Aid Union," and 
the “American Union Commission.” We 
enclose their circulars, commending them 
to your judgment. 

It has been only after much earnest 
thought, and serious counsel, that we have 
concluded that it is best aud right for us 
to dissolve our Association. To undertake 
any part of tho work for our soldiers, as 
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indicated above, would be merely to dupli- 
cate that which is already being done 
through established agencies of the Com- 
mission in this city. We give the list of 
those agencies as they now exist : 

Army and Navy Claim Agency, 35 
Chambers btreet. 

Bureau of Employment, 85 Chambers 
street. . 

Soldiers’ Home, 45 Grove street. 

Headquarters of Sanitary Commission, 
823 Broadway. Apply at this office, either 
in person or by letter, for any desired in- 
formation regarding the work of the Com- 
mission. 

The end of the war has brought with it 
tho end of our work. You, our faithful 
fellow-workers for four years, can well 
understand why we should repeat these 
words, and dwell upon them with mingled 
feelings of joy and sorrow. For while we 
rejoice that the horrors of war are over, 
that our country is not only restored to us 
in all its integrity, but that henceforth it 
is a free cofmtry — purged from the sin of 
slavery by fire and sword ; while we are 
thankful that the necessity for our work 
no longer exists, and are glad to be released 
from its responsibilities and cares, yet 
these very conditions, dear friends, bring 
with them the breaking up of our inter- 
course, and the severing of ties whose 
strength wo scarcely knew, until now, 
when the hour has come for us to part. 
There are twenty-five large, thick books, 
still standing upon our shelves, in which 
every one of your invoiced letters, received 
during tho past four years, have been care- 
fully preserved. These books are our 
most valuable records. Let those who 
want to understand the work in its truest 
sense read over those hundreds, or rather 
thousands, of letters. They will find there 
every phase of the war as reflected in the 
hearts of the women at home. They will 
find, too, what the rotation of our Associ- 
ation to tho people has been, and get some 
faint idea of the strength and endurance 
of the people's love for the army. They 
show also, as nothing else can, the love 
and confidence which have grown up 
between us, during these four years of 
trial, and which we trust may continue to 
be sacredly oherished to the end of our 
lives. 

As members of this Branch of the U. 
8. Sanitary Commission, we have held the 
enviable position of being brought into 



immediate contact, on the one hand, with 
the earnest, active minds, and pntriotio 
seal of the officers of the Commission, 
while, on the other hand, our work has 
given us four years of constant intercourse 
with the most patriotic, the most earnest, 
and the noblest hearts and minds from 
among our countrywomen. For the in- 
fluence of this two-fold relationship we 
shall never cease to be grateful. It is 
impossible to be engaged in such a cause 
for so long a time, and with such associ- 
ates, without feeling one’s own nature ele- 
vate^ and deepened. 

Tho bond existing between the Woman’s 
Central and the Sanitary Commission has 
been a peculiarly strong one; not only 
because wo arc its oldest Branch of Supply, 
or on account of the exceedingly agreeable 
and harmonious character of our inter- 
course, but because, with all our love and 
admiration of the Commission, there is 
a little lurking prfde — we may as well con- 
fess it — that the Commission itself is, ia 
some sense, an offshoot of our own Asso- 
ciation. 

The President of the Commission has 
always been a member of our Board. It 
was while acting as our delegate in Wash- 
ington, the first summer of the war, seek- 
ing the best channel for the distribution of 
our supplies, that he conceived the idea of 
the U- 8. Sanitary Commission, which, 
when moulded by the genius of Frederick 
Law Olmsted, also one of our earliest 
members, produced that wonderful organ- 
ization which has prevented and relieved 
untold suffering, and, as “ bearer of the 
people’s love to the people’s army,” has 
blessed both eiver and Teceiver. 

On the 24th of June, 1801, the Wo- 
man’s Central voluntarily offered to assume 
a subordinate position to the Commission 
as one of its Branches of Supply. It pro- 
posed to open a central depot in the City of 
New York, for the collection of hospital 
supplies, “such supplies to be delivered 
solely upon requisition from the Sanitary 
Commission, or to agents authorized by it.’’ 
The manner of obtaining these supplies 
was left to tho Association. This agree- 
ment, of mutual benefit, has remained un- 
broken to the present hour. 

One remarkable feature in the work of the 
Commission, and to which, without doubt, 
much of its success is due, is its discipline. 
We refer particularly to the discipline 
enforced and respected throughout its vot- 
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unteer corps of workers. Its Branches 
receive their orders from the Commission, 
and carry them out, with as little thought 
of disputing them as a captain would the 
orders of his colonel. And you yourselves, 
dear friends, with your deference to our 
wishes, have taught us to believe that our 
authority with you is paramount also. 
You have chosen to have it so, and have 
received directions about the work from us 
in the same spirit of obedience with which 
we have received them from the Commis- 
sion. One of your letters says: “ We don’t 
think your plan a very good one, kfft we 
shall obey orders.” And others : “ Tell 
us what to do” — “If you want anything 
more, tell us what it is, and how soon you 
want it” — “ The war is over, but we mean to 
keep on working until you tell us to stop.” 
So many, many letters repeating this in 
every variety of expression. “ After this 
work is over will you not advise us what to 
do next?” writes another friend. 

This wonderful discipline in the volun- 
teer work of the Commission 1 What is it 
but the strongest of all bonds — which is 
love. 

It is with aching hearts that we read 
over these last, most precious letters from 
von. They are too personal, too sacred, to 
be qpoted, or to be answered here. Wo 
want you to know how dependent we have 
been upon your sympathy and encourage- 
ment throughout our work. Don’t forget 
us. Although the Woman’s Central no 
longer exists, its old members wish to be 
remembered by you as friends, and os 
fellow-workers in and sympathisers with 
every cause that represents the welfare of 
our country, and the interests.of humanity. 
And may God bless us in the future as in 
the past, and keep us in His great love and 
mercy. 

For the Association. 

lows* i.ef. srrttrvxER, 

KLI.EK COLIJNS, 

CHRISTINE K. GRIFFIN, 

M. D. SWETT, 

HOWARD (“OTTER. 

SAMUEL W. BIUDGHAM, 

Commute®. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

At the Final Meeting of the Woman's 
Central Association of Belief, Branch of 
the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, held at 
Cooper Union, July 7. 1865, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the Woman's Central As- 
sociation of Relief cannot dissolve without 
expressing its sense of the value and satis- 



faction of its connection with the U. 8. 
Sanitary Commission, whose confidence, 
guidance and support it has enjoyed for 
four years past. In now breaking the! for- 
mal tic that has bound us together, wo leave 
unbroken the bond of perfect sympathy, 
gratitude and affection, which has grown 
up between us. 

Resolved, That we owe a deep debt of 
gratitude to our Associate Managers, who 
have so ably represented our interests in the 
different sections of our field of duty; and, 
that to their earnest, unflagging and patri- 
otic exertions, much of the success which 
has followed our labors is due. 

Resolved, That to the Soldiers’ Aid So- 
cieties, which form the working constitu- 
ency- of this Association, wo offer the trib- 
ute of our profound respect and admiration 
for their teal, constancy and patience to 
the end. Their boxes and their letters 
have been alike our support and our inspi- 
ration. They have kept our hearts hopeful, 
and our confidence in our cause always firm. 
Henceforth tbeWomen of America are band- 
ed in town and country, as the men are from 
city and field. We have wrought, and 
thought and prayed together, as our sol- 
diers have fought, and bled, and conquer- 
ed, shoulder to shoulder; and, from this 
hour, the Womanhood of our country is knit 
in a common bond, which the softening in- 
fluences of Peace must not, and shall not 
weakep or dissolve. May God’s blessing 
rest upon every Soldiers’ Aid Society in 
the list of our contributors, and on every 
individual worker in their ranks. 

Resolved, That to our band of Volun- 
teer Aids, the ladies who, in turn, have so 
long and usefully labored in the details of 
our work at these rooms, we give our hearty 
and affectionate thanks, feeling that their 
unflagging devotion and cheerful presence 
have added largely to the efficiency and 
pleasure of our labors. Their record, how- 
ever hidden, is on high ; and they have in 
their own hearts the joyful testimony, that 
in their country's peril and need they were 
not found wanting. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Asso- 
ciation are due to the ladies, who have, at 
different times, served upon the Board, but 
are no longer members of it ; and that we 
recall in this hour of parting the memory 
of each and all who have lent us the light 
of their countenance, and the help of their 
hands. Especially do we recognize the 
valuable aid rendered by the members of 
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oar Registration Committee, who, in the 
early days of this Association, superintend- 
ed the training of a band of one hundred 
women nurses for our Army Hospitals. 
The successful introduction of this system 
is chiefly due to the zeal and capacity of 
these ladies. 

Retolved, That in dissolving this Asso- 
ciation, we desire to express the gratitude 
we owe to Divine Providence for permitting 
the members of this Board to work together 
in so great and glorious a cause, and upon 
so large and successful a scale ; to maintain 
for so long a period, relations of such af- 
fection and respect, and now to part with 
such deep and grateful memories of our 
work and of each other. 

Retolvcdf That the close of the war 
having enabled this Association to finieh 
the work for which it was organized, the 
Woman’s Central Association of Relief for 
the Army and Navy of tho United States, 
is hereby dissolved. 

By order. 

Samuel W. Bridgiiam, 

Secretary. 

GENERAL AIR SOCIETY OF BUFFALO, V. Y. 

Resolutions passed at a muting nf the Executive 

Committee of the General Aid Society , Buffalo, 

July 24. 

Whereas the necessity of the continuance 
of the efforts of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, organized for the benefit of the 
sick and suffering soldier, is now brought 
to a close by the restoration of the blessing 
of peace, we, as managers of a branch of 
this inestimable work, express our feelings 
in the following resolutions : 

Retolved, That we hereby place on record 
our sincore thanks and full appreciation of 
the sympathy and encouragement rendered 
us by the U. 3. Sanitary Commission. 

Retolved, That we are most happy to com- 
municate to the officers of this organization, 
expressions of the most unfeigned gratitude 
for the kind and harmonious action so in- 
variably extended to this branch of the 
noblo and philanthropic work. 

Resolved, That while we acknowledge 
the aid and encouragement given by the 
officers of the Commission, we are not un- 
mindful of the labor bestowed and the 
sacrifices made by our auxiliary societies ; 
their prompt assistance and ready response 
to every appeal has been a sunbeam to 
brighten every shadow cast upon our ex- 
ertions in the cause of the suffering sol- 
diers. 



Retolved, That we rejoice in the reflec- 
tion that we have been made co-laborers in 
this stupendous and unexampled charity, 
and while life lasts we will .cherish the 
remembrance of this benevolent effort, and 
hope that future generations may exult in 
the results of this glorious oiganization. 

Retolved, That these resolutions be 
signed by the officers of the Buffalo Gen- 
eral Aid Society, and a copy sent to the 
Central Office of the Sanitary Commission. 

Mu. ItORATtO SEYMOUR, ProMJpnt. 

MM. HENRY R SEYMOUR, Vice Sr -eldest. 

Mu. J. R. LOTHROP, Vice Preeidcut. 

Mite. JAMES P. WHITE, Tmwnrer. ‘ 

' Mine GRACE E. BIRD, SecreUrj. , 

ROCHESTER SOLDIERS' AID SOCIETY. 

At a meeting of the Rochester Soldiers’ 
Aid Society, recently held at their rooms, 
the following resolutions were presented, 
and unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That this Society desires to 
express its high appreciation -of the value 
of the work achieved by the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission in aid of our soldiers, both 
through its relations to the home work and 
to that upon the field ; in the former, en- 
couraging, stimulating, and directing the 
production of supplies ; and in the latter, 
wisely distributing to our vast armies the 
immense contributions, which, since its 
organization, have constantly flowed into 
its channels from almost every home in the 
land. 

Retolved, That we regard with unfeigned 
satisfaction our own connection with this 
body, as one greatly promoting the effi- 
ciency of our efforts, and highly agreeable 
to ourselves, and that we desiro to express 
our thanks for the courtesy and kindness 
which has ever characterized its inter- 
course with this Sooiety. 

Retolved, That the Corresponding Secre- 
tary be requested to transmit these resolu- 
tions to the Sanitary Commission, at Wash-' 
ington. 

By order of the Society. 

Mrs. L. Gardner, 

’ . Cor. Secretary. 

SOLDIERS’ AID SOCIETY-NEW HAVER. 

In closing the business of this Society, 
it is due to our friends and co-laborers to 
give expression to feelings growing out of 
our long connection in labor for the amelio- 
ration of the soldiers of our armies in their 
struggles and sacrifices in the causo of hu- 
man rights and the government of our 
fathers, vindicated and maintained by their 
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noble gong, and .re-established forever by 
their valor : it is therefore, 

Resolved, That we, as a Branch of the“U. 
S. Sanitary Commission,” express our pride 
in having formed a portion of that active 
organized benevolence, unparalleled in its 
proportions in any country, and tender our 
thauks to its officers for the uniform cour- 
tesy, sympathy and consideration extended 
to us as a society ; and wc further express 
bur approval and admiration of all its satis- 
factory results in the great ehristian and 
beneficent objects of relieving the calami- 
ties of war and assuaging the woes of its 
avenging justice. 

Resolved, That to onr auxiliary societies 
words can but partially convey the expres- 
sion of feeling that affects us in dissolving 
the ties that have united us in this holy 
cause. Reliance in our good faith, pa- 
tience with our short comings, prompt and 
cheerful compliance with our repeated and 
urgent calls, can never be forgotten by us, 
individually or as a society, and calls forth 
deep and heart-felt gratitudo. 

Resolved, That our satisfaction is in- 
creased by the pleasurable reflection that 
in our country and in our midst there are 
women equal to the great emergencies of 
ohristian war; women who have not quailed 
before disease and death, or shrunk from 
the spectaclo of hospitals or the horrors of 
the battle-field, but have left the comforts 
of home and the luxuries of wealth to' 
serve and administer to the wounded sol- 
dier or to smooth the dying pillow, and car- 
ry the last whispered message to the loved 
at home. With such illustrations of the 
heroic clement in wives, mothers, and sis- 
ters, have we not a sure guarantee that 
husbands, fathers, and brothers, with God’s 
favor, will bo forever invincible? 

Resolved, That wo are deeply indebted 
to the various transportation companies for 
long-continued and cheerful assistance in 
our operations. To Adams’ Express Com- 
pany especially, which, from the nature of 
its organization, was in more constant requi- 
sition, warmest thanks are duo from the 
whole community, as well as from ourselves 
and our auxiliaries. Their aid has been, 
from the beginning to the glorious end, 
oheerful, untiring, and of great value 

Resolved, That we bow in humble adora- 
.tion to the Giver of all good, that He has 
delivered our nation from the violenoe of 
enemies and the scourgo of war, and pre- 
served to us, for all generations^ the coun- 



try of our sires ; and that we, the descend- 
ants of hcroio mothers, have been able to 
add to the mite of our labor the contribu- 
tion of prayers to the Giver of victory, for 
blessing and favor, and the consolations of 
sympathy with the sorrows of the widow 
and the orphan. 

• E. S. Roberts, 

’ Car. Secretary. 

RESOLUTIONS OF SOLDIERS' AID SOCIETY, 
IRVINGTON, H. Y. 

At a meeting held by the 8oldiers’ Aid 
Society of Irvington, June 29, 1865, the 
following resolutions were offered and 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That we do not dissolve the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society, but consider its 
duties changed. Hereafter vlb will turn 
our attention to ascertaining and relieving 
the wants of the soldiers and their families 
who have enlisted from Irvington, or come 
here to reside after their discharge from 
service. 

■ Resolved, That the materials and money 
remaining in the hands of the Society shall 
be used for the benefit of soldiers and their 
families in this, place, who may at any time 
hereafter be in want of such aid; and that 
the Bame Bhall be in oharge of the officers 
of this Society. 

Resolved, That when any member of. 
this Society becomes aware that a soldier 
or his family, residing in Irvington, needs 
assistance, she is to communicate the fact, 
at once, to any one of tho officers of this 
Society, who shall forthwith call a meeting 
of the rest, to decide what aid to render. 
A meeting of three of the officers shall be 
considered sufficient to transact such busi- 
ness. 

RESOLUTION OF THE WISCONSIN SOL- 
DIERS’ AID SOCIETY. 

Milwackik, July 25, 1865. 

Resolved, That in closing their long and 
arduous duties, the Wisconsin Soldiers’ 
Aid Society and its Branches (numbering 
over three hundred) take pleasure in ac- 
knowledging the uniform kindness and 
consideration manifested towards them by 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission, with which 
they have been connected as auxiliaries; 
that they feel a lively satisfaction in look- 
ing back upon a union of effort, which has 
proved so beneficent to others, and has been 
marked by so much harmony and fraternity 
between themselves ; and that they take 
thiB occasion to express their entire concur- 
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ence in the wise and humane course pur- 
sued by the Commission, and their admira- 
tion of the ability, integrity, and fidelity 
with which it baa discharged the delicate 
and important trusts confided to it by a 
genorous and patriotic people. 

Respectfully yours, 

Mas- Chab. Keeler, 

. PruidenL 

Mrs. J. S. Colt, 

Cot. Stc'y. 

Por Mrs. J. B. Doubman, 
Ant. 

HEW ENGLAND WOMAN’S AUXILIARY AS- 
SOCIATION. 

To our Friendt and Fcilow-workere throughout 

New England : 

It is deemed desirable that we should say 
a parting word to 'you, in this closing 
number of the Sanitary Bulletin. Many 
thoughts rush into our minds, and our hearts 
are full, but words fail us. You do not 
need them, we know. Your constant inter- 
course with us, for three years and seven 
months, has assured you, far better than any 
words could do, that we have valued your 
sympathy, and needed your aid at every 
step we have taken. We have asked much 
and constantly of you, and we have not 
asked in vain. We do not wish now to 
thauk you for what you have done for this 
soldiers. In some respects we may speak 
in their behalf; but, in this case, wo can- 
not worthily represent them. They must 
speak fof themselves, cither in this world, 
or in that better land, where, if sorrow and 
* suffering do not enter, at least the memory 
of such rolief as you have bestowed must 
find a place. Our gratitude to-day is only 
enonal. For three years and a half you 
ave touched us by your kindness; you 
have upheld us by your sympathy and ready 
aid; you have humbled us by a generous 
confidence, of which we could not feel that 
we were worthy. The success that has 
been gained is chiefly your own ; wo are 
thankful to have beeu in any way sharers 
initf 

Need we tell you 'that we honor, and 
trust, and love you in return ; that the only 
pain wo feel to-day, as we reflect upon our 
relation with you, is that it must end so 
soon ; that the pleasant paths — “ paths of 
peaco,” indeed they have been, in the 
midst of devastating war — which we have 
trodden so happily together, are to be ours 
no longer ? 

But new ways are before us, and life is 



full and rich in other directions, and beck- 
ons us on to fresh endeavors, in ever- 
changing experiences. The result of past 
labors and post enjoyments shall be to 
make us stronger for what is yet to come. 

And, if in aDy new effort it should be 
our good fortune to meet with you again, 
we believe it will give you the same satis- 
faction that we shall feel in renewing a 
connection that, however long it may be 
laid aside, can never ocase to be remem- 
bered as one of the greatest blessings of 
oUr lives. 

And now farewell 1 May God bless you 
and yours forever. 

In behalf of the New England Women’s 
Auxiliary Association. 

Abby W. May, 

Chairman Executive Committee. 



LETTER FROM N. W. BRANCH U. 8. SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

CntOAOO, July 29, 1865. 

Dear Dr. Parrish: The happy ter- 
mination of the war having so greatly re- 
duced the field and hospital work of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission, that its gifted and 
venerated President, the Rev. Dr. Bellows, 
has felt warranted in announcing to the 
Blanches and the Aid Societies a release 
from the further procuring and forwarding 
of supplies and money to the Parent Socie- 
ty, we would take this opportunity to speak 
in behalf of the Aid Societies and tributa- 
ries of the Northwest Branch of tho U. S. 
Sanitary Commission. 

Wo would express, as they have directed 
us, the deepest gratitude for the privilege 
of laboring in so sacred a cause in connec- 
tion with the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
which has so wisely, efficiently and faith- 
fully ministered to tho wants and met the 
necessities of our glorious army of patriots, 
from the beginning of this terrific rebellion 
until it has been subdued, our own armies 
disbanded — “ the sword beaten into the" 
ploughshare and the spear into tho pruning- 

Wc consider it a privilege, as well as a 
duty, to express ’our deep sense of satisfac- 
tion and admiration at the prompt, accu- 
rate and thorough mode of applying the 
gifts whioh tho patient and self-denying 
people of the Northwest have poured into 
the "great reservoir of the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission. Our confidence has grown 
with added years of experience and co-ope- 
ration, and our satisfaction has only been 
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exceeded by our wonder, that so huge a 
scheme of benevolence, national in its re- 
sources and results, could so minutely and 
accurately dispense its benefits, and super- 
vise and hold to a strict account, its most 
humble employees. 

While it has embraced in its grasp ar- 
mies of wounded heroes, and expended on 
battle-fields tens of thousands of dollars in 
a day, it has as carefully met and cared for 
the individual, emaciated, or wounded sol- 
dier, bound up wounds, furnished his cot, 
cooked his food, saved his pay, carried to 
his borne, or dug his grave, and marked the 
place of his interment. 

Our prayers and blessings must ever rest 
upon its founders, officers and aids, whor- 
ever found. We shall always feel grateful 
that we have been permitted to be humble 
co-workers with the most colossal humani- 
tarian organization that the world has ever 
seen ; one which has blessed a nation, and 
to which history will give her highest page. 
With these heartfelt sentiments of love, con- 
fidence and gratitude, we heartily respond 
to the words of cheer and approval contain- 
ed in the letter of our beloved President. 
We pray that upon himself and his fellow- 
laborers the lightof God’s countenance may 
rest, and give them peace. » 

Mbs. A. H. Hoqb, 

Mrs. D. P. Livermore, 

Associate Managers N. W. Branch U. 8- San. Com. 



FROM MICHIGAN AGENT. 

Ass Arbob, Micn„ July 24, 1865. 
To Henry W. Bellows, D.D., 

Prei’t U. S. San. Con., Nrw York. 

Rev. and Dear Sir: As the field and 
hospital work of tho U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission is, most happily, nearing its close, 
and the official relations of tne various 
Aid Associations and members of tho Pa- 
rent Society are soon to terminate ; as com- 
Aisaioner of Sanitary Supplies in Mich- 
igan, co-operating with the Northwestern 
'Sanitary Commission at Chicago, 111., I 
cannot, with any dne regard to a sense of 
gratitude for the great and inestimable 
blessings of which the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission has been the able almoner, 
omit the opportunity of expressing, through 
you, to the Commission : 

1. Gratitude to God for raising and 
sending forth, on its mission of love, good 
will, and beneficent deedB among our hero- 
sick and wounded, the United States Sani- 
tary Commission. 

2. Thanks to the Commission for the 



ever-effieient manner in which supplies of 
all kinds, from the various Aid Societies 
in Michigan, have been forwarded by its 
agencies to the front. 

8. Admiration of the vast and constantly 
increasing labors and resources of tbo 
Commission; the careful supervision ex- 
ercised in all its departments ; the efficiency 
of its business method; its charity, im- 
partiality, and economy in the distribution 
of its stores, together with tho rigid ac- 
countability to which all its agencies have 
been held. 

4. A grateful sense of obligation to the 
Commission for the service it has rendered 
to the whole country, in the many lives 
which, under God, it has been instrumental 
in saving — by bnndreds here in Michigan, 
by thousands in the whole land; to the 
widowed mothers, self-denying wives, pa- 
triot-minded sisters, who have sent out 
their sons, husbands, and brothers, our 
national jewels, to do battle for the life of 
tho nation, right, and liberty. 

5. A God-speed to the Commission in 
all its remaining work In the general hos- 
pitals, its Soldiers’ Homes, its Employ- 
ment, Bounty, Back Pay, and Pension 
Bureaus, with the earnest prayer that those 
agencies may be continued, in all their past 
and present effieiency, until the head-stone 
of its great work shall be brought forth by 
the Commission in ample relief, rendered 
to the last hero-soldier needing its aid. 

In the expression of these sentiments, 
reverend and dear sir, 1 not only speak, 
from my long and varied experiences and 
observations on the front as a chaplain, hut 
I am sure I give utterance to the long 
entertained, well established, and thor- 
oughly tested opinions of tens of thousands 
of patriotic minds in Michigan who have 
been associated, as hnmble auxiliaries, with 
the United States Sanitary Commission, in 
its truly noble, great, patriotic, catholic, 
and Christian work. 

More than this I may not now^ add. 
Less it were unjust to have said. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Samuel Day, 

Com. U. 8. Sanitary Suppliu, Mich. 



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR. 

Dear R. : — I cannot be with you in ma- 
king up the last Bulletin. 

You will insert tho admirable address of 
the Board, to the Branches and Aid So- 
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stands before the people, as did the War 
Department in 1861, with the same kind of 
confidence in their willingness and ability 
to furnish the needed help. 

As the women came forward then and 
organized to supplement the War Depart- 
ment, so they are beginning now to come 
forward to help the Government in this new 
field. That they may rise to the magni- 
tude of the opportunity offered them is 
greatly to be desired ; and if they resolve 
to do so, their record for the four years to 
come will be even more bright than it has 
been in the past. The country cannot afford 
to dispenso with their services. The Gov- 
ernment has depended upon the women of 
the land too long and too confidently, to 
sparo them in the time of present trial. 

The sore with which the South is bruised 
must he healed, until we can go in and 
out among them, as sharers of all the com- 
mon industries and improvements of a wise 
civilization ; and no power on earth is so 
efficient for good in this direction as 
woman’s love and labor. Let these be 
spent in furnishing supplies to the needy, 
and instruction to the ignorant, and the next 
decade will show a new people, with -now 
hopes, a new agriculture, new schools, new 
manufactories, and a blessing upon the sa- 
cred bond of domestic life. 

I wish I could send you something about 
the new organization that is being forrnod, 
for the purpose of aiding and elevating the 
Frcedmcn; but I cannot now. I bespeak 
for it, however, a welcome support by the „ 
women who have organized and conducted 
the auxiliaries of the Sanitary Commission, 
and say farewell to them in this field of la- 
bor, with the hope of co-operation in the 
future. 

Yours, faithfully, 

Joseph Paukish. 

Niw Yosx, Aug. 12, 18C5. 



eieties. I forward to you divers letters 
and resolutions, which come fresh from the 
people, as expressive of their feelings in this 
time of parting, which you will put in their 
proper places. 

I want to add, also, my own testimony 
to that of others, concerning the work in 
which we havo been engaged with the peo- 
ple, and to express my appreciation of the 
cordial intercourse that has been so long 
maintained between the auxiliaries of the 
Commission and myself. 

The single-mindedness and devotion of 
the women of the United States during the 
four years of sorrow and sacrifice through 
which wc have passed, is without a parallel 
in history; but their own history must be 
written, and stand as a memorial for those 
who shall come after. 

There is now being prepared a series of 
questions, to be submitted to them, which 
will enable all the societies in the county 
to return answers according to a uniform 
plan; and when these returns shall have 
been made, some idea can be formed of the 
magnitude and magnificence of the work. 

The societies are still in existence, and 
will find it an agreeable service to collect 
incidents of their experience, and prepare 
the results of their labor, for permanent 
preservation by the Commission; while they 
will consider the future field that is open 
before them, appealing, as it does, to their 
sympathy, and awaiting the promptings of 
their genius for organization and labor, 
that has given such efficiency to the benev- 
olence of the country during the war. 

The Southern country — many parts of 
which are desolated by war — has a popula- 
tion which needs the aid of Northern en- 
terprise and philanthropy. The people, 
depressed by defeat, schoolless and church- 
less, and without the energy and education 
which belong to a true social and civil state, 
look to the North for aid and instruction. 

The Government hqs established a “ Bu- 
reau for Freedmcn, Refugees, and Aban- 
doned lands,” which, in the present crisis, 



We~call the attention of all to the full list of 
Claim Agencies on page 1276. Thousands ol 
dollars are being collected monthly, without any 
expense whatever to the claimant. 
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FORM 0.-M0KTHLY RETURN FROM CLEVE- 
LARD BRANCH 8ANITARY CO MISSION 
SOLDIERS' AID SOCIETY, NORTHERN OHIO. 

Clzvxlaxd, July I, 1665. 
noun or jun, 1865. 

Number of applications for employment : 

By able-bodied men 36 

By disabled men 44 



85=2 

Number of applieations by employers 22 

Number furnished with employment: 

Able-bodied men 20 

Disabled men _ 6 

♦ Total 26 

Kind of employment furnished : 

Agricultural. .. 5 

Mechanical 3 

Commercial 7 

Laborers- - 2 

Others, not included in above 9 



REFORT OF J. C. HOBLIT. 

Looisvujub, Kr.,.June 29, 1865. 
Dr. J. 8. Newberry, 

SeJy West. Dept. U. S. San. Com. 

Dear Sir : On arriving in this city two 
weeks since, by yonr direction I immedi- 
ately commenced visiting the troops located 
near the city, consisting of the 14th, 15th, 
and 17th Army Corps. I prosecuted this 
work until every portion of the army was 
reached. Substantial issues of vegetables 
have been made to every regiment, detach- 
ment, and headquarters, so far as I know, 
throughout the entire command. The is- 
sues made were at first once each week, but 
afterward twice, at the rate of four barrels 
of potatoes to each 100 men, one barrel of 
pickles to the regiment, unless there were 
more than 400 men, then two barrels. 
Onions were also distributed in considerable 
quantities, as well as other Sanitary stores, 
for the use of the sick in the regiments. 
There are no Division Hospitals as formerly. 
The sick are sent to the General Hospitals 
in and about Louisville. In Borne instances, 
however, there has been an attempt to retain 
and treat the patients, when they were not 
seriously sick, in the regimental quarters, 
rather than send them out of the command. 
Brown Hospital has received most of the 
patients from tho army. This hospital is 
entirely too much crowded for its capacity, 
and number of surgeons and nurses. The 
patients have not been able to receive the 
attention they should, from this fact; the 
defect, however, is being correeted. The 



troops are exceedingly glad to receive the 
vegetables furnished by the Commission. 
The government is not supplying vege- 
tables, and many have been the testimonies 
of both officers and private soldiers to the 
great value of our work. All the non- 
veterans have gone home, and now 15,000 
of the veteran troops of the Army of the 
Tennessee are to be mustered out of the 
service immediately. One division of the 
15th Army Corps has gone to Arkansas. 
Thus the large Army of tho Tennessee will 
soon be reduced to a small command. I 
learn that the Corps organizations are to 
be broken up, and what troops are retained 
in the service will be sent to garrison differ- 
ent posts in the South. This will, perhaps, 
all have been accomplished by the last of 
July. Among all the troops I have been 
received with cordiality. 

Yours, very truly, 

J. C. Hoblit. 



REPORT OF DR. J W. PAGE. 

Jno. S. Blatohford, Esq., 

• General Secretary U. S. San. Com. 

1)ear Sir: Mr. F. A. 8. Perry, who 
has been Relief Agent of the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission, in this department, since 
August of last year, left Newbern last week 
to report to the Central Office, at Washing- 
ton. He went the inland route, via Raleigh 
and Greensboro to Richmond. Mr. Perry, 
after months of faithful service in this dis- 
trict, went forward with the advance stores 
on the spring campaign, and kept at the 
front until the capture of Kinston, where 
he remained in charge of the depot until 
the reduction of the garrison and the with- 
drawal of Sherman’s army rendored the 
existence of a permanent depot unneces- 
sary at that point. His efforts to forward 
our stores on the early marches, and hie 
own personal labors and exposures in car- 
rying supplies to the field hospitals, in the 
battles around Kinston, over roads which 
no vehicles but government wagons under 
military orders would venture to traverse, 
merit the high appreciation of the Com- 
mission, as they have gained him the 
thanks and gratitude of those who directly 
received the benefit of his self-sacrificing 
ministrations. 1 send you enclosed his 
special reports from March 4th to June 
10th, which gives a fair expose of his la- 
bors, and some inkling of the condition of 
the service, and the beneficial relations of 
the Sanitary Commission with it. 
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8ince the closing of our Sanitary depot 
'at Raleigh, all our relief work haa been 
done fr' m the depot at Newbern. The 
chief position of our white troops in this 
district have been in rendezvous at “ Camp 
Chattanooga,” a wide clearing in the woods, 
some three miles from town — a wild, roman- 
tio spot — first occupied as an encampment 
by that rollicking Irish General, Meagher, 
with his nondescript brigade, the “ Lcs 
en/ans perdus” of our Southern armies. 
Here, in a space of rolling land, sufficient 
for the “ Grand Army,” are pleasantly 
bivouacked some dozen different military 
organizations, vieipg with each other in 
camp decorations and artificial evergreen 
shade — a rural oasis, eclipsing in picturesque 
effect the novel representations of romantic 
encampments set off by the rich fancy and 
facile pen of Bulwer. Hero some thou- 
sands of our veteran troops, with their 
hearts fixed on near visions of home, await 
the slow routine of red tape to unloose the 
leash in which they are held, and let them 
speed to the longing arms so impatiently 
stretched forth to receive them. This cler- 
ical delay is straining the patience and 
martial discipline of these brave fellows to 
the utmost. While some relieve ihe Btrain 
on their patience by letting off unmeasured 
strictures on the motives of delinquent 
officers, others, and far the greater portion, 
despondent at delay, and sickened by hope 
deferred, are yielding to the depressing in- 
fluences of the advancing season. With 
comparatively few severe cases, hundreds 
are on the sick list, and some of the more 
sensitive or susceptible have succumbed to 
a low but rapid type of fever. Every ef- 
fort is boiDg made to sustain the morale of 
the men. The more intelligent officers 
cheer the encampment with musical soirees 
and ovcnirig hops; the Christian Commis- 
sion arc in the field with their good reading 
and boiled blackberry root; and the Sani- 
tary are doing all that their generous stores 
and the bountiful yield of luxuriant gar- 
dens can do for the soldiers, to console 
their “ outward and inward man.” Young, 
ardent boys, and old, hirsute veterans, who, 
in the rough bivouac and stern excitement 
of actual war, left these “sick charities” to 
their less hardy comrades, now seek our 
stores and beg a memento, if only a hand- 
kerchief, to show the gentle ones at homo 
that their handiwork bns been within their 
reach, while breasting the dangers which 
beset their homes and their country. This 



association of the Sanitaty Commission 
with their homes at this juncture of their 
service is a gratifying evidence of the re- 
lations the Commission has borne to the 
soldier in the camp, and how well he has 
appreciated the home-felt comforts it has 
brought to his relief. The presence of the 
mustering officer, and the arrival of trans- 
ports to take them homo, will do more for 
these soldiers than any direct relief. Several 
regiments have already embarked, and are 
on their homeward track. The 23d 
Massachusetts, 16th Connecticut, and 3d 
New York Artillery have shipped. The 
6th Rhode Island, 15th Connecticut, and 
some others are mustered out, and awaiting 
transportation. I enclose a tribute to the 
Commission, sent in to me just as they 
were leaving the department, by the offi- 
cers of the 3d New York Artillery, an im- 
mense regiment, whose attachment to this 
department has been coeval with that of the 
Commission. This expression was a spon- 
taneous one, and quite unexpected, from 
batteries which have been on active duty 
to the most remote parts of the department. 

Our season thus far is remarkably uni- 
form, like the winter preceding it. This 
month wo have had but three days with the 
thermometer at noon below 80°, and no day 
above 88°. There are m?ny cases of sick- 
ness, but all mild. Most every one has 
felt more or less shaky, even though not 
subject to actual chills. The town is now 
clean, and is occupied wholly by colored 
troops. The general hospital has been re- 
moved to Morehead City. The hospital at 
Wilmington is to be broken up immedi- 
ately, and its archives brought to the Med- 
ical Director’s Office in Newbern. Mr. 
Foster reports favorably of sanitary matters 
there. The chief Medical Director of the 
department, Dr. Hand, applied to me last 
week for chloride of lime, to be used in 
Raleigh. A fatal fever, I understand, has 
broken out in and near the town, more 
especially in the spacious insane asylum in 
the suburbs, for which more particularly 
the disinfectant was required. I sent up 
ten barrels. The recent arrival of an in- 
voice of chlorido of lime and stone lime, 
fifty barrels of one and one hundred of the 
other, has enabled me to fill another timely 
requisition of an able and watchful Medi- 
cal Director; this time for Greensboro, to 
which I also supplied ten barrels of chlo- 
ride of lime. I inclose tbo requisition, 
which speaks for itself. 
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I shall make- no requisitions at present 
on the general stores of the Commission. 

The service seems to be gradually narrow- 
ing down to a peace establishment of black 
troops, the nature of whose duties will 
hardly necessitate the continued operation 
of extraordinary relief, but will assimilate 
itself to the condition and regime of the 
old regular army. The waning of the 
Bummer will probably witness the winding 
up of our hospitals, and the healing over 
of the human scars which are now the tra- 
ces of the struggle we have passed through. 
Old mother earth will, however, with her 
ineffaceable trenches, and her serried 
raves, carry down to the remotest ages the 
alanced account between the dead and tbe 
living of the heaviest transaction since tbe 
formation of nations. Every element in 
nature has been drawn into the contest, 
and influences, more subtle and powerful 
than the fancy of heathen poets ever as-* 
cribed to their gods of war, have Jent their 
might to turn the scale of the fight, making 
the moral effects of the warvnore imperish- 
able and important on the welfare of the 
race than any revolution it may have 
effected in politics or in nationality. That 
the Sanitary Commission shall pass into 
history as the great humanizing spirit amid 
these stupendous powers of evil, now for 
the first time brought to bear collectively 
it) the wars of mankind, immortalizes the 
period as the greatest triumph of practical 
Christianity over the passions of men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. Page, M. D., 

, IiupectoT IJ. s. S. C., DtpL N. C. 



TESTIMOHLAL 

Headquarters 3d Rgt. N. Y. V. Art., 
Nkwbibs, K. C., June, 1865. 
Dr. J. W. Page, 

United Staten Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Sir : The undersigned, officers of 
the 3d Regiment N. Y. V. Artillery, dcsiro 
to return to the Sanitary Commission our 
sincere thanks for the many kindnesses be- 
stowed through you to the soldiers of o’Ur 
commands during this great rebellion. Many 
comforts have been dispensed to tbe soldiers 
which would not have been were it not for 
the Commission. 

To you and your Assistants in North Car- 
olina we would 'return thanks, believing 
there never was a better institution for the 
soldier, and no tetter person to care for it, 
in a department, than Dr. J. W. Page. 



We subscribe ourselves, very respectful- 
ly, yours, 

Charles H. Stewart, Col. 3d N. Y. V. 

Arl’y ; T. J. Kennedy, Lt. Col. 3d N. Y. V. 
Art’y.; J. W. I*. Riggs, Mnj 3d N Y V. Art’v; 
A. D. Wiloou, 8urg. :.«1 N. Y. V Art y ; F. W. 
Ik-njftuiiu, Assist. Surgeon; J. E. Slorke, l»t 
Lient. and Adjt. ; 0 6. Ball, lot Lieut and 
K. Q. M .; Samuel P. Russell, Captain Coindg. 
Battery A; William E Mercer, G*pt Corudg. 
Battery C; Stepbtui Van Hmwn, Capt.Cviuilf. 
Battery 1); W. A. Kelssy, Qat>t. Conulg. Bat. 
tery Q; W. M. Kirby, upt. Conidg. Battery 
I; 8. II. Mowers, Capt. Coaulg. Battery L; 
William Richardson, 1st Lieut. Battery A ; G. 
H. Edward, 2d, 1st Lieut. Battery C; John 
Stevenson, Jr., 1st Lieut. Battery I) ; Edward 
Cunningham, 2d Lieut. Battery A; John Mar- 
ley, 2d Lieut. Battery A ; Wm. II Coffln, 2d 
Lieut. Battery C; Marlin Webster, 2-1 Lieut. 
Battery C; Thomas Yanderberg, 2d Lieut BaU 
toryB; J I. Brinkerhoff, Jr., 2d Lieut. Bat- 
. tery D; Charles A. Moore, 2d Lieut. BattcrvG; 
• A. D. Wade, 2d Lieut. Battery O ; E. W. Sey- 
mour, 2d Lieut. Buttery I; Wm. II. CL-odnick, 
2d Lieut. Battery I; L. 8. Newcomb, 2d Lieut 
Battery L. 

0. S. 8ARITARY C0MMIB8I0H, HO. 91. 

On the 22 J March, 18C4, the Sanitary 
Commission resolved to ask the aid and co- 
operation of an Auxiliary Finance Com- 
mittee, to be composed of gentlemen of the 
highest position and standing, on whose 
advice it could depend in any questions 
that might arise as to the best management 
of its funds. 

It was thought desirable that this Com- 
mittee should also be requested from time 
to time, to pass upon and examine tbe ac- 
counts and vouchers of its Treasurer. 
Thfesc have been audited and examined by 
Committees appointed by the Commission 
and consisting of its own members, at 
intervals of not less than three months, 
ever since the Commission was appointed 
in June, 1861, and have been found cor- 
rect Rut the amount confided to the 
Commission by the people has been so large, 
and the responsibility thus imposed on it 
so heavy, that a thorough investigation of 
its expenditures by gentlemen not belong- 
ing to its own body seemed expedient far 
the protection of the Commission and tbe 
satisfaction of tbe public. 

Messrs. A. A. Low, Jonathan Sturges 
and John Jacob Astor, Jr., having con- 
sented to act as such Auxiliary Finance 
Committee, ail the books, accounts, and 
vouchers of the Treasurer from Juno 26, 
1861, tbe date of the first entry they contain 
(including those of the Washington and 
Louisville offices) were laid before this 
Committee. It proceeded to engage the 
services of a professional' accountant, and 
on the 30th May, I860, reported the result 
of its examination down to January, 1865. 
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The reports of th« Committee and of its 
. accountant are as follows : 

New York, May 30, 1805. 
Geo T. Strong, Esq., 

Treasurer. 

Dear Sir: Wo hereby certify that Mr. 
James M. Ilalsey, Teller of the Seamen’s 
Savings Dank, was selected and appointed 
by us to examine into the books and ac- 
counts of the Sanitary Commission, and 
after many months devoted to this work 
more or less continuously, the accompany- 
ing certificate shows the result of bis ex- 
amination. 

His name is appended to a statement of 
receipts and disbursements from June 28, 
1861, to January 1, 1865, sent herewith, 
the aggregate being $3,470,587 94. 

Respectfully yours, 

J. J. Astor, Jb., 

A. A. Low, 

Jos’s Stdrois. 

78, Wall Stbret, 

New Yore, July 20, 1864. 
Messrs. A. A. Low, Esq., Jonathan Sturgis, 
Esq., J. J Astor, Jr., Esq. 

Gentlemen : I have to report (pursu- 
ant to your instructions) that the accounts 
of the Treasurer of the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission have been carefully examined, 
and that I find them correct iu all partic- 
ulars. 

The examination included tho bank ac- 
counts kept by the Treasurer, and I find 
vouchers returned for the same, correct 
both as to date and amount. 

Herewith I hand you a statement of tho 
receipts and disbursements of the Com- 
mission from June 26, 1861, to May 1, 
1864, showing a balance of cash on hand 
of $394,598 62, which I find to have been 
the balanco on the Bank Books at that 
date. 

Any further information you may wish 
in regard to the accounts I shall be pleased 
to furnish, with tho assistance of the 
Assistant Secretary, (Mr. B. Collins,) at 
any time when required. 

Respectfully yours, 

Jas. M. Halset. 

Nrw York, March 30, 1865. 
Messrs. A. A, Low, Esq., Jonathan Sturgks, 

Esq., J. J. Astor, Jr., Esq , Committee. 

Gentlemen : Herewith I hand you my 
report of the operations of the U. S. San- 
itary Commission from June, 1861, to 
January, 1865. 

Upcn a careful examination of the 
book s, I find vouchers for all disbursements, 
and, to the best of my knowledge and 

Vol. I. No. 40. 80 , 



belief, the enclosed account is correct in 
every particular. 

. Respectfully yours, &c., 

Jas M. Halset. 

The same Committee has been requested 
to continue its examination from 1st Jan., 
1865, until tho affairs of the Commission 
shall be dually wound up. The result of 
such future examination will be duly laid 
before the public. 

Henry W. Bellows, 

President. 

Jno S. Blatciiford, 

General Secretary. 

823 Broadway, Ntw York, June 1, 1865. 



BEPOBT OF DK. J. 8, NEWBERRY, ASSOCIATE 
SECRETARY WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
Louisvillr, Kt., July 8, 1865. 

J. 8. Blatciiford, Esq., 

Offnoral St«crot*ry Sanitary Commission, 

Dear Sir : 1 regret to say that the op- 
pressively hot, weather of the last month, 
combined with the unusual amount of work 
thrown upon us, have so far affected the 
tho health of my associates and myself, that 
it is impossible for me, at present, to make 
the journey to Washington, and report in 
person the condition of our Sanitary work 
in this Department. I must try, therefore, 
to give you a brief synopsis of it by letter, 
trusting that this will afford all the infor- 
mation necessary to enable the Board to le- 
gislate for this, as all other parts of our field 
of labor, at its ensuing meeting. 

In its general aspects, the work of the 
Sanitary Commission in the Western De- 
partment is not greatly different from what 
it has been during most of tho past two 
years, and the changes which wc had anti- 
cipated would take place as soon as the first 
of this month, have not as yet occurred. 
During the past quarter, all departments of 
our work have been nearly as active as at 
any former period, and our labors at this 
point have for the past month been greatly 
increased by the immediate presence of 50,- 
000 troops, just returned from a campaign 
without precedent for its hardships, crav- 
ing, and really npeding, an amonnt of help 
from the Commission, which has taxed our 
power and resources to the utmost. Tho 
demand for assistance of various kinds in 
other parts of our extended department has, 
for various reasons, been even more impor- 
tunate than heretofore; and it now seems 
probable that, contrary to all expectation, 
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the last days of the Sanitary Commission ' 
will be among its busiest. 

The movements of troops, the transfers 
of patients in hospital, the wholesale dis- 
charge of invalids, tho mustering-out of 
large numbers of men, have produced a de- 
gree of activity, and even confusion, in mili- 
tary operations, that have thrown upon us 
much unusual thought, labor, and expendi- 
ture. 

Our Homes have been filled with dis- 
charged and furloughed men ; .the Hospital 
Directory been burdened with the discus- 
sion of an unusual mass of records; and 
the oonfusion attending the disorganization 
and re-arrangement of a great nod widcly- 
soattered army, has left regiments and hos- 
pitals more dependent upon the attentions 
and charities of the Commission than when 
we had a larger force in the field, but that 
force — while enduring nil the hardships 
and performing all tho duties of an active 
campaign — stimulated by the excitement, 
and provided for by the necessary system 
of real and successful warfare. 

The want of vegetables and other anti- 
scorbutics, which has been felt among our 
troops every spring since tho war began, 
has been as plainly felt and expressed dur- 
ing the last quarter as at any former time. 
To meet this want we have gathered pota- 
toes and onions, sourkrout and pickles, from 
all parts of the North-Western States, and 
even from Canada, and have sent them not 
only to all parts of this Department, but 
have forwarded several large shipments, at 
his request, to Dr. Blake, at New Orleans. 
Copies of his letters asking for and ac- 
knowledging these shipments arc herewith 
enclosed 

The Army, of the Tennessee, which, war- 
worn, uupaid, and hungry, has been en- 
camped at Louisville since the first of June, 
has been liberally dealt with, from consid- 
erations of both policy and philanthropy. 
The markets of the Ohio Valley being 
nearly exhausted of vegetables, almost noth- 
ing of the kind has been issued to this 
Army by the Commissary, while, by pur- 
chasing far north, we have been able to 
issue regularly to the entire Army a larger 
allowance of potatoes, onions, pickles, nnd 
krout than they have at any time received 
from the Government 

Wo have issued once and sometimes 
twice a week, for the past month, four bar- 
rels of potatoes, and one of pickles or krout 
to every two hundred men. Wo have also 



issued largely of other stores included in 
our supply table, but the items I have men- 
tioned have been by far the most import- 
ant. The effect of this special effort to 
feed a whole. army hardly needs, I think, 
to be discussed before approval. Probably 
not all we have been doiug for this army 
during the past three years has done so 
much to make them know and feel the 
value of tho Commission. They will cer- 
tainly leave here with a pleasant taste of 
tho Sanitary Commission in their mouths, 
and are likely to be led by this compara- 
tively unimportant service to give us some- 
thing of tho credit with our constituency 
at home, which all our silent nnd legitimate 
good-doing in hospitals would have failed 
to obtain. 

Although the demand has, I have "said, 
been kept up, the supply, so far as derived 
from contributions in kind, has consider- 
ably fallen off. especially during the past 
month. This has been a consequence of a 
general conviction that “ the w r is over,” 
and the work of the Sanitary Commission 
about done. This impression was strength- 
ened hy the issue of Sanitary Commis- 
sion Document 90, which, while giving a 
just view of our work at the Hast, antici- 
pated the progress of events at the West 
by two or three months. For this reason 
our purchases have been unexpectedly 
large for the month of Juno. 

The effect of our liberal issues to the 
Army of the Tennessee has been happy in 
more respects than one Not only has the 
issue of vegetables, pickles, fee., had an 
important influence on the health and com- 
fort of the troops, but has done much to 
make them contented in tho peculiar and 
trying circumstances in which they have 
bccu placed. I am promised testimonials 
to this effect from a large number of 
officers. 

In the Louisville offiee few changes have 
occurred which require notice. Mr. Thorne, 
having been most laboriously engaged in 
the service of tho Sanitary Commission 
without intermission for more than a year, 
has taken a furlough for thirty days. Dr 
Soulfi was two weeks since taken sick, and 
has been since dangerously ill, but, I am 
happy to say, is now better. 

Tho Reporter, having finished its second 
volume in May, has not been since publish- 
ed. I propose, however, to issue a supple- 
mentary number in a few days, bringing the 
recird of our work down to the present time. 
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The work of the Hospital Directory has 
been nearly as active during the last quar- 
ter as at any previous period. Reports nave 
been regularly received from the hospitals 
to July l,and information has not only been 
furnished to individuals, but notunfrequent- 
ly to the officers of Government. Several 
inquiries have been received from the Ad- 
jutant General’s Office at Washington, all 
of which have been satisfactorily answered. 

In accordance with permission given me 
at the last meeting of the Hoard, the list of 
deaths in the prison at Andersonville was 
purchased, and has been incorporated with 
the other records of the Hospital Directory. 
This list included 12,456 names, giving the 
name, rank, company, regiment, disease, 
date of death, and place of burial, of every 
man who died in that prison during its ex- 
istence, with the exception of somo428, who, 
dying without friends or papers, could not 
be identified. This record lias proved of 
great value, and has told the fate of a large 
number whose friends have previously 
sought in vain to gain anyintelligence of 
them. 

The circular recently issue i by the Sur- 
geon General is likely to render it more 
difficult than it has been for us to gather 
the facts which form the Directory Record; 
but, in view of the great value of this rec- 
ord to the people and the Government, and 
the fact that not the slightest evil has ever 
been traced to it, I can hardly believe the 
medical authorities in this department will 
literally construe it. 

SPECIAL RELtEF DEPARTMENT. 

^The work of the Homes at the West has 
as yet falleu off but little. The number of 
applicants for admission to those on and 
south of the Ohio river has somewhat de- 
creased, but those admitted are now almost 
exclusively furlowjlied and discharged 
men 

The ironies in tho “home field” — as at 
Cleveland, Columbus, &c — have been 
crowded by returning regiments, and have 
done, and arc doing, a great and most pop- 
ular work. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

The Agency of the Supply Department 
at Wheeling, having in a great degree lost 
its importance, has been discontinued. 
Any general work which may be ne- 
cessary will be performed by the newly-ap- 
pointed Claim Agent at that place. 

KANSAS. 

Mr. Brown writes from Leavenworth 



that the work of the Commission in his dis- 
trict is as urgent rs ever, keeping him fully 
employed, and consuming all the stores he 
can procure. 

DISTRICT OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

Dr. Woodward has remained in charge 
of this distfict until the present time, but 
now enters upon a work of special inspec- 
tion under Dr. Harris. 

Our Agencies at Cairo and Memphis are 
still kept in full activity, though their work 
must soon diminish. Mr. Shipman re- 
mains in charge at Cairo; Mr Christy and 
Mr. Way at Memphis The Agency at 
Vicksburg has been discontinued, as no 
longer necessary, and our excellent repre- 
sentative there, Mr. Brown, has left the 
service of the Commission, 

In Arkansas we have now no agent. Dr. 
Woodward has been there recently, but it 
has scarcely seemed necessary for us to do 
more during the past quarter than to make 
occasional shipments of stores from Mem- 
phis. 

Mr. D. B. Carpenter, who formerly rep- 
resented us so ably in Arkansas, is now tn 
Montgomery, Ala., where he went in com- 
pany with the 16th Army Corps. His ser- 
vices in connection with that Corps are 
recognized in the accompanying testimonial 
of Maj. Gen A. J. Smith. 

The Agency at l’aducah has been discon- 
tinued since my last report, and Mr. Way, 
the Superintendent, has been transferred 
to Jeffersonville, where he takes the place 
of Major Smith, resigned on account of ill 
health. 

At Seymour, fifty miles north of Jeffer- 
sonville, a Lodge and feeding station has 
been established for the benefit of soldiers 
detained at that important railroad cross- 
ing. This Lodge is in care of Mr. W. 
Ackley.. 

DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE. 

The Agency at Nashville still continues 
in the good hands of Judge Root, Capt. 
Brayton, and Mr. .Tones, and is still doing 
a great and good work. During the past 
quarter the presence of the Fourth Army 
Corps has greatly increased the duties of 
our agents at Nashville, but, so far as I can 
learn, their responsibilities have been fully 
sustained, and the reputation of the Com- 
mission with the Army of the Cumberland 
maintained to' its final dismemberment. 
During the past three years our Agency 
at Nashville has occupied large and com- 
modious buildings furnished by the Gov- 
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eminent. A few Jays since all the prop- 
erty held by military authority in the city, 
including some two hundred buildings, 
was restored to its owners. By this meas- 
ure we arc placed at the uicrcy of the pro- 
prietor of the premises occupied by us, for 
which they demand an aggregate rent of 
about $10,000 per annum We shall 
therefore be compelled to look elsewhere 
for accommodations If these are not 
readily fouud, the warehouse and Home 
will he closed The office we shall retain 
control of, and it will be occupied by the 
Claim Agency, if one shall be established 
there. 

CHATTANOOOA. 

This post has lost much of its former 
importance, but it still contains something 
of a hospital population, and* is the base 
of supplies for a number of garrisons. 
The hospital garden at Chattanooga is now 
in a fine state of cultivation, and is almost 
the only dependence for vegetable food of 
hospitals and troops in the vicinity. 

The Agency at Knoxville is now scarcely 
less useful than at any time during the past 
year; but on the arrival of Mr. Seymour, 
the newly-appointed Claim Agent, the ser- 
vices of Dr. Starr and Mr. Mason can be 
dispensed with; Mr. Seymour taking charge 
of any relief or supply-work remaining to 
be done. 

A largo number of names arc stricken 
from our roster this month, and in Septem- 
ber I feci that we may dispense with all but 
a corporal's guard, whose duty will be sim- 
ply to administer upon the estate of the then 
deceased Sanitary Commission, which shall 
at that time have entered upon its destined 
immortality. 

Hastily, but respectfully, yours, 

J. S. Newberry, 

AsAociitto Secretary. 



HOSPITAL GARDEN. 

CnATTAwoooA, Tesn., July 1, 1865. 

Dr. J. 8. Newberry. 

Dear Sir : It gives me pleasure to inform 
you of the successful operations of our Gar- 
den thus fur. The past three or.four weeks 
have been very hot and dry ; regardless of 
this, our crops arc looking well. The much- 
needed rain has come; we arc getting a 
splendid shower, which seems likely to con- 
tinue for the day. 

Troops are being fast sent from here ; 
still there are enough left to consume the 
products of the Garden, which have been 



considerable, as enclosed report will show. 
Our Garden is attended to with much less 
labor this season than lust year, witlras good 
or better results. Our present help will not 
number more than "half that of last year. 
The vineyards, too, -are looking well, up to 
this time. If the present rain does not con- 
tinue, the prospects are favorable for a good 
cropof grapes. The owuers of the vineyards 
are expected here in a few days : two of their 
servants have arrived. From the number of 
troops supplied during the season, I think 
almost every man must have enjoyed the 
fruits of our industry. I do not know of 
any requisition that has not been fil ed, the 
supply being sufficient for the demand up 
to this time. 

Our floriculturul arrangements this season 
are much enlarged, a number of varieties 
being added which are doing splendidly 
up to this time, and are visited by large 
numbers of persons, who are highly pleased 
with appearances. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. Wills. 



TESTIMONIAL OF QEN. SMITH. 

IIeadquabtcbs ICtii A rut Corps, 
Dri’arimrst or tub Ortr, 
MosTOouenr, Alabama, June 17, 1805. 
Mr. D. B. Oarpextrr, 

Relief Agent U. 8. Smitary Commit! on. 

Dear Sir : I have had the pleasure of 
observing the amount of material and much 
needed aid which has been extended to the 
troops of my command by means of yonr 
agency, and I cannot permit you to go 
from among us without giving you a feeble 
expression of the deep feelings which wc 
cherish towards the noble society which 
you have so faithfully represented, and 
whose benevolent objects you have so ably 
carried out. The war is over, and thou- 
sands of patriot soldiers arc returning to 
their homes, carrying with them reminis- 
cences of the eventful scenes of the past, 
which, for long years to come, they will 
rehearse to their children, and their child- 
ren's children ; and among their reminis- 
cences, many will tell how, when they were 
wounded and faint and weary, “ the agents 
of the blessed Sanitary Commission” came 
and cared for them “ like ministering 
spirits,” binding up their wounds, ami, 
uttering words of hope and comfort, gave 
to them all the aid which man could rcuder 
to his suffering fellows. In behalf of the 
officers aud men of this corps, I tender to 
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you and the Sanitary Commission our most 
heartfelt thanks for tint many favors which 
we have received at your generous hands, 
and as-ure you that they will be gratefully 
remembered by us all. 

I am, yours truly, 

A. J. Smith, 

Major G.uci.l, IT. S, A. 



REPORT OF BOSTON EXECUTIVE COM- 
MITTEE. 

Sanitary Commission, 

Orrica Ex Com., 70 Kingston Stkt.kt, 
Boston, July 10, 1805. 

JNO. S. llLATCtlFORD, 

Gen. Sec. U. S. Saniiary OnnmMoo, 
Waobingtou, D. C. 

My Dear Sir: I submit herewith a 
report concerning the Special Relief Ser- 
vice of the U. S. Sanitary Conimi sion in 
this city for the 'quarter ending June 30, 
1865. 

• AID RETDmrD. 



Furnished transportation at Government rates 3/50 

Furnished tmtiBportntion paid by Commission R1 

Fnrnisbed tmn*|>ortMtiuu by U. 8 . Quart- riuus ter. 12 

Furriidied carriage within the city 81 1 

Furnished * pec ini attendance to their homes 3 

Furnished lodging A28$ 

Furnished meals 7,0.57 

Furnished clothing . 139 

Furnished hM in arranging papers N 

Furnished aid in obtaining pay «... 104 

Fnrnislird im-dica! advice 443 

Wound* d reused 877 

Loaned money *121 

Gave tnon-y * 23 

Boot to hospital 22 

Referred to Local Relief Associations. 36 

Amount of pr.y collected $2,090 fc5 

Furnished trn importation by hospital cars. 4,314 

Nuraler of ttoldlers aided.... .. 12.779 

Doily average 140.13-30 



Of the whole number that have received 
aid at our Relief Rooms, amounting to 
8,465, as distinct from the “ Hospital Car 
Service,” Maine has furnished 2,317; 
New Hampshire, 286; Vermont, 19; Mas- 
sachusetts, 4,396; Connecticut, 45 ; Rhode 
Island, 18; New York, 117 ; New Jersey, 
4; Pennsylvania, 22; Maryland, 7; Dis- 
trict of Columbia, 15 ; Delaware, 2 ; Ohio, 
12; Michigan, 17; Indiana, 3; Illinois, 
8; Iowa, 3; Minnesota, 9; Wisconsin, 7; 
Tennessee, 2; California, 10; Louisiana, 
10; Alabama, 4; Ooorgia, 3; Kentucky, 
Kansas, North Carolina, Virginia, Ar- 
kansas, and rebel army, one each ; U. S. 
Regulars, 265; U. S. Navy, 430; Veteran 
Reserve Corps, 381. 

The following supplies have been drawD 
from the Supply Department of the New 
England Women’s Auxiliary Association : 
sheets, 48; pillowcases, 90; woolen shirts, 
276; woolen drawers, 264; socks, 264; 



handkerchiefs, 192; bandages, 6 lots; liut, 

1 lot; caps, 12. 

Tru importation hn* been furnished l*y order* ixntieu 

upou inspect iro railroad*, to 3/60 

TraimiM.'iotiuu |,itKur«l from U. J? Quart or not* ter. 12 

'Iiatu-porUtioii by lio*pitnl car* between New York 

mid Ronton h.u been furnished to 4,314 

Coet cl Hospital Cur Service $406 18 

Average co.it per man 10^ ct*. 

The foliuwiug supplies have been fur- 
nished to the hospital cars during the 
quarter : brandy, 5 bottles ; whbky, 6 bot- 
tles; wine, 4 bottles; extract of coffee, 3 
caus ; pillow slips, 24 ; fins, 6 ; bay water, 

2 bottles; keroseue, half gallon; wicking, 
1 p’kg ; so'.p, 1 lot; chloride of lime, 1 
bottle. 

i he total expenditure for the quarter 
h is been 8^,197 19, classified as follows : 



Rent *mJ taxes goo 5 00 

Furnishing and repairs „ 214 58 

1,040 01 

Travelling expenses 5 00 

Advertising .. 7* *4 

Stationary and printing HS4 01 

Hospital store* i 19 95 

Superintendent’* expense account - 6.025 AS 

Miiteellaiieoiiit 16 04 

TLs'pital t .ir Service 408 18 

Whole nil tuber of melt aided 12;779 

Whole exia-mliture $8,197 19 

Average c«m»» per man 64.1-7 cts. 

Number of fnliHcr* furni-liH wi’h inenls 7 057 

Number «>f meals furnished ... 16.U46 

Average N«>. meal* per tnno 

Amount puitl for meals „ $6,077 22 

Average 1 net per men! 38*^ ct*. 

Numb, r of orders issued f>r transportation at 

Government rates 3.K50 

Aggn-gato miles of distance *279,533 

Resulting in u Having to the soldier of $2,975 12 

Amount of money loaned and given 325 ftj 

Number of recipient* 144 

Average amount to each " & 26 

Amount returned 75 07 

Average amount returned 13-34 

Number furnished with clothing m 

Number of garments furnished. 317* 

Average per man—. 2UJ-13 



Your obedient servant, 

Jas. M. Barnard, 

Cll. Ex. Com. Cotton Amocj.lct U. 8. Stuiiury CoiumlMloa. 

WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RE- 
LIEF-No. XII. 

To the Mcmbert of Soldiers' Aid Socirtiei, lately 
auxiliary to the Homan’ j Central Animation of 
Relief: 

Dear Friends : There are a few last 
words still to bo said to you, and it is. my 
privilege to be allowed to say them. 

We asked you to continue your work 
until the 4th of July. On the 3d of July, 
the last day, we received 57 packages, a 
larger number than on any previous day 
for many months. Our receipts throughout 
the past fortnight have been also unusually 
large. We were not surprised ; you told us 
you would go ou with your work until we 
asked you to Btop. 

The Final Meeting of our Association 
was held on the 7th of Ju'y. It was dc- 
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M Soldiers' Home.” 4 250 112 

N.8- Bullard, Supt. 

Paducah. Ky. 

** Soldiers* llouie,” 75 22 . .... 

E. D. Way, Supt. 

Washington, D. C. 

“The Home". 1 2210 17 13 «... ft-- 6017 114 66 4 38 25 

J. B. Clark, Supt. 

“The Homo for wires 

and mothers,” 4 4 1 ) ..._ ... NWH — 2 12 13 6 0 

J. D. Clark, Supt. 

“Lodge No. 4,” 1 7 5 41 18 8 2 3 17 47 9 110 20 8 4 1 U| 17 

D. G. Loomis, Supt. 

- Lodge No. 6, ’ .. - I 

U. Y. McPkerrau, Supt. | 



Total 



44| «|l2jl22j33 «| 4 7| 2,117 174c| 6S0jwj Owjosj 878 ( Oo| 1442jll7s| 212167| 730j 3| 2d6| 196|168i| 



cided then that we should request you to 
send any supplies intended for us, and 
which you were unablo to finish by the 
time specified for closing, to our old ad- 
dress, that being so well known by Ex- 
press-men and carriers. The supplies will 
be received by an agent of the Sanitary 
Commission, at one of their storehouses, 



nearly opposite the Cooper Union. The 
letters, containing invoices, should be ad- 
dressed “ U. S. Sanitary Commission, 823 
Broadway, New York.” This is in answer 
to several letters recently received from 
you upon this subject 

At the fame meeting, the propo.-ition of 
haviug a History of the Woman’s Central 
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Association written for publication, was , and those of the other Branches, will 
considered. It was decided to have it finally be deposited for preservation in 
done ; and a Committee, composed of mem- some public building, probably in Wash- 
berg of the Board, was appointed to pre- ington. 

pare it, at their own time and convenience. | Should there be any unsettled accounts 
Our books, letters, and papers will be still open, which we have not thought of, 
turned over to the Sanitary Commission, at or should extra copies of our Final lteport 
their request, and, with their own records bo desired, or other pamphlets of the As- 
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sociation, letters addressed to Miss Ellen 
Collins or myself, at the office of the Sani- 
tary Commission, 823 Broadway, will reach 
us. And it will give us both great pleasure 
to hear from you, dear friends, at any time, 
upon any subject. 

There is oto explanation and apology 
which I wish to make ft some of you. In 
No. II of the series of papers of which 
this is the last, we promised to send a lec- 
turer in the course of the winter, to ex- 
plain the work of the Sanitary Commission 
to any society desiring it. We were never 
able to fulQll the promise, and the annoy- 
ance and regret this has occasioned us 
have been, we trust, far greater than your 
disappointment. The explanation is, that 
we were obliged to depend for our lecturers 
upon the Canvassing and Supply Depart- 
ment of the Commission. Owing to the 
very numerous applications for lecturers, 
made simultaneously- by all the Eastern 
Branches, this department was entirely 
over-taxed, and unable to obtain a sufficient 
number of gentlemen capable of filling the 
position. We are very sorry to have thus 
been obliged to break faith with you, for the 
first time. 

I have been requested to say, that per- 
sons desiring Card Photographs of the Ex- 
terior of our Office, No. 11 Cooper Union, 
can obtain them by sending their names 
and addresses, and enclosing 25 cents, to 
Rockwood & Co., Photographers, 839 
Broadway, N. Y. For larger photographs 
of the same, 75 cents. 

Bfeforc closing I must thank you for 
our most precious, farewell letters, which 
avc come to us during the past fortnight, 
and which have given us great pleasure. 
We would like to answer each separately, 
but there are many hundreds of them, 
and the winding up of our work will still 
keep us so busy for several weeks that it is 
impossible to do so. 

We knew that we loved you, and we 
thought that we knew how you loved us, 
but we have never really known it until 
now — when the time has come for us to 
part. This spontaneous expression of such 
warm affection on your part has completely 
overcome us, and there have not bcon many 
dry eyes or clear voices at our rooms 
lately, after the receipt Of the day’s mail. 

Wo feci humbled too. How can it be 
otherwise, when wo sec how entirely you 
have over-estimated our share in the work ? 
Our part in it, with the stimulant and ex- 



citement of being so much nearer the 
centre of interest, with our great opportu- 
nities of seeing and knowing what was 
being done, and sustained by the sympathy 
received daily through your letters, has 
been nothing compared to the great diffi- 
culties which you have met and overcome 
in keeping up the interest of the work, 
and in raising the funds for the support of 
your societies. We know all about it — just 
how hard it has beeu sometimes for you to 
struggle on, the amount of time and labor 
often spent in raising the five or ten dol- 
lars, collected at many houses, iu many 
little pieces of currency-; the walks through 
the cold, and the heat, and the storm to go 
to that weekly meeting; the home sacri- 
fices made by those who could not other- 
wise have given to the soldiers; and all 
this quietly, constantly, cheerfully. No, 
dear friends, these are not little things; wc 
cannot forget them ; and wc could not, in 
all sincerity, have left your last letters un- 
answered without saying this to you. 

Wo havo all tried to do our duty ; but, 
when we look back, we shall not think of 
how much we have done, but of how little, 
with the regret that wo did not do more 
while the opportunity lasted. God has 
greatly blessed us in our work during the 
past four years — a work interwoven with 
prayer. And may His blessing rest upon 
us always. 

Believe me, affectionately, your friend, 
Louisa Lee Schuyler. 

New York, 11 Cooper Union, 

July 8, 1885. 



DR. C. F. TAFT’S FANNING MACHINE. 

Lincoln U. S. General Hospital, 

Washisotos, D. C., June 29, 1865. 

H. W Bellows, D. D., 

President of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission- 

Rev. and Dear Sir : I have the honor 
to report that I have performed the duty 
which tho Executive Committee of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission imposed on me, of 
awarding their premium for the best inven- 
tion for fanning patients in military hospi- 
tals. 

In calling your attention to that subject, 
you will recollect that I pointed out the de- 
sirability of having a contrivance something 
like the Indian punka, by which all the 
patients of a long ward might be gently 
fanned, so as to protect them from flies by 
day, and from mosquitoes by night — thus 
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superseding the cumbrous and stifling cur- 
tains now iu use; it being all-important, 
however, that the machino should work 
noiselessly, bo simple, and cheap, requiring 
the labor oC a single attendant to keep it in 
motion. « 

No sooner did the announcement appear 
in the newspapers that such a machine was 
needed, than plans were transmitted to me 
in great numbers, all of them exhibiting 
great ingenuity, many of them being the 
inventions of our ingenious soldiers, who, 
when in hospital, had often suffered for the 
want of fanuin^. I was unable, however, 
to form an opinion of the relative value of 
these plans from a rnero inspi ction of the 
drawings, or the little models that were 
presented. The expense attending the con- 
struction of the apparatus on a scale suffi- 
ciently large to test its value, deterred all 
but two inventors from competing for the 
premium. Ono of the contrivances is the 
invention of Mr. Blonquist, of New York, 
who, under the patronage of L. E. Chitten- 
den and T. B. Bunting, Esqrs., and at con- 
siderable expense to the last-named gentle- 
man, came to Washington, and put up a 
fanning-machine in one of the wards of this 
hospital — Dr. McKee, U. S. A., surgeon in 
charge, kindly favoring this attempt of ac- 
complishing a hospital desideratum. 

This invention afforded much satisfaction 
to Profs. A. C. Post and C. A Lee, of New 
York, and Prof. Bacon, of New Haven, who 
witnessed its operation. Mr. Blanquist also 
exhibited an automaton punka, which is 
admirably adapted for domestio use — for 
single beds, offices, dining-rooms, and the 
like. 

But a machine, the invention of Sur- 
geon Taft, A. A. S. U. S. A., in charge of 
the Signal Corps Hospital, Georgetown, D. 
C., has been put up in an adjacent ward, 
which, for military and municipal hospital 
purposes, is, in the opinion of Dr. McKee, 
myself, and others, entitled to the palm. It 
is so simple, that any carpenter attached to 
a hospital can construct ono ; so inexpen- 
sive, that twenty-five cents will cover the 
expense for each bed ; and, withal, capablo 
of being kept in motion by a single attend- 
ant, who can thus fan two rows of beds, 
thirty or more in a row. Its action can be 
suspended over any single bed when desired, 
or its fan may be extended, so as to keep 
flies from a suppurating foot. 

With true professional feeling, Dr. Taft 
deolines taking out a patent for his inven- 



tion. He is only desirous of having its 
benefits extended to patieuts. 

There is now, thanks be to God, who hath 
given us the victory, comparatively little oc- 
casion for a hospital fanning-machine ; but 
it iB needed, nevertheless ; and as it is desi- 
rable that it should be speedily brought into 
general use, I hope you will make the publio 
acquainted with the invention, and through 
your own publications give the technical 
description herewith transmitted. 

While the humane and patriotic dteds of 
the Sanitary Commission will be embalmed 
in history, an ever-active memento of its 
beneficence will be afforded iu hospitals by 
this hygienic appliance, which it has been 
the means of calling into existence. 

Most respectfully, 

D. J. Macgowan. 

Lincoln U. S. General Hospital, 
Wasbixotos, D. C., June 29, 1886. 

My Dear Dh. Bellows: Everybody 
hereabouts — nurses, patients, surgeons, and 
visitors — are delighted with the fanning 
invention. If the instrument docs not come 
into general use, it will be because there is 
no Sanitary Commission to stimulate hospi- 
tal authorities. I wish yon could get some 
one to come to see tbo contrivance in ope- 
ration. It is expected that you will pub- 
lish my report immediately iu the New York 
dailies and in your own publications. And 
also that, cither in ono of these latter or in 
a circular to be sent to the hospitals, you 
will publish Judge Taft’s technical descrip- 
tion of his son's invention. 

I’lease direct that the premium be sent 
to Dr. Taft, care of Judge Taft, Department 
of tho Interior, Washington, D. C. 

Most truly, yours, 

D. J. Macoowan. 

A Rough Sketch and Description of Dr. C. S. Taft's 
Hospital Fanning Arrangement, for the Mechanic. 

A braced bracket (A and B) is projected from 
the w<< 11 of the hospital ward about two feet, or 
to suit the position of the bed. (D) is a strip of 
board, nailed fast to the top of the bracket, and 
running the length of tho ward. (C) ia the os- 
cillftting-block, hung loosely on a strong wire, 

(E) , which is tightly driven into (D) These 
brackets are placed at convenient distances 
apart. The blocks are, of course, placed over 
each bed, usually six or seven feet from the floor. 

(F) is a stiff wire, bent something as represent- 
ed, and driven fast into tho block. The fan-rod 
(0) is run through this bent wire, (an seen,) 
the middle portion resting on the rod as a 
spring, to keep it in place. The same arrange* 
mint is at the bottom of the fan rod, to hold th4 
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fan, which may be the common palm-feat These 
wires, or clasps, allow both the 'an-rod and the 
fan itself to be placed In any position to suit the 
patient. 

A cord, or wire, (copper wire is best,) is strung 
from unbend of the ward to the other, or from 
the two outside blocks, and is attached to the 
top of each block; another cord, or wire, is at- 
tached to the bottom of tbe two outside blocks ; 
both cords, or wires, are tightly drawn, while 
tbe blocks aland perpendicular. In this con- 
dition, the morement or oscillation of either 
of the outside blocks mores or oscillates the 
whole. And the whole may be worked by a fr- 
eer from eith' r end of the ward. But to give 
steadiness and regularity of motion lu the funs, 
it is found best to estend the cords, or wires, at 
one end, and attach them to the rod of a pendu- 
lum, at equal distances, above and below tbe piv- 
ot upon which tbe rod swings. A weight, w- igh. 
ing fifteen or twenty pounds, is attached to the 
bottom of the rod This pendulum may be on 
the outside of the ward, if desirable. By hang- 
ing the pendulum ro as to swing Iransrersely at 
the end of the ward, and extending the wires 
from tbe fan-blocks from each tide of the ward 
around pvllcye, and attachirg them to the pen- 
dulum-rod ns aboTe, the morement of the pen- 
dulum operates all the fans in the ward, and is 
done by one man. 

Bnrh is the arrangement now in operation at 
the Lincoln Hospital, fanning sixty beds — thirty 
on each side of the ward. 



LEITEB FBOM GENERAL MEIGS. 

’ Q. M Gexeral’s Orricx, 

Washington, D. C. , July 19, 1865. 

Joan 8. Blatchfobd, Esq., 

General Secretary 6. 8. Sanitary Commission. 

8ib : I have to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 15th inst., covering a 
Resolution of the Sanitary. Commission, 
acknowledging the co-operation of the 
Quartermaster's Department, in the efforts 
and operations of tho Sanitary Commission, 
during the war for tho suppression of the 
Rebellion • 

I shall take pleasure in communicating 
the Resolution of the Commission to the 
officers under my command, and .esire to 
express my thauks for the manner in which 
the Commission has acknowledged the as- 
sistance and aid which we have been able 
to render them. 

The Quartermaster’s Department is 
charged with the duty of transporting and 
delivering to tho troops, whether in garri- 
son, hospital, camp, or field, nearly all the 
supplies essential to life and comfort. 

It stores and transports not only the sup- 
plies of clothing, equipment, shelter, and 
means of transportation, but the subsist- 



ence, hospital supplies, and ammunition, 
which arc provided by other Departments. 

Upon the efficient performance of its 
duties depend, therefore, in a great mcas- 
ute, tho military efficiency, comfort, and 
health of the troops, aud thence the suc- 
cess of military operations. 

The Sanitary Commission, organising 
sympathy, has given uuity and character to 
the efforts of the friends aud relatives of 
the soldier ou a gigantic scale, and borne 
an important part iu the war. It has sup- * 
plied, withoutthe delays which are insepar- 
able from a complete official, pecuniary, aud 
personal accountability, much which the 
regular Departments of supply could not 
so soon, or could not at all distribute. 

Its agents have been everywhere, and 
have aided and assisted tho officers, cheered 
many a weary and wounded man, and 
saved many a life. When the Secretary of 
the Commission first called upon me, at tho 
outbreak of tho war, I well remember the 
interview, and tho joyful expression with 
which, alter comparing our opinions and 
views, as to the manner iu which the Com- 
mission could best fulfil its objects of use- 
fulness, he said that I had given him a new 
hope and oonfideuce, and that he then, for 
tho first time, felt as though he had 
“ touched bottom," and Lad found firm 
ground to stand upon. 

Since then I have seen the operations of 
the Commission, not only iu this city, and 
the extensive hospitals which surrouod it, 
but at the bases of supply, the temporary 
depots through which the wounded were 
passing after great battles, I have gratefully 
recognized the value of its labors to the 
soldier, to tho officer and to the cause, aud 
rejoiced that I was early brought into con- 
tact with it, and that I had been able to aid 
it by my own efforts and by those of offi- 
cers under my direction. 

This country has many proud memories 
to mingle with the sadness of the late war, 
and among the proudest will be the mag- 
nificent voluntary sympathy and charity to 
its representative soldiers, organized aud 
conducted by the Sanitary Commission. 

Wishing the members aud officers of the 
Commission health and happiucss, and 
long life to etijoy the honor aud regard 
with which their names are orowued by a 
free people, . 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 
your obt. servant, A1 . C. Meigs, 

QwtrtennjiaUr Qtovral, Br*vct Ilnj. GuMcmk 
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MISAPPLICATION OF 8ANITABY COMMIS- 
SION SUPPLIES. 

LETTER FROM REV. F. N. KNAPP. 

Washi noton, ,D. C-, August 10. 

My Dear Friend: Your letters were 
duly received calling the attention of the 
Commission to the fact that a returned sol- 
dier in your neighborhood is said to have 
in his possession various articles of clothing 
with the mark of the Sanitary Commission 
upon them, and yon suggest the importance 
' of having the affair cleared up by an inves- 
tigation at the hospital near Washington 
where the soldier was recently an inmate. 

Probably the facts are just as stated to 
you ; it would be strange if to every thou- 
sand soldiers, honest in themselves, and 
grateful to the Commission for its services, 
as most of them are, there were not at least 
one man so unprincipled and devoid of 
gratitude as to lead him to steal sanitary 
stores, just as he would any other goods he 
could lay his hands on. And moreover, in 
the process of “ breaking up ’’ the general 
hospitals, now going rapidly on, though 
the system of issue by the Commission may 
havo been, as wc believe it has, eminently 
wise, and though the surgeons in charge 
may be watchful, it is simply impossible to 
prevent cunning men from secreting some 
of the articles which may be in use in the 
various wards, and which, of course, having 
‘ been once appropriated to the hospital and 
regularly accounted for in the issues of the 
Commission, the Commission cannot keep 
a personal watch over. 

The hospital you refer to was ‘‘broken 
up ” some weeks ago, with ten or fifteen 
other hospitals in this vicinity. Of course 
no investigation can bo made at the hospi- 
tal itself in the case you refer to. But it 
seems to me eminently the duty of any 
friend of the Commission, who is cognizant 
or suspicious of the existence of such facta 
as you state in his. own neighborhood, to 
see the man himself, and make a thorough 
examination in an open and straightforward 
manner. If such investigation should be 
made in the present case, as I trust it may 
be, will you inform me of tho result? 

One word more. Considering the vast 
amount of supplies issued by the Sanitary 
Commission, and the utter impossibility of 
the agent of the Commission keeping a 
personal watch over those supplies alter 
they aro once issued ; considering, too, how 
soldiers, after they aro once well, will sell 
articles of clothing which have been fur- 



nished to them when sick; considering 
these points, it really seems strange to me, 
not that occasionally goods bearing the 
Sanitary Commission mark aro found in 
tho wrong hands, but that such occurrences 
are rare as they are. Am I not right in 
this view of the case ? 

Sincerely your friend, 

Fred. N. Knapp, 

Superintendent Special Relief. 

Mrs. Horatio Seymour, 

Buffalo Branch U. 8. Ban it. try Commiedon. 



WOMENS’ PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH U. S. 

SANITARY COMMISSION. 

1307 Chestnut Street, 

Philadelphia, July 4, 1866. 

To the Aid Societies contributing to the 
Women’s Pennsylvania Branch of the 
United States Sanitary Commission : 

We send you to-day document No. 93, 
being the Farewell Address of the Sanitary 
Commission to its tributary branches and 
aid societies. 

Wc have, of course, accepted it to guide 
our action at this office. Our Ladies’ Ex- 
ecutive Committee feels it a duty and a 
proud privilege once more to communicate 
with those who have worked with it so 
long, so faithfully, and so harmoniously. 
The close of the war has come upon us so 
suddenly that wc feel like those who dream, 
as if tho peace or the war were, one or the 
other, a vision. Yet the peace is a glori- 
ous present reality, and the cruel war, 
which yet was the means of banding us to- 
gether in a work of holiest sympathy and 
love, is, with tho neccssi'y of our banded 
labor, among tho things of the past As 
we havo toiled togother in our days of sor- 
row, so let us together rejoice and give 
thanks, on this day of joy, to tho great 
Ruler who haw hold the destinies of our 
dear country in His hands, and has pre- 
served to us this precious heritage of our 
fathers, “ now and forever, one and indi- 
visible.” We thank you for your warm, 
earnest, and untiring co-operation, feeling 
that, if the Philadelphia Agency of the 
Sanitary Commission is able to look with 
grateful satisfaction upon results accom- 
plished, the praise is largely due to you as 
faithful co-workcrs in this blessed ministry 
to the suffering. Our work is closing, dear 
friends, but shall we ever forget how our 
hearts. have been knit together during its 
accomplishment ? Our memories of these 
years will never perish. The sorrow and 
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the agony cannot be forgotten ; but, like a 
rainbow upon the storm, we shall look back 
with ever-returning joy to the help we were 
enabled to give to that most noble of in- 
strumentalities for good whose work has 
been so vast and so beneficent — the United 
States Sanitary Commission. 

Mabia C Gbieb, 

Chairman Executive Committee. 

U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


NEW YORK. 

New York City Henry Greenfield 


Buffalo F. G. I’attison 

Elmira Mrs. Charles B. Stuart 




Syracuse S. F. Smith 

Troy Sowell Sergeant 

Utica Geo. C. Carter 

Ogdensburg Gardner B. Chapin 

Watertown Lucian E. Carter 

Plattsburgh Oren C. Gregg 


^rmn anb ’Itnbjj Claim ^gentjt. 

jro cn.mai: t on seh vices. 

This Agency 1 is established to prosecute the 
claims of those who have been in the service of 
the United States, in the Army and Navy, and 
their dependents, for Pensions, Arrears of pay. 
Bounty, Prize-Money, and all other Army and 
Navy claims on the GoVernmcntf WITHOUT 
CHARGE OR EXPENSE OF ANY KIND 
WHATEVER TO THE CLAIMANT 

csnrTUAi. office, 244 r st., 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DARIUS FORBES, 

General Agenl. 

MAINE. 


Lenox R. II. W. Bruce 


Spencer C. W. Bradley 

Poughkeepsie Walter Q. Allen 

NEW JERSEY. 

Trenton.... D. Cooper Allinson 

Newark David A. Ryerson 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

• narrisbnrg Dewitt A Snodgrass 

Pittsburg B. F. Brown 

Erie A. J. Foster 

WilkcsbarTO Hubbard B. Payne 

Carbondalo .D. N. Lathrope 

Meadville D. 0 . McCoy 

Shippensburg D. W. Thrush 


Bangor ftuol Smith 

Bucksport J. E Sherman 


Amity J. D. Huston 

DELAWARE. 

Wilmington Lovi Clark Bird 


Levant T. H. Wiggin 


Paris.... T William A. Pidgin 

Portland W. H. Fessenden 

Springfield A. D. Clarke 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Concord Samuel C Eastman 

Manchester Cyrus A. Sullaway 

Portsmouth Rev. Sullivan Holman 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore J. P. Creager 

Frederick Joseph M. Ebbcrta 

WEST VIRGINIA. 


VERMONT. . 

Brattleboro' Geo. H. Bailey 

Burlington A. J. Howard 

Montpelier D. L. Fuller 

Rutland James E. Porter 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston Francis 8 . Dyer 

Lowell N. D. A. Sawyer 

New Bedford Wm. Almy 


Grafton James M. Scrogin 

.OHIO. 


Dayton Robert Brun’drott 

Zanesville David Hull 

Chillicothe Tlmddeus A. Minshall 

Marietta .....Geo. M. Woodbridge 

Steubenville W. A. Walden 

Toledo Hartwell Osborn 


INDIANA. . 

Indianapolis Temple C. Harrison 

La Fayette Taylor A Watson 

Evansville...., Charles E. Marsh 

Richmond Lewis D. Stubbs 


Springfield Lewis A. Tifft 

Worcester John A. Lovell- 

Greenfield Geo. W. Bartlett 

Pittsfield E. M. Wood 

CONNECTICUT. 

Bridgeport Andrew Grogan 


Madison David G. Phillips 






New London Cha*. M. Wilcox 


Fort Wayne W. F. Jenison 
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ILLINOIS. 



Chicago.. 

Peoria.... 

Quincy... 

Alton 

Centrali a 
Vienna... 



..A. N. Linscott 
..Chauncey Nye 

II. A. Captle 

.James Newman 
Samuel P. Tufts 
...John S. Crum 



MICHIGAN. 



Detroit Wm. Jennison, Jr. 

Adrian C. E. Barstow 

Kalamazoo Chas A. Thompson, Jr. 

Jackson ^ G. Thompson Qridley 

Grand Rapids Isaac II. Parrisn 



MINNESOTA. 



St. Paul’s Jno. Teller 

WISCONSIN. 

Milwaukee.... Wm. G. Whipple 

Madison Buel E. Hutchinson 

Fond du Lac N. C. Giffin 

Watertown Calvin B. Skinner 

La Crosse Stogdill & Daniels 

Janesville !rliny Norcrosa 



IOWA. 

Dubuque E. S. Norris 

Davenport Charles II. Kent 

Burlington ». J. P. Brown 

Des Moines Goo. P. Abel 

MISSOURI. 

St. Uoui9 Henry M. Post 



KENTUCKY. 

Louisville «....H. H. Burkholder 

Bowling Green E. F. Kinnard 

Frankfort Jno. M. Brown 



TENNESSEE. 



Knoxville Chas. Seymour 

KANSAS. 



Leavenworth Chas. H. Crane 

Lawrence Eugene L. Akin 

LOUISIANA. 



New Orleans C W. Seaton 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
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U. 8. SArfTTARY COMMISSION. 

BURF.AU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 

Central OJJicf, 244 F Strttt, Washington, D . C. 

Thin Bureau is established with tho following 
objects : 

1. To aid those who liavo servod in the Army 
and Navy of the United States in obtaining em- 
ployment. 

2. To prevent, as far as possible, tho necessity 
for costly charitable institutions, by thus encour- 
aging industry, and aiding the disabled soldier, 
woo might otherwise seek an asylum, to strive 
for self-support 

3. To lesson tho pauperism and crime necessa- 
rily more or less a consequence of war, and which 

‘surely attend on large numbers of unoccupied 
men loft to themselves witbfiut employment or 
means of snbristeneo. 

4. To save to tho country a largo amount of 
' productive labor, at a time when it can least 

alford to maintain idle hands. 

The services of the Bureau are given gratui- 
tously. 

Information and suggestions are solicited rela- 
tive to employments adapted to maimed and dis- 
abled men. Kmployers are earnestly requested 
to make application to this Bureau for overy 
class of labor ; and are reminded that our Army 
and Navy have contained many of the best and 
most trustworthy young men of tho nation — 
skilled in every occupation. 

It is demanded by both patriotism and human- 
ity, that the light occupations of all towns, and 
whatever work can be as well dono by invalid 
soldiers as by others, be givon to the "men who 
may have incapacitated themselves for rivalry in 
more active and laborious fields of duty, by giv- 
ing their limbs, their hoalth, and their blood to 
tho nation. 
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THE U. S. SMFFARY COMMISSION 

Was constituted by the Secretary of War-in Juns, 
1861, in accordance with the r< commendation of 
the Surgeon General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization 
were approved by the President of the United 
States. Its pre eat organization is as follows: 
H. W. B dlows, D. D.. New York. 

A. D. Bach**, LL D., Washington, D. 0. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq , New York. 

Elisha Harris, M. D., New York. 

W. H. Van Burcn, M. D., New York. 

Wolcott Gibbs, M. D., Cambridge, Mass. 

8. G. Howe, M. D., Boston, Mass. 

. 0. R. Agnew, M. D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M. D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. If. Clnr% Providence, R I. 

Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicagp 111. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace llinncy, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 

Rev. J. H. nejwood, Louisville, Ky. 

J Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Charles J. 8till6, Philadelphia, Penn. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, 111. 

orriCERS. 

H. W. Be'lowj\ D D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL D., Vice-President. 

Geo. T. Strong, Treasurer. 

Jno. 8 Blatchford, General Secretary. 

J. 8. Newberry, M. D., Associate Secretary. 

8TAXDINO COMMITTEE. 

nenry W. Bellows, D D. Geo, T. Strong. 

Wm. II.VanBircn.M.D. Wolcott Gibb?, M. D. 

C. R. Agnew, M. D. Charles J. Stilll. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

F. N. Kmapp, Snpt., Washington, D. C. 

J. B. Abbott, Chief Asst., Washington, D.C. 
“ SOLDIERS' HOMES” AND 44 LODGES." 
[Objf.cts. Temporary aid and protection, — 
food, lodging, care, &c., — for spkliers in transitu, 
chiefly the discharged, disabled, and furloughed.] 
Alexandria, Va. “ Alexandria Lodob.” 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J. B. 
Holt, Superintendent. 

Annapolis, Md. “ Home for Soldiers' 
Wives and Mothers.” Mrs Hopes Say^s, 
Matron. ' # 

Baltimore, Md. “Soldiers’ Home.'’ No. 
62 Conway Street. A. E. Hastings, Supt. 

“ Soldiers’ Lodge.” Opposite Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Station. 
, Superintendent. 

Boston, Ma«s. "Soldiers' Home." No. 
76 Kingston street. Charles F. Mudge, Snpt., 
near Boston and Worcester Railroad Depot. 

Buffalo, N. Y. “ Soldi nits' Rest.” Ex- 
change street, opposite Contral Railroad Depot. 
Mrs. H. Indevine, Mutron. 

Cairo, 111 “ Soldiers' Home.” C. N. Ship- 
man, Superintendent. 

Camp Nelson, Ky. ‘‘Soldiers’ Home.’’ 
Thomas Butler, Ku, eriutendent. 

Cincinnati, O. “Soldiers’ Home.” Third 
street. Col. G. W. D. Audtews, S pt 



Cleveland, Ohio. “ Soldiers’ Home.” 
Joseph Jerome, Superintendent. 

Columbus, Ohio. “ Soldiers’ Home.” 
T. E. Uotsford, Superintendent. 

Detroit, Michigan. “Soldiers’ Home.” 
No. 81 Jefferson Avenue. 

Harrisburg, Fa. Near the Railroad De- 
pot. “Soldiers’ Lodge.” W. H. Hadley, Supt. 

Hartford. Ct “Soldiers’ Lodob.” Near 
Railroad Depot. 0. B. Segir, Superintendent. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana. “Soldiers’ 
Home.” New Market street, near the Depot. E. 
T Smith, 8nperintendent. 

Louisville, Ky. “Soldiers’ Home.” V. 
Scott, Superintendent. 

Memphis, Tenn. “Soldieps* Lodge.” 
Near landing. C. W. Christy, Superintendent 
and Relief Agent. 

Nashville, Tenn. “Soldiers’ Home.” 
Captain I. Brayton, Superintendent. 

New Orleans, La. “Soldiers’ Home.” 
Corner Magazine and Julia streets. Sumner 
Bullard, Superintendent. 

Now York City. “ Discharged Soldiers’ 
Home.” No. 45 Grove street, near Blecker. 
Dr. M. M. Marsh, Superintendent. 

Paducah Ky. “Soldiers* Home.” E. D. 
Way, Superintendent. 

Portsmouth, Va. “Soldiers’ Homb.’ 
John Alcooke, Superintendent. 

Philadelphia, Pa. “Soldiers’ Lodge.”’ 
Corner 13th and Christian streets, near Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad 
Depot. Col. C. E Soest, Supt. 

Richmond, Va. “Soldiers’ Home.” Geo, 
T. Willmmu, Superintendent. 

Washington, D, C. 14 Tins Home.” No. 
374 North Capitol street. J. B. Clark, Snpt. 

“ Home for Soldiers’ Wives and Mothers.” 
No 380 North Capi f ol street. J. B. Chirk, Supt. 

44 Lodge No. 4.” No 389 II street. , Snpt. 

“Lodge No. 5.” Maryland At., near Wash- 
ington k Alexandria R.R. Station. , Supt. 

“Lodob No. G.” Foot of £ixth street. How- 
ard McPherran, Superintendent. 

Wilmington. N. C. “Soldiers’ Lodge.” 
Market street. F. B. Foster, Supt. 

SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICES. 

[Objects. — To give ai T in procuring pay, pen- 
sions, bounty, prize money, arrears of pay and 
bounty, and other cl lima upon government. To 
supply clothing, hospital delicacies, crutches, 
Ac. To give transportation, informs ion, &o.] 

Alexandria, Va. Office in Soldiers’ Lodge. 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J. B. 
Holt, Agent. 

Annapolis, Md. Office of United States 
Sanitary Commies on. W. H. Holstein, Agent. 

Baltimore, Md. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 288 West Baltimore street. J. 
T. Pancost, Agent. 

Boston, Mass. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission, No. 76 Kingston street. 

Buffalo, N. Y. Branch United States San- 
itary Commission, Adams' Block, No 209 Wash- 
ington street. 

Cairo, 111. Office in 14 Soldiers’ nome.” C. 
N. Shipman, Agent. 
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Camp Nelson, Ky. Office in "Soldiers* 
Il'iine.” Thomas Butler, AgenL 

Chattanooga, Tenn. United States Sani- 
tary Commission 

Chicago, 111. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

Cincinnati, Ohio. United 8tates Sanitary 
Commission, corner Vine and Sixth streets. 

Cleveland, Ohio. Branch United States 
Sanitary Commission. 

Detroit, Mich. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 32 Lamcd’street. 

Dubuque, la. United States Sanitary 
Commission. Rev. E. S. Morris, Agent. 

Harrisburg, Penn. Office in “ Soldiers’ 

Lodge.” W. II Hadley, Agent. 

Jeffersonville, Ind. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Home,” New Market street, near railroad depot. 
E. T. Smith, Agent. 

Knoxville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. 

Leavenworth, Kansas. United States 
Sanitary Commission. J. R./Brown, Agent. 

Louisville, Ky. United States Sanitary 
Commission, Fifth street. 

Memphis. Tenn. Office in "Soldiers’ 
Lodge,” near landing. C W. Christy, AgenL 

Milwaukie, Wis. Mrs. Colt. 

NUshville, Tonn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. E. Root, AgenL 

New Orleans, La. Special Relief Office, 
United States Sanitary Commission, No. 96 Julia 
street. 0. C. Bullard, Agent. 

New York City, N, Y. “Special Relief 
Office,’’ Cooper Union, No. 10 Third Avenue. 
Mrs. W. P. Griffin, Chairman Special Relief 
Committee. 

Paducah, Ky. Office in “ Soldiers’ Home.” 
E. D. Way, Agent. 

Philadelphia, Pa. United States Sanitary 
Commission, 1307 Chestnut street, third story, 
back. Co'onel Soest, Agent. 

Portsmouth, Va. Office in “Soldiers’ 
Home.'’ John Alcooke, Agent. 

V icksburg. Miss. United States Sanitary 
Commis^oa. J G. Brown. 

Washington, D. C “Special Relief Of- 
fief,” No. 389 H street, between 13th and 14tb* 
streets. J. B. Abbott, Chief Assistant. 

Wheeling, Va. United States Sanitary 
Commission. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of ngcncies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick And 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points — at New Orleans and at Washington, 
beforo Charleston and at Chattanooga — its dis- 
tribution j being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without n feren e to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their clfcrings : 



DEPARTMENT OF. THE EAST. 

CENTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. 8. San. Com., No. 18 West st.. Boston, Mass. 
U. S. San. Com., Nos. 10 A 11 Cooper Union, 
New York. 

U. 8. Ban. Com., State nouse. New Haven, Ct. 
U. 8. San. Com., 1307 Chestnut st., Philada. 
DEPOTS OP DISTRIBUTION. 

U. 8. San. Com., 244 F st., Washington, D. C. 
U. S. San. Com., Camp Distribution, Va. 

U. S. San. Com., 288 W. Balt, st., BalL, Md. 
U. S. 8an. Cora., Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. 8. San. Com., Annapolis, Md. 

U. S. San. Com., Camp Parole, Md. 

U. 8. San. Com., Norfolk, Va. 

U. 8. San. Com., City Point, Va. 

U. 8. San. Com., Ncwbern, N. C. 

U. 8. 8an. Cora., Beaufort, 8. C. 

U. 8. Sao. Com., New Orleans, La. 

Temporary Depots or distribution are estab- 
lished from time t<? time ns necessities of the 



CENTRAL DEPOTS OP COLLECTION. 

U. 8. San. Com., corner Vine and Sixth its., 
Cincinnati, 0. 

U. S. ^an. Com., No. 95 Bank fit., Cleveland, 0. 

U. 8. San. Com., No. CC Madison at., Chicago, 

111 . 

U. S. San. Com , No. 2 Adams’ Block, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 

U. S. San. Com., No. 59 Fourth st., Pitts- 
burgh, Penna. 

U. 8. San. Com., No. 32 Larncd st., Detroit. 
Mich. 

U, S. San. Com , Columbus, 0. 

U. 8. San. Com., Fifth st., Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sust doing its opera- 
tions. Contributions to the Trousury aro solic- 
ited. and may he transmitted to Geo. T. Strong, 
Esq., Treasurer, 88 Wall street, N. Y. 



PROTECTIVE 

3Fiu-$laim JV^ociatitni 

OP THE 

* U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 

OFFICE 35 CHAMBER3 STREET, 

SEW YOltK, 

President. 

Lieut. Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 

OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
l*f. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families any claims for pensions , pay, or bounty , 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or tailors and their fami- 
lies from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being mads 
against the Government. 

4/A. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TIIE WEST. 
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